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GeiurdJiefiriptim  <?/  /W^tj^y.  ,  It  isfirft  difcwertd 
.  b^  lks_  S^oHtardSj  vdfe  h^fd.  bn  the  river  of  tba^ 
name  $beciti$s  of  BuemsAfres  and  the  Affimptvm^ 
The  cekbr^edDon  uS^^ez  ^Nunez  de  Vera  Cabec^ 
de  VmsL  arrives  at  the  latter  in  qudity  of  Gwermr 
and  Lieutptapt-G^nirid  of  the.  Province.  . 


.T. 


TKE  WW  A¥or!id  had  not  hoen  lon^  dif- 
€QyeYed,  when.  pd<^c  fe^gaxi  to  dSpute, 
if  Europe  was  litoely  to  reap,  from 
^t  ev^t^  all  the  a4w^ti^!^  that  were  at  firft 
expefted. .  This  quell^4  waa  ibon  followed  hf 
^other^  cpncernmg  the  right  of  coaqueft,  in  virtue 
of  which)  feveral  Powerp  q£  Europe  rad  ukea  upoa 
them  to  reduce  and  bring  vmder  obedience,  nations^ 
^at,  for  ^  m^ny  aged,  had  either  lived  without 
maftera,  or  under  thegovernn^at  of  iovereigns,  the 
validity  of  wbofe  title  qo  ont.  contefted.  A  third 
queftion  muft  naturally  occui;  jtp  thoTe^  who  know 
any  thti^:  0f .  the  hiftory  of  this^jgrcat  hcmifdbcre 
iince  its  difcoyery  ;  and  that  j^  whether,  excmfivo 
of  religion,  the  inhabitants  have  been  ^eat  gainers 
or  bfers  fey  their  accjuaintattce  with  us.  I  muft  not 
Vol.  I.  B  i)fetend 
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pretend  to  decide  on  the  occaiion :  my  chief  viewv 
m  writiiig  this  Hiftory,  is  to  enable  thofe,  that  may 
perufe  it,  to  judge  for  themfelves,  if  the  Europeans 
have  always  treated  the  Americans  in  the  bell  man- 
ner to  make  ufeful  eilabliftxments  among  them  § 
benefit  of  the  treafures  they  fet  fo  little  value  upon ; 
increafe  shtir  happineis,  and  oblige  them  to  bleis^the 
day,  that  had  brought  them  acquainted  with  the 
light  of  the  Gofpel. 

l^M  well  aware  of  the  prejudices  that  fo  general- 
ly prevail, .  in  regard  to  the  fubjedl  I  am  about  to 
handle.  I  know  that  miflaken  notions,  concerning 
the  empire  and  riches  of  the  Jefuits  of  Par^uay, 
have  gained  even  lippnt' Aole^  who  exprefs  the 
greateft  efleem  for  the  fociety,  fince  fome  perfons 
merdy  through  concern  for  its  honour,  have  endea- 
voured to  divert  me  from  this  undertaking  But  con- 
fidering  the  number  and  authenticity  of  the  proofs 
I  had  to  offer  in  his  vindication,  I  judged  this  jwe- 
vention  6f  it's  friends  was  another  reaibn  for  my  not 
going  back.;  arid  I  hope  the  world  'will  approve 
my  perfeverance.  What  pleafure,  in  faft,  muft  not 
a  reader  enjoy,  one,  I  itlean,  who  loves  aiid  fincerely 
defiles  to  difcov^  tr^th,;  in  feeing  it  burft  forth 
throiagh '  ctouds,  with  which  mabce  had  endea- 
voured to  invdve  it !  I  am  even  perfuaded,  that 
ntunbers  will  be  furprized  at  the  fociety's  having  fo 
long  neglefted  to  open  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  can 
have  no  intereft  in  being  miftaken,  concerning  a 
point,  which  is  far  from  being  fo  indifferent  as 
Ibme  perfons  may  be  apt  to  imagine ;  and  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  inform  the  publick,  tl»t  I  at  firft  fet 
about  this  Hiltory,  merely  to  comply  with  the  defires 
of  a  Prince,*  who  judged  it  requifite  for  the  honour 
of  religion,  of  which  he  has  been,  to  the  hour  of  his 
deadi,  one  of  the  greatdl  ornaments. 

f 

*  The  late  Duke  of  Orlcaui,  who  died  the  fourth  of  Fe^ 
bniarv,  1752. 
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Besides,  this  Hiltery  feerhea  to  contain  every- 
thing that  can  either  pleafe  or  inftruft,  by  the  vari-* 
ety  and  importance  of  it's  materials,  and  efpecially 
the  beauty  and  noveky  of  the  eftabliihments,  that 
form  one  of  it's  principal  obje£ts;  I;  mean  thofe 
Chriftian  republicks,  of  which  no  models  had  as  yet 
appeared  in  the  world ;  republicks,  founded  in  the 
center  of  the  moil  favage  barbariim,  upon  a  |dan 
more  perfect  than  thofe  imagined  by  Pkto,  Bacon^ 
and  the  illuftrious  author  of  Telemachus,  and  by 
men,  who  employed  in  founding  them  no  other  ce- 
ment, but  their  ftveat  and  their  blood ;  who,  from 
HO  other  motives  but  God's  glory  and  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  and  with  no  oAer  weapons  but  the  Gof- 
pel,  have  braved  the  fury  of  the  moft  intradlable  fa- 
vages,  whom,  the  arms  of  the.  Spaniards,  had  only 
feryed  to  irritate ;  have  thoroughly  civilized  them, 
and  convert^  them  into  Chrifbians,  whofe  virtues 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  palt  have  been  the 
admiration  of  all  thofe  that  havb  taken  th&neaneft 
view  of  them;  and  who, jn  fine,  become  Apdftles 
almoil  as  foon  as  Chriftians,  make  as  many  fpiritual 
conquefb  as  their  paftors ;  and  when  their,  zeal  is 
not  attended  with  fuccefs,  look  upon  martyrdom  as 
an  ample  reward  for  all  their  labours ;  nor  is  this 
aB,  for  thefe.  fpiritual  labourers,  zealous  for  the^b^ 
ry  of  their  fovereign  and  the  intereft  of  their  coun- 
trymen, have  brought  their  new  converts  tojyieldto 
the  crown  of  Spain,  an  homage,  the  fincerity  of 
which  may  be  fo  much  the  more  depended  upon,  as 
it  was  quite  voluntary,  as  their,  loyalty  befidels  has 
more  than  once  weathered  with  honour  the  fevereft 
trials ;  and  as,  by  paying  the  moft  ready  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  their  tovercign,  and  facrificing  to  his 
fervice  their  lives  and  their  properties,  with  unexam-* 
pled  alacrity,  they  have  given  the  joioft  {msb&ory 
proofis,  that  in  fo  doing  they  are  perfuaded  they  ferve 
God  himfctf,  and  from'  him  alone  expcft  *  their 
reward. 
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When  all  thefe  fadts  have  been  well  proved  by 
the  imiforra  teftiraony  of  perfons^  who  had  the  beft 
opporti^nity  of  fifting  into  the  truth  of  them,  and 
the  greateft  intereft  in  not  fufFeringthemfelves  to  be 
impded  upon,  the  world,  no  doubt,  will  be  gready 
fiirprifed  to  find,  that  e^dbliihnaents  {6  glorious  to 
rel^^^n,  and  fo.  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  have  required 
to.pfoted  and  preferve  them,  all  the  authority  the 
l^gs  of.  Spain  ooiild  exert ;  that  even  peribns,  wha 
\^ere  boipd  by  all  manner  of  ties  to.  fiivour  thefe 
efiabiifhinents,  have,  omitted  nothing  tQdi%uft  thofe 
who  undertook  to  £orm  them,  and  make  dieir  la-- 
hours  mifcarry ;  ai|d  that  they  have  been  often  ru- 
ined by  men  catling  themfelves  Chriftiaps,  vdio^ 
through  fordid  and  .  felf-interefted  views  have 
b^itchered  or  worried  to  death,  by  the  moft  cruel 
IJavery,  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Neo- 
phytes. But  it  was  the  work  of  God,  and  tl%  fitlefi 
to  difplay  his  wifdom  and  bis  power.  Thofe,  whom 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  employ  as  his  inftruments,  in 
fb.. glorious  an  ^it^rprife,  might  w^l  expe£k  diat 
Hell:  would  leave  no  ftone  unturned  to  make  it  mif- 
aarf y.;  and  e^^ierience  ha9  but  too  well  proved  the 
jnftaefk  of  their  appcehenfaons. 

Foft,  not  tafpeak  of  the  inamenfe  hbours  and 
dai^ers  of  every  kind  inevitabl]^  attending  thia 
new  ij^cks  of  Apoftlefhip,  whepetfaey  hadall  the 
elements  to  contend  with,  and  unhoi^table  CQuntries 
to.  nmj  over,  whofe  inhabitants  nir  exceeded  ia 
fav^eqefs  the  wild  beaiSrs  with  which  they  abounded, 
what  pen  can  rekue  what  thciy  had  to  fuffcr,  evea 
from  me  domeflics  of  that  fciith  they  were  labour- 
ing to  propagate  ?  Continually  oppofed,  loaded 
with-  calumny  in  every  part  of  the  known  world, 
dfis&a.  with  violence  and  infamy  from  their  houfes, 
a^ou&d  at  every  ^ibunal  a&male&^ors  and  traitors  ;^ 
they  have  often  feen  the  moft  promifin^  fruits  of  alb 
tbeir  labours  defbroyed,  but  thefedifappoiiiinieaiis^ 

audi 
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.  and  perfeoiutions,  inftead  of  damping  their  courage^ 
ferved  rather  to  in(pire  them  with  new  ardour,  bM 
increafe  their  conftancy  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  hff 
means  of  it,  they  have  at  kft  orercome  all  the  obftan 
cles  that  were  thrown  in  their  way.  But  before  t 
enter  upon  the  relation  of  fo  many  various  And  un* 
expected  events,  it  is  proper  I  (hoiild  g\ve  a  gefi6^ 
ral  idea  of  die  country,  that  has  been  the  (bene  of 
them,  and  which,  though  fb  much  the  fubjedt  of 
convcrfetion,  very  few  perfons  are  acquainted  with. 
f  (hall  be  more  particular  in  my  defcriptions  and  ob^ 
fervations  as  occafion  offers. 

THE  word  Paraguay  is  the  tiaitie  of  a 
river,  which  iifues  from  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  iA 
about  fixtecn  degrees  thirteen  minutes  of  fbuth  lati* 
tude,  and  twenty-three  degrees  of  longitude,  rcc-*- 
kdning,  as  the  Sjpaniards  do^  from  the  Azore  iflands^ 
and  after  running  a  gcxxl  way  to  the  fouth  ^^eft, 
turns  to  the  ibuth.  This  word  fignifks,  in  the 
language '  of  {bmt  of  the  neighbouring  nations. 
Crowned  River,  as  ifthe  lake  from  which  it  fprings, 
formed  a  crown  about  it's  head.  Don  Mahin  del 
Barco,  Archdeacon  of  Buenos  Ayres,  ih  a  S|>toTfli 
hiftotical  poem,  entitled  Argentina,  pretefid^  that 
the  lake  of  the  Aarayes  is  by  no  means  the  fbtitte  of 
the  Paraguay,  which  he  fays  fome  Perfons,  after 
croffing  this  take,  had  afcended  a  great  deal  higher. 
Without  finding  its  origin.  He  adds,  that  ibme  af^* 
firm  it  flows  fi-om  the  lake  Parime,  in  the  province 
del  Dorado,  whole  exiftence  a  modern  author  ♦  doei. 
tiot  deem  as  fabulous,  as  it  is  generally  believed  t6 
be;  and  this  opinion  perhaps  may  be  fupport^d  by 
afaft,  which  another  author  relates  t,  thougli  With- 
out taking  upon  hint  to  anfwer  for  the  certainty  of  it. 

*  FtA^t  Joftfph  Gutetlk,  m  h»  Orenocd  illiifthited :  6r, 
NatuBtai,  Chril,  tnd  Geogfft^hical  Hiftory  of  that  River,  &c. 
.  f  Father  Peter  Locano,  in  his  Chorographical  Defcription 
of  Great  Chaco. 

B  3  A  Spaniard, 
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A  Spaniard,  fays\he,  called  John  Garcia, 
native  of  the  city  of  the  Affumption,  capital  of  the 
province  of  Paraguay,  after  many  years  flavery 
among  the  Indians,  called  Fayaguas,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  recover  his  liberty,  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  ptefeftt  century  ♦ ;  and  on,  his  return  home  re- 
lated, that  in  a  journey  he  had  made  with  thefe 
Indians,  they  arrived,  after  remounting  the  Para- 
guay and  traverfing  the  lake  of  Xarayes,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  that  falls  into  this  lake ;  and  that 
after  afcending  this  laft  river  for  fome  days,  they 
arrived  oppofite  to  a  mountain  under  which  it  runs ; 
that  thePayaguas,  before  they  venturedintothisdark 
channel,  light  up  flambeaux,  gf  a  kind  of  roiin,  to 
prevent  their  beihgmolefted  by  bats  of  an  enormous 
lize,  which  they  caU  Andiras,  and  which  fall  upon 
paffengers,  who  negled  to  take  this  precaution 
againft  them ;  that  after  pufhing  through  the  moun- 
tain, which  coft  them  two  days,  they  continued 
their  journey  for  fome  time  longer  up  the  river, 'tiU 
they  at  laft  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  another  lake, 
whofe  oppofite  banks  they  could  not  difcover  ;  and 
then  returned  the  fame  way  they  had  advanced. 

Wh  a  t  e  V  e  r  credit  this  relation  may  deferve,  the 
Paraguay,  after  receivingmany  fmaller  rivers,  though 
fome  in  thenifelves  pretty  confiderable,  between  it*s 
iffue  from  the  lake  of  the  Xaraycs  and  the  twenty^* 
feventh  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  is  there  joined  by 
another,  called  Parana,which  fignifies  Sea,  on  account 
of  it's  breadth.  This  river,  after  running  a  gt^t 
way  in  a  direftion  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  the 
Paraguay,  takes  a  turn,  and  rails  into  it  by  a  north* 
eaft  courfe.  The  Paraguay,  deeper  and  narrower 
after  this  acceffion,  flows  direftly  fouthwards  to  the 
latitude  of  thirty-four  degrees,  where  it  is  reinforced 
by  aiiQther  great  river^  called  the  Uruguay,  that 
flows  into  it  &om  the  north-eaft  ;  it  then  runs  eaft 

north- 
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nortb-caft  to  the  Airty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
It  falls  into  the  fea  by  the  name  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 
This  name  even  is  very  often  given  to  the  Paraguay, 
from  the  Parana's  junction  with  it  quite  down  to  it's 
mouth  ;  nor  had  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Paraguay, 
any  other  name,  as  long  as  all  the  country,  through 
which  it  runs,  made  but  one  province.  But  if 
merely  by  the  force  of  cuftom,  for  which  it  is  often 
very  difficult  to  account,  the  Paraguay  has  loft,  not 
only  it's  own  name,  in  .confequence  of  it's  waters 
mixing  with  thofe  of  the  Parana,  but  even  that  of 
Silver  River,  by  which  it  was  known  above  this 
junftion,  through  a  'miftake  I  ftiall  prcfently  takq^ 
notice  of,  it  has  been  amply  indemnified  by  another 
xuftom,  equally  unaccountable,  of  comprehending^ 
under  the  name  of  Paraguay,  that  immenfe  tradt 
of  land,  which,  has  no  bounds  but  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  the  province  of  Sandla  Cruz  della  Sierra, 
and  that  of  Cbarcas,  where  even  the  Jefuits  of  Para- 
guay have  a  college  and  a  great  miffion,  ♦  to  the 
north ;  the  ftrei^ts  of  Magellan  to  the  fouth ; 
Brazil  to  the  eaft ;  Chili  and  Peru  to  the  weft. 

This  vaft  country,  befides  Cbico,  which  is  as 
it  were  the  center  of  it,  though  not  as  yet  reduced, 
contains^'the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  the  provinces  of 
Santa  Cruz  and  las  Charcas,  with  Tucuman  to  the 
weft ;  all  the  courfe  of  the  Parana  and  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata  to  the  eaft ;  and  to  the  fouth  all  the  reft  of  the 
continent  as  far  as  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  where 
the  Jeftiits  have  of  late  begun  to  found  fome  miffions. 
It  is  pretty  evident,  that  in  fo  great  an  extent  of 
knd,  watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  rivers, 
covered  with  immenfe  forefts,  interfered  by  long 
chains  rf  mountains,  moft  of  them  very  high,  and 
foiiie  even  reaching  to  the  clouds ;  where  all  the 
low*lands  are  ftibje^t  to  inundations,   for  extent 

B  4  and 

*  The  college  of  Tarija,  in  the  province  of  las  Charcas,  and 
the  miflions  of  the  Chiqui  tes  in  that  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra 
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and  duradon  fuperior  to  diofe  oi  any  pdier  country 
we  are  acquamted  with;  where  there  arp:  every 
where  great  numbers  of  lakes  and  piarihes^^  whoTe 
putrefial  waters  cannot  but  gready  infeft  the  air  ; 
where  the  lands,  in  fine,  that  have  been-  cleared 
and  cultivated,  are  nothing  in  compariibn  to  tbofe, 
that  ftill  remain  in  a  ftate  of  nature  \  it  is  pretty 
evident,  I  &y,  that  in  fucha  vafl:  country,  there  mu|b 
be  a  great  variety  in  the  temperature  of  it's  air, 
as  \vell  as  in  the  manners  and  charadto'  of  its 
inhabitants. 

To  SPEAK  in  general  of  the  people,  we  may 
affirm  that  they  are  more  or  lefs  of  an  olive  a»x>- 
plexion  j  that  they  are  conunonly  rather  below  than 
above  the  middling  ftature,  thou^  it  is  no  unconv- 
inon  thing  to  find  among  them  perfons  ot  the  higbeft  \ 
.that  moil  of  them  are  pretty  thick  legged  and  jointed, 
and  round  andiemewhat  flat  faced ;  tlmtalmoftall 
the  men,  and  even  the  children,  e(pecially  in  the 
warmer  climates,  go  quite  naked  ;  and  the  women 
wear  no  more  coverings  than  the  tmBl  relaxed  too^ 
defty  ieems  abfolutely  to  require ;  that  thofe  of  every 
nation  have  their  own  particular  manner  of  adoring 
or  rather  disfiguring  tl^mfetves^  fbmetimes  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  tp  make  the  moft  hideous  appearance^  that 
there  are  ibme  however,  who  occafioaadly  wear  cap3 
andother  ornaments  made  of  the  mod  boettitifijl  fear 
thers  i  that  almofl:  all  of  them  are  naturally  dull,  cruel, 
andmconftant;  treacherous,  andexceflivelyvoraci^ 
ous,  and  cannibals,  given  to  drunkecne^  void  of  fore- 
fight  or  precaution,  even  in  the  QK)ft  indiipenfibk 
concerns  of  life,  lazy  and  indolent  beypnd  the  power 
of  expreffion ;  that  except  a  few,  whom  the  love  of 
plunder  or  revenge  has  rendered  furious  raiher  than 
brave,  moil  of  them  are  arrant  cowardQ,  and  that 
thofe,  who  have  preierved.  their  liberty,  are  entirdy 
indebted  for  it  to  the  li^tuation  of  the  inacceflible 
plac^,  where  they  have  taken  refuge. 

:  -       The 
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The  fiirft  Spaniards  who  entered  Paraguay,  made 
not  the  leaft  doubt  of  their  finding  great  treafures  in 
it-    They  thought  it  impoffible,  that  a  country  fo 
near  Peru  ihoukl  not  contain  a  great  many  mines 
of  cold  and  fihrer ;  and  though  it  was  not  long 
betore  themiibike,  Upon  which  this  falfe  notion  was 
founded,  and  of  which  I  Ihall  fpeak  hereafter,  came 
to  be  difcovcrcd,  the  world,  for  more  than  a  century, 
continued  to  ^peak  of  Paraguay,  as  a  country  aboun- 
ding in  mines.    This  we  may  infer  from  the  title 
of  Argentina,  which  Don  Martin  del  Barco  gave  his 
poem,   as  if  the  whole  country  was  but  one  great 
mine  of  filver.    But  I  (hall  here  infcrt  what  Don 
PediD  Eftevan  Davilla,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
wiote  tohis  Catholic  majefty  concerning  it  in  1637*. 
^  The  iangaine  hopes  which  people  entertain  of 
**  being  able  to  make  great  fwtunes  in  thefe  pro- 
**  vinces  t,  are  particularly  founded'upon  the  belief 
^  of  their  containing  metals  apd  other  precious  arti- 
f '  cles.  Of  this  I  have  already  fent  your  majefty  the 
^  moft  ample  informations,  with  a  lift  of  fomeauthen- 
*^  tic  papers  concerning  ttem ;  and  I  know  for  ccr- 
**  tain,  that  thefe  papers  have  been  dcpofitod  among 
the  archives  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies. 
People  had  fixneconfuied  notions  of  thefe  tretfiires, 
fo  early  as  the  government  of  Don  RuizDiaz  Mel- 
*'  garejo,  who  founded  the  city  of  Villarica;  but  after 
"  many  endeavours  to  obtain  a  more  diftin^  account 
^  of  them,  it  appeared  that  what  had  already  been  tc- 
^^  latfid  dE  d^m,  was  too  uncertain  to  be  depended 
**  upon.  The  laft  perfon  who  undertook  to  difcover 
^  the  mines,  was  Manuel  de  Fr  las,  fon^in-law  of  Don 
**  Rni2i  and  firft  governw  of  Pa^raguay,  when  this 
**  country  was^  cKvided  mto  tMro  governments.    He 

*  Father  Anthony  Rui«4e  MontOTHy  m  his  Sphritudl  Con- 
qncft,  &c.  fol.  48. 

t  The  province  of  <fan7m^rn  tfaiit  'whidi  they  crhieflj 
had . their  ifcye  to, 
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*'  io  litde  doubted  of  fuccefe,  that  he  entered  into 
*'  an  agreement  with  your  majeftyon  the  occafion  $ 
**  and  I  have  been  informed  by  perfbns  of  credit, 
/  *'  that  he  did  every  thing  that  lay  in  his  power  to 

*'  fulfil  his  engagements ;  but  that  all  his  refearches 
**  proved  fruidefe.  I  have  already  fent  your  majefty 
*'  all  the  written  informations^conceming  his  enqui- 
*'  ries,  and  I  know  for  certain  they  are  to  be 
**  found  among  the  archives  of  the  royal  coun- 
**  cil  of  the  Indies.  I  have  two  reafons  for  believing 
that  thefe  papers  deferve  no  credit.  In  the  firft 
place,  the  governors  I  ^ve  mentioned  omitted 
nothing  to  difcover  thefe  mines ;  fecondly,  all  the 
**  witnefles  that  had  affirmed  upon  oath  the  credibili- 
ty of  their  exiflence,  were  perfbns  prejudiced  a- 
gainft  the  company  of  Jefus,  and  befides,  wanted 
the  neceflary  qualifications  to  draw  up  informati- 
ons, fit  to  be  laid  before  your  ma^efty." 
It  is  true  indeed,  that  people  mr  a  long  time 
thought  they  could  difcern  fome  indication  of  gold 
mines,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  which  the 
Spaniards  built  under  the  name  of  Xeres,  pretty  near 
the  Paraguay,  on  the  road  from  thence  to  Brazil,  and 
the  Portugutfe  afterwards  deftroyed;  but  thefedelu- 
five  appearances  vanifhed  at  laft^^nd  the  inhabitants 
of  Xefes  were  always  wretchedly  ^or.  This  was 
likewifethecafewith  thofeof  Villarica,  whofefounders 
were  too  hafty  indecoratingitwkh&  pompous  a  title; 
and  whofe  inhabitants,  continually  amjoyed  by  the 
Portuguefe,  found  themfelves  at  idft  un^er  a  neceffi- 
ty  of  removing  nearer  to  the  Paraguay,  Where  they 
built  a  new  town  under  the  larne  name  with  th4t 
they  had  deferted,  and  with  as  Httle  realbn  *.  It  has 
however  thriven  the  better  for  it's  inhabitants  not 
depending  any  longer  on  imaginary  mines,  which 
hinderedU  from  takingfbr  Sieir  fubfiftence  furer 
pjid  more  confiftent  meafures. 


J  J. 


'^  Ir  lis  now/commonly  called  la  Villa. 
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P£  A  R  L  s  were  found  for  fome  time  in  a  Kttle  lake 
at  a  finall  diftance  from  the  fpot,  where  the  city  of 
Santa-Fe  originally  ftood ;  and  the  author  of  die 
Argentina  fpeaks  of  them  with  his  ufual  emphafis  ; 
in  fpite  of  which,  however,  they  were  foon  forgot. 
At  kft,  a  Spaniard,  who  had  been  taken  in  his 
infancy  by  the  Abipones,  obferving  on  his  return 
home,  that  the  women  were  very  fond  of  fuch  things, 
related  that  the  Indians,  among  whom  he  had  lived, 
very  often  found  them  in  their  nets,  when  fifliing 
in  the  above  lake,  but  tjirew  them  back  into 
the  water  as  things  of  no  '  value  ;  and  upon  this, 
proper  perfbns  were  difpatched  to  examine,  on 
the  fpot,  the  truth  of  his  rifeport,  which  they  found 
to  be  exadt.  It  is  very  probable  however,  that  either 
the  filhery  was  not  abundant,  or  the  pearls  not  cle^r 
enough  to  quit  coft ;  for  I  could  never  difcover  that 
they  made  any  part  of  the  commerce  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  or  enriched  the  inhabitants  of  Santa-Fe. . 

I  HAVB  feen  a  manufcript,  that  I  think  may  be 
depended  upon,  which  affirms  that  in  the  city  of 
the  Aflumption,  capital  of  the  province  of  Paraguay, 
the  ladies  adorn  themfelves  with  jewels,  ^hich  are 
pretty  common  in  that  country.  But  the  author 
does  not  inform  us,  what  kind  of  jewels  they  are  ^ ; 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  any  more  con- 
cerning them  in  any  other  writer.  Father  Anthony 
Sepp,  a  German  jefuit,  who  Ipent  many  years  in  the 
miflions  of  Paraguay,  and  has  left  us  fome  letters  in 
his  native  tongiie,  th^t  have  been  fince  tranflated  into 
Latin,  made  likewife  a  difcovery,  which,  if  what  he 
found  had  been  rpore  common,  might  have  been  very 
ufeful  in  this  part  of  America.  Happening  one  day 
to  take  notice  of  a  very  hard  flone,  which  tJhe  Indians 
call  Itacana,  becaufe  it  is  full  qf  little  black  fpots  ; 

he 

*  JoyaSy  que  no  ay  pocQ  en  el  Paraguay,  y  las  ningeres  ft 
hazen  y  adorhan,  como  en  otra  qnalquies  Chtdad; 


ii  THE    HISTORY 

he  found,  on  throwing  it  into  a  very  fierce  fire,  that 
thefe  fpots  were  very  good  iron  ;  but  thefe  ftones 
are  very  fcarce.  Mines  of  this  ufeful  nietal  have 
been  difcoVcred  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  butfo 
poor,  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  procure 
From  other  places  almoft  all  the  iron  they  make 
ufe  of. 

In  the  vaft  plains,  which  extend  from  Buends 
Ayres  to  Chili,  and  a  great  way  to  the  (buth,  feme 
horfes  and  horned  cattle,  that  the  Spaniards  left  be- 
hind them  in  the  fields,  on  their  evacuating  that 
town  a  little  after  it's  foundation,  multiplied  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that,  fo  early  as  the  year  i6a8,  a  very 
gobd  horfe  might  be  purchafed  for  two  needles,  and 
an  ox  in  proportion.  Now  indeed,  thefe  creamres 
are  only  to  be  found  in  pretty  diftant  placed.  It  is 
however  but  thirty  years  ago,  that  lio  mip  left  Bue- 
nos Ayres  without  forty  or  fifty  thoufana  ox  hides, 
and  that  number  is  not  to  be  obtained  without  killing 
at  leaft  eighty  thoufand  beafts,  as  no  (kins,  but  fuch 
as  are  ftatutable,  or  the  Ikins  of  bulls,  and  of  a 
certain  meafiire,  are  allowable  in  trade.  There  are 
befidcs  huntfinen,  who,  of  all  the  oxen  they  kill, 
carry  off  nothing  but  the  tongues  and  the  tallow, 
which  in  this  country  ferves  for  butter,  lard,  and 
oil. 

But  this,  after  all,  is  not  fufficient  to  give  a 
juft  idea  of  the  multiplication  of  thefe  ufefiil  animals 
in  Paraguay ;  for  the  dc^,  of  which  great  numbers 
are  likewife  turned  wild,,  the  tygers  and  the  Hms, 
deftroy  more  of  them  than  can  be  well  imagined. 
It  is  «ven  faid,  that  the  lians  don't  wait  as  the  tygers 
3o  *till  hunger  pinches  them,  to  hunt .  d6wn  the 
oxen,  but  often  attack  them  merely  for  the  feke  of 
diverfion  ;  and  that  they  have  been  feen  to  kill  ten 
or  twelve  at  a  time,  and  touch  but  one.  The  dogs 
however  are  the  greateft  enemies  of  thefe  animals. 
It  iis  now  more  than  twenty  years,  fmce  the  price  of 
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tilUow  md  hides  rofe  feventy  per  cent,  at  Buenos 
Ayf€$  t  wd  if  evear  this  wild  breed  of  horned  cattle 
becomes  extinft  in  the  country,  it  rnuflk  chiefly  be 
attributed  to  the  conftant  war  the  do^  make  upon 
tjbem9  and  which  they  will  as  certainly  continue 
^g/ur^  the  inhabitants,  when  the}r  can  find  no  more 
hm&s  to  prey  upon.  But;  what  is  moil:  fuxprizing, 
t^e  is  no  opening  the  eyes  of  the  conunon  peopk 
of  Buenos  Ayres  on  this  occaiion;  fcx*  a  governor  of 
the  province  having  (Hice  fent  ibme  £bldiers  oa  an 
expedition  againft  thefe  troublelbme  animals,  the 
poor  men  nact  with  no  other  welcome  at  their  re- 
turn but  fhout&  of  dertfioa  and  contempt,  joined 
to  the  title  of  dog-kiUers,  for  which  reafon  not  one 
of  them  could  ever  iince  be  prevailed  upon  to  go 
upon  the  &me  errand. 

Ti|B  manner  ia  which  they  hunt  the  homed 
catde^  and  for  which  they  have  no  other  name  but 
that  of*  MataiKa,  or  Buischery,  is  pretty  fingular. 
A  number  of  himtfmen  gather  together,  and  repair 
on  horftbadc  to  fbme  gieat  plain,  entirdy  covered 
with  tbfife  animals..  They  diea  feparate^  and  widt 
a  kind  of  hatchet,  wfaofe  edge  refembles  a  crefcent^ 
iky  about  them  with  alt  their  mighty  aiming  at  the 
hmdl^srof  the  animals  in  order  to  hamfbing  them  ; 
for  this  once  efBbdhsd, .  the  animal  faHs  to  the  groi2nd 
without  bdng  able  to  rife  again,  fo  that  the  huntfinea 
may  comtisiue  their  game,  'till  of  many  hundreds 
t^yhavenot'leftafiBgiebeaftftanding;  and  fame 
people  pretieqd^ .  that  a  good  hand  will  in  this  manner 
difii)k  e^t  hundred  oooea  in  an  hour ;  but  ^m 
account  appears  rather  exaggerated.  Ia  tiheoon-^ 
ftecaardoDy  vditdi  ar  fiift  feizes  tfaefe  anima&,  they 
ciDiEni  togetiiec  ia  ftich  conft^on  as  to  impede  racb 
ttthes'sifiE^^  toad  theneby  afibrd  the  huntiiiien  an 
qpportUEkicf  of  takh^  fisom  tuiie  to  time  $t  little  rtft 
^wt  irfieihment.  At  lafl,  after  fome  days  fpent  in 
ibis  violent  exercife;  they  remrn  the  feme  way  diey 
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came,  find  their  oxen  where  they  left  them,  difpatch 
them  at  their  leifiire,  and  carry  off  as  much  of  them 
as  they  can. 

We  may  well  imagine,  that  the  great  number  of 
carcaffes  thefe  huntfmen  leave  behind  them,  would, 
if  permitted  to  rot,  caufe  an  infedtion  in  the  air, 
which  might  be  attended  with  very  difegreeable 
confequences  ;  but  clouds  of  Vultures,  •  as  large 
as  eagles,  and  other  birds  of  prey,  foon  fall  upon 
them,  fo  that  in  a  few  days  nothing  remains  but 
the  bare  bones.  The  horfes  are  taken  with  noofes, 
and  as  they  are  born  and  bred  wild,  and  of  Spanilh 
origin,  are  very  handfome  and  fwift-footed.  The 
Indians,  however,  who  are  alfo  very  nimble,  con- 
trive to  turn  them  towards  places  where  they  know 
they  muft  meet  with  obftacles  to  flop  their  flight ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  get  within  reach  of  them,  caft 
lioofes  about  their  legs,  leap  upon  them  without  any 
further  ceremony,  and  have  foon  tamed  them. 
There  are  a  great  many  mules  in  Paraguay,  and  they 
muft  be  very  ufeful  in  a  country  where  there  are 
few  beaten  roads,  a  great  deal  of  up-and-down  hill, 
and  here  and  there  a  great  many  t^  fteps. 

Bu  T  the  greateft  riches  of  both  the  Spaniards  and 
tlie  Indians  of  this  province,  thofe  Indians  efpe- 
cially  whom  the  jefuits  have  formed  into  towns  or 
villages,  formerly  confifted,  and  in  regard  to  many 
of  them  ftill  confift,  in  the  Herb  of  Paraguay.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  fale  of  this  vegetable  was  at  nrft  fo 
confiderable,  and  enriched  fo  many  perfons,  that 
tJiofe,  who  before  were  reduced  to  the  bare  neceC- 
fence  of  life,  foon  faw  themfelvcs  in  pofleflion  of 
ample  fortunes.  But  as  luxury,  like  fire,  is  always 
upon  the  increafe,  and  not  to  be  ftopt  as  long  as 
it  finds  materials  to  feed  upon,  the  Spaniards,  to 
fopport  it,  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 

Indians, 

f  The  people  of  tie  country  call  them  Condors. 
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Indians  who  had  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  them^ 
or  had  been  reduced  by  the  fuperior  force  of  arms  v 
at  firft  they  made  fervants  of  them,  but  {bon  after 
began  to  confider  them  as  flaves.  And  as  they  had 
no  mercy  for  thefe  unhappy  creatures^,  many  of  them 
perifhed  under  a  fpecies  of  drudgery  they  were  nor 
accuilomed  to,  and  the  bad  u&ge  with  which  their 
cruel  talk-mafters  puniftied  their  waflre  of  ftrensth, 
rather  than  their  want  of  will  j  others  made  their 
efcape,  and  became  moft  irreconcileable  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards,  many  of  whom  by  this  means  funic 
back  into  their  former  indigence,  without  learning 
Aereby  to  become  more  kborious.  Luxury  had 
multiplied  their  wants,  fo  that  the  herb  of  Paraguay 
alone  was  no  longer  fiidiicient  to  content  them,  as  ic 
formerly  ufed  to  do ;  and  though  it  were,  many 
were  too  poor  to  purchaie  any,  as  the  extraordinary 
cofifumptioB  of  it  bad  conilderably  enhanced  it*s 
value. 

This  herb,  fo  famous  in  South- America  and 
Spainj  is  but  very  little  known  in  France.  Though 
called  an  herb,  it  is  the  leaf  of  a  tree  of  the  fize  of 
a  middling  apple-tree.  In  tafte  it  greatly  refembles 
Aat  of  mallows,  and  in  figure,  when  full  grown, 
that  of  the  orange-tree.  It  has  likewife  fome  re- 
femblance  to  the  Coca  of  Peru,  but  is  more  efteemed, 
even  in  Peru,  where  it  is  fent  in  great  quantities, 
elpecially  into  the  mountains,  and  wherever  there 
is  any  mining  gfoing  forward,  the  Peruvian  Spa- 
niards finding  it  the  more  neceffary,  as  the  ufe  of 
wine  in  their  country  is  attended  with  very  bad  con-* 
fequences.  It  is  fent  there  well  dried,  and  in  a  manner 
reduced  to  powder ;  but  in  preparing  it,  they  don't 
permit  it  to  remain  long  in  the  water,  as  it  would 
then  give  an  infufion  as  black  as  ink.  They  diftin-> 
guifh  two  Q)ecies  of  it,  though  both  are  but  one  and 
the  fame  leaf.  The  firft  is  called  Caa,  or  Ouuni- 
3i  i  and  the  fecond  Caacuys,  or  Yerva  de  Paloa ;  but 
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Father  del  Techo  pretends,  that  itsgeQerical  noma 
is  Caa,  and  diftinguifties  three  different  fpecies  of 
it,  under  the  names  of  Caacuys,  Caamini^  and 
CaaguazUi 

AccoRDtNO  to  this  author,  who  {pent  great  part 
of  his  life  in  Paraguay,  the  Caacuy^  is  the  firfl:  bud 
that  has  fcarce  begun  to  open  it's  l^ves^  the  Caa^ 
ipini  is  the  full-grown  le$if,  flript  of  it's  ribs  before 
roafting ;  and  the  Caag^azu,  or  Palos,  that  roafled 
without  any  fuch  preparation.  The  roafted  leaves 
are  kept  in  holes  made  under-ground,  and  lined 
with  cow-fkins.  The  Caacuys  will  not  bear  tranf^ 
portation,  nor  does  it  keep  as  long  as  the  two  other 
kinds,  which  are  fent  in  great  quantities  to  Tucuman, 
Peru,  and  Spain.  It  is  eve^  certain,  that  this  herb 
has  on  the  fpot  where  it  grows;  a  bitterneis,  that 
confideraWy  increafes  both  it's  price  and  it's  virtues^ 
and  is  not  to  be  perceived  any  where  elife.  Ta 
prepare  the  Caacuys,  they  throw  into  boiling  water 
the  leaf  pulverized  and  afterwards  reduced  into 
apaile.  Asfaft  as  this  pafte  difTolves^  whatever 
earth  mi^t  have  remained  in  it,  flies  to  the  top  of 
the  water,  and  is  fkimmed  off.  The  water  is  then 
i^r^ned  through  a  cloth,  and  after  being  left  to 
fettle  a  little,  is/ucked  up  through  a  pipe/  They 
very  feldooi  put  any  fugar  into  it,  but  cuiily  a  little 
Ipmon  juioe,  or  certain  very  fweet  fcented  paftils. 
When  taken  by  way  of  vomit,  it  is  made  weaker, 
and  perntitfed  to  grow  luke^warm. 
'  The  chief  manufa^ure  of  this  herb  is  at  la  Villa, 
or  the  New  Villatica,  which  lies  near  the  mountains 
qf  Maraeayu,  fituated  to  the  eafl  of  the  Paraguay  in 
qjx)ut  twtptyi-five  degrees  twenty-five  minutesfouthr 
latitude,  this  being  the  diffarid:  of  the  whole 
cQUfltry,  in  whi^  the  Caa-tree  thrives  beft  j  but  it 
dpes  not  grow  on  the  mountains,  but  in  the  marfhy 
bottoms  pep¥e$ni.  them.  They  fometimes  fend  to 
Peril  alone^  nojefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand  arobes^ 

each 


^uJt  of  mentyrfivf  pomids  of  ftctem  ounces*  ^^u) 
the  arrobe  i&  wotth  kvcn  ^ro^^ni^.  of  our  mo^f  y .  t 
The  Caacuys,  haw&ver,  faja^  no  Hqi^  price^  £(h4  tbe 
Caamini  feUs  for  twice  as  much  a&  thf  Paloe.  :  The 
iodiaos  e^bliftied'  m  the  di(bu5t&  of  UrugMay  wk) 
Parana^  under  the  Q^sv^^of  thejefiius^ha^v^p^^ 
cd  fome  feedji  of  this  tceey  which  they  brought  wi(h 
them  from  Maraii^ayu,  and  the  tf^es  prodi^eed.  frofit 
thefe  feed$  bayq  very  Uitle^  if  at  ,gJl,  degjeu^r^ted 
But  the  new  Chmftians  nial|!3  non«  of  the  f^tik  kHid» 
keep  the  Caai^i&i  ioi  their  own  ufe,  and  fell  th» 
Palo&  to  pay  their  tribute,  and  purchafe  other  cohiit 
snodities  they  iland  in  need  of.  The  Caa  f<pedft  xffr 
ifemble  thofc  of  the  ivy. 

Tub  Sp^i^d^  pretend,  f}ia^;$h!ey  j^fkh  u^  .this 
herb  a  reipedy  or  a  pre(brva|iv6  apunfl  ^U  their 
disorders.  We  cannot,  indeed,  rem&  it  th&  ho- 
npur  of  being  very  opting  ^vnd  4it)retic.  -  h  is  "fyid^ 
that  ibme  per/ba$;  having  at.  Eril;  taken  it  (9  exc^ 
it  enth-elj  d^iyed  t^aew  of  jb^  u&:of  th^s  iepfe? 
iofT  fevef^l  day3  ^  t>ut  wh^  is  a;|o^  fui^pvizingin/  :(hi8 
herb  is,  that  it  often  produces  q^i^e  cpntvar>f  >e$^s ;. 
as  that,  for  exanapb,:  of  puxgung  and  nouri(hin&,  ci 

fVing  fleep  tq  the  reftlefs^aiid  fpirits  to  the  4l*<>Wi^- 
hofe,  whp  have  once  coijtraiSted  the  habit  of  ta- 
king this  herjbai  find  it  a  yety  difii^uk  naatte^  lo- leave 
it  off,  or  ^v^n  ujfe  it  but  nioderftf:ety,  though '#^» 
taken  to  exc^^it  not  only  btfi|>gs  on  drunkenpeisb 
but  mofl  of  thofe  diioFders,  wi^  which  the  t^o  free 
ufe  of  the  ilroDgeil  liquors  is.  attended^ 

Almost  ey^ry  foreft  of  thi§  country .^^botukiB 
with  bees^  which  make  their  hives  ia  theho)k)^ 
pf  trees...  There  are  here.te?*  different  fpepi^  of 
thefe  ufeful  infqdt^.  Ths^t  ,moft  ^e&tnt4  fi^  th^ 
whitenefe  of  i^s.waK,  and  the  44ica<^y  of  ifs  J¥?R^   "f 

.     Vol.  L      '  G  is    i 
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is  called  Opemus,  but  it  is  very  fcarce.  The  Cot- 
ton tree  is  a  native  of  the  country,  and  grows  in 
thickets,  like  what  I  iaw  in  Louifiana.  It  bears  th^ 
very  firft  year,  but  muft  be  pruned  like  the  vine. 
It  flowers  in  December  and  January,*  and  its  flower^ 
which  refembles  the  yellow  tulip,  fades  and  withers 
away  three  days  after  blowing.  The  pod  contained 
in  the  flower  is  quite  ripe  in  February,  and  yields  a 
woo!"^  which  is  not  only  very  white,  but  very  good  in 
every  other  refped.  The  Indians  I  fpok^  of,  began 
to  foW  hemp-feed ;  but  having  found  it  a  troublefbme 
taflc  to  prepare  it  fbl*  fpihning,  mofl:  of  them  aban- 
doned the  enterplrize.  The  Spaniards  have,  on  thiis 
occafion,  fliewed  more  cpnftancy  than  the  Indians, 
and  make  ufe  of  hemp  in  pretty  large  quantities. 

-  Be sti)ts  maiz^  manioc,  and  ■  potatoes,  which 
thrive  vety  well  in  feveral  places,  and  in  which  the 
food  of  thofe  Indians,  who  cultivated  the  earth, 
chiefly  confifted,  there  are  in  this  country  many 
fruits  and  (imples^  not  known  in  Europe:  I  (hall 
namfe'arid  defcribe  fome  of  them,  as  occafion  offers. 
-Tiie^e  are  fome  fruits  in  particular,  of  which  the 
Spafiiards  make  excellent  Iweet-meats.  Some  have 
planted  vines  here^  which  don't  thrive  equally  in  eve^ 
ry  cfiilrift ;  but  a  great  deal  of  wine  is  made  at  Ri- 
oja  and  Gorduba,  two  towns  of  Tucuman.  That  of 
Gorduba  is  greafy,  ftrong  and  heady.  That  of  Rioja 
has  none  of  thefe  faults ;  but  at  Mendoza,  a  town  in 
the  government  of  Chili,  and  fituated  in  the  Cordil^ 
liera,  at  about  twenty-five,  leagues  from  Corduba^ 
they  make  a  wine  very  little  inferior  to  that  of 
Sp^ift.  Wheat  Jias  been  fown  in  fome  jJaces ;  birt 
it  is  feldom  made  ufe  of  but  for  cakes  and  other 
thingi  of  that  kind.  There  are  every-where  veno- 
mous herbs,  with  which  fome  Indians  poifon  their  ar- 
rows; 

*  It  la  proper  the  reader  fliould  attend  to  the  great  difFer- 
ciice  betwesffii  the  feafons  in  Pai:aguaj  and  Europe,  occafton- 
ed  by  their  lying  at  different  fides  ot  the  Equinodtial  Lime. 
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rows ;  but  the  antidotes  are  equally  common ;  and 
among  others  the  herb  called  fparrow's-berb^  which 
forms  pretty  large  buihes,  and  was  difcovered  and 
obtained  its  name,  in  the  following  manner: 

Among  the  different  kinds  of  fparrows  found  in 
thefe  provinces,  moll  of  which  are  of  the  fize  of  our 
black-  birds,  there  is  a  very  pretty  one,  called  put- 
cagua.  This  little  creature  is  very  fond  of  the  flelh 
of  vipers,  againfl  whom,  for  this  reafon,  h^  wages 
a  continual  war.  As  foon  therefore  as  he  fpies  one 
of  thefe  reptiles,  he  whips  his  head  under  his  wing, 
and  gathers  himfelf  up  into  a  round  ball,  without 
the  lead  appearance  of  life  or  motion  \  he  does  not 
however  cover  his  eyes  fo  entirdy,  but  what  he  may 
peep  thro'  the  feathers  of  his  wing,  and  obferve  the 
motions  of  his  game,  which  he  fuflfers  to  apprcmch 
without  ftirring,  'till  he  finds  it  near  enough  to  re- 
ceive a  ftroke.  of  his  bill,  which  he  then  fuddenly 
difcharges  at  it;  .  The  viper  imniediately  returns  the 
compliment  with  another  of  his .  tongue ;  but  the 
minute  the  fparrow  finds  himfelf  bounded,  he  fliesr 
to  his  herb,  eats  Ibme  of  it,  and  is  inftantly  cured. 
He  then  returns  to  the  charge,  andhasrecourfe.  to  his' 
herb  every  time  the  viper  ftings  him*.  This  conflift- 
kfts  till  the  viper,  destitute  of  the  feme  refource,*^ 
has  loft  all  his  blood.  As  foon  as  the  reptile  is  deady 
the  fparrow  falls  to  work  upon  the  carcafs,  and  con- 
cludes the  feaft  with  a  new  dofe  of  his  antidote* 

There  are  few.  countries  which  breed  fo  great 
a  number,  and  fo  many  different  fpecies  of  ferpents, 
and  fuch  other  reptiles ;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
of  them  no  way  pojfonbus,  or  whofe  poifon  is  no  way^ 
dangerous.  The  Indians  know  thefe  innocent  tho!  i 
frightful  reptiles,  take  them  up  alive  in  their  hands^  • 
and  make  girdles  of  them,  without,  any  bad  confer' 
quence.   There  are  fome  of  thefe  creatures  twenty- 

C  a  two 

*  By  this  one  wotild  imagine  this  fpatroSi^-berb  a£is  both 
as  a  ftyptic,  and  an  antidote. 
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two  feet  long,  and  proportionably  thick,  that  fwal- 
low  whole  flags,  if  we  may  believe  Ibme  Spaniards, 
who  affure  us  they  have  been  eye-wknefles  to  their 
feats  this  way.  The  Indians  lay,  that  thefe  monfters 
engender  at  the  mouth,  and  that  the  young  ones 
tear  their  way  into  the  world  thro'  the  fides  of  their 
modiers,after  which  the  ftrongeft  devour  the  weak- 
eft.  And  were  it  not  for  this  di^fition  of  Pro- 
vidence, fathfJr  Anthony  Ruiz  de  Mcmtoya,  who 
feems  to  credit  this  account,  obferves,  that  it  would- 
be  impaffible  to  ftir  out  of  doors  without  meeting 
with  thefe  terrible  animals.  Among  thofe  who  are 
oviparous,  there  are  fixne  that  lay  very  large  eggs, 
and  make  ufe  of  in<Aibation  to  hatch  them. 

The  rattle-fnake  fo  common  in  feveral  provinces 
of  North- America^  is  no  where  perhaps  more  fo  than 
m  Paraguay.  It  has  been  obferyed  ia  this  country^ 
that  this  reptile  fiififers  greatly  when  its  gums  are  too 
much  diftoided  widi  venom ;  and  that,  to  get  rid 
of  this  venom,  it  falls  iqpon  every  thing  in  its  way^ 
with  two  crooked  fangs^  pretty  large  at  their  root, 
but  terminating  in  a  point,  and  by  itieans  of  a  hoi- 
bw  in  theie  fangs,  pours  into  the  twund  it  makes 
ail  the  humour  diat  tormiented  it.  Theeffe£ts  of  the 
hhe  of  this,  and  many  other  (pecies  of  ferpents  and 
(hakes,  are  very  fudden :  fbmetime^  the  biood  iifues 
violently  at  the  eyes,  nofe,  ears,  gumsy  and  roots  of 
the  ndik ;  but  there  iare  antklotes  to  be  found  every- 
irhere  aigainft  lihisfoifon.  The  m^  ftxccefsfal  are  a 
ftone^  to  which  they  have  given- che  name  of  «Sf.  Pauly 
bezoard,  and  a  poultice  of  chewed  garKck.  The  very 
head  of  the  animal,  and  its  liver,  whidi  is  hkewiia 
eaten  to  purify  the  blood,  ai^e  equally  e^^cacioixs : 
the  fureft  meehod,  however,  is  td  begin  by  making 
an  incificMi  di  redly  in  the  part  that  has  been  ftiing, 
andlhen  apply  brimftone  to  it.  Nay,  this  drug 
atone  has  been  often  found  to  make  a  perfeft  cure. 

There 
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Tii^ftB  are  here  likewijGb  fome  hunttog  ferpenti) 
which  climb  up  the  trees  to  difcover  their  prey,  and 
from  thence  dart  upon  it  when  within  reach,  fqueeze 
It  (o  tight,  that  it  cannot  fl:ir,  and  then  devour  it 
alive  at  their  leifure.  But  when  they  hivft  e2tt  up 
whole  carcaflfes,  they  become  {o  heavy  as  not  to  be 
able  to  move,  and,  as  they  fometimes  have  not  a  fuf- 
ficient  (tegree  of  natural  heat  to  digeft  fuch  enormous 
meals,  would  inevitably  become  the  vidims  of  their 
own  voracity,  did  not  nature  fu^eft  to  them  a  re- 
medy, which  reafon  certainly  would  never  permit 
them  to  enq[»by.  On  this  occajQon  the  monflier  turns 
up  his  beUy  tsp  the  ilm,  whofe  heat  makes  it  pntrify ; 
the  worms  then  breed  in  it,  and  the  birds,  coming  to 
their  affiftance,  fieed  upon  a  fuperfluity,  which  other* 
wife  would  moft  certainly  kill  him  :  the  patient  takes 
care  not  to  let  the  birds  go  too  great  lengths,  and 
in  a  fhort  time,  after  this  esaraordinary  operation, 
finds  himfeif  as  well  as  ever.  But  it  often  happens, 
they  &y,  that  the  ikin  of  the  ferpent  cbfes  upon  the 
branches  of  trees  upon  which  he  has  been  in  too  great 
ha&c  to  fliadon  hunfetf ;  this  is  a  fcrape,  out  of 
which  he  tmaSt  find  it  a  much  more  difficult  matter 
to  extricate  him&lf  than  die  former. 
.  Many  of  thc&  reptiles  Uvc  upon  fiih ;  and  father 
Montoya,  from  whom  I  have  taken  almofb  all  thefe 
particulars,  informs  u^  that  he  one  day  happened  to 
fj^  a  huge  fnake  whofe  head  was  as  bag  as  a  calFs, 
fifbing  on  the  banks  of  a  river  :  the  firfl  thmg  the 
monfler  did,  was  to  difcharge  by  it's  mouth  a  great 
quantity  of  foam  into  the  river ;  he  then  truft  his 
head  into  the  water,  and  kept  it  very  quiet,  ^tili  a 
great  many  finall  fifhes,  attracted  by  the  foam,  had 
gathered  about  it ;  when  fiiddenly  opening  hisjaws, 
he  laid  about  him,  and  fwaUowed  in  great  numbers 
all  thofb  that  were  unhaj^  enough  to  lie  within  his 
reach.  Aoodier  time,  the  fame  author  aflures  us,  he 
faw  an  Indian  of  the  tallefl  flature,  who  happened  to 

C  3  be 
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be  fiftiing  up  to  his  middle  in  water,  fwallowed  alive 
by  a  huge  fneak,  which  the  next  day  vomited  his 
prey  afhore  quite  whole,  all  to  the  bones  which  were 
fmafhed  to  pieces,  as  if  they  had  been  bruiled  be-? 
tween  two  mill-ftones. 

'  Thi  s  monftrous  fpecies  of  reptiles  never  quit  the 
water  ;  and  in  the  rapids,  which  are  pretty  common 
in  the  Parana,  they  are  often  feen  fwimming  with  a 
huge  tail,  and  their  head,  which  is  likewile  very 
large,  above  water.    The  Indians  fay,  that  they  en- 
gender in  the  fame  manner  with  land-animals,  and 
Siat  the  males  often  attack  women,  as  it  is  pretended 
monkeys  do  in  fome  countries,    One  thing  however 
is  certain,  and  that  is,  that  father  Montoya  was  one 
day  called  upon  to  hear  the  confeffion  of  an  Indian 
woman,  whom,  while  (he  was  walhing  fome  linen 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  one  of  tbefe  animals  at- 
tacked, and,  as  (he  faid,  offered  violence  to  her  :  the 
miffionary  found  her  ftretched  on  the  very  (pot,  where 
fhe  faid  the  thing  had  happened ;  (he  told  him  ftie  was 
fure  (he  had  but  a  few  minutes  to  live,  and  in  fa<5l  ex- ' 
pired,alnaoft  as  (bon  as  (he  had  fini(h'd  her  confe(fion. 
The  rivers  and  great  lakes,  which  never  dry  up, 
are  full  of  caymans  or  crocodiles,  from  ten  to  twelve 
feet  long.  There  are  a  prodigious  number  of  them, 
particuliarly  in  the  Pilco  Mayo,  the  greateft  river  in 
Ghaco,  wtere  they  are  called  yacaras.     When  thefe 
monftcrs  have  made  a  hearty  meal  of  fi(h,  they  come 
on  (hore  and  lie  on  their  backs,  that  the  heat  of  the 
fun  may  help  themtp  digeft  it.  Tho*  their  fcales  are 
very  hard  and  thick  fet,  the  Spaniards  find  means  to 
kill  them  with  their  fire-arms,  but  the  Indians  have  a 
pretty  fingular  method  of  taking  them  in  the  water. 
They  make  faA  one  end  of  a  rope  to  a  tree,  and 
to  the  other  end  of  the  rope  tie  a  (lick  pointed  at 
both  ends ;  then,  as  foon  as  they  efpy  a  cayman,  they 
throw  they  (lick  into  his  mouth,  which  is  always 

ppen  J  but  as  the  animal  has  no  tongue,  or  its  tongue 

.      •  ■    -.     '  • 
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is  exceedingly  fmall,  the  ftick,  by  diftending  his 
throat,  WaKCB  way  for  a  great  deal  of  water,  and 
•the  mori  the  cayman  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  it, 
the  deeper  it  writers,  fo  that  he  is  fbon  fuflfbcated  ; 
the  Indians  then  pull  him  afhore,  by  means  of  the 
rope  to  which  the  ftick  is  fattened. 
'    The  cayman  has  under  the  paws  of  his  fore- feet 
bags  full  of  a  fubftance,  whofe  fcent  is  fo  very  ftrong, 
that  it  immediately  afcends  to  the  brain ;  but  when 
dried  m  the  lun,  it  bec!6mes  mild  like  mulk.     The 
female,  they  pretend,  lays  upwards  of  twenty  eggs 
at  a  time,  but  the  male  breaks  a  great  mai^y  of  them 
;with  his  claws ;  and^as  (he  buries  them  in  the  fand, 
the  rivers,  when  thejr^erflow,  fweep  away  great 
part  of  what  remain.  It  is  faid,  that  when  the  teeth 
of  this  animal  are  gh)wn  foul  with  the  fifli  he  has  de- 
voured, a  little  (parrow  comes  to  clean  them  ;    but 
that  another  very  often^  as  foon  as  he  fees  the  mon- 
fter  prepare  g)r  this  operation  by^iftending  his  jaws, 
immediately  tulhes  into  his  ftbmach,  in  order  to  prey 
•  upon  his  entrails  ir  Allowing  the  fadt  to  be  true,  how 
does  this  little  invader  get  out  again  ?  Herrerapre- 
ttndsy  that  the  caymans  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  don't  at- 
tack men ;  1  htf?e' however  heard  the  contrary  from 
ti'^ivellers,  who  related,  as  eye-wimeffes,  feveral  tra- 
gic^ hiftories  in  fupport  of  their  aiTeriions.  Perhaps 
tno'  they  rtlight?  have  miftaken  (harks  for  caymans, 
for  it  is  certain  that  this  great  river  fwarms  with 
(harks  much  larger  than  thofe  of  other  rivers  ;  an4 
that  they  lie  in  wait-for  the  oxen  that  come  to  drinK 
its  waters,  feize  them  by  the  muzzle,  and  ftifle 
thetii.  , 

In  fome  parts  of  this  country,  there  are  cameleons 
from  five-  to  fix  feet  long,  that  carry  their  young 
ones  about  with  them,  and  alwayslceep  their  niouths 
open  cm  that  fide  form  whence  the'wind  blows.  They 
are'a  very  mild  but  very  ftupid  animal.  The  monkeys 
hejpe  are  ifi  fize  almoft  equal  tp  the  human  fpecies, 

•  •  C  4  liav^ 
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have  ffesit  iieads,  and  very  long  tails.  They  rcream 

\n  a  frightful  manner  when  wounded  by  an  firrow^ 

pluck  it  out,  and  hurl  it  back  at.  tjie  aggrciTor. 

Foxes  are  very  con^mon  in  feme  provinoes :  ^here  ar^ 

fome  near  Buenos  Ayres,  whid^  gr^Ly  rdembl^ 

hares,  and  whofe  f^  is  very  fine,  and  l^fgi^utifuUy  v^r 

rifi^ated.    Nothing  can  be  prettier  thai^  thi^  animal, 

which.is  beildesofribfriendly  a  nature, tt^  he  cornet 

put  of  t^e  woods  to  fawn  i^pon  tra^^I)(^6  9  km  jt  i$ 

prc|)er  to  be  on  one's  guard -ag^in^il '^m,  for  fi^m 

you  think  leafit  of  it,  he  difcharg^  his  l^ri^  ^be 

ftench  of  which  is  not  to  be  equ^flle^  '^4  whic^  i$ 

befides  of  Co  penetratii^  a  q^iaiity^  th#i  no  Cocmxwg 

can  get  it  out  of  any  thing  it  fal]SiUpQq,ib  that  wh^t-^ 

lever  has  been  once  infected  by  it;,it<i&*^t  for  nothing 

Jb^jit  the  fire.    There  are  two  ^^ios  ^f  ^«ta^^,  or 

fjapkoons  i    one  fpecies  are  ^^  t^jil  as  a  pig  qf  fi% 

niQnths,  have  in  the  belly  akJBd  jof  Bapreor  flfi^^ 

and  another  in  the  region  of  thie  itidi^s.  The  twjt> 

Jore-paws  ferve  it  fqr  JMfnds,  and  iwery  paw  hf^ 

£vje  fibers.     Tp)?^^?  ?^  likewjfe  twp  (pedes  of 

rabbet^^  which  the  Spar]iiards^^ll  ^r^w  ;  ithiey  bavie 

little  or  no  tail,  filver^r|ey  h^ifi,  ^ndthi^fle<h  is 

^y  delicate .  eating.    A^^herilg)^! of  rabbit  !h^ 

ib  fnnall  a  moiiths  that  a)pifmire5.c^  fp^rcee^iter  i%. 

Lip*f  s  and  tyg)9r&  lare  evepy  w^^^  jc^rniasipo,  (m^ 

the  horned  cattle,  %^Pi>hoi^,>aa^rh€gSiI^e^rQ^* 

tfplied -to  fuch  a  dqgree.  «  Thelioi^Siarempchim^^ 

ler  an4  lefs  fierce^bf/.a^gr^at  de{^  thaOfthp^of  4friq$» 

but  thetygers  are  np  where  lang^r  pr.more  f^if^^s. 

The  Indians,  hpwever,  hav/e  diTcpviered  a  cert^i^ 

method  pf  driving  away  thefe  animals.    As  they 

%^.P  ^?f:y  light  aajd  ftimble,  tjie  ,  H^in^t?  they  fpy 

pne  majkii^g  towards  |them>  if  tl^y  t^ve  no  ^iBs^to 

jdefend themfelvqs,  tbey  hurry^^into.a  txeyes   )^ 

animal,  iJaable  tp^jMirfue  his  vpr ^y>  ^  fi?nf eys  hipa  rV^ifb 

greedy  cygs  from  the  bottom  cf  his  ,afyliTOr:aft4 

\^ould  there  remain,  it'is/proba^iK  long  enough,  tp 

'oblige 
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obI%e  him  to  furraider  at  difcrction,  or  let  himfetf 
fs&  to  the  ground  tbjro'  we^nefs,  had  it  not  been 
liappfly  difcovered,  that  this  animal  cannot  bear  the 
line'il  of  human  urine ;  the  Indian  takes  advantage 
t)f  ^his  difcovery,  and  the  tyger  immediately  flies  to 
a  ^ffieieRt  dift^ufKre,  to  give  him  an  <^x)rtunity  of 
making  his  efcape.  Thofe  among  the  Indians,  who 
mafce  ufe  of  fire-airos,  are  ftifl  lefe  at  a  lofs  on  thefe 
toccaTions,  for  their  aim  is  fo  good,  that  they  have  of- 
ten been  feen  to  flioot  tygers  dead  while  making  a 
fpring  at  ihem. 

Thie  Y  dfftinguifh  three  kinds  of^er  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces ;  ftane  are  ahnoft  as  tall  as  an  (»c,  end  have 
very  branchy  horns  -,  they  are  moft  commonly  to  be 
found  in  marftiy  j^ces.  Others  are  larger  than 
-goats,  and  feed  in  the  plams.  The  third  (pecies  ans 
fearce  bigger  than  a  kid  of  fix  mcHiths.  There  is 
Iktie  fw  no  difference  between  ^he  <hamoy«  of  Para- 
guay and  ours.  The  wi/d-boars  here  have  the  navel, 
or  perhaps  a  kind  of  vent,  upon  the  back.  Their 
Hem  is  delicate,  and  {o  very  wholefom,  that  the  iick 
are  permitted  to  make  ufe  <rf  it.  The  plains  of  Chaco 
are  covered  with  flocks  of  black,  red,  and  white^i^^i; 
but  the  white  are  to  be  met  with  no  where  but  on  the 
banks  of  the  Pilco  Mayo.  Both  deer  and  (kamoya 
always  feed  in  flocks,  like  the  fheep  of  Europe. 

Another  aninwd,  pretty  common  in  this  part 
of  America,  is  a  kind  of  buffalo,  called  ^Ma,  St  is 
of  the  fize  of  an  afe,  which  if  likewife^reatly  resem- 
bles in  ih^pQ,  all  to  its  havfag  very  ftiort  ears.  Bwt 
what  Serves  moft  to  diftinguifh  this  animal,  is  a  kind 
of  trunk,  which  he  extends  and  contradks  af  plea- 
^re,  and  by  which,  it  is  thought,  he  likewife 
breathes.  Each  of  his  feet  has  three  nails,  to  whidi 
they  afcribe  a  fovereign  virtue  againft  all  nianner 
of  .potfon^  d^)ecially  to  tljofe  of  the  left  ferp^fbotj. 
Uppp  ^Iwch  lie  H€^  dpwii  .^  often  ae  Jie  find  bixtffelf 

k<ii%afdl 
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indifpofed.*  He  makes  ufe  of  his  two  fore-feet  in 
the  fame  manner  with  monkeys  and  beavers>  and 
with  equal  facility.  In  his  belly  are  found  bezoard- 
flones,  which  are  held  in  great  efteem.  In  the  day- 
time he  brouzes  upon  the  grafs,  and  by  night  eats  - 
a  kind  of  clay  which  he  finds  in  the  marflies,  where 
he  retires  at  fun-fet.  The  flefli  of  this  animal  is 
very  wholefom,  and  differs  from  beef  in  nothing  but 
being  more  light  and  delicate.  His  ikin  is  ib  (lout, 
that  when  well  dried,  they  pretend  it  is  mulket- 
fliot  proof;  for  which  reafon  the  Spaniards,  when 
they  can  set  any,  make  fkull-<aps  and  cuiraffes  of 
it.  They  hunt  the  anta  in  the  night-time,  and  it  is 
an  exercife  attended  with  very  little  trouble.  The 
huntfrnen  repair. to  thefe  places  where  thefe  animals 
generally  afiemble  together  at  night- fall,  and  on  their 
approach  iijCue  out  to  meet  them  with  lighted  torch- 
es, which  fo  dazzle  and  flagger  the  poor  creatures, 
that  they  tumble  one  over  another  to  the  ground. 
The  huntfrnen  then  fire  upon  them,  and  feldom  mifs 
a  (hot ;  fo  that  at  the  return  of  day,  they  are  fure 
to  find  great  nu^ibers  of  them  dead  or  grievoufly 

wounded. 

All  kinds  of  volatiles  fwarm  in  almofl  every  part 
of  this  country,  and  of  geefe  alone  they  reckon  in 
it  fix  different  fpecies.  The  ranjens  here  are  white ; 
xhtfparrows  of  a  gold  colour  \  and  the  patridges  as 
■large  as  hens,  and  in  fuch  plenty,  efpecially  in  the 
vaft  plains  that  lie  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tucu^ 
man,  that  travellers  take  them,  like  fifti,  with  a  line, 
without  being  obliged  to  alight  from  their  hories  or 
carriages.  Ofirictes  and  fea-rwohes  are  likewife  very 
common  in  fome  places.     Among  the  filh  faund  in 

the 

*  Mempires  de  Trevoux,  Odkober,  i7Si>  page  ;i  194.  It 
js  not  faid  that  this  animal  is  fubjedt  to  the  epilepfy,  or  that 
he  cures  himfelf  wheii  attacked  by  it,  by  rubbing  his  ear  with 
his  left  hoof,  as  it  is  faid  the  original  or  elk  of  Canada  does» 
whom  the  anta  greatly  refembles  in  other  refpe^s. 
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the  rivers  and  lakes,  there  is  one  which  differs  in 
nothing  from  a;  hog,  but  that  it  has  no  teeth ;  and 
a  water-dog  or  canis  aquaticus^  which  barks  like  the 
iand-dogs  of  Europe.  A  miiEonary  one  day  Ipyed 
one  of  thefe  animals,  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  where 
having  been  wounded  with  an  arrow,  he  fell  a  bark- 
ing with  all  his  might,  till  feveral  others  immediate- 
ly came  to  his  afliftance,  and  tranljported  him  to  the 
oppofite  fliore. 

■  ^  Such  is  in  general  this  great  country, 
^  *  eftecmed  by  numbers  of  people  one  of  the 
rkheft  in  the  New  World.  It  was  firft  difcovered 
in  1516,  by  John  de  Solis,  great  pilot  of  Caftile,and 
that  by  mere  accident.  Solis  had  failed  from  Spain 
to  continue  the  difcovery  of  Braeil,  begun  in  the  year 
1500,  by  Vincent  Yannes  Pinfon,  who  had  accom- 
panied Columbus  in  his  firft  voyage,  and  two  months 
before  the  Portuguefe  had  the  leaft  knowledge  of  it. 
The  firft  of  January,  15 16,  he  entered  a  port  formed 
by  the  difcharge  of  a  river,  which  he  called  Rio  G^- 
nero*  and  took  pofleffion  of  it  for  the  Crown  of 
Caftile,  as  Pinfon  had  done  fixteen  years  before,  at 
Cape  St.  Auguftin,  which  he  called  the  Cape  of  Con- 
folation.  Solis  then  continued  to  range  the  coaft, 
and  on  turning  it  to  the  right,  found  himfelf  in  a 
bay  at  the  mouth  of  a  great  river,  to  which  he  gave 
his  name  j  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  venture 
his  veflel  a  great  way  up  it,  as  he  found  it  to  be  full 
of  rocks,  fhoals,  and  fand  banks ;  being  loth  howe- 
ver to  return  home  without  fome  knowledge  of  the 
river,  he  fet  out  in  his  long-boat,  and  after  ranging 
for  fome  time  the  weftern  coaft,  difcovered  fome 
Indians,  who  feemed  to  invite  him  aftiore,  by  laying 
at  their  feet  every  thing  they  had,  and,  as  it  were, 
to  offer  them  to  him. 

Dbceiveo 

*  Tkat  is  to  fay,  January  River.  The  Portuguefe  call 
it  ^f«  JanejfrOf  which  iignifies  the  fame  thing  in  their  lan-r 
guage. 
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r  Deceived  by  thefe  ambiguous  demon- 
^^^  '  ft  rations,  he  landedwithout  any  precaution, 
and  with  very  few  men,  tho'  refolved,  it  is  faid,  to 
carry  off  fome  of  the  natives,  and  bring  them  to 
Spain  with  him.  He  did  not  even  confider,  that,  in 
proportion  as  he  advanced,  thefe  barbarians  retired 
towards  a  wood,  where  they  at  laft  buried  them- 
felves,  and  he  followed  them  alone  in  a  manner. 
But  he  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  a  volley  of  ar- 
rows, difcharged  by  peojde  he  could  not  fee,  killed 
him  and  all  his  attendants.  The  Indians  then  made 
a  great  fire  without  the  wood,  and  ftripping  the  dead 
car qaifes,  roafted  and  eat  them  in  fight  of  thofe  who 
had  remained  in  the  boat,  or  had  taken  refuge  in  it, 
and  who  had  ndw  naother  courfe  to  take  but  to  re- 
turn to  Spain.  Such  was  the  miferable  end  of  a  man 
who  pafled  for  one  of  the  aWeft  navigators  of  hi? 
time ;  but  who,  according  to  Herrera,  was  not  en- 
dowed with  all  the  prudence  requifite  to  infure  the 
fuccefe  of  an  enterprife  like  that  he  was  charged  with. 

^  The  fate  of  fome  Portuguese,  who  a 

151  "25.  £^^  y^j.g  ^^^j.  pene(j.j|ted  into  Paraguay 

by  way  dL  Brazil,  was  equajiy  lamentablq.  On  the 
reports,  that  now  be^n  to  fill  Europe,  of  'the  im- 
menfe  iricheQ  found  by  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  Don 
Martin  d?  Spfe,  Goveynor  and  Captain-General  of 
Brazil,  y^lved*  if  pofljble,  to  ftiare  their  good  for- 
tune with  diem>  and  difpa]:ched  Alexis  de  Garcia,  a 
man  on  whofe  courage,  gpod  fei}fe,  and  fidelity,  he 
could:  rely,  on  a  journey  ov^  land  to  that  diftant 
country,  is  order  to  proeur e  th^  intelligence  requifite 
for  putting  his  dcfign  in  execution.  Garcia  took  no 
company  with  him  but  hie  fon,  and  three  other  Por- 
tuguese, with  whom  however  be  r^eh^d  the  Para-^ 
guay .  Here  he  met  a  great  number  pf  Indians,  and 
engagied,  it  is  faid,  a  thoufand  of  them  to  follow  him; 
he  then  croffed  the  river,  and  penetrated  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  Peru,  wtere  he  pickt  up  fome  goM,  and-  a 

great 
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^eat  deal  of  fiiver.  On  his  return  therefore  to  that 
part  of  the  Paraguay,  where  the  Indians  had  joined 
him,  he  formed  a  defign  of  making  a  fettlement 
there,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  his  countrymen  as  might 
be  willing  to  take  advantage  of  his  diicoveries ;  and 
with  this  view  he  fent  off  two  of  his  fellow-adventu- 
rers with  difpatches  to  the  Governor  of  Brazil,  fbme 
ii^ots  of  gdd  and  fiiver,  an  account  of  his  journey, 
and  the  plan  he  had  formed,,  remaining  himielf 
among  the  Indians,  with  his  fbn  who  was  very 
young,  and  another  Portugueze  ^  but  his  meifen- 
gers  were  fcarce  fet  out,  when  the  Indians  maffacred 
him  and  his  companion,  made  his  fon  a  flave,  and 
took  pofleifion  of  all  his  treafure.  Nor  had  about 
60  Portugueze,  and  a  very  large  party  of  Brazilians^ 
who  on  the  receipt  of  Garcia's  letters  iet  out  to  join 
faim,  under  the  conunand  of  George  Sedenno,  any 
betta:  fuGce&.  The  Indians  on  the  road  not  only 
refu/ed  to  alfifl  them  with  provUions,  but  did  all 
that  lay  in  dieir  power  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and 
accordingly  fell  xnjpoci  them  one  day  ib  unexpedtediy 
from  behind  the  woGds^  that  after  Ic^g  their  com- 
mander, and  feveral  men,  they  were  obliged  to  fly 
prec^tatefy  towards  the  Parana,  where  to  their 
great  joy  they  met  with,  fbme  Indians  who  offered  ta 
terry  them  over  to  the  other  fide,  beyond  the  reach 
of  their  purfuers.  But  the  pirogues  were  fcarce,  half 
way  over,  when  their  fercacherous  coaduftors,  wha 
could  fwim  like  fifhes, leaped  over-board,  after  open*^ 
ingfbme  hotes,^  which  they  had  ftopt  fb  artfully  that 
the  Fbvtugurae  had  not  before  perceived  them  y  0^ 
that  of  thefe  unhappy  adventurers,  not  one  man 
e&apod  to  rebec  the  misfortune  of  the  reft. 

.        Qmi;  wosrld  intagilne,  tl^t  neither  the  Spa-^ 
5^S'   gijKnls  f^cir  the  Porti^ucae  coidd  have  any 
tempmfaii  tor  &tt{t  in  a  country,  of  which  tHey  had 
fiDKtowkdgt,  bM  wh«t  was  acq^ed  by  fuch  tra- 
gical ^vents }  and  it  is  certain,  that  they  firft  thought 

of 
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of  nothing  left  than  making  any  ufe  of  Solis's  dlfdo-' 
very,  when  they  received  fome  news  which  filled 
them  with  hopes,  tho'  built  on  very  flender  founda-* 
tions,  of  drawing  greater  riches  out  of  Paraguay 
thap  any  other  part  of  America.  Sebaftian  Gabot, 
or  Gabato,  a  Venetian^  who  in  1496  difcovered  New- 
foundland, and  part  of  the  adjacent  continent,  for 
Henry  VII.  finding  himfelf  neglefted  by  the  Englifli, 
at  that  time  too  miKrh  taken  -  up  with  domeftic  af- 
fairs, to  think  of  any  eftablifbments  in  the  New. 
World,  pafled  over  into  Spain,  where  the  reputa- 
tion he  had  acquired  of  being  drVery  able  navigator,* 
procured  him  the  poft  of  great  Pilot  of  Caftile.  The 
feraous  (hip,  called  xhtVi^ory^  the  only  veflelof  Ma-; 
gellan's  fquadron  which  returned  to  Spain,  and  the 
firfl  which  failed  round  the  world,  had  lately  brought 
home  fpices  and  other  precious  commodities  from, 
the  Molucca  Iflands,  and  this  fuccefs  induced  fome 
merchants  of  Seville  to  engage  Gabot  to  attempt  the 
fame  voyage  with  a  fleet,  which  they  refolved  to  fit 
out  at  their  own  expence.  As  Gabot  however  did 
not  chufe  to  aft  merely  as  a  fervant  to  a  trading 
company,  he  thought  proper  to  provide  himfelf 
with  a  commiffion  from  the  Emperor,  and  having 
repaired  to  Madrid  for  that  purpbfe,  he  there  enter- 
ed into  a  treaty  with  Charles  V.  and  it  was  figned 
the  4th  of  March  1525. 

The  fubftance  of  it  was,t  that  Gabot 
^^^^*  (hould  have  the  command  of  a  fquadron  of 
four  (hips,  in  quality  of  Captain-General,  and  that 
Martin  Mendez,^  who  had  been  treafurer  to  Magel- 
lan's fquadron,  and  came  home  on  board  the  Victo- 
ry, (hould  ferve  under  him  as  Lieutenant  5  that  he 
mould  fail  thro'  the  newly-difcovered  Streights,^  then 
crofs  the  South-Sea  to  the  Molucca  Iflands,  and  from 
thence  proceed  on  the  difcovery  of  7i&/ir/&,  Opbir^  and 
Cipango^  which  were  then  thought  to  be  the  iflands 

.  of 
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of  Japan ;  that  he  fhould  there  bad  his  (hips  with 
gold,  filver,  and  the  other  moft  precious  commodi-' 
ties  the  country  afforded.  It  was  himlelf  that  pro- 
pofed  this  expedition  to  the  Emperor  j  but  whatever 
affurance  he  exprefled  of  being  able  to  make  good 
filch  mighty  promifes,  the  merchants  of  Seville  al- 
ready began  to  repent  the  choice  they  had  made  of 
him,  efpecialiy  as  they  foon  difcerned  the  feeds  of  a 
mifunderflanding  between  him  and  Mendez,  on 
whcwm  they  chiefly  depended  for  the  fuccefe  of  the 
voyage.  They  even  ordered  their  agent  at  Court 
to  befeech  the  Emperor  to  name  another  command- 
er, in  cafe  his  Majefly  thought  the  fquadron  might 
ftay  long  enough  to  receive  one. 

This  application  proved  inefFedtual,  and  Gabot 
put  to  fea  the  ift  of  April  1526,  after  re-inforcing 
his  fquadron  with  a  fifth  veflel,  which  a  private  ad- 
venturer had  freighted  at  his  own  expence.  Herrera 
fays,  that  during  this  voyage  he  did  not  behave  ei- 
ther as  an  able  captain,  or  a  fkilful  mariner ;  that  for 
want  ©f  oeconomy  he  foon  fell  fhort  of  provifions; 
that  he  kept  no  meafiires  with  thofe  who  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  be  agreeable  to  him ;  that  on  his  arri- 
val, without  any  provifions,  at  the  ifland  of  Geefe,*  a 
iitrie  way  from  Cape  St.  Auguflin  in  Brazil,  the  inhar 
bitants  received  him  kindly,  and  re-vidtualled  his 
fhips,.  and  that  he  repaid  their  good  offices  with  the 
biackefl  ingratitude,  bycarrying  off,  in  fpite  of  their 
parents,  fbme  children  of  the  firft  families  on  the 
iflaqd.  In  fhort,  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bay,  into  which  the  river  then  called  Rio  df 
Solu  di&karges  itfelf,  he  refplved  not  to  proceed  anv 
further,  as  well  becaufe  he  Imd  not  provifions  enougn 
to  car^  him  throudi  the  Streigbts  of  Magellan,  as 
becaufe  the  crews  of  his  (hips  b^an  to  mutiny ;  and 
that  after  tiiroing  adrift  on  a  defert  ifland  Martin 
Mendez^  Frtncfi  de  Rqjas,  and  Michael  de  Rodas, 

who 
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who  blamed  his  condudt  in  very  free  terms,  he.re- 
folved  to  take  an  exaft  furvey  of  the  bay  in  which 
he  then  found  himfelf. 

I  lay  the  bay,  becaufe  feveral  people  think,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  river  ought  not  to  be  brought  fo 
low  as  Cape  St.  Mary^  where  the  land  begins  to  take 
a  turn  from  South- Weft  to  Weft,  and  at  Cape  S^t, 
Anthony^  diftant  from  the  former  forty-five  common 
leagues  of  Spain,  or  the  whole  breadth  of  the  bay's 
entrance ;  but  that  we  ought  to  abide  by  the  opini- 
on of  thofe,  who.  place  it  at  la  Puerta  de  la  Piedra^  opr 
pofite  to  Monte  FideOy  more  than  fifty  leagues  from 
Cape  St.  Anthony.  I  ftiall  not,  however,  quarrel 
with  the  Spanifli  Geographers,  who  infift  that  Rio  de 
la  Plata  isalmoft  fifty  leagues  broad  at  its  mouth.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  this  river  is  one  of  the  largeft 
in  the  known  world ;  but  there  are  very  few  which 
it  is  harder  for  fhips  to  enter,  or  where  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  greater  dangers,  or  more  frequently  loft  j 
for  which  reafon  the  faibrs  call  it  the  Hell  of  Mari- 
ners, But  to  make  amends  for  thefe  dangprs^  it 
abounds  in  fifti,  efpecially  the  gold-fifti,  which  is 
caught  in  great  plenty  on  the  fand-banks,  with  which 
its  bottom  is  covered,  and  which  form  the  principal 
danger.  As  foon  as  the  water  begins  to  grow  fweet, 
it  appears  excellent  \  at  firft,  indeed^  if  not  ufed  with 
great  moderation,  it  is  apt  to  bring  ctfi  cholicks,  lases^ 
aiid  fometimes  even  bloody-fluxes ;  but  in  fefs  than 
a  month  people  accuftora  themfelves  to  it,  la  as  to 
have  no  more  to  fear  from  it.  Befides  being  very 
wholelbm,  it  has  the  very  fingjular  propeirty  pfclear- 


but  this  advantage  is  loft  little  by  little,  bj  tKoIe  who 
leave  it  off..  Some  menv»jcj|  Wt^ibute  the  ;%«ie,  qua- 
lity m  the  Uru^iay  aricf  xjipijE  ql  the  nyjiii  that  jfafl 
into  it.  !ltf  this  he  ttruCj^it  isiiffbiblc  tKat  .th^Rio  5^ 
la  Plata  derives  this  virtue  from  the  t/rugif ay ;  biit, 

'       t        '>T     ^  to 
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to  beA^^epfit;  MreiboiUd  k^w  whether  the  firft 
of  tbefe  riv^s  po/Iefles  this  virtue  above  the  place 
where  both  iin,ite ;  a  poinc^  aixwt  which  nny  xne^ 
hjipirs  ^^e  •quke  £lew*  . 

Bi:  tbjM:  ^it  willy  Q^t  eafily  overcamie  all  thefe 
(Jifficulti^  wd  zxnved  in  &fety  at  fome  iflands,  the 
h^eft  /of  them  ^  Jiittle  above  Buenos  Aynes^  which 
he  fcalk4  the  {/Wi^  i?/  ^^.  Gabru^L  The  firft  he 
fdl  ia  with  is  abooit  9  league  round,  and  alForded 
hkn  go^;^n£hpringgrounid.  Here  he  left  his  fliips ; 
and^  tgj^ing  to  his  boats,  einter'id  the  $;hannel  between 
the  iijland^  and  the  .coQtjin^iu  to  the  right,  and  then 
the  IJrugiiaif  whiqh  he  miftook  for  the  Paraguay,  as 
the  Paraguay,  befides  aits  not  bein^  as  broad  as  the 
tjrugugy  ^  their  junftion,  was  hid  from  him  by 
the  iflands  of  St.  Cabrid  to  his  left.  Meeting  with  a 
litJtjb  river  ou  the  right^  he  called  it  Rio  defan  JSaha- 
d&r^  bwlt  4  iu^  £>rr  w  the  banks  of  it,  and  then 
delkf^hed  &m^  /okiier^  under  thecomcmnd  of  John 
^Jv;ire?  Ra^nOn^  up  the  (river,  which  he  ftill  took 
j&r  the  true  iRio  .de  Solis. 

R  A  MON,  afoer  ithree  days  navigations  having-the 
lUiisfortune  to  run  ^gprpund  on  a  fand  bankj,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians,  with  &xe[\£,  of  his  people  ;  the 
reft  .ejicat)ed  ^^  fwicuming,  and  made  the  beft  of 
their  way  back  to  G^ot,  whom  fo  melancholy  an 
accident  deteriiuned  to  return  to  the  iflands  of  3t. 
Gabriel, 

Ha  vjng  hy  this  time  difcovered  his  miftake,  he 
failed  about  thirty  leagues  u|>  the  Paraguay,  and  buik 
a  fort  ,at  the  mouth  of  a  river  iffuing  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Tucijman,  whofe  Indian  name  Zacarannd)a^ 
been  <:haDged  by  the  Spaniards  into  that  of  Rio 
Ter^ero.  This  fort  he  called  the  fort  of  the  Holy 
Qb^  ;  but  it  is  better  known  in  the  accounts  of  his 
voyajgep,  by  that  of  Gabofs  Fort.  After  leaving,  a 
gwrrifou  in  this  fort,  he  proceeded  up  the  river  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Paraguay  and  the  Pairs^na,  then, 

VpL.  L  D  finding 
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finding  himfelf  between  two  large  rivers,  he  entered 
that  which  appeared  the  broadeft ;  which,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  is  the  Parana  ;  but,  on  finding  it 
turn  to  the  eaft,  he  returned  to  the  confluence  for 
fear  of  advancing  too  far  into  Brazil,  and  failed  up 
the  Paraguay,  where  fome  Indians  foon  attacked 
him,  killed  five  and  twenty  of  his  men,  and  took 
three  prifoners  ;  but  he  foon  made  them  (inart.  for 
it,  by  killing  a  much  greater  number  of  theirs. 
Thefe  Indians  were  probably  the  fame  with  thofe 
who  had  killed  Alexis  Garcia  ;  for  we  are  told  that 
Gabot  recovered,  by  this  blow,  a  great  part  of  the 
effedts  taken  from  the  Portugueze.  As  he  knew 
nothing  of  Garcia's  defeat,  he  looteod  iipon  all  the 
gold  and  filver  he  took  on  this  occafion,  asiSie  pro- 
duce of  the  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  no 
longer  doubted  of  it,  when  fome  Indians,  whom  the 
terror  of  his  arms,  or  the  courteoufnefs  of  his  be- 
haviour, had  engaged  to  enter  into  alliance  with 
him,  not  only  mpplied  him  with  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions,  but  likewife  gave  him  bars  of  filver  in  ex- 
change for  Spanilh  goods  of  very  little  value.  He, 
therefore,  made  no  fcruple  of  beflowing  the  pom- 
pous name  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  on  the  Paraguay  ;  a 
name,  which  has  proved  a  fource  of  mifhike  to 
thofe  who  did  not  know  the  true  origin  of  it. 

Just  as  Gabot  was  preparing  to  return  to  his 
(hips  with  the  treafure  he  had  amaffed,  there  arri- 
ved in  his  camp  a  Portugueze  captain,  called  Diego 
Garcias^  who  had  been  fent  by  the  captain-general 
of  Brazil,  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  take  pof- 
feffion  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

As  Garcias,  on  the  one  hand,  was  not  flrong 
enough  to  execute  his  commiffion  in  fpite  of  the 
Spaniards,  whom  he  did  not  expeft  to  meet  in  fuch 
nufnbers  on  the  banks  of  the  Paraguay  ;  fo  Gabot, 
on  the  other,  refledting  that  he  himfelf  was  too 
weak  to  prevent  the  Portuguefe  making  themfelves 

mailers 
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fnafters  of  the  -country,  in  cafe  they  returned  with 
fuperior  forces,  as  they  eafily  might,  thought  the 
beft  thing  he  could  do,  would  be  to  engage  Garcia  s 
by  prefents,  to  follow  him  to  the  fort  ot  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  from  whence,  after  fome  days  ftay,  Garcias 
fet  out  for  Brazil. 

G  ABOT  now  finding  his  prefence  neceflary  in  Pa- 
raguay, inflead  of  returning  to  Spain  as  he  at  firft 
propofed,  fent  off  Fernand  Calderon,  whom  he  had 
appointed  treafurer  to  his  fleet  in  the  room  of  Men- 
dez,  with  all  the  filver  he  had  coUedted,  and  a 
letter  for  the  Emperor,  giving  an  account  of  every 
thing  he  had  feen  and  done ;  pointing  out  the  pro- 
pereft  meafures  for  fecuring  the  country  to  the 
crown  of  Caftile  j  and  befeeching  his  Majefty  to 
fend  him  fufficient  fuccours  for  that  purpofe. 

Caldbron  and  another  captain,  caUed  George 
Barloque,  whom  Gabot  had  joined  in  commiflion 
with  him,  reached  Spain  by  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1557,  and  met  with  a  very  favourable  recep- 
tion from  the  Emperor.  The  fight  of  the  filver 
they  brought  with  them,  being,  it  is  faid,  the  firft 
brou^t  from  America  to  Spain,  dazzled  him  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  not  only  approved  of  every  thing 
Gabot  had  done,  and  granted  him  all  his  requefts, 
but  ordered  a  grand  armament  to  be  made  for  that 
country,  at  his  own  expence.  Two  years,  however, 
having  elapfed  without  Gabot's  hearing  any  thing  of 
thefe  his  good  difjpofitions,  he  thought  it  tiis  duty  to 
return  to  Spain,  left  any  longer  delay  might  give 
the  Portugueze  a  deiire,  and  afford  them  an  oppor-' 
tunity  to  return  to  Paraguay.  Having,  therefore, 
named  Nuno  deLara  to  the  government  of  the  fort 
of  the  Holy  Ghoit,  during  his  abfence,  and  left  him 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  all  the  provifions 
he  could  amais,  he  fet  out  to  join  his  fquadron,  and 
immediately  put  to  fea. 

D  z  Lara 
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La  a  A,  on  his  fide,  feeing  him&lf  fur  rounded  by 
nations,  frora  whom  he  cxmld  expetl  no  xefpedl  but 
in  ;proportion  as  he  could  commaad  it,  thcn^t  the 
hdft  thing  he  could  do,  would  be  to  gain  over  thofe 
nearcft^to  him,  which  were  the  7W»^ir^  4  and  he 
fucceeded  pretty  well  in  the  attempt.  But  his  fuc- 
oefs  foon  proved  fatal  to  him,  in  a  manner  he  little 
dreamed  of.  Mangora,  Cacique  of  the  Timbuez,, 
happening,  in  one  of  the  frequent  vifits  he  paid  Lara> 
to  fee  Lucy  Miranda,  a  Spanilh  lady,  and  wife  of 
Sch?ilian  Hurtado,  one  q£  the  principal  officers  of 
the  fort,  became  deeply  enansioured  with  her.  It 
was  not  long  before  ftie  iperceived  it ;  and,  knowing; 
what  fhe  had  to  fear  from  a  Barbarian,  with  whom*, 
it  was  fo  much  the  commander's  intereft  to  live  upon 
gobd  terms,  ihe  did  aU  that  lay  in  her  power  not  to* 
be  feen  any  more  by  him,  and  to  guard  againft  any 
violence  or  furprize.  Mangpra,  on  his  fid?,  think- 
ing that  if  he  could  but  get  her  to  hta  habitation,  he 
mjght  di4Kife  of  her  as  he  plea&d,  often  invited 
Hurtado  to  come  and  fee  him,  and  bring  his  wife 
along  with  him.  But  Hurt^o  as  often  begged  to  be 
esxi^ed,  aUedgix3g  that  he  could  not  ahfent  ixioEifelf 
from  the  ^fort,  without  the<tommander's  leave;  and 
that  fae  was  fure  he  ihould  never  be  abie  to  obtain 
it 

iSkrC'M  an  anfwer  as  this  was  eacAigh  to  kt  UieOa^ 
ciqueilibe,  that,  ix)  fucc^ed  in  his  defi^is  upon  the 
wife,'he  muftrfirft  get  rid  of  the  hufband.  While  he 
was,  tbei^efoi-e,  conudering  waysBndineans  to.do  it,, 
he  jgqit  mteiiigence,  that  die  hufband  had  ^aasn  def 
t^hed  with  another  officer,  called  Ruiz  Mofchera, 
aiid  fifty  foldiers,  to*  oolled  provifions.  .LQ(d£:ing 
upon  tlus,  dierefore,  as  a  favoairable  epportuaity, 
fmceit  not  only  removed  the  huAiand^but^vttakfinod 
tbe^9^ri&n,  by  which  the  wifeimigbt  esqied  to  he 
protected,  he  polled  four  thourand<pickied.menin 
aiinardi  in  the  neighbowhood  of  the  fort,  and  fet 

out 
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aut  for  it,  with  thirty  others  loaded  with  refrefh* 
mentsu  On  bis  airivaJ  at  the  gates  of  it,  he  feut 
word  to  Lara,  that^  hearing  how  much  h^  was  m 
want  of  proviliois,  he  was  come  with  ^Oiigh  tK> 
ferre  him,  till  the  retura  of  the  convoy^  Lar^  rtr 
i:eiv€d  the  treacherous  Cacique  with  the  greatf;ft  dle^ 
monftrations  of  gratitude,  and  i.ififted  upoa  entei> 
iaining  hkxi  and  his  folbwers.  This  was  what  Masi>- 
^ra  had  expeded^  and,  he  had^  accordingly,  given 
his  meflD  iaftrudlions  how  to  beliave,  and  appointe4 
ligHaJs  for  thc^e  he  had  pofted  in  the  marih. 

Thb  entertainment  b^an  with  a  great 
i5^7"3^'  deal  ei  chearfuhicfs  on  ooth  fides,  and 
laftedtill  the  ni^  was  faa?  advanced  v  whe&,  the 
Sjj^iardfr  rifu3ig  to  break  up,  Maagora  gave  ibme 
oS  Ns  at^endaots  th&  figoal  for  4^8  vtrh^  he  had 
befoEe-hand dirqdedf  which  wa^^  to  kt  fire  ta  the 
liiagazines  of  the  for^^  ibosr  as  the  SpaiB^rdf^  fhodid 
be  petked,  Thi9^wpaccard»i|^y  done,  without  the 
iSfaniards  halving  the  leaii  fij^picien  of  the  matter> 
The  of&ceri^  were  icarce  compofed  t^  reft^  wheft 
mpf^  of  them  being  alarmed  by  the.  foldiers  esying 
^Qii!t^fire  !  JifiR  /  and  jumping  out  of  bi^d  H>e3tting|ii(h 
it)  tne  Indians' feksed  the  opportunity  of  dispatching 
theiH.  The  reft  were  killed  ifn  their  fle^p  y  ahd  the 
four  liioufaBd  nien  pofted  in  the  map^fii,  having;  beien 
at  the  iame  time  let  into  the  fort,,  it  wal  imm^di- 
^te^  filled  wnb  ikughter  and  confufion.  The  go- 
ver^iort  though  wounded,  having  efpied  dbe  tirea- 
jcherouft  Cacique^  made  up  to  him,  and  ran  him 
through  th^  body  ^  but,  being  more  ii^tent;  upon 
feti^yi^g  his^  revenge,  than  confukiDg  hi^  fafety,  he 
qootipuiOd  fa  long  venting  \i&  n<>w  ufelefe  fury  00 
tl|iede&d  bc^y  of  his  eiK:my,  thait  the  Indians-  had 
timer  to  iatercept  bis^  flight ;  and  immediatdy  dii^ 
^patched  hitpc 

',  TiACRBr now  remau^'d  no  livkag  no  ibut  \tt  the  ford, 
but  th0v  wfertuiiai^s  Miranda,,  the  iniioceat  eaiife  of 

Da  fo 
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fo  bloody  a  tragedy,  four  other  women,  and  as  many 
little  children,  who  were  all  tied  and  brought  before 
15iripa,  brother  and  fucceflbr  to  the  late  Cacique. 
This  Barbarian,  at  the  fight  of  Miranda,  conceived 
the  fame  paffion  for  her,  that  had  proved  fo  fatal  to 
his  brother,  and  ordered  her  to  be  unbound,  reliri- 
quilhing  to  his  attendants  all  the  other  priCxiers. 
He  then  told  her,  that  (he  muft  not  confider  herfelf 
as  a  flave  in  his  houfe;  and  that  it  would  even  be 
her  own  fault,  if  (he  did  not  become  the  miftre(s  of 
It ;  and  that  he  hoped  (he  had  fenfe  enough  to  pre- 
fer to  an  indigentforlornhu(band,theheadof  appw- 
erful- nation,  who  would  take  pleafurd-in  fubmittjiig 
to  her,  himfelt  and  all  his  fubjedts*  Mirandia  might 
wdl  expea,  that,  by  refufing  his  c^rs,  (he  (hould 
expofe  her(elf,  at  beft,  to  a  perpetual  and  moft  cruel 
flavery;  but  her  virtue  got  the  better  of  every 
other  confideration.  She  evei^  gave  Siripa  the  anj 
^w€r'(he  thought  was  moft  likely  to  exafpeJ-ate  him; 
•in  Hopes  his  love  might  change  into  fury  j  and  ^ 
Speedy  death  put  her  innocence  and  honour  beydmi 
jthe  reach  of  his  brutkl  inclinations.  ^- 
■  But  in  this  (he  was' greatly  miftaken.  Herrefb- 
felsferyed  only  to  ifitreafe  the  efteem,  Siripa  had 
c<>nceit^ed  for  her,  and  heighten  his  palfion,  which  He 
ftiil-flflittered  him(^lf  he'(hould'be  at  laft  able  to  far 
tisfy*  He  continued,  therefore,  to  treat  her  with  a 
great  deal  of  lenity,  and  even  (hewed  her  more  ci- 
vility and  refpeft,  than  could  be  well  expedted  from 
a  Barbarian.  But  'his  ilioderation  and  gcntlene(s 
.  fef  ved  only  to  make  her  more  fenfible  of  the  danger 
(he  was  expofed  to.  In  the  mean  time,  Hurtado, 
being  returned  with  his  convoy,  was' greatly  fiirpri- 
zed  to  behold  nothing  -but  a  heap  of  afties,  where  he 
had  left  Gabot*s  tower.-  The  (irft  thing  he  did  was 
to  enquire  what  was  become  of  his  wife ;  and,  being 
informed  (he  Was  with  the  Cacique  of  the  Timbuez, 
he  inimediately  fet  ouf  to  look  for  hfer,  without-  con- 
'  ^.     •  fidering 
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fidering  what  dangers  he  thereby  fruitlefsly  expofed 
himielf  to.  Siripa,  at  the  tight  of  a  man,  who  w^ 
tbefole  object  of  all  Miranda's  affedlions,  could  no 
longer  contain  himfelf,  but  ordered  him  to  be .  tied 
to  a  tree,  and  there  (hot  to  death  with  arrows. 

Hi  s  attendants  were  preparing  to  obey  him,  when 
Miranda,  drowned  in  tears,  threw  herfdf  at  the  ty- 
j^ant's  feet,  to  obtain  the  life  of  her  hulband ;  and, 
fuch  is  the  power  of  a  pafTionate  affection,  it  calmed 
the  violent  ftorm,  which  it  had  but  a  little  beiore 
excited  in  the  heart  of  a  Barbarian.  Hurtado  was 
unbound  ;  he  was  even,  fometimes,  permitted  to  lee 
his  wife.  But  the  Cacique,  at  the  lame  time  he  thus 
indulged  them,  gave  them  to  underfland,  that  they 
nvoB:  jiot,  on  pain  of  death,  attempt  to  go  any  fur-. 
ther  l^gths.  It  is,  therefpre,  probable,  he  only  meant 
this  indulgence  as  a  ihare  to  obtain  a  pretext  for 
recalling  the  a>nditionar  reprief  he  h^  granted 
Hurtado,  who  foon  fuppijed  hipa  with  one.  4  few 
days  after,  Siripa'<5  wife  came  to  inform  him^  that 
Miranda  was  laid  down  with  her  hu(band ;  the  bar- 
barian inunediately  ran  tp  examine  the  truth  of  the 
rqport  with  his  own  eyee  %  and^  in  the  firft  emotion  of 
his  paffion,  more  to  the  fatisfa<Stion  of  his  wife's  jea- 
loufy,  than  his  own^  be  condemned  Miranda  to  the 
6ames,  and  Hurtiulo  to  the  )cind  of  death  he  had  biit 
lately  efeaped  The  fentence  was  immediately  exe- 
cuted, and  this  faithful  pair  expired  in  fight  of  each 
pther,  full  of  (entijnents  worthy  of  their  virtues. 

Ik  the  mean  time  Mofchera  had  made 
^53  35'  fome  preparations  at  Gabot's  fort.  Bur, 
finding  at  Jaft,^that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  continue 
there^  ad  the  animofity  between  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians  was  now  becoming  irreconcilable,  on  account 
of  the  treachery  of  the  latter,  he  embark^  with  the 
poor  remniuit  of  his  garrifon,  on  board  a  little  veflel 
which  Gabot  had  left  behind  him  ;  and  after  falling 
down  the  river  to  the  fe^,  ranged  the  coaft  to  the  3  2d 
»  D  4  degree 
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degree  of  South  krtitade,  where,  hatving  difco^rered  a 
convenient  povt^  he  baik  z  tittle  fort  on  its  bsiiks^ 
and,  finding  the  inhabhants  difpoled  to  Utq  isi  £irkndt 
(kip  widi>  him,  fowed  a  fm^  uadt  of  land.  But  be 
had  not  been  there  long,  when  the  governor  of  Braif. 
zil  fent  to  inform  htm,  that,  if  he  exfse^ed  t^  t e^ 
main  in  quiet  po(del]^n  of  bis  eftaUifhrsients,hemuft 
confent  to  take  an  oath  of  alkgiance  to  the  king  of 
Portugal,  to  whom,  all  the  country  betowged.  To. 
thiiS'  fiSnmons  Mc^cbera  anfwered^  that  he  Wft«  re^^ 
ibived  to  maintain  liis  grouiid,  titt  theiit  refpe£)iure 
ma;flers>  had  agreed  npcm  x  pstxtkiosa  of  the  Indies^ 
Me  was,  however,  r^ty  little  jfcfe  to  keepthis  word, 
for  waM  o£  amis  and  prorifidAs,  Bci(  Hk  Fi^ei)ch  dsif^ 
having  fooii  dfter  cdft  anctor  ^  the  little  ifiand  of 
Camanee,  oppofste  hi»  fort^  he  Airpri;ted  ber^  and 
by  that  means  fiippfied  himifeif  wi&  boch.  He  then 
ere<fbed  a  little  batieryj  with  f^r  ptec<»  of.  cailfim 
he  found  on  board  hk  piie  ^  and,  ^ht  Portx^iKKfe 
being  coite  foon  af^  ta  att^k  hm^  t6  the  amoufsc 
of  &o  meny  ftipi^orted  hj  m  army  of  Ba^asdhans,  h^s 
after  letting  them  kind^  ahd  evett  pMfe  wmdldm 
through  a  Wood,  g$fvi  Aem  lb  wiiriKi  a.  falate  ki 
front,  while  a  detadimfent,  placed  in  the  fame  wo^^ 
attack^  tbetii  m  (he  rear,  diat  they  immediat^ty 
dif|)erfed  ^  atfd  all  thofe^  whc^  a^to  being  ^ed  by 
the  canrion,  had  not  fev^  thtt^ietves  by  flighi,  w<^a 
put  to  the  {word.  MofcHtt^  nm  fatk^ed  with  tU^ 
advantage^  embartsed  wi«b  this  part  of  his  men,  and 
a  great  number  of  tf^Ha,  on  board  the  velfels  that 
had  brought  the  Pdrtdgude,  and  fell  tjpon  the  town 
of  St.  Vincent,  wh^re  he  ^^ttndef ed  uk  king^t  ma^ 
^ines.  He  &bn  perceived^  ho^ei^,  that  thefe 
iucce^s,  inflead  of  fervid^  to  ftf engdWn  hk  efta^ 
Miihmient,  tended  only  t6  the  i^  0f  tt,  by  txtaking 
It  an  object  fo  muchtbe  tmt^  wcnrihy  of  the  attest 
t;oa  of  the  crown  of  Port^^L  He,  thtr^ifbre,  very 
j^udieioully  rem^jved  his  colony  to  the  ifl^fld  of  Si- 

Catherine? 
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Csdietioc^^bexe  he  flattened  himfelf  the  Portugneie 
would  not  bs  in  fuch  hafte  to  purfne  him.  Yet  he 
mde  no  hiDg  ftay  hci;a 

Tnb  court  of  Spftin  had  not^  in  the  mean  timet 
toft  fight  of  Paraguayt  though  the  news  of  a}}  the 
Spamvds^  that  were  fettled  in  the  country,  having 
been  either  kiied  by  the  Indians^  or  ob%ed  to  de-- 
fsn  itt  joined  to  the  abftnce  of  the  Eniperof,  thfew 
fi  damp  ^xpaA  all  the  refolutions  taken  to  make  gcx)d 
bis  cknma  to  &>  ddireabie  an  acquifitbn. 

BvT  the  Emperor^  being  at  kft  returned  to  Ma- 
drid^ began  to  think  ferio^y  of  forming  t  power-- 
M  fettlemait  on  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  the  preparar 
<kiD&  m^de  for  it  greatly  topoffisd  thdfe  already 
made  to  eftablifli  cfi£>nies  in  any  other  put  of  Allien 

Don  Pedro  de  Menddsa^  great  Cup>4bearer  to  tM? 
£n^fier<^,  was  appoinied  commander  in  dhtef  of  the 
expedition,  adekmtade  and  goTemor,  and  captains 
general  of  ail  the  countries  tmt  might  be  difcovered 
afl  fkr  ai^  the  Soutb^fta^  cm  condition  thai  he  (holi(d 
iX^sifyoTt  there,  in  v»o  voyages,  onef  thouiand  men^ 
and  on6  hundred  horfes,  with  arma^  ammumtiod  and 
ptovifioiia  for  one  year,  the  whde  at  his  own  eipence« 
He  was,  indeed^  permittsed  to  make  eftaUifhrnenta 
in  any  pan^  he  tkoui^  propel,  of  the  lands  h^  rso^ 
difcover  v  Md  gratified  witha  penfion,fof  li£b,(tf  twu 
thouiand  ducats^  with  leave,  befides,  m>  levy  ^  firnas 
Am  on  die  produce  of  the  cdtintries,  of  which  he 
was  appoiDt6dgovem>r«  The  other  coiiditidnatmrC| 
that  criFthrtt  fortreiTeSy  which  he  was  to  build  at  his 
own  esipenoe^  he  fhdtlld  be  hereditary  Alcalde ;  md 
Ateuacsil  major  of  thac  where  he  mi^t  think  propat 
M  &t  hii^  refidence$  diac^  a^r  r efiding  in  his  gpven^ 
mem  for  three  years,  he  tnighc  rettirn  to  Spam,  and 
84t^e  a  govtraor  to  fucoeed  Mm,  whoy  on  receiving 
Hi^  commiffioii,  should  be  entitled  to  the  (ame  pre* 
fogldfsi  he  \mM  h«4  tti^ytd  i  that  th^^ug^  act 

cording 
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cording  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  the  Kings 
or  Indian  Caciques  taken  in  war,  .were  to  pay 
their  ranfoms  into  the  exchequer  :  thcfe  ranfoms 
Ihould  be  diflributed  among  the  governor,  and  the 
troops,  after  a  redudion  of  one- tenth,  to  the  ufe  of 
his  majefty.  That,  in  cafe  any  treafures  belonging 
to  Caciques  killed  in  war  fliould  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards,  they  fliould  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween his  majefty  and  the  governor.  In  fine,  that 
the  governor  fliould  take  eight  religious  with  him^ 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try, and  provide  all  the  pofts  with  phyficians, 
furgeons,  and  medicines.  The  Emperor  then  charg- 
ed Mendoza's  confcience  with  all  the  vexations  and 
violences,  which  the  Indians  might,  through^  his 
fault,  fufFer  from  the  Spaniards ;  and  declared,  ^at 
their  converfion  being  what  he  had  moft  at  heai;t, 
he  would  ftiew  no  mercy,  to  thofe,  who  dared  td 
cohtradidt  his  intentions  in  that  refpedt; 

Orders  had  been  already  given  to  equip 
^535' ,  at  Cadiz,  a  fleet  of  14  fliips,  and  Don  Juan 
Oforio,  an  Italian,  who  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
greatly  in  the  wars  of  Italy,  took  upon  himthe  com- 
mand of  it,  in  quality  of  lieutenant  toMcndQza..Such 
great  preparations,  and  the  reports  that  had  been 
Ipread  of  the  richnefsof  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  attraded.fo  many  perfons,,even  of 
the  higheft  nobility,  that  the  firft  armament,  inftead 
of  five  hundred  only,  the  numher.originally  propofcdj 
qonfifted  of  twelve  hundred  tnen,  amoa[igft  whom 
were  thirty  noblemen,  all  the  eldeft  {ons  of  .their 
femilies,  and  feveral  Flemifli  officers. .  In  a  word,  no 
SpanifH  colony  eftabliftied  in  the  new  world  can 
boaft  (b  many  great  ni^mes  among  its  founders ;  ^uxi 
the  pofterity  of  many  of  them  ftUl  fubfilte-  in  Para* 
guay,  efpecially  in  the  capital  ofcthe.provinee.i&f.that 
name.  This  fleet  piittofeajn  the  mouth  .of -Au- 
guft,  1535,  being  in  the  feafoli  fitteft  fc^  ifoit  purr 
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pofe,  as  (hips,  which  happen  not  to  arrive  at  the  Bay 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  before  the  end  of  March,  run  a 
great  rifk  of  coming  too  late  for  the  North  and 
N6rth-eaft  winds,  and  being  overtaken  by  thofe 
from  the  oppdite  quarters,  which  oblige  them 
to  winter  in  Brazil. 

Me:ndoz  a's  fleet,  after  pafling  the  line,  was  fur- 
prized  and  difperfed  by  a  terrible  ftorm.  The  ihips^ 
however,  commanded  by  his  brother,  Don  Diego 
de  Mendoza,  and  a  few  others,  happily  reached  the 
iflands  of  St.  Gabriel.  But  tlftt  fhip-  carr)  ing  the 
Adelantade  himfelf,  and  all  the  reft,  were  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where, 
on  bare  fufpicion  that- Oforio  intended  to  fupplkint 
him,  h6  very  bafely  procured  him  to  be  aflallinacrd. 
Though  the  Adelantade,  it  is  probable,  was  ad- 
Vifed  to  this  -llfep  by  many,  who  Were  jealous  of  Ofo^ 
ti^^  ^reat  merit,  oip  envied  him,  as  a  ftranger,  his 
high  poft  i  a  greslt  many  others  were  fbexafperated  at 
it,  that  fora«  of  them  that  refolve4  to  remain  in  Bra^r 
zil,  and  others  were-  preparing  to  retura  to  Spain, 
whm  the  Adelantkde,  having  received  notice  of 
th^ir  defign,  in^mediately  put  to  fea,  to  prevent  their 
carrying  it  into  exkludpn,  and  had  the  unmeri^ 
good  fortune  o£^ Arriving  fafe  at  the-iflands  of  St. 
Gabriel.  Though  Don  Diego'  de  Mendoza  was 
stdatly  pleafed  at  feeing  his  brother,  he  was  fo  far 
Irom  entering  into  his  views,  in  regard  to  Don  Johijt 
Oibrio,  that  he  exprefled'  thegretateft  concern  for 
what  had  happened,  and  even  n^de  iso  icruple  of  doi- 
claring  publickly^^  that  he  ^ras  greatly  afraid  ilb 
unwor^y  an  adtibn  would  draw  down  a  judgnibot 
vipon  his  brother  and  his  enterprizel   . 

Tub  (hips  being 'now  united  between  the  ilknds 
of  St.  Gabriel  and  dicwdlern  banks  of  the  river, 
I>oil  Pedro,  thinking  the  neighbourhood  might  afford 
a  good  fituation  for  his  firfl:  fettlement^  ientDon 
3anche2  d^l  Cao^'toiook  out  for  aiftnre  and  ooh- 
.  .'  venient 
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venieat  fpot  for  tHa^  purpofe  ;^  m^  this  officer  havii^ 
^iind  one,  oa  a  point  ^vhich  advances  into  a  river  lo 
Ivards  the  North,  before  the  Goaft.  takes  a  turn  to  the 
Weft,  Mendoza  iounediately  ordered  the  plan  of  a 
city  to  be  traced  om  there,  under  the  naiiae  oiN^^ffa 
Senora  de  Buenos  jiyres^  becaufe  the  air  here  is  very 
w.bolefom.  Thii&  dofife,  every  man^  without  diftinc- 
tiocky  ifnmediately  put  his  hand  to  the  work,  fb 
that,,  in  a  fhort  fime^  aJl  were  co&ventently  kKi^Bd. 
^  B»f  HWas^not  bog  before  the  takvft&<:& 
^53  '  the  country  ^ve  the  new  comers  gr€£itreafon 
Id  fiiif|)e6^,  that  they  #efe  no^  way  di^fed  to^fa^^our 
this  eftabliftki3fiea<  .of  (heirs ;[  th^efore  as!  provifions* 
began  ta  grow  fearce,  the  Adelant^uie  fedt  out  lus 
brother  with  a  detadUlient  o£  30^  trieBy.  m  ordet 
to  obtem  a  ftipply  by.  force,  if  ne  covild  not  ^of^ure 
k  by  fair  means.  Some  noblemen  aad  a  great  iMny 
gentlemen  would  likewife  ferve  aayolimteef  a  m  the 
occa&oo.  The  feeond  day  after  ^ir  fetf ing  6Ut, 
they  came  in  Jigbt.of  a  body  df  about  jppo 
jtndis^sy  poftedi  at  the  other,  fide-,  of  a  little  rivei^ 
which  falls  wm  ^  mat (b^  and  w^^  k  tv^as  f equate 
to^  crofs^  to*  proceed  on  their  jpitro^.  Moft  ipf  the 
SpBinaaid&  wert  for  waiting,  titt  the  Iiidiaias  thoBr 
fi^es  Afcmld  ordfe  the  i*ivfer  ^  hm%  JMm  Piegp  hay iag 
^kc^eii  it  to  hto  tmitfed,  i6}d:]^  fsfaatmefet^di^ 
covered  thatf  it  w«l».mdab^gave!Qirdeifafer  paS9g 
k  ixiithoUt  any  ittrtheii  delia^. ,: :  Thet  uw^gs  €oeye<^ 
but  the  fbrfti  tfaaBt  ^landed.  w!i9«r;forrQuniied  by  tlst 
Irbdilsmay  aod  <^ged.wii!hi  fuch  ^y^  that  they 
had  Bdt  fa  maaefa  time  as  to  forn>  theitt&lvea.  Be^ 
fidfis^  many  of  tliem  had  jfiofferedtheir  arma  ta  get 
wet  in  croiTing  the  livsr^  fo.tifeittbey could  makie  w 
life  of  themv  iixMevtsgy  a?  gneat .  atoibdf  of.  fhofe 
Jeft  bdhind  ^p^dy  asriimL  tb  fioppofft  tte%  .^ 
i]»it»sr  were  M^ol&d  wjthr  gr^aii  lofi. .  B^  tbdr 
jofe  fsrved:  Qoiy  tQ  eSEafpenite  theni;  and  repdor 
thentlldlliaQiarefuriaw.    The  Sfmai'div  thei^d^ 

were 
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were  at  kft  obliged  to  retreat.  Of  thofe  who  left 
Buenos  Ay  res,  on  this  expedition,  not  above  15a 
efcaped  tbe  field  of  batde ;  and  of  thefe  almoft  one 
half  died  of  fatigue,  or  of  their  wounds,  during  the 
i^treat;  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  and  anx>ng 
dffim  Don  Diego  de  ^dendoza,  the  general  of  this 
little  army,  loft  their  lives  on  thi«  occafion. 

The  icarcity,whidi  had  prevailed  at  Buenos  Ayres 
for  fame  tinie  pad,  was  now  changed  into  a  dread- 
ful famine ;  yet  Don  Redro,  afraid  of  giving  the  In*- 
dions  a  habit  of  ipiQing  Spaniih  blood,  forbid  the  in- 
liabitants,  under  pain  of  death,  to  go  into  the  fields 
in  &ardi  of  relief.  But,  as  hunger  is  one  of  thofe  tXr* 
tremitias,  which  make  people  blind  to  the  greateft 
danger,  and  deaf,  even  to  the.  moft  facred  injunc- 
tions, he  placed  foldiers  at  all  the  out-«lets  to  the 
country,  with  orders  to  fire  upon  thofe  whofliould 
eafideavour  to  tran^eis  his  oiders.   A  woman,  how- 
ever, called MaUanaia  was  lucky  enough  toeludethe 
vigilanoe  c£the  guards  \    and  God  twice  preferred 
iser  by  one  of  thofe  exertbns  <^  his  providence,  to 
which  public  notorie^  done  can  extent  belief  from 
the  incredulous,  iipt  to  take  ofience  at  every  thing 
befide  the  common  comrfe  of  things.    This  woman, 
having  for  a  long  time  rambled  about  the  country, 
took  notice  of  a  caver%  where  ifae  flattered  :herfelf 
(he  mi^  at  laft  find  a  fure  retreat,  againft  ati  thp 
dangers  that  threaten^  her :  -hut  fhe  had  fcarce  en«^ 
tmA  it,  when  file  fpied  a  liond^  the  fij^t  of  which 
terrified  fasr  tOitfae  kft  di^i'ee.    She  was,  iK>wevef^ 
feon  ijuieted  a  iittle,  dby  the  careffes  of  this  animal, 
«t  ike  fame  that  jbejperceivod  they  were  not  difin*' 
toxfed.   The  iiooseB,  it  fomis,  was  nedticed  to  the 
\>lk  vxuads^y  :aB,  tkmgh  her  term  for  littediig  was 
BBpirfd,^ieQ^U««t||[8t^i«i4tf:lttr  btt^        Ma^ 
damOif  a^Dii  thi$,  Mok  oaur^y^  and  give  tte  ifcm 
mittiae  cfae^affiAaaotJ&e  tfee^    fo  ewicftfy  tp  m- 

<piM.  XbeliBq(S&,bebg<luipptfyi(^^ 

imnoediately 


46  THE    HISTORY 

immediately  gave  her  benefaxftrefethe  moftfenfibftf 
proofs  of  her  gratitude ;  but  never  returned  froiri 
Searching  her  own  daily  fubfiftence,  without  layings 
at  the  feet  of  Maldonata,  enough  for  her's,  till,  the 
whelps  being  ftrong  enough  to  walk  abroad,  (he  at 
laft  took  them  out  with  her,  and  never  returned,- 
leaving  Maldonata  to  fliift  for  herfelf. 

Maldonata  foon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of  fome 
Indians,  who  made  a  flave  of  her,  and  kept  her  in 
captivity  for  a  confiderable  time.  Being,  at  length, 
retaken  by  fome  Spaniards,  (he  was  brought  back 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  Don  Francis  Ruiz  de  Ga-^ 
Ian  commanded  for  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  who 
happened  to  be  abfent.  Galan  was  a  man,  whofe 
feverity  often  degenerated  into  cruelty.  Therefore^ 
as  he  knew  that  Maldonata  had  ftolen  out  of  the 
city,  contrary  to  orders,  and  did  not  think  her  fuf-^ 
ficiently  puniftied  by  a  very  long  and  very  cruel  fla-^ 
very,  he  condemned  her  to  death,  and  to  a  kind 
of.  death,  which  no  man  but  a  tyrant  could  have 
thought  of.  He  ordered  fome  foldiers  to  take  her 
into  the  country,  and  there  leave  her  tied  to  a  tree, 
not  doubting  but  fome  wild  beaft  or  other  would 
foon  come  and  tear  her  to  pieces. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  foldiers  being  fent  to 
lee  what  was  become  of  her,  they  were  greatly  fur-^ 
prized  to  find  her  alive  and  unhurt,  though  furround-^ 
^d  by  lions  and  tigers,  whom,  a  lionefs,  lying  at  her 
feet  with  her  whelps,  kept  at  a  diftance.  As  foon 
jais  the  Lionefs  perceived  the  foldiers,  (he  retired  a 
fittle,  as  it  were  to  give  them  leave  to  unbind  her 
betiefaftrefs,  which  they  accordingly  did.  Maldo- 
nata then  related  to  them  the  hiflory  of  this  Lionefs, 
whom  fhe  knew  to  be  the  fame  fhe  hiad  formerly 
^(lifted ;  and  the  foldiers  remarked^  that,  on  .their 
offering  to  carry  away  Maldonata,  the  lionefe  fkwh* 
cd  greatly  upon  her,  and  ieemed  td-  exprefs  fonie 
concern  at  lofmg  her.    On  the  report  the  foldiers 

made 
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made  to  the  commander  of  what  they  had  fccn,  he 
faw  that  he  could  not  but  pardon  a  woman,  whom 
heaven  had  protedted  in  fo  fignal  a  manner,  with- 
out appearing  more  inhuman  than  lions  themfehres* 
The  author  of  Argentina^  the  firft  author  to  re- 
late this  adventure,  afTures  us,  that -he  had  heard  it^ 
not  only  from  the  publick  voice,  but  from  the 
mouth  of  Maldonata  herfelf ;  and  Father  del  Techo 
lays,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Paraguay;-^  a  great 
many  perfons  (poke  to  him  of  it,  as  an  event  Which 
had  happened  within  their  memory,  and  of  which 
nobody  doubted  the  truth. 

I  6  AID  that  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  was 
^^37-  abfent  from  Buenos  Ayres,  when  Maldonata 
was  brought  back  to  that  city.  He  had,  it  feems, 
fet  out  on  a  expedition  up  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  in 
queft  of  a  remoly  againft  the  famine,  which  had  al- 
r«idy  carried  off  200  fouls.  Having  ftopt  in  this 
excurfion  to  confider  the  ruins  of  Gabot's  tower,  he 
found  the  fituation  of  it  fo  very  advantageous,  that  he 
built  a  new  fort  there,  under  the  name  of  Good  Hope. 
Some  authors  mention  it  by  that  of  Corpus  Qjrtfti. 
But  his  chief  motive  for  making  this  new  efta^ 
bliflmient,  was,  his  being  told  by  Don  Juan  de  Ay- 
olas,  his  King's  lieutenant,  who  had  got  the  ftart  of 
him  in  this  expedition,  that  he  might  be  always  fure 
of  provifions  among  die  Timbuez,  whom  this  officer 
had  the  good  fortune  of  reconciling  with  the  Spani- 
ards }  or  at  leaft,  among  their  neighbours,  the  Cdrar* 
coes.  Doff-Juan  de  Ayolas  had  done  more.  He 
prudentfy  left  a  detatchment  under  Don  Francifco 
de  Alviurado,  at  the  place  where  the  fort  formerly 
flood.  Mendoza,  exceedingly  well  fatisfied  with 
his  lieutenant's  conduct,  ordered  him  to  continue  his 
navigation  up  the  river,  as  high  as  he  could  go,  and 
gave  him  three  barks,  and  fifty  men,  for  that  purpofe. 
He,  likewife,  permitted  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irala,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  to  accompany 

Don 
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Don  Juan,  fejDomi|»ep4Hig  to  hkn,  at  th^  fyxT^\ 
time,  to  tranfinit,  wkhin  four  moiii^,  an  account 
of  ki$  traa&i^iona  i^  ^ifoov^ries,  if  he  9PiiM  ^Ql 
himfejf  return  with  it. 

MfifjoozA  had  not  ai$  yet  aiOjafl^d  p'ov^fiont 
eaou^  to  put  an  enidre  &pp  Co  .the  IjifBiae  at  Bueiios 
Ayres,  where  it  was  attende4  with  ^U  the  ho^roavs  we 
fo  often  fiod  ipentioned  in  hiftory  oa  the  Jik^  oeica- 
fione.  But,  fome  time  aker^Don  Gon^ajjez^e  Mea-. 
do;za,  who  went  to  Brazil  in  queft  of  a  ftippiy,  re-* 
turjaed  with  a  cargp^  and  wa$  foon  after  followed  by 
two  others,  with  Mofchera  amj  all  hig  colony  <^  tfe^ 
iilaj^d  of  St.  Catherine,  befides  a  great  wiany  Brazi- 
lian families  that  had  taken  a  Ijikis^  to  him^  Thefe 
feafonable  fupplies  were  of  great  fervice  to  the  inha-' 
bitanta  of  Buenos  Ayreis.  But,  as  the  number  pf  tb^^ 
was  at  the  fame  time  coniider^bly  kiprea^,  t^Qi^. 
liQt  enough  to  covar  their  couoit y  iaboMfs  fron^  tb^ 
infuUs  ^ci  the  nei^bouri^g  jUdianii^  whp  ik^m4s 
from  day  to  day,  mpre  a^  itiore  d^rmin^  jtp  eic^ 
tixpate  them,  there  wa^  fhe  greateft  r^oa  ^  fe^t 
that  the  famine  wQuld  ioon  break  ^ut  agft^  ^itb 
redoubled  fury. 

Don  Juan  de  Ayola»  having,  out  bis  j6d^  pn^fd  up 
tbe  river  as  far  as  the  place  wbere  the^ity  ,of  the  AP 
iUmpticxi  wgs  after  wards  built,aiet  with^  veryfrJeed-^ 
ly  reception  from  the  Gmranu^wi^  oceupy  the  eoim- 
try  for  a  great  way  on  the  eaft^n  banks  of  the  P^-^ 
raguay^but  for  a  much  greaitt^  w*y  inknd,  eveu  3$ 
far  ^p  the  frontiers  of  Brazil.  Th&j[  .0ve©  jiJkd  bit 
veflels  with  provifi^Mi/g,  which  he  ffeid  for  in  g9Qd» 
which  he  had  taken  aJbngii^ir^b  him  ibr  tbat^purppfe. 
He  dien  advanced  to  the  tetitude  of  ZQ  degree  40^ 
roinutes,  where  he  d^vered»  to  tte  right,  ^  htde 
port,  to  which  he  gave  the  mim  of  Om£mas^jf^f* 
And^  as  the  Gua.ranis  had  a^Tured  Imtb,  that  in  tfaia 
latitude,  he  would,  by  raardhij^  w^efterly  over  land, 
n^et  with  Indians  who  had  j^  great  deal  of  gfM 
and  filver,  he  refolved  to  go  in  queft  of  them.    He 

therefore 
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therefore,  caufed  bimfelf  to  be  put  afhpre  oppofite 
to  Candlemas-Port,  to  which -he  fent  back  his  vef- 
fels  with  diredlions  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irala,  to  whom  he  had  delagate^  all  the  authority  he. 
himfelf  had  received  from  'Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza^ 
to  wait  there  for  him  for  fixi3ionths,  ^at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  he  might,, if  he  l^eard  nothing  of  hirn, 
take  what  courfe  his  own  dlfcretion  ihiould  didate  to 
hirn.  ,He,  likewife,  left,  at  Ca;Hilemas-Port,a  fn^U 
detachment  of  Spaniards,  under  tlje  comoianci  pf 
captain  Vergara.  But  aJl  thefe  precautions  proved 
jfruitlefs  ;  for,  Irala,  under  rpretenqe  that  his  veflfels 
l?egan  to^row  leaky,  remained  at  Candlemas-rort 
but  four  months. 

It  is  probable,  tl^at  Dpn  Juan  de.Ayplas  had  Tent 
the  Adelenta^e  an  account  of ,  thefe  refolutionsan^l 
djfpofitions  of  his ;  -biit  that  his  letters  ^levQr  car^e 
to"  haiidi    At  laft,  the  want  of  j^ews  from  him  ^ave 
^on.P^j^rb.deMendoza.grqat  unealinefs,  ^  Ayolas 
WSiB  the  officer  of  the  whole  colony,  in  whom  he  had 
the  greateft  confidence,  and  who  bpft  deferved  it. 
He, /therefore,. di(patel>ed  Pqn  Gon^les.4e  IVJendo- 
^a,  and  Don  Juan  de  >Salazar,  to  know  w}iat  was  be- 
come of  him ;  and  fell  fick  a  few  d^ys  after  their  de- 
parture.   JHe  h^d  gtjVeady.t^ken  a  refolution  to  re- 
turn to  Spain;  and,  as  foon  as  he  found  himfelf 
.itrong  enqugh  to  bi?ar,the  fea,..  tippk  ihipmn^,'  witli 
his  treafur^f  Juan  de  Cac^res.     He  left  Don  Fran- 
cis deG^lan  comnaander  at  Byenos  A^jres;  and,  in 
ivirtue  of  thepoxyerhe  had  received  from,  the  Ern- 
^jperor,  named  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  his  fucceflor,  hav- 
ing fitft .  appQint^d  Ijiip  h^s  heir  in  .cafe  of  deatji. 
At  length,  he  put  tp;fea,with> heart  ready. to  burft 
with:defpair,.ajKi  curfing  the  day  he  had  tranipdrted 
.biiBfelf.  to.i^gmble  .after  a  chimeira,  and  cpwrtdifho- 
„Xio.ur,m  a  l^Kage  country.     Jfle  had  ipon  as  jnuch 
..reafon  to  repept  his  attempting  to  return-    His. ?hip 
had  fcarce^pii  fight  of  land,  -when  all  the  el^ni(snts 
Vol*!:  E       -      '         '  '  feeiped 
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feemed  to  have  confpired  againft  him.  One  day, 
his  provifions  being  all  fpoiled  or  exhaufted,  he 
found  himfelf  oblig^  to  eat  of  a  bitch  that  was  preg- 
nant ;  and  her  infected  flefli,  joined  to  the  chagrin 
that  inwardly  devoured  him,  brought  on  a  total  alie- 
nation of  his  fenfes,  which  fbon  changed  to  a  phren- 
fy,  in  a  fit  of  which  he,  at  laft,  miferably  expired. 

J^  When  the  news  of  Mendoza's  death 
^537^3  '  reached  Spain,  there  were  in  the  port 
of  Seville  two  (hips  fitted  out  on  his  account,  that 
waited  only  for  a  favourable  wind,  to  fail  to  his  aC- 
fiftance ;  but,  thofe  who  had  advanced  the  money 
neceffary  for  this  armament,  thought  proper  to  flop 
them,  not  knowing  who  they  (hould  apply  to  for 
their  reimburfement.  The  Emperor,  being  in- 
formed of  this  delay,  immediately  ordered,  that  the 
fliips  fhould  be  permitted  to  fail ;  gave  the  com- 
mand of  them  to  the  infpedor  Alphonzo  Calrera ; 
and  added  a  galleon  loaded  with  ammunition  and 
arms,  under  the  command  of  Don  Lopez  de  Aguiar. 
His  majefty,  likewife,  delivered  Caceres  a  commif- 
fion  for  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  appointing  him  go- 
vernor and  captain-general  of  the  province  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata ;  and  an  amnefty  for  all  thofe  who  had 
eat  human  fle'fli ;  an  abomination  feveral  had  been 
driven  to,  during  the  late  famine  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  to  avoid  punishment,  had  taken  refiige  among 
the  Indians.  Six  Francifcan  Friars  were,  likewife, 
fent  on  board  the  galleon,  and  fupplied  by  the  Em- 
peror with  every  thing  requifite  for  the  exercife  of 
their  miniftry.  But,  though  this  convoy  failed  from 
Cadiz  towards  the  end  of  1537,  ^^  4)^  not  arrive  at 
Buenos  Ayres  till  the  year  1539. 

^  >.  .       During  this  interval,  Don  Gonzales  de 

^S3  '    Mendoza,  and  Don  Juan  de  Salazar,  whom 

'  the  deceafed  governor  had  fent  in  queft  of  Don  Juan 

de  Ayolas,  arrived  iat  Candlemas-Port,  without  being 

abk  to  procure  any  intelligence  of  him  5  but  they 

were 
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Were  informed  that  Irak  was  among  the  favages* 
of  the  neighbour hdod,  where  they,  accordingly, 
found  him.  They  then  made  with  him  a 
great  many  excurfions  and  enquiries  after  Don 
Ayolas  ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Upon  thii^  they 
faflened  to  a  tree,  at  Candlemas-Port,  a  paper  to  in- 
form Don  Juan,  in  cafe  he.lhould  happen  to  come 
that  way,  of  every  thing  it  was  proper  he  ftiould 
know;  and,  above  all  things,  to  put  him  upon  his 
guard  againft  the  Payaguas.  This  advice  was  the 
more  neceflary,  as  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  mbre  dan- 
gerous nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  fince  they  co- 
ver the  moft  favage  difpofitions,  with  the  moft  en- 
gaging manners,  and  never  -make  greater  protefta* 
tions  of  friendftiip,  than  when  they  are  treacheroufly 
meditating  fome  jnifchief.  They  are,  befides,  fo  ex- 
pert at  contriving  means  to  execute  their  dark  pur- 
pofes,  that  it  is  no  wonder  numbers  have  been  de- 
ceived by  them,  till  a  great  many  tragical  events 
had  dffcovercd  their  cruelty  and  craftinefs*.  Thefe 
iBarbarians  have  no  fixed  habitation,  but  are  to  be 
found  every  where  on  both  fides  of  the  Paraguay, 
and  on  the  river  itfelf,  where  they  carry  on  a  con- 
tinual piracy. 

Mendoza  and  Salazar,' after  leaving  Candlemas* 
Port,  fell  down  the  Paraguay  to  the  mouth  of  thei 
moft  northern  branch  of  the  Pilco  Mayo  into  that 
river,  in  the  latitude  of  25  degrees  and  fome  minutes ; 
where,  having  taken  notice  of  a  port  formed  by  a 
cape  that  runs  South  into  the  Paraguay,  from  the 
eaftern  banks  of  it,  they  wftre  fo  taken  with  the 
trotxveniency  of  its  fituation,  that  they  built  a  fort 
there,  which  in  a  very  (hort  time  grew  into  a  city  -, 
and  is,  at  this  day,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Pa- 
raguay. This  place  lies  mid-way  between  Peru  and 
Brazil^  and  at  three  hundred  l^gues  from  Cape  St, 
Mary.  Its  founders  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Af- 
fumption,  which  it  ftill  retains. 

E  z  Mendoza 
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Meitooza  remained  here^  while  Salazar  fet  out 
for  Buenos  Ayres,  which  he  found  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity.  The  famine  had  again  broke  out 
there,  and  was  arrived  at  the  greatefl:  height.  Befides 
Galan  was  fo  univerfally  detefted,  that  alt  the  inhabi- 
tants would  have  deferted  it,  but  for  fear  of  becom- 
ing the  prey  of  wild  beafts,  or  of  the  Barbarians  who 
iurrounded  them.  Salazar^s  arif val,  therefore,  gave 
them  greatjoy,  which  was  confiderably  increaied  at 
the  fight  of  the  three  veflels  from  Spain,  under  Cal- 
rera,  which  came  to  anchor  there  two  or  three  days 
after.  As  Salazar  reported,  that  there  was  no  fear- 
city  of  provifions  at  the  AiTumption,  Galan  and  Cal- 
rera  reiolved  to  go  there  themfelves  to  obtain  a  fup- 
ply ;  and  thefir(l,having  declared  that  he  would  take 
with  him  a  party  of  ibldiers,  both  thoie  he  picked 
out  for  that  purpofe,  and  thole  he  left  behbd,  were 
equally  overjoyed  ;  the  firfl:  at  the  pfofpedl  of  foon 
getting  into  a  country  where  there  was  no  danger  y 
of  ftarving  j  and  the  laft,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  rid 
of  a  commander,  whofe  feverity  they  thought  equal 
to  any  other  fcourge. 

But  the firft  were  greatly difapjpointed,  whQn,on 
their  arrival  at  the  Affunniption,  after  a  great  many 
dangers  and  fatigues,  they  ^und  the  fame  fcarcity 
there,  they  had  efcaped  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Salazar, 
however,  could  not  be  accufed  of  having  impoied 
upon  thma,  as  it  was  on  the  ftrength  of  the  good 
di^)ofition  of  the  Indians  towards  the  Spaniards,  he 
hid  fkbttored  them  with  the  expedbation  of  plenty ; 
and  thisgooddifpofition  had  been  rendered  of  noeffeifb  . 
by  locufts,  which  had  devoured,  in  the-grais,  all  the 
feed  the  former  had  ibwn-;  fb  that  the  commander  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  who  had  reinforced  his  ^fcort  with 
hialf ^hie  garrifon  of  the  fort  of  Good  Hope,  found 
hiimfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  making  all  the  hafte  he 
could  back,  for  fear  dF  increafing  a  famine  in  a 

place. 
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place,  in  which  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope? 
oFenjoying  the  bleffings  of  plenty. 

At  his  arrival  at  the  fort  of  Good  Hope, 

^^^*  he  vented  his  fpleen  upon  the  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood,  called  Caracoas ;  who  had,  it  feems, 
been  accufed  to  him  of  having  favoured  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Spaniards.  Without  examining  whether 
the  charge  was  true  or  falfe,  he  refblved  to  make 
them  feel  the  fmart  of  his  refentmcnt.  He  commu- 
nicated his  defign  to  Don  Francis  de  Alvarado, 
icommander  of  the  fort,  and  fome  other  officers,  who 
omitted  nothing  to  diffuade  him  from  fo  bafe  a  pro- 
ceeding ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe  :  and,  as  he 
was  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war,  which  might  delay 
him  too  long,  and  perhaps  coft  him  a  great  many 
tnen,  he  made  no  fcruple  of  adding  treachery  to 
injuftice.  After  treating  the  Caracoas  in  the  moft 
friendly  manner,  i^e  one  morning  at  day  break 
fell  upon  them  whcb  they  leaft  thought  of  it ;  fet  fire 
to  their  cabins ;  carried  ofFa  great  many  of  their  wo- 
men and  children,  whom  he  diftributed  among  his 
foldiers  4  and  then  reimbarked  with  Alvarado,  who, 
it  is  probable,  did  not  chufe  to  remain  in  a  fort,  which 
he  forefaw  would  foon  be  attacked  by  all  the  Indians 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Don  Antonio  Mendoza  was 
left  to  command  in  his  Head  with  100  foldiers. 

This  perfidious  behaviour  immediately  awakened 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Timbuez,  all  their  ancient  ani- 
mofity  againfl:  the  Spaniards  j  and  they  refolved  to 
rid  themfelvesefFedlually  of  a  nation,  whofe  promifes 
they  imagined  could  never  be  fafely  relied  upon. 
To  be  the  furer  of  their  flroke,  they  pretended  an 
expedition  againfl:  fome  other  Indians,  who,  they 
gave  out,  were  as  much  the  enemies  of  the  Spani- 
ards, as  their  own ;  and  then  a[^lied  for  aflifliance  to 
Don  Antonio  Mendoza,  who  had  the  imprudence  to 
give  them  half  his  garrifon,  uoder  the  command  of 
Alphonfo  Suarez  de  Figueroa.     The  Timbuez  re- 
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ceived  this  reinforcement  with  great  marks  of  gratiy 
tude ;  and,  th^t  very  day,  the  army  began  its  march ; 
but  the  Spaniards  were  fcarce  advanced  a  league, 
when  they  were  fuddenly  attacked,  behind,  by  a  body 
of  their  pretended  allies,  that  lay  in  ambufli  for  that 
purpofe;  and  in  front,  by  thofe  who  condudled  them. 
They  fought,  however,  with  the  greateft  bravery  ; 
but  were,  at  laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  fo  that 
not  a  fingle  man  of  them  efcaped. ' 

The  Timbuez  now  flattered  themfelves,  that  they 
fliould  have  no  difficulty  in  reducing  thofe  that  re^ 
mained  in  the  fort ;  and  immediately  invefted  it  with 
the  moft  hideous  fliouts.  M^ndoza,  judging  that 
nothing  but  a  defperate  flroke  could  fave  him,  made 
a  (ally  upon  the  Barbarians,  in  hopes  of  cutting  his 
way  through  them  ;  but  he  loft  his  braveft  men  in 
the  attempt,  and  himfelf  received  a  v  ound  that  dif- 
abled  him.  He  was,  however,  fortunate  enough  to 
regain  the  fort,  where  he  had  almoft  given  himfelf 
up  for  loft,  when,  happily,  two  Spanim  brigantines 
anchored  before  it.  The  commahders  ot  thefe  vef- 
fels  foon  perceived  that  it  was  befieged ;  and,  as  they 
had  been  fent  by  G^n,  ^hom  his  confcience  re- 
proached with  his  treachery  to  the  Caracoas,  and 
who  began  to  reflqdl,  though  a  little  too  late,  on  the 
pvil  confe,quences  \hat  might  attend  it,  they  imme- 
diately landed  fomfc  men  to  relieve  the  place.  The 
Timbuez,  on  their  fide,  at  the  fight  of  the  brigaur 
tines,  made  their  laft  effort  to  carry  it ;  but  the 
men  that  were  landed,  fupported  by  fome  difcharges 
of  cannon  frorn  the  brigantines,  obliged  them,  at 
laft,  to  retire  with  confiderable  lofs. 

Some  days  after  this,  Don  Anthony  cje  Mendoza 
dying  of  his  wounds,  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  brigantines,  feeing  no  appearance  of  being  able 
to  preferve  the  fort  of  Good  Hope,  thought  proper 
to  demolifh  it,  and  take  on  board  the  miTerable  re- 
mains of  the  garrifon.  That  of  the  Aflumption  was 

in 
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in  pretty  good  condition,  and  Irala  continued  to  take 
a  great  deal  of  pains  to  get  intelligence  of  the  gover- 
nor. At  laft,  after  making  a  great  many  excur- 
fions  to  very  little  purpofe,  he  returned  to  Candle 
mas-Port.  But,  though  he  could  hear  nothing  of 
Don  Ayolas,  the  writing  which  he  had  left  there  for 
him,  was  no  longer  to  be  found.  He  then  remount- 
ed the  river ;  returned  to  the  Payaguas,  where  he 
ran  a  great  many  rifks,  and  was  even  wounded  in  a 
Ikirmifti,  At  length,  one  evening,  as  he  lay  an- 
chored at  a  good  diftance  from  the  Ihore,  he  heard 
a  voice,  calling  to  him  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
river. 

He  immediately  fent  off  fome  men,  in  a  canoe,  to 
the  place  from  whence  it  came,  where  they  found 
an  Indian,  who  defired  to  be  conducted  to  the  cap- 
tain. As  this  Indian  was  alone  and  unarmed,  they 
readily  complied  with  his  requeft.  Irala  having 
afked  him  what  nation  he  belonged  to,  he  anfwered 
to  the  CbaneSy  inhabitants  of  the  plains ;  and  that  he 
wanted  to  meet  ibmc  Spaniards  to  inform  them  of 
the  fate  of  one  of  their  greateft  captains,  called 
Ayolas.  At  pronouncing  this  name,  a  flood  of  tears 
(lopped  his  voice,  which,  after  a  little  paufe,  rer 
peated  fighs  again  interrupted,  till  at  length  being  a 
little  come  to  himfelf,  he  niade  a  (hift  to  give  the 
following  account. 

"Captain  Ayolas,  ^n  his  arrival  among  us,  com- 
municated to  our  Cacique  his  defign  of  penetrating 
further,  in  order  to  difcover  whence  fome  Indians 
had  got  the  gold  and  filver,  that  had  been  found 
among  them.  As  he  was  but  badly  efcorted  to  un- 
dertake (o  long,  h  painful,  and  withal  fo  dangerous 
a  journey,  our  Cacique  gave  him  a  reinforcement. 
He  then  fet  out  j  and,  at  laft,  after  many  flcirmilhes 
with  the  Indians,  he  found  out  what  he  was  come 
in  quell  of.  On  his  arrival  on  the  frontiers  of  Peru, 
he  was  pretty  well  received  by  the  Indians  he  met 
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there ;  and j  indeed,  he  deferved  it  by  his  amiable  be^ 
haviour,  and  the  good  order  he  rhatintained  among 
thofe  he  brought  with  him.  At  length,  he  returned 
back  to  our  country,  loaded  V/ith  gold  and  filver ; 
and  our  Cacique  made  him  a  prefent  of  fonrie  more. 
He  then  told  us,  that  he  intended  to  join  his  coun- 
trymen, Vfhom  he  had  left  with  his  barks  on  the  Pa-; 
raguay,  and  then  return  with  a  greater  efcort.  Up-. 
on  this,  our  Caciqut  ordered  feveral  of  his  fubjefts 
to  aflift  him  in  tranfporting  his  treafures  to  the  ri- 
ver, and  I  was  of  the  number.  We  crofled  vaft  de- 
fcrts  to  avoid  meeting  with  fonie  nations  he  fufpfeft- 
ed  ;  and,  at  laft,  arrived  at  the  place  where  he  had 
l-fi  his  barkg  j  but  they  were  no  longer  to  be  found. 
However,  we  thought  proper  tb  remain  with  him 
ibme  days  longer,  in  hopes  he  might,  at  leaft,  get 
fonie  jfitelHgeiice  of  them.    In  the  rhean  time,  fome 
Indians,  allies  of  the  PayaguaSj  jtfter  having  feafted 
Us  with  their  game,  invited  us  to  take  fome  repofe 
athong  their  friends  ;  but  this  wjis  brily  a  fnare  laid 
by  the  traitors  to  deceive  the  Spaniards,  who  titv6t 
^  fufpefted  it ;    for,  when  they  had  btbiight  us  into 
fomc  hislrlhes^  ^Vhere  olir  inarch  was  attended  with 
great  difficulty,  the  Paya^uas,  whom  thfey  h^  ill- 
formed  of  their  dtfignsj  Fell  fuddenly  upon  us,  an4 
tnaffacred  the  Spaniard^  Many  of  my  countryrilen, 
likewife,  loft  their  lives ;  and  I,  and  all  the  reft  Were 
made  flaves.    Captain  Ayolas  had  happily  made  his 
efc^pe,  dnd  hid  himfelf  among  forrie  Dufhes^    but 
thfey  foon  difcovered  him,  and  conduced  him  to  ah 
ifland,  whiere  they  put  him  to  a"  much  more  cruel 
death,  than  they  had  done  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards, 
Sbme  tiitie  after  j  I  was  happy  enough  to  make  my 
efcape,  and  have  beeft  ever  iince  roving  about  to 
meet  with  Spaniards^   ^hd  inform  therii  of  thefe 
events." 

Ir  A  L  A  Would  bavi  been  very  gkd  to  chaftife  the 
Payaguas  for  their  perfid)'-,  and  recover  the  trea- 
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fiire  that  had  been  both  their  inducement  to  com- 
mit it,  and  their  reward  when  committed ;  but  the 
overflowing  of  the  river  would  not  allow  hjm  to  fol-^ 
low  them  into  their  retreats  ;  and,  befides,  he  had 
fcarce  a  man  left,  that  wias  not  either  fick,  or  ex- 
haufted  with  fatigue.  Himfelf,  had  not  entirely 
got  the  better  of  his  wounds ;  and,  though  he  had 
had  foftiething  more  preffing  to  take  up  his  thoughts, 
he,  therefore,  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  Af- 
fumption,Nvhich  already  began  to  wear  the  face  of 
a  city,  and  where  mod  of  his  officers  had  taken  up 
their  refidenpe,  Thefe  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
were  refpedted  as  the  conquerors  of  Paraguay.  The 
dispatches  from  the  court  gave  them  that  title.  They 
even  formed,  for  a  long  time,  the  council  of  the  pro- 
vince i  and  the  Emperor,  in  mod  of  his  letters  to 
the  governors  and  commanders,  ordered  them  to 
undertake  nothing  without  their  advice.  We  have 
feen,  that  Don  John  de  Ayolas  had  delegated  all  his 
authority  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala,  for 
the  time  he  fliould  be  abfent ;  and  this  officer  made 
no  doubt  of  his  being  acknowledged  as  governor 

general  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  till  the 
imperor  Ihould  have  named  another  ;  nor  did  any 
,one  at  the  AlTumption  think  proper  to  difpute  rfiis 
title  with  him. 

Buenos  AVRfes,  in  the  mean  time, was  everyday 
lofing  its  inhabitants ;  for  the  laft  provifions  arrived 
there  from  Spain  having  been  ibon  confumed,a  third 
famine  enfued,  equally  violent  with  either  of  the 
two  former.  Such  of  the  inhabitants,  as  tock  re- 
fuge among  the  Indians,  were  maflacred  by  the  C&i- 
ir«^,  who  infefted  the  whole  country.  At  length  Qar 
ien  and  Calrera  refolved  to  repair  to  the  Aflumption, 
and  as  many  of  the  inhabitants,  as  could  iind  room 
in  their  veflels,  thought  proper  to  accompany  them, 
Galan,  findmg,  on  his  arrival,  Irala  not  univerfaUy 
acknowledged  as  governor-general,   iihmediately 
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declared  himfelf  one  of  his  competitors.  But  Calrera 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  competition,  by  producing  a 
fchedule  figned  by  the  Emperor,  and  which  his 
Imperial  Majefty  himfelf  had  delivered  him. 

This  inftrument,  which  was  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  1537,  iniported,  that,  in  cafe  the  per- 
fon,  who  might  have  been  appointed  by  Don  Pedro 
de  Mendoza,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  ftiould  be 
dead  without  naming  a  fucceflbr,  and  the  founders 
and  conquerors  of  the  province  had  not  themfelves 
put  one  in  his  place,  he  (hould  affemblg  them,  and 
make  them  take  an  oath  to  eleft  him,  whom  they 
fhould,  in  their  confcience,  think  bell  qualified  for 
fuch  an  important  employment ;  that  he  ftiould  fee, 
that  the  perfon  eledted  by  a  plurality  of  voices  was 
iiniverfally  acknowledged  by  the  reft  j  and  obeyed,  as 
one  invefted  with  the  Emperor's  authority.  Calrera 
then  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  this  conuniflion ; 
and  Dominick  Martinez  de  Irala,  who  had  already 
for  him  the  votes  of  moft  of  the  eleftors,  was  una- 
nimoufly  proclaimed  governor  and  commander  ge- 
neral, till  his  majefty  ftiould  be  pleafed  to  name 
another. 

Calrera,  before  he  difmifled  the  eleftors,  pro- 
pofed  to  them  the  abandoning,  of  Buenos  Ay  res, 
where  it  was  evident,  he  faid,  by  many  years  ex- 
perience, that  it  was  impofTible  to  lubfift,  till  the 
Spaniards  ftiould  be  better  able  to  command  the  ref- 
pedt  pf  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  obtain  pro- 
vifions  from  them.  The  fentiments  of  the  aflembly 
were  divided  on  this  head,  feveral  reprefented  the 
neceffity  of  having  a  port  for  the  reception  of  veflels 
from  Spain,  and  how  much  the  city  of  the  Aflumption 
itfelf,  fituated  at  300  leagi;es  from  the  fea,  was  likely 
to  fufFer  if  no  ftiips  were  to  arrive  from  thence.  To 
this  the  gpvernor  anfwered,  that  it  would  be  an  eafy 
matter  to  eftablifti  a  communication  with  Peru  j  and 
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he  had  art  enough  to  perfuadc  a  great  maiiy,  that 
they  might  ealily  procure  from  thence  all  the  alfift- 
ance  they  could  ftand  in  need  of.  No  one,  at  firft, 
fufpedted,  though  it  appeared  foon  after,  that  all  the 
governor  aimed  at  by  this  alternative,  was  to  render 
himfelf  independent ;  as,  in  cafe  it  took  place,  no 
orders  from  court  could  reach  him,  but  very  late, 
and  with  great  difficulty ;  and,  when  they  did,  he 
could  eafily  find  pretences  for  eluding  them,  (hould 
they  prove  any  way  difagreeable  to  him. 

The  council,  therefore,  aflent^d  to  this  plan, 
and  Don  Diego  d'Abreu  was  charged  with  the  exe- 
cution of  it.  As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
nothing  could  equal  the  joy  expreffed  by  them,  at 
the  news  of  fuch  a  refolution.  It  proved  equally 
agreeable  to  the  equipage  of  a  Genoefe  fliip,  which, 
on  its  voyage  to  Peru  with  a  cargo  worth  fifty 
thoufand  ducats,  had  been  firft  flopped  by  contrary 
winds  at  the  entrance  into  the  ftreights  of  Magel- 
lan ;  and,  having  afterwards  put  into  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wrecked  there, 
on  a  fand-bank  pretty  near  Buenos  Ayres,  beyond 
z  poffibility  of  faving  any  part  of  the  cargo.  The 
men  efcaped  the  danger  of  being  drowned,  but  'it 
was  only  to  fall  into  that  of  being  ftarved.  There 
were  on  board  this  (hip  feveral  Italian  gentlemen, 
whofe  pofterity,  it  is  probable,  ftill  fubfift  in  Parar 
guay ;  at  leaft,  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  mention 
fome  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory.  The 
principal  were  Don  Anthony  de  Aquino,  Don  Tho- 
mas Rizo,  and  Don  John  Baptift  Trochi. 

The  governor  took  care  to  fend  a  plentiful  con- 
voy of  provifions  to  meet  the  tran(migrants ;  and, 
as  foon  as  they  were  all  lodged  in  the  AlTumption, 
he  furrounded  it  with  a  palifadoe ;  eftablifhed  a  po- 
lice in  it ;  and  took  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  found  to  amount  to  fix  hundred  men,  befides 
woraien  and  children.     Some  tirne.  after  this,  being 
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jdefirous  of  giving  the  Indians,  many  of  whom  haA 
been  already  baptized  by  the  Francifcan  friars,  a 
grand  idea  of  the  chriftinn  religion,  he  bethought 
himfelf,  for  that  purpofe,  of  a  general  proceflion ; 
and,  accordingly,  ap^intcd  one  for  the  Holy 
Thurfday  following,  in  commemoration  of  our  Sa'- 
viour's  paflion.  He  then  invited  all  the  Indians  of 
the  neighbourhood  to  be  prefent  at  this  ceremony ; 
but,  as  the  bad  ufage  which  the  Spaniards  had  al- 
ready begun  to  give  them,  had  not  infpired  them 
with  any  great  afiedtion  for  fuch  mailers ;  and  ma- 
ny of  them,  befides,  had  embraced  the  gofjpel 
merely  through  intereft  or  fear,  few  of  them  came, 
but  in  hopes  of  finding  an  opportunity  to  fliake  off 
a  yoke,  which,  from  day  to  day,  was  growing  more 
heavy  and  infuppor table.  It  is  faid,  there  came  no 
kfs  than  eight  thouiand  of  them  to  behold  this  ce- 
remony, without  any  other  arms  than  their  bows  and 
arrows,  without  which,  it  was  well  known,  they  ne-^ 
ver  appeared  any  where,  gut  they  knew,  that  thefe 
arms  alone  were  fufficient  to  execute  their  defigns, 
lis  they  knew  the  Spaniards  were  to  appear  on  the 
pccafion,  bare  fliouldered  j  and  with  no  arms  but 
fcourges,  and  thefe  to  be  entirely  employed  on  their 
bodies.  And  now  the  proceflion  was  gomg  to  fet 
out,  when  an  Indian  woman,  fervant  to  Salazar, 
who  had  always  ufed  her  with  great  kindnefs,  enter^ 
ed  his  room ;  and,  feeing  him  ready  to  fally  forth  in 
the  equipaffls  of  a  Bagellant,  told  him,  with  tears  in 
her  eyes,  tnat  Jhe  was  heartily  concerned  to  fee  him 
thus  preparing  for  deftru(ftion;  and,  upon  his  preC- 
Jing  her  to  explain  herfelf ,  led  him  into  the  whole 
affair.  He,  therefore,  ran  directly  to  inforni  the 
governor  of  what  he  had  ib  feafonably  difcovered ; 
and  the  governor  immediately  took  the  only  courfe 
fuch  critical  circumftanccs  admitted^ 

He  pretended  he  had  juft  received  intelligence, 
that  ^J(^igesy  who  had  lately  declared  againft 

^  the 
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the  Spaniards,  were  almoft  at  the  gates  of  the  city  \ 
and,  after  diipatchin^  private  orders  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants to  arm  thcnnielves,  he  fent  to  all  the  princi- 
pal chiefs  of  the  Indians,  to  beg  they  would  diredly 
repair  to  his  houfe,  and  affift  him  with  their  advice. 
They  accordingly  came,  not  fufpeding  any  defigft 
againft  them ;  and,  as  fall  as  they  entered,  were 
fettered  and  (iiut  up  in  feparate  rooms^  till,  all  being 
arrived,  he  acquainted  them  with  the  intelligence 
he  had  received  of  their  treacherous  defigns,  and 
condemned  them  to  be  hanged.  The  fentence  was 
immediatdy  executed,  in  fight  of  the  great  number 
of  Indians  affembied  about  the  city,  who,  feeing  all 
the  Spaniards  under  arms,  not  only  remained  very 
quiet,  but  publicly  acknowledged  they  had  likewife 
deferved  death;  adding,  that,  if  the  Spaniards 
would  but  pardon  them,  they  fliould  have  no  reaibn 
to  repent  therr  indulgence.  They  afterwards  made 
an  oner  of  wives  to  fiich  of  the  Spaniards,  as  were 
not  yet  provided  with  any ;  and  their  offer  was  ac- 
cepted. The  Indian  women,  whom  the  Spaniai>ds 
married  on  this  occafion,  proved  fruitful,  and  tdcr- 
ably  Agreeable  in  their  manners  and  behavbur^ 
which  afterwards  induced  a  great  many  other  Spa- 
niards to  contrail  alliances  of  the  fame  kind.  Some 
of  them  have  fince  married  Negrefles  ;  and  this  is 
the  reafon,  why  there  are  now  fo  many  Meztizzoes 
and  Mulottoes  in  this  part  of  America. 

As  the  Emperor,  in  the  rasan  time,  re* 
^54®-  ceived  no  news  from  Paraguay,  and,  for  that 
reafon,  could  no  longer  doubt  of  Ayolas's  death, 
his  Mafefty  began  to  think  ferioufly  of  giving  k 
another  (ihief,  anid  fuch  ftnther  affiftance  as  it  mi^t 
be  fuppdfed  tp  require.  But  the  qudlion  was,  to 
find  a  mail  willing  to  contribute  to  the  expence  of 
a  confiderable  armament,  after  the  difappointments 
Don Pe^rode Mendoza  had  met  with.  Charles  V. 
hpwrevei:,  was  ao;  Ipng  at^  lofe  for  one.  Don  Al- 
varez 
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varez  Nunez  dc  Vera  Cabeca  de  Vaca  offered  to 
lay  out  on  the  occafion  eight  thoufand  ducats,  be^ 
i<jg  all  he  was  worth  in  the  world ;  and  his  offer 
was  immediately  accepted. 

It  is  very  furpri^ing,  that  a  man,  in  whom  pro- 
bity^ prudence,  piety,  and  the  moft  difintererted 
zeal  for  the  true  honour  of  his  fovereign,  were  emi 
nently  confpicuous,  (hould  not  have  proved  a  bleC- 
fing  to  Paraguay ;  and  that  his  great  merit  (hould 
have  ferved  only  to  ruin  him,  and  expofe  him  to 
the  moft  injurious  treatment.  His  virtues  had  al- 
ready undergone  fbme  very  fevere  trials,  in  a  voyj^e 
he  made  to  America,  in  1528,  as^treafurer  to  the 
fquadron  of  Pamphile  de  Narvaez,  whofe  enterprize 
had  been  but  one  continued  iflue  of  misfortunes ; 
his  veflTels  were  difperfed  by  a  ftorm ;  and,  that 
which  carried  Don  Alvarez,  having  been  wrecked 
on  the  coaft  of  New  Spain,  the  whole  crew  were 
made  (laves  by  the  natives.  But  Don  Alvarez  fbon 
attracted  the  refpedt  of  thefe  barbarians,  efpecially 
by  the  great  number  of  cures  he  performed,  which 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  them,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  withheld  from  paying  him  divine  honours. 
The  Spaniards  themfelves,  on  account  of  his  ex-- 
emplary  conduft,  confidered  many  of  thefe  cures 
as  altogether  miraculous.  Don  Alvarez,  on  his  re- 
turn to  Spain,  maintained  the  reputation  he  had  fo 
juftly  acquired,  fo  that  the  Emperor  accepted  his 
offers  with  great  pleafure.  His  Majefty  appointed 
him  Adelantade  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  governor  and 
.  captain-general  of  that  province ;  on  condition,  how- 
ever, that  he  (hould  not  aflTume  the  two  laft  titles, 
till  he  had  received  certain  intelligence  of  Ayolas's 
death,  under  whom  he  was  to  adl  merely  as  his  lieu- 
tenant, in  cafe  this  governor  (hould  be  ftill  Irvii^.  ♦ 

In 

♦  The  dignity  of  Adelantade  is  merely  civil,  arid  does  not 
entitle  the  perfon  invcfted  with  it  to  the  firft  place,  but  in 

the 
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In  the  inftruftions  which  the  Emperor  gave  Don 
Alvarez,  he  charged  him,  above  all  things,  not  ta 
tolerate  any  lawyers  or*  attorneys  in  his  govern- 
ment, being  convinced,  he  faid,  by  experience,  that 
law-fuits  tended  greatly  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
colonies.  He,  next,  ordered  him  to  take  care,  that 
the  Spaniards,  who  (hould  cultivate  the  lands  mark- 
ed out  for  them  for  twenty-five  years  fucceffively, 
fhould  be  confidered  as  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
lands ;  *  and  that  all  (hould  have  liberty  to  trade 
with  the  natives,  and  return  to  Spain,  when  they 
thought  proper.  He,  likewife,  declared,  that  it  was 
his  intention.  Alcaldes  (hould  be  appointed  in  every 
town  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  that  no  fett* 
ler  (hould  be  profecuted  for  debt  for  the  firft  four 
years  after  his  arrival  in  the  country,  nor  pay,  during 
the  two  firft  any  import  duties,  or  any  of  the  im- 
ports comprehended  under  the  name  of  Altnajmf- 
fazgo ;  that  the  privilege  of  recufation  and  appeal 
to  the  King's  council  (hould  be  inviolably  main- 
tained ;  that  no  one  (hould  be  hindered  from  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  his  Majefty's  juftice,  or  from  wri* 
ting  to  htm ;  that  in  criminal  caiifes,  where  the 
accufed  appealed  to  the  council,  the  proceedings 
prefcribed  in  that  cafe  by  the  common  law  (hould 
take  place  \  that  in  regard  to  thofe,  who  died  intef- 
tate  or  without  heirs,  the  regulations  added  to  thefe 
inftruftions  (hould  be  pundtually  complied  with ; 
that  Don  Alvarez  (hould  decide  nothing  precipi- 
tately, or  without  advice ;  and  take  care  that  the  (ii- 
baltern  commanders  and  judges  afted  with  equal 
caution  ;  that  he  (hould  not  permit  the  intereft  of 
money  to  exceed  a  caftillan,  t  or  the  King's  fifth  to 

be 

the  council  for  civil  affairs,  and  the  courts  of  juftice  ;  fo  that, 
in  the  army,  an  Adelantade  may  adt  as  a  fubaltern  officer, 

f  This  confefllon,  if  it  may  be  called  one,  feems  better 
calculated  to  tire  the  patience  of  new  fettlers  than  animate 
iheir  induftry. 
.  t  A  piece  of  gold  worth  iibout  three  ihlUings, 
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be  levied  upon  any  thing  but  gold  or  filver ;  that 
conunons  tor  cattle  (hould  be  every  where  laid  out  $ 
in  fine,  that  the  ordinary  Alcaldes  (hould  be  allow- 
ed to  decide  all  fuch  caufes,  as  it  was  ufual  to  carry 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Santa  Hermandad,  * 

Don  Alvarez  had  no  fooner  received  his  dif- 
patches,  than  he  repaired  to  Seville,  where  he  pur- 
chafed  two  (hips,  one  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  the 
other  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  with  two  caravals  ; 
and  embarked  on  the  four  vefTels  400  foldiers  doubly 
armed,  who  had  very  chearfully  offered  to  follow 
his  fortunes.  From  Seville  be  repaired  with  his  lit- 
tle fleet  to  Cadiz,  and  from  thence  put  to  fea  the 
beginning  of  November.  In  nine  days  he  reached 
♦the  iflands  of  Palma,  and  waited  there  for  a  favour- 
able wind,  till  the  26th,  when  he  fet  (ajl  for  the  Cape 
de  Verd  iflands.  The  capitana,  or  largeft  of  his 
ihips,  though  new  from  the  flocks,  and  in  other  re- 
fpe(Ss,  to  all  appearance,  an  excellent  veffel,  made 
a  great  deal  of  w^ter  during  the  paffage^  by  which 
a  confiderable  quantity  pf  his  provisions  was  dama-* 
^ed,  and  his  men  greatly  fatigued.  At  laft,  how- 
ever, he  in  nineteen  days  reached  Santiago,  one  of 
the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands* 

The  air  of  Santiago  is  very  unwholefbrri 
^^  '  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  and  generally  cau- 
fes a  very  great  mortality  ^mong  the  crews  of  fuch 
(hips  ^  have  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged  to 
.breathe  it ;  notWithftanding  which,  Don  Alvarez  did 
not  lofe  a  fingle  man,  during  the  five-and-twenty 
days  he  flayed  at  this  ifland.  This  was  confidered 
;as  a  very  extraordinary  exemption,  and  renewed  the 
memory  of  the  prodigies  operated  by  him,  during 
his  captivity  among  the  Indians.  What  happened 
a  few  days  after,  confirmed  alfhis  (bldiers  and  failors 
in  their  opinion,  that  heaven  favoured  their  copi- 
ma&der  in  a  (pecial  manner. 

After 

^  This  is  a  tribtnal  eftablifhed  for  the  furety  of  thciliigh 
roads,  and  from  whole  fentence  there  is  qo  appeal* 
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ApTBit  having  paft  the  line^  he  found,  that,  out 
of  one  hundred  calks  of  ^ater  put  on  bosird  the 
Capitana,  but  three  remained  ^  and,  therefore,  or- 
dered h^  pilots  to  make  for  the  land*    The  fourth 
dj^^  befcMre  there  was  light  enough  to  difcern  any 
t^fig^  the  people  on  faoaifd  were  very  mueh  fnr^ 
pfiztd  to  hear  a  graihopper  fing.    A  Tailor,  it 
feems,  had,  unkaovm  tx>  any  body,  brought  one  of 
theie  ia(k&s  oil  board ;  andf  this  was  the  fifft  time 
cf  its  beia^  heard.    Upon  this,  ibixie  of  the  crew 
affirmed^  mar  they  muft  be  very  near  land,  an 
ttbe(e  ^eacurtts  never  fiiii  to  fiog  when  they  fmell 
kt    D(m  Aii/ixiegL,  therefore,  immediately  fent  a 
fciter  :  up'  mto  the  round-top,  who,  the  nKjment  it 
tms  lights  defcriod  (bntie  greit  rocks  bordering  d 
t^a^hi^  hok^i  iiv  fight  of  which  the  Ibips  c(Xh^ 
ifiioed  theii"  cocnrfe ;   the  gralhopper  nev^  &tl- 
if^f  duf fnig  the  wdlofe  time,  to  proclaim  tlie  return 
<^^dy,  ifadug^  it  had  been  quite  filent  at  the 
CmiCt%  ^d  Clape  (ie  VeYd  iflands. 
•   A4^'t*K»  do\ibfing  Cape  Trio,   in  twenty-fottf 
d^gf ec«  <i(  fou«h  latitude,  they  entered  the  port  of 
Can^ea ;  ^i^  atHved,  the  Z4th  of  March  1 541,  at 
the  ill  tod  dffi  St..  Catherine,;  which  Don  Alvare:^ 
iitfimediatety' tb4&k  pofT^on  of  for  the  crown  of 
Caftjle,  treating  the  iflandefs,  however,  with  great 
l^ndneffi,  as  a]i>  the  idhi^itams  of  the  op^nd 
Gontteent,  wiie^e  he  heaa-d'  there  were  two  Friari^ 
ifii  n^-vigry  agt^ble  eircumftances.    Thefe  fathers 
fid  fobner  hdafiii  <3f '  his  arrival,  than  they  came  to 
)^a&t^upon  him^nand  informed  him,  that  the  Inii^tus^ 
among  wt^>m  they  had  refided,  bad^  in  fa^,  a 
^le^t  averfi^  to<  the  Spaniai^ds,  and  no  great  df-^ 
fedtion  ^  them^^s  in  panti^^ular.    Bon  AlvMez^ 
tlle«efix-e,  pt^omJlM  to  interpofe  in  their  fAVdur^ 
and  his  gocid  offices  had^thedefired  fuccefe.    It  iKJw 
bfegan  to  appear,  that  he  was  bleffed  witb  ^  rtieM 
thod  of  treaiii^  With  the  Indialw,    Whiclt  nevc* 
Voc..  I.  F  failed 
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failed  of  procuijfng  him,  even  at  the  firft  interview, 
their  efteem  and  afFedion. 

In  the  month  of  May,  he  detached  a  caravel, 
commanded  by  the  treafurer  Philip  de  Caceres, 
for  Buenos  Ayres  ;  but  Caceres,  having  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  double  Cape  St.  Mary,  returned 
to  the  iflands  of,  St.  Catherine,  where  twelve  Spa- 
niards arrived  foon  after  in  an  open  boat.  They 
had  noade  their  efcape  from  Buenos  Ayres,  being  no 
longer  able,  they  faid,  to  bear  the  ill  treatment  of 
thofe  who  commanded  there ;  they  added,  that  a 
fupply  of  men  and  provifions  had  lately  arrived 
there  ;  but  that  the  famine,  notwithftanding,  ftiU 
continued  to  rage  there  with  great  violence ;  and 
that,  befides,  the  inhabitants,  were  conftantly-in 
danger  of  being  exterminated  by  the  neighbouring 
Indians.  They,  likewife,  informed  Don  Alvarez, 
that  at  fix  fcore  leagues  from  the  place  where  he 
now  was,  a  town  had  been  lately. built  under 
the  name  of  the  Affumption  of  the  bleflfed  virgin  ; 
from  whence  to  Cape  St.  Mary  they  reckoned,  to 
go  down  a  river,  the  navigation  of  which  was  very 
dangerous,  three  hundred  and  fifty  leagues ;  that 
thqy  had  received  the  mod  certain  intelligence  of 
Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  and  all  thofe  who  accompani- 
ed him,  having,  been  murdered  by  the  Payaguas  ; 
and  that  Don  Domingo  Martinez  <le  Irala  was 
confidered  as  the  author  ot  their  misfortunes, .  by 
not  having  waited  for  them  at  C^ndjeynas-Port, 
according  to  the  direftions  leftwifch  himby  Pan 
Ayolas  ;  that  the  rpyal  officers  harrafled  the  In- 
diaiis,  and  treated  th^  Spaniards  but  little  better  ; 
that  tb^ir  defign,  in  flying  from  Buenos  Ayres,  was 
to  make  the  bell,  of  their  way  to  Spain,  and  inform 
jhe  royal  council  ^df  the  Indies  of  all  thefe  events ; 
laftly,  that  Ir^la  had  been,  acknowledged  goyerr 
nor  general  by  the  whole  province^  , and  .  coii^:> 

mandedjn  perfon,  at  the  Affumption,:       ,     '    :- 

From 
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From  this  relarion,  inconfiftent  Vith  what  we 
have  already  faid  of  the  evacuation  of' Buenos 
Ayrei?,  unlefe  we  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  gave  it 
had  been  a  long  time  ab(ent  from  that  place,  Don 
Alvarez  judged  his  prefenee  was  abfolute  necefla- 
ry  at  the  Aflumption  ;  and,  therefore,  refolved  up- 
<m  going  there  by  the  ftiorteft  road,  in  fpitc  of  all 
the  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  his  principal  officers 
to  perfuade  him  to  continue  with  the  fleet,  and 
touch  at  Buenos  Ayres.  He,  therefore,  ordered  the 
Fadtor  Peter  de  Orantes,  to  get  intelligence  of  the 
route  he  might  take  by  land  ;  and  this  officer,  after 
furveying  the  country,  reported,  that  the  firft  In- 
dians he  had  met  with,  and  likewife  thofe  of  St. 
Catherine  who  accompanied  him,  informed  him, 
that  the  (horteft  wajr  was  to  follow  the  river 
Habuct^^  which  falls  into  the  fea  oppoiite  the 
northernmbft  point  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Catherine,  ' 
and  about  nineteen  or  twenty  les^es  from  the 
port  where  he  tkow  was.  Don  Alvarez  fent  again 
to  examine  this  route,  and,  being  again  informed 
that  it  was  very  practicable,  refolved  to  fet  out 
without  lofing  any  more  time.  He  intended  to 
have  left  the  Friars  we  juft  mentioned,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Catherine^  to  labour  in  the  converfion  of 
the  inhabitants  and  their  neighbours  on  the  con- 
tinent 5  but  they  prefled  him  fo  much  for  leave  to 
accompany  him,  that  he  at  laft:  thought  proper  to 
grant  their  reqtieft. 

The  1 8th  of  Oiflober,  after  giving  orders  to 
Don  Pedro  Eftopinan  Cabeca  de  Vaca,  to  fet  fail 
with  the  fquadron  for  Buencs  Ayres,  with  the  firft 
fair  wind  ;  and,  after  fending  a  party  of  his  men, 
with  (ix-and-twenty  horfes  that  he  had  ftill  left,  to 
wait  for  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Habucu,  he 
took  leave  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Catherine, 
whom  he  loaded  widi  ^refents,  and  ni)a^y  of  whom 
thought  proper  to  acconmany  him,  both  to  ferve 

F  2  him 
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hnn  as  guides,  and  take  care  he  Ihould  want  no 
provifions  in  his  journey.  He  had  ftill  with  him 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  whom  he  fet  out 
on  the  8th  of  November,  to  join  thofe  he  had 
akeady  fent  before  him  to  the  Habucu.  After 
nineteen  days  march,  during  which  his  little  army 
were  trften  obliged  to  open  themfelves  a  road  by  dint 
of  labour,  they  began  to  want  provifions.  But, 
being  now  arrived  in  a  more  populous  country, 
they  were  fbon  met  by  a  great  number  of  Indians 
loaded  with  all  manner  of  fruits  and  other  pro* 
vifions  ftH-  their  relief ;  and  exprefling,  beudeis, 
the  greateft  pleafute  at  the  fight  of  the  new  go- 
vo-nor. 

These  were  the  Guaranis,  who  grew  Maiz,  of 
which  they  made  the  earth  yield  them  every  year 
two  crops  ;  and  Manioc,  with  which  they  made 
Caflava  bread.  They,  likewife,  reared  hogs,  geeie, 
poultry,  and  parrotSw  Thefe  Guaranis  were  of  the 
feme  orijgin  with  thofe  who  lived  on  the  eailerm 
Banks  of  the  Paraguay,  oppofite  to  the  Aflump- 
tioH  ;  and  both  togetter  form  one  of  the  moft  nu- 
merous and  wide  extended  nations  of  the  whole  con- 
tinent. It  is  even  pretended,  that  they  penetrated 
as  fiir  ^s  the  Maranon  ;  that  they  rendered  them- 
fdves  forniidablc  by  their  depr^sdatkms,  wherever 
tftey  appeared  ;  and  that  it  was  on  this  fcore  they 
obtaiiied  their  prefent  name,  which  fignifiesa  war-^ 
rior.  The  Chiriguanes,  who  inhabit  part  of  thfe: 
CprdiBiera  of  Pern ;  the  Tapez,  ,wiio  had  fettlisd  on 
the  froritiens  of  Brazil ;  andev«n  a -great  many  Br^ 
zili^ns  ;  and  other  natknis  we  ftiall  have  occafion 
to^  mentbn  hereafter,  who  /peak  t^  Guarani  liin*- 
gtiiage-,  ^re,  afl  of  the  feme  eJctraftioh ;  burallhave 
iiot.pt^eferved  the  feme  difpofitions^  and  are  not 
cquaBy.  fierce,  and  fond  of  human  flelh  ;  a  dif*- 
fcreAce  owing  to  the  roving  or  fedentary  life  they 
fedft;    Mdny  of  ri^m  treat  their  prift>ners  of  war 

like 
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like  the  Canadians.  Moreover,  they  ^re  all  of  very 
narrow  mtellet^s ;  and  the  greatest  obftacle  in 
civilizing  them  confifts  in  their  almdl  inconceiva- 
ble yrsxit  of  forecaft,  their  furprifing  rSivenaufaefs^ 
aoc)  mortal  averfion  to  any  kind  of  labour. 

Tho«e»  whoiii  Don  Alvarez  firft  met  with,  ap- 
peared tokf  ably  peaceable.  He  took  pofleffion  of 
their  country  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  but  withoui; 
letting  them  know  any  thing  of  the  matter  ;  an4 
gave  it  the  name  of  Provincia  del  Ompo,  That 
he  next  entered,  and  which  he  likewife  took 
pofleffion  of,  was  pretty  much  of  the  faihe  nature  % 
and  he  c^led  it  after  his  family,  Prwinck  de  Vera  ^ 
but  thcfe  namtsa  fiabfift  no  longer.  The  firft  of 
December^  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  J^uazu^ 
a  great  river  which  falls  into  the  Parana,  betweea 
the  25th  and  26th  d^ree  of  ibuth  latitude ;  and« 
on  the  third,  discovered  another,  called  Ob^i^ 
whofe  bottom  is  paved  W:ith  ftones  fb  lat^ge^  and^ 
withal  io  wdil  kid,  that  one  would  be  apt  to  tak^ 
it  for  the  work  of  art.  It  is,  moreover,  fo  very  ra- 
pid, that  the  n)en  and  horfes  could  hardly  keep 
their  footing  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  tied 
together,  to  crolls  it  with  fefety. 

The  good  order  obferv^  by  Don  Alvarez, 
during  his  march,  gained  him,  wterever  he  ap* 
peared,  the  efteem  and  affbftion  of  the  Indians. 
They,  therefore,  gave  each  other  notice  of  his  ap- 
proach, and  never  failed  coming  to  meet  him  with 
proviiions ;  which  kindnefs  he  always  acknowledged 
by  paying  them  twice  the  value.  His  greateft  at- 
tention was  to  hinder  any  injury  being  offered 
them,  or  any  thing  being  done,  that  might  fcan- 
dalize  them.  He  never  p^raitted  any  Sf«Li>iards 
to  em*r  their  villages,  except  thofe  who  were  to 
buy  provifions ;  and  never  ftnt  on  this  errand,  but 
thofe,  whofe  djfcrction  he  could  depend  upon. 
The  leaft  liberty,    that  any  Spaniard  took  with 

F  3  them, 
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them,  was  feverely  puniflied.  This  his  zeal  tQ 
prevent  the  Indians  being  fcandalized  or  otherwife 
injured,  made  him  foon  repent  his  having  taken 
with  him  the  two  Friars,  he  intended  to  have  left 
behind  at  St.  Catherine's,  as  they  did  not  always 
behave  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  holinefe  of  their 
charafter.  They  even  feparated  from  him  without 
his  knowledge  ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  fending  tq  look 
for  tliem  in  a  place,  where  he  was  informed  their 
bad  behaviour  had  made  their  fituation  very  dan- 
gerous and  difagreeable. 

He  was  met,  fome  time  after,  by  a  Brazilian, 
named  Michael,  juft  returning  from*  the  Aflump- 
tibh,  whither  he  offered  to  be  his  guide.  Alvarez 
accepted  his  offer,  ^d  difmiifed  the  Indians  who 
had  hitherto  ferved  in  that  capacity,  with  a  hand- 
fome  reward  for  their  pains  and  fidelity.  Towards 
the  middle  of  December,  Ke  found  himfelf  in  the 
latitude  of  24  degrees ;  and,  in  a  few  days  more, 
in  a  country  covered  with  cyprefs  and  cedar  trees, 
and  others  not  known  in  Europe,  whofe  trunks 
were  all  full  of  excellent  honey  •,  particularly  pines 
of  an  extraordinary '  fpecies,  being  four  or  five 
fathoms  in  circumference,  and  bearing  nuts  en- 
clofed  in  fhells  pretty  like  chefnut  (hells,  but  no 
bigger  than  acorns.  Thefe  nuts  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  made  into  a  meal,  which  was  one  of 
their  beft  foods.  The  hogs  and  monkeys,  both  very 
fcommon  in  this  countr)r,  likewife  fed  upon  them  ^ 
iand  the  flefh  of  the  former  acquired  by  it  a  moft 
excellent  flavour.  A  little  farther,  the  Spaniards 
met '  with  fields,  where  Maiz  had  been  ibwn  ;  as, 
likewife  white,  yellov^,  find  red  potatoes.  They 
afterwards  entered  a  mountainous  country,  the  val- 
lies  of  which  abounded  with  canes  containing  a  vey 
whcrfefcmi  and  refrcfhiiig  water ;  and,  likewife, 
^  '"  .   •  .    •   • '      '       '  '     wormi 
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xrorms  of  a  finger's  thicknefs,which,fried  in  their  own 
fat,  appeared  to  the  Spaniards  a  moft  delicious  repaft. 
Don  Al  V  a  REz,after  this,  bent  his  march  towards 
the  Iguazu,  in  order  to  embark  there,  and  fall 
down  to  its  junftion  with  the  Parana  ;  but,  being 
informed,  that  it  was  hereabouts,  the  Portuguefe 
from  Brazil,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
book,  had  been  maifacred  by  the  Indians,  and  that 
thofe  inhabiting  the  banks  of  a  little  river .  called 
Pequeriy  which  rifes  within  a  fmaH-  way  of  the 
Iguazu,  and  falls  into  the  Uruguay,  lay  in  wait  for 
him,  he  took  with  him  but  fourfcore  men,  order- 
ing the  reft  to  march,  by  land,  on  both  fides  of 
the  river.  On  his  entering  the  Parana,  he  found 
both  its  (hores  guarded  by  an  army  ot  Guaranis, 
with  their  bodies  painted  all  over,  and  caps  of 
feathers,  on  their  heads,  who  feemed  refolved  to 
di(pute  the  pallage  with  him  ;  but  he  not  only 
made  them  drop  their  arms  by  his  engaging  be- 
haviour, but  obtained  confiderable  affiftance  from 
them.  The  Parana,  in  this  place,  is,  about  a 
bow-ihot  over,  and  very  deep ;  notwithftanding 
which  its  rapidity  is  fo  great  as  to  produce  whirl* 
pools,  which  render  its  navigation  very  dangerous. 
One  of  Don  Alvarez's  canoes  was  overfet  by  one 
of  thefe  whirl-pools,  and  a  man  in  it  drowned. 
This  accident  affedled  Don  Alvarez  the  more,  as 
he  had  not  as  yet  loft  a  fingle  man  in  his  long  and 
painful  march  from  the  fea  to  this  river. 

Don  Alvarez,  before  he  entered  the  Parana, 
fent  to  the  Aifumption,  to  defire  the  governor  might 
fend  him  two  Brigantines ;  and  was  fo  much  the  more 
furprized,  not  to  find  them  at  the  place  he  had  ap- 
pointed, as  he  had  mentioned  in  his  letter,  that  a 
great  many  of  his  men  were  fick,  and  the  reft  very 
much  fatigued.  In  this  dilemma,  therefore,  he 
embarked,  upon  rafts,  fuch  as  were  no  longer  in 
a  condition  to  proceed  by  land,  with  fifty  men  to 

F  4  defend 


7?  THE    HISTORY 

defend  thera,  in  cafe  they  (hould  be  attackedT 
He  then  fet  forward  himfelf  with  the  reft ;  and  was 
foon  met  by  a  Spaniard  fent  from  the  AiTump- 
tion  to  enquire,  if  it  was  really  true,  that  there 
was  a  new  governor  arrived  from  Spain  j  for,  it 
fecms,  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  could  hardly 
be  brought  to  believe  fo  agreeable  a  piece  of 
news. 

As  Don  Alvarez  had  fent  notice  of  1»4 

^^      arrival,  he  was  greatly  furprifed  at  fo  fipgU' 

lar  a  queftbn.  He  had,  however,  command  enough 

over  himfelf,   not  to  let  any  one  kno^v  wh^t  he 

thought  of  the  matter.  Befides,  the  (Juf  rapis  made 

him  more  than  amends  for  this  diir^^eftfi^t  be-r 

hayiour ;    for,  wherever  he  came,    he  found  the 

ro^ds  lined  with  men,  women,  and  chiWrcp,  iiftioag 

their  hands  up  to  hea^ven,  to  bkfs  God  for  having 

beftowed  on  them  a  gpvernor,  whpm  th^,  0vcry 

where,   heard  fo  much  good  of.    They  brought 

him  all  manner  of  provifigns,  an4  evf?n  fwt  ^ 

puties  to  compliment  him,  which  fom^  parforified 

in  their  own  language,  and  fome  in  th§  Srptpilh* 

On  his  nearer  approach  to  the  i:if:y,  mo^  of  the 

inhabitants  came  out  to  rne^t  him.  anct  wpreflcd 

thei;*  joy,  on  his  lafe  e^rrival,    in  terms  fufficiwt 

to  convince  hjrp,  th^t  ifhe  provjnge  ftood  greatly 

in  need  of  a  man,  lik^e  him;,  to  govern  it. 

At  length,  he  arrived  at  the  Aflumptioo,  the 
eleventh  of  March,  followed  by  ^  gr^t  number  of 
officers  and  other  ge^demen,  who  came  out  to  com- 
plinxent  him.  Jr^  received  him  at  the  head  of  the 
garrilbn,  attended  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  council  of  the  province.  Don  Alvarez 
then  produced  his  commiffions,  which,  being  read: 
with  a  loud  voice,  Irala  faluted  him  in  quality  of 
adelantade,  governor,  and  captciin-general  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata.  Don  Alvarez,  on  his  fide,  cQafirmad 
l^aloo  ;a  his  poft  pf  king's  lieute^afit  %  and  aU  thi 
"-  ^  '  officer?^ 
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officers  of  juftice,  in  theirs ;  and  every  thing  pafled, 
in  appearance,  to  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  of  all  par- 
tics.  But  the  finccreft  joy  fccmed  to  be  that  of  the 
army,  and  the  common  people.  The  Spaniards, 
whom  Don  Alvarez  had  left  to  follow  him  on  rafts, 
did  not  arrive  in  left  than  a  month  after  him.  They 
were  attacked  by  fbme  Indians,  who  attempted, 
with  long  poles  armed  with  hooks,  to  draw  the 
rafts  aQiore,  and  would,  perhaps,  hai^t  fucceeded 
in  the  attempt,  if  a  chriftian  Cacique  had  not  come 
to  the  afliftance  of  the  travellers,  widi  all  his  war- 
riors. The  Barbftriaas,  however,  wounded  fome 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  the  Cacique  had  their  wounds 
very  well  drdl,  and  took  them  home  for  fbme 
ds^s,  fo  that  they  all  arrived  in  pretty  good  health 
and  condition. 

The  fate  of  Aefe  travellers  added  new  luftre  to 
the  prudent  o^adii^  of  the  governor.  It  was  deem- 
ed an  inconteitable  mark  of  his  fuperior  merit,  and 
<rf  his  enjoying  the  fpecial  proteftion  of  heaven, 
that,  after  traverfing  lb  great  an  extent  of  country 
inhabited  by  Barbarians,  without  meeting  with  any, 
but  the  moft  refpeftful  and  afFeftionate  treatment, 
he  had  no  feoner  feparated  from  part  of  his  men, 
than  thofe,  who  ceafed  to  have  him  at  their  head, 
began  to  find,  in  the  iame  Indians,  the  moft  furi- 
ous and  inveterate  enemies.  But  many  of  thofe, 
who  could  not  help  allowing  the  juftnefe  of  thofe 
reflections,  took  no  jpains  to  benefit  by  his  exam  - 
pie ;  chufing  to  connder  as  a  miracle,  the  manner 
in  which  the  Indians  behaved  to  him,  rather  than 
^w  it  to  be  the  natural  ccmfequcnce  of  virtue^ 
irhich  they  were  no  way  difpofed  to  imitate. 


BOOK 
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BOOK        II. 


Zed  of  Don  Aharez  to  re^eftablijh  Buenos  Ayres^  which 
his  predecejfor  had  abandoned^  and  to  civilize  and 
cowvert  the  Indians^  mawf  ofwhom^  particularly  the 
Guaycurus^  notwithftanding  his  great  moderationy 
he  is  obliged  to  bring  to  reafon  by  force  of  arms. 
Account  of  the  Guaycurus  and  their  country.  A 
con/piracy  againji  Don  Alvarez ;  defeated.  Epspe-- 
ditions  up  the  Paraguay  and  the  rivers  falling  into 
ity  by  him  and  his  officers.  Curious  particulars  of 
the  countries  yijited  by  them^  and  the  neighbouring 
countries  ;.  efpecially  a  rich  country^  greatly  refem- 
bling  thatfo  much  talked  of  uuder  the  name  of  DA 
Dorado.  Another  confpiracy  againfi  Don  Aharez. 
He  is  confined ;  fent  to  Spain ;  and^  at  lengthy  ac- 
quitted of  the  charges  brought  againfi  him  by  the  con- 
Jpirators.  Don  Dominick  Martinez  de  Irala^  de- 
claredgovernor  by  them ;  undertakes  another  expe- 
dition up  the  Paraguay.  Revolution  at  the  Affump^ 
tion  during  his  ahfence. 


DON  ALVifVREZ  heard  nothing  of  the  evacu- 
ation of  Buenos  Ayres,  till  his  arrival  at  the 
Aflumption ;  when,  his  firft  care,  was  to  take  proper 
meafures  for  its  re-eftablilhment.  He  inimediately 
fent  two  brigantines  there ;  and,  (bon  after,two  others, 
and  omitted  nothing,to  put  in  a  good  ftate  of  defence, 
a  place,  whofe  importance  he  was  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted ^  with.  He  zealoufly  applied  himfelf  to 
gain  the  affedtions  of  the  neighbouring  Indians; 

and. 
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and,  being  fiilly  perfuaded,  that  the  beft  way  to 
infure  fuccefs  to  an  attempt  of  this  nature,  and  to 
attach  them  inviolably  to  the  Spaniards,  was  to 
unite  them  together,  in  th^  bonds  of  one  religion, 
he  made  their  converfion  the  principal  objedl  of 
his  attention.  The  firft  ftep  he  took  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  to  aflemble  all  the  regular  and  fecular 
jclergy  of  the  Affumption,  in  order  to  acquaint  them, 
in  the  Emperor's  name,  that  his  Majefty  charged* 
their  confciences  with  every  thing  relating  to  the . 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  in  thefe  dark  countries  ; 
he  then  diftributed  amongft  them  facred  veflels  and 
ornaments  for  the  altar,  of  which  he  had  made  an 
ample  provifion ;  and  concluded  by  giving  them  his 
word,  that  he  would  fupport  them,  with  all  his  au- 
thority, in  the  functions  of  their  miniftry  ;  and  let 
them  want  for  nothing,  when  the  worljiip  of  God 
required  his  affiftance. 

Great  complaints  had  been  made  to  him,  thajt 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  under  pretence  of 
leaving  the  Emperor's  duties,  treated  the  natives 
very  cruelly.  To  remedy  this  abufe,  he  aflembled 
the  men  of  greateft  note  in  his  government,  as 
well  thofe  of  the  regular  and  fecular  clergy,  as 
thofe  of  the  garrifon  and  the  revenue,  and  with 
them  the  Caciques  of  the  Guaranis,  and  their  mif- 
fionaries ;  and  acquainted  them,  that  it  was  the  Em- 
peror's intention,  the  Indians  (hould  (hew  the  great- 
eft  re(peft  to  thofe,  who,  in  order  to  teach  them  the 
way  to  heaven,  had  been  charitable  enough  to  ba- 
nifli  themfelves  from  their  native  country,  and  fub- 
mit  to  live  among  them  ;  that  as  this  great  prince 
had  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  make  them 
happy  during  this  life,  and  to  fecure  to  themeverlaft- 
ing  blifs  in  the  next,  he  had  given  him  the  ftrifteft 
orders  to  fee  that  they  were  well  ufed  by  all  thofe 
they  had  to  do  with  \  and  that  he  was  refolved,  to 
pay  the  moft  punftual  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  in- 
^        '  •  •  tent  ions 
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tentions  in  this  refped ;  but  that  he  expeded,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  they  Ihould  behave  to  the 
Spaniards,  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  renounce  the 
cullom,  which  he,  with  the  greateft  horror,  heard 
they  were  given  to,  of  feeding  upon  human 
flelh  The  Indians,  upon  this,  affured  him,  that  ' 
they  fliould  cheerfully  obey  his  orders  j  and  all  with- 
drew, penetrated  with  refpedl,  and  equally  charmed 
with  his  promifes,  and  his  gracbus  manner  of 
making  them. 

Don  a  l  V  a  r  e  z  ,  in  the  nex t  place,  applied  himfelf 
to  reprefs  the  infolence  of  fome  Indian  nations,  who 
were  conftantly  committing  hoftilities  againfl:  the 
Spaniards.     He  began  by  the  Agaies,  or  Algazes, 
who  lived  to  the  eaft.  of  Paraguay,  above  the  Aflump- 
tion.     Thefe  Barbarians,  who  had  ever  been  the 
declared  enemies  of  theGuaranis,  were  of  the  talleft 
ftature,  of  a  very  treacherous  dilpofition,  to  thelaft 
degree  fierce  and  inhuman,    and  great  robbers. 
The  Spaniards,  before  the  arrival  of  Don  Alvarez, 
had  made  war  againft  them  with  fome  fuccefs,  and 
had  obliged  them  to  fue  for  peace,  which,  the  Aga- 
zes,  however,  were  refolved  to  obferve,  only    tiU 
an  opportunity  offered  of  breaking  it  to  advantage ; 
and,  they  had,  even  already,  began  o  renew  their 
incurfions.    But  they  no  fooner  heard  of  the  arrival 
of  a  new  governor,  with  a  frefh  body  of  troops,  than 
they  fent  him  a  deputation  of  three  of  their  Ca- 
ciquesy  to  promife  him  the  mofl  perfeft  and  unli- 
mited obedience.    The  firfl  of  the  deputies  added, 
that  it  was  not  his  nation,  that  had  renewed  the  war, 
but  fome  lawlefs  young  men,  who  had  been  fe- 
verely  punifhed  for  their  infolence.     Don  Alvarez 
thought  proper  to  appear  fatisfied  with  this  apology, 
and  received  their  countrymen  into  favour ;  but  on 
condition,  that  they  would  no  longer  ttioleft  the 
Guaranis,  or  any  other  of  the  Empcror'$  v&fTals, 
threatening,  that,  in  cafe  they  did,  he  would  not, 
for  the  future,  fhew  them  the  leafl  mercy. 

The 
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The  governor,  though  thus  intent  on  fecuriog 
the  peace  of  his  province  againft  its  Indian  enemies^ 
did  not  forget  the  heavy  complaints  he  had  received 
of  the  revenue-officers,  who  excifed  every  thing, 
and  thereby  reduced  a  great  number  of  families  to 
fuch  diftreis,  that  many  of  them  had  nothing  left 
to  purchase  the  moft  ordinary  cloathing.  He  be- 
gan,  by  fupplying  the  moft  indigent,  with  what 
they  wanted,  at  his  own  expence.  He,  next,  fiqpK 
IMrdfed  (iich  taxes  si^  the  officers  had  dlablifhed, 
without  a  Aifficient  authority  for  fo  doing ;  and  be^ 
ing  informed,  that  thefe  men  began  to  cabal  againft 
him,  he  ordered  them  to  be  confined,  and  profc- 
cuted  according  to  law. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Guaranis  and  ibme  other 
nations,  who  had  fubnndtted  to  the  Spaniards,  made 
heavy  complaints  to  him,  of  the  Guaycurus.  But^ 
though  he  lifteoed  to  thenn,  with  a  great  deal  of 
goodneis^  be  tfaou|^  it  his  duty  to  examine  if  their 
complaintB  were  weU.  grounded,  before  he  took  any 
ftep  to  redreis  them  4  he,  therefore,  cfaai«d  the 
two  ecpiefiafticks,  and  the  two  rdigious  he  had 
bro^ight  with  him  from  St.  Catherine's,  to  enquire 
into  the  matter;  aixl,  their  report  agreeing  with 
the  complaints  of  Us  Allies,  he  fent  back  the  two 
ecdefiafticks,  with  fifty  foidiers,  to  tell  the  Guay- 
cutm,.  in  bis  name,  that  he  was  very  well  dii^ied 
to  live  in  psace  with  them,  and  en^en  receive  thera 
amoqg  ws.  number  df  his  friends,  provided  tfaejr 
WDuU  acknowledge  thenafelves  vai&ls  to  tiie  ctsmvi 
c£  Spwiy  and  not  naoleit  thoie  Indians,  who  had 
dfloiefodrBady^  otherwife,  he  would  let  them  fee, 
&at  lag  did  QQt  want  force  faffident  to  exadb  their 
oompMOce. 

Jiff  e^^en^nndcreti  his  dqnsties:  to  finxmion  them 
dnectioKi^in  tfaiB.'xraiafter ;  bmttJM^BflirbariaQsdid 
not  <^ik:  thsEB.  m^opportmity  of  complying  with 
hia  diaedions.   Afittt  mfivning  tbt  firft^  pact  of 

his 
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his  meflage,  by  deelaring,  that  they  never  wouldi 
acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  for  their  fovereign  i 
and  that  they  were  firmly  refolved  to  continue  their 
hoftilities  j  they  defired  the  deputies  to  withdraw^ 
and  even  difdiar^d  fome  arrows  at  them,  by  which 
fever al  foldiers  were  wounded.  Don  Alvarez 
thought  it  his  duty,  not  to  fufFer  fo  much  info- 
lencc  to  go  unpuniflbedj  and  the  12th  of  July, 
1542,  he  embarked  upon  two  brigantines,  with 
four  hundred  Spaniards,  followed  by  ten  thoufand 
Guaranis  on  two  hundred  rafts,  for  the  oppofite 
banks  of  the  river.  The  14th,  all  the  troops  were 
landed,  and  the  governor  fent  a  detachment  of 
Guaranis,  to  know  how  the  Guaycurus  were  poft-^ 
cd.  The  Guaranis  reported,  that  they  were  march- 
ing back  to  their  towns,  with  all  their  families,  huntf 
ing  by  the  way,  according  to  cuftom,  fb  that  they 
retreated  but  very  flowly.  Upon  this  Don  Alvurez 
gave  orders  to  purfue  them ,  and  not  to  difcharge 
any  of  their  great  or  fmall  arms,  or  light  any  fires 
in- the  night  time  during  the  purfuit. 

The  15th,  the  allies  began  their  march,  in  the 
following  order.  A  proper  number  of  fcouts,  pre- 
ceded the  main  body,  in  order  to  make  ufeful  dif- 
coveries  j  and,  by  night,  fpies  were  fent  out,  to" 
examine  where  the  enemy  encamped.  The  Gua-^ 
ranis  formed  a  battalion,  whofe  front  extended  a 
whole  league.  They  all  wore  caps  made  of  fea- 
thers ;  and,  on  their  foreheads,  plates  of  a  certain 
kind  of  metal,  which,  when  the  fun  (hone  upon  it, 
call  a  great  luftre.  The  Spanifli  cavaky  appeared 
nexti  at  a  little  diftance,  followed  by  the  governor, 
at  the  head  of  the  infantry. :  The  march  irasclofed 
by  carts  full  of  Indian  women,  and  the  imxSkry 
ftores.  About  the  middle  of  the  firft  day's^raiEch, 
a  fpy,  belonging  to  the  Guayeurua,  came,  to  jac- 
quaint  the  governor,  that  thcriGuaranis  had  -conf 
ipired  to  withdraw  themfdvcsj  .and  tirifcinfeHir; 

gence. 
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gence^  whofe  author  the  Spaniards  did  not  know 
to  be  what  he  really  was,  gave  them  fome  uneafi- 
iicfs.  Don  Alvarez,  however,  thought  proper  not 
to  let  the  Guaranis  know  any  thing  of  the  matter  ; 
and,  as  the  moon  (hone  very  bright,  continued  his 
march  after  night-fall,  having  firft  given  the  Spani- 
ards orders  to  keep  their  matches  lighted,  and  their 
4rms  in  readineis  againfl  the  firft  notice. 

When  they  had  marched  for  ibme  time  in  this 
manner,  they  arrived  at  a  finall,  but  very  thick, 
wood,  where  the  governor  thought  proper  they 
fliould  halt  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  But 
the  Guaranis  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  a  tyger, 
gettii^  among  them,,  cauied  ibme  diforder  in  their 
battalion.  The  Spaniards,  who,  in  coniequence  of 
the  falfe  notice  tliey  had  received  the  day  before 
concerning  thefe  Indians,  entertained  the  moft  vio- 
knt  fufpicions  of  their  fidelity,  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  they  ^ere  now  preparing  to  withdraw, 
or  even  attack  them.  They,  therefore,  immediately 
fired  upon  the  body  they  formed,  and  wounded 
ibme  of  them.  Upon  this,  the  Guaranis  all  took 
to  thetr  heels,  to  gain  a  mountain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and,  that  very  moment,  as  the  Spaniards 
ftill  continued  the  fire,  two  balls  grazed  the  cheek 
of  Don  Alvarez,  who  had  ftept  forward  in  ordeF 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  diforder.  His  fecretary  tells 
us  in.  his  memoirs,  that  this  fhot  had  been  levelled 
at  him  by  fome  one  or  another,  defirous  of  doing 
pleaiure  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala,  who 
Ci^uld  not  bear  th^  thoughts  of  being  a  futNaltem 
in  a  province,  wh^pe  he  had  commanded  in  chief  j 
and„  unhappily  for  this  officer's  cl^r^er,  his  fubr 
iequ^n^t  b^viour  has  given  all  the  r^afon  in  th^ 
World  to  believe,  th^t  his  n^ng  paifion  wastp 
hav)&  no  fuperior,  anj^  that  he  was  no  way  (cm- 
pulQtis  in  the  choice  c^  means  tjo  niake  himfelf  inde- 
pen4eat.  .it  has ^^pj^fii ; been  the opi^ipn of  fever^ 

that 
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that  Don  Jiian  de  Ayolae,  fdl  a  fecrifioe  to  hi« 
ambkion. 

Don  Alvarez,  howcvier^  continued  ta  follow 
lilt  Guaotanis  to  the  top  of  the  ttMnuitam,  whdre^ 
on  h«  firft  appearance,  they  all  immediately  ga*. 
thered  aboHt  him.  He  then  fet  them  rights  by 
telling  them,  that  the  Spaniards,  on-  feeing  them  in. 
motion,  thowght  they  were  going  to  dderr  thewii. 
The  Guarairis  atiftvered,  that)  oft  their  fidesy  they 
imagined  the  Ouaycurud  were  coming  to  fall  upon 
ihtm^  and  that  in  gaiinmg  the  mountain,  they  had 
nothing  in  vielw,  but  to  take  poffeflioii  of  aa^  ad>^ 
vantageous  pofl  to  defend  thet^Ives.  Don  Alvan 
rez  then  addreflfed  himfelf  to  <be  Spaniards,  ftrid:-- 
fy  commanding  them  not  to  gw^  the  Guaranis  the 
lead  caufe  of  fu^icion  or  comfdaint ;  taking  ncM 
ti<9e,  that^  if  fe  nuiDerrous  a^nalion  (hoiM  di&di&to 
againft  them,  they  vrould  never  be  able  «o  fjaiainttort 
tteir  ground  at  the  Afltimption^  ^  theGnawmfi^ 
eould  eafily  unite  with  the  Gttayc»PWB  to  duive 
them'  out  of  it.  He,  at  the  /ame  rimttj  ordbred 
the  cavalry  to  mdrcli  firft  5  aniirin  this' order,  pn>< 
ceeded  till  two'  hours  after?  nightsfali^  vifhm  the 
whole  army  baked  a  fecotfd  time  to  take^  fisme^  t^ 
a«d  refrelhmei^  ;  after  which  they  fee  out  a^^iiiii^ 
about  efeven,  in  thegreateft  filence. 

Some  time  alEer,  one  of  the  goverrtois's::^e* 

eatne  ^  inform  him,  that  he  hlid  left  thef  Giftijicaartw 

feuitding  thfeirtafeives  hatfr.^  yi6&  m«eHige»c«J'I^W 

Don  Alvarez  ^^e  ittore  pfeafttre^  as  he  W«itflF«il4 

tflevollies  of  fm^lf  drm&  fired  in  the  begittliieg'^^ 

the  night  had  been  heard  by  tftfefe  barbarianst  and 

made  them- haftei>  their  rettelit.    Mo^€V^r^  hQ&t^ 

dered  his  troops' to  marchtl^rt  fldwly,  m  of(Sm^ 

arrive  by  da^^breafe  witMn  fight  of  the  enefti^.-  He 

Aen  diftri^ted  fitde  crofrefr'^sfetiongthdG4ferai^i, 

which  he  <icfircd  them  to^  weSi*  on  their  bre^ftfi^  fH 

lliouIders>,   that  the  Sf>aiii^f<dts^  i^ghi  difiingti^ 

them 
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them  during  the  engagement ;  ordered  hay  to  be 
put  into  the  horfes  mouths  to  prevent  their  nei^- 
ing;  and  diredied  the  Guaranis  to  invcft  the 
Guaycurufi,  except  for  a  finall  fpace  towairfs  the 
mountains,  not  chu£uag  to  reduce  them  to  de^xiir, 
as  he  knew  they  would,  in  that  cafe,  fell  their  lives 
at  a  Msery  dear  rate. 

The  Spaniards  and  Guaranis  foon  alter  got  with- 
in hearing  of  the  enemies  drums,  to  the  found  of 
which  thefe  barbarians  cried  out  with  all  their 
might ;  that  they  defired  all  the  nations  c^  the  world 
to  come  and  attack  them  ;  that  their  numbers  were 
but  few,  but  that  they  were  the  braveft  men  on 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  the  lojds  of  all  its  inhabi* 
tants,  and  of  dl  animals.  It  is  cuftomary  with 
them,  to  fing  in  this  manner  every  ni^t,  when 
they  happen  to  be  at  war,  and  think  the  enemy  at 
no  fmall  diflance  fixDm  them.  At  day  break,,  they 
quitted  their  camp,  and  laid  diemfdvcs  flat  on  die 
ground ;  but  the  next  moment  perceived  the  army 
of  the  chriftians.  At  this  unexpeded  fight,  they 
iramediateiy -began  to  cry  ooti  **  Who  are  you 
that  thus  dare  to  approach  us  ?"  And  the  Guaranis 
having  anfwered  them,  in  their  own  language^-  that 
they  were  xome  to  revenge  the  death  of  iht  In- 
dians they  had  maffacred.  "  Draw  near  then,  re- 
plied the  Guaycatus,  we  will  ferve  you  in  the  fame 
manner  v'^nd  atth^iatne  time,  darted  fire^bxands 
in  the  faces  of  the  chriftians.  Then  running  to 
^heir  huis  for  their  bows  and  arrows,  they  fell 
aipon  Don  Alvarez's-foroes  with  fo  much  fury^  that 
the  <juaranis  at  laft  began  to  ^e  way. 
-  The  governor  upon  this,  having  commanded 
Don  Pedro  de  Barba  to  give  the  Guaycurus  a  dis- 
charge from  his  artillery;  and JDon/ Juan  de  Salazar 
ctD  advance  widi  the  infantry,  which  he  himfeif 
tirew  out  in  order  of  battle,  ordered  the  charge  to 
be  founded  widi  tiie  ufual  cry  <:£^  Santiago.     He 

Vol..  I.  .         G  himfelf 
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himfelf  was  to  be  feen  every  where  among  the  fore-^ 
moft,  ftppping  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  cover 
him  from  the  enemy  ;  and  this  undaunted  be- 
haviour  of  his,  along  with  the  fight  of  the  horfes, 
which  the  Guyacurus  were  utterly  unacquainted 
with,  caufed  fo  great,  a  confternation  among  them, 
that,  after  fetting  fire  to  their  cabins,  they  fled 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  the  mountain, 
through  the  opening  that  had  purpofely  been  left  for 
them.  Their  number  amounted  to  Jtour  thoufand. 
Some  Spaniards  having  advanced  too  haftily,  while 
the. cabins  were  oh  fire,  two  of  them  were  killed  ; 
and  the  Guaycurus  cut  off  their  heads,  after  treat- 
ing, in  the  fame  manijer,  two  Guaranis  whom  they 
had  taken  priibners  in  the  beginning  ot  the  engage- 
ment. Don  Alvarez  puriued  the  runaways  for 
Ibme  time.  During  the  purfuit,  one  of  them  faced 
about ;  faftened  upon  the  neck  of  a  trooper's  horfe, 
who  rode,  by  the  fide  of  Don  Alvarez  ;  and  never 
let  go  his  hold,  till  he  was  killed  ;  as  were  a  great 
many  others.  The  governor,  at  length,  ordered 
a  retreat  to  be  founded ;  and,  after  a  (hort  repofe, 
marched  back  with  all  his  army  towards  the  Af- 
fumption. 

Don  Alvarez  foon  perceived,  that  he  had  a 
party  of  Guaycurus  at  his  heels  ;  for  thofe  Indians, 
knowing  it  was  cuftomary  with  the  Guaranis  to  re-^ 
treaty. without  looking  behind  them,  as  fbon  as 
they  carried  off  but  an  arrow  or  any  fuch  flight 
thing  from  an  enemy,  and  rambling  different  ways, 
were  in  hopes  of  picking  up  Ibme  of  them  by  this 
means.  But  the  governor,  though  with  a  great 
4eal  of  pains,  obliged  the  Guaranis  to  march  in 
ii  body,  and  in  good  order,  till  they  were  got  quite 
out.  of  the  reach  rif  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards 
made  about  four  hundred  priibners  of  both  fexes, 
and;  all  ages,  on  this  occafion ; .  and,  when  there 
no  longer  appeared  any  enemies  behind    them, 

'  •  broke 
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broke  up  and  hunted  all  the  reft  of  the  way  home, 
ft)  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  AflTumption  loaded 
with  every  fort  of  game,  that  the  country  afforded. 
Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza,  whom  the  go- 
vernor had  left  to  command  there  during  his  ab- 
fence,  informed  him  at  his  return,  that  fevcral  In- 
dian nations,  alarmed  by  the  war  he  had  declared 
againft  the  Guaycunis,  had  fent  deputies  to  know, 
if  he  would  receive  them  as  friends ;  in  which  cafe 
they  even  offered  to  join  the  Spaniards  againft  all 
theip^nemies^  but  that  thefe  deputations  appeared 
fiilpicious  to  him ;  and  that  he  even  imagined  the 
fole  defign  of  them  was  to  difcover,  if  it  was  poffible,- 
to  fiirprize  the  place,  while  the  greateft  part  of  the 
garrifon  was  abfent ;  which  determined  him  to 
detain  the  deputies.  :  Don  Alvarez,  upon  this^ 
caufed  them  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence ;  and, 
not  finding  Don  Mendoza's  iufpicions  fufficiently 
grounded,  treated  them  all  with  a  great  deal  of 
kindhefsf ; :  and  difinifled  them  loaded  with  prefents 
to  acquaint  their  caciques,  that  he  was  very  willing 
to  receive,  as  friends  and  vaffals  to  the  Emperor, 
all  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  live  in  peace  with  his 
allies.  :  .  , 

This  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  Agazes,  of  whom 
Mendoza  made  heavy  complaints  to  Don  Alvarez* 
Thefe  traitors;  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  town  had 
been  left  in  a  defencelefs  condition,  had  gathered 
about  it,  the  very  firft  night  after  the  army's  fetting 
out ;  and,  though  they  retreated  on  finding  their 
intentions  difcovered,  had  committed,  in  their  way 
home,  great  difof  ders  in  the  villages  of  the  Guara- 
nis.  Don  Alvarez,  incenfed  at  this  behaviour,  or- 
dered the  hoft^s,  which  they  had  given  him  on 
his  granting  them  a  peace,  to  be  hanged  i  but 
deferred  till  another  time  to  punifti  them  perfonal- 
iy  for  this  brleach.  of  their  promife.  The  Tapuruez 
ex  ItapurueZy  a   roving  unfettled  people,    in   the 

G  2  neigh- 
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neighlx:)urhood  of.  the  Guaycurus,  who  had  hither- 
to beein  very  troublefome  to  the  Spaniards,  behaved 
with  more  difcretion ;  they  c^Be  in  of  themfelves 
to  fue  for  peace ;  accepted  it  on  Don  Alvarez's  own 
conditions ;  and  have  ever  fince  inviolajbly  obferved 
them. 

As  the  late  defeat  of  the  Guaycurus  had  not. 
fiiflSciendv  terrified  that  fierce  and  numerous  na- 
tioD>  to  leave  the  Spaniards  any  great  hopes,  that 
they  would  not,  on  the  firft  favourable  opportunity, 
recomi;ne.nce  hoftilities;  Don  Alvarez  refolved, 
onpe  for  all,  to.p;:event  any  future  uneafinefi  from 
th,aj  quarter.  But;,  as  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to 
9iake  hirak  defpair  of  gaining,  by  fair  means,  thofe 
efpecially,  whoaii  he  had  convinced  it  was  in  his 
porW^r  to  reduge  by  force;  he  thought  proper 
not  to.  employ-  the  laft,  till  the  firft  flwuld  prove 
ineffeftuaj.  He,  therefore,  began  by  taking 
froip  tlje  Guaranis  fuch  of  the  Guaycurus  as  Jiad 
fallen  into  their  hands,  after  declaring  to  both^ 
that  it  was  the  Emperor's  ii^tention,  that  thepri-r 
foners  of  war  fliould  not  be  treated  as  Haves ;  and 
added,  that  he  would  feverely  punifh  whoever  dif- 
obeyed  his  Majefty  in  this  refpedl.  Having,  after 
this,,  caft  his  eyes  upon  one  of  the  prifoners  that 
had  been  brought  befcMie  him,  and  whofe  figure 
aD<Jt  countenapce  fpoke  gready  in  his  favour,  he 
ordered:  him  to  return  home,  and  let  his  country-r 
nFienknpw,  that  he  was  ftiUi  ready  to  receive  them 
into  the  number  of  his  friends,  oa  the  ter^n^  he 
had  at  firft  propofed  to  thenau  This  man  cacecuted 
hj^  cpi|irni(lion  fo  well,:  that  all  the  inhabit^ts  of 
his  village  fet  out  along  with  him  for  the  Aflump* 
tioi).  As  ibon  as  they  made  their  appearance^on 
tbei  oppofite  hanks  of  the  river,  Don  Alvares^  fent 
oaoQes  to  ferry  them  over;  and  twenty  oftheiy 
priaftip^lmen  inunediately  embarked^  in  order  to 
wfwt  upon  him..   Having  received  them  In  a  very 

friendly 
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friendly  manner,  he  was  told  by  one  among  them, 
who  was  commiffioned  to  Ipeak  for  the  reft,  that 
his  nation  had  made  war  upon  every  other  nation, 
and  fiib^uied  them  all ;  but  that  they  now  found 
the  Spaniards  to  be  braver  than  themfelves,  and 
had,  therefore,  fent  him  to  deliver  up  their  arms ; 
that  the  governor  might  give  them  what  orders 
he  pleafed,  and  that  they  fhould  chearfiilly  obey 
them.  The  ambaflador  added,  that  the  Guaranis 
had  never  dared  to  attack  them  alone ;  but  thut, 
notwithftanding,  <they  were  willing  to  live  in  peace 
with  them  for  the  ftiture,  on  the  governor's  ac- 
count. 

Don  Alv  ARtez  made  anfwer,  that  he  was  come 
into  the  country  to  jprevail  on  the  inhabitants  te 
embrace  the  only  religion  that  was  true,  and  yield 
homage  to  the  Em^ror ;  and  txD  eftablifh  a  lafting 
peace  among  the  feveral  nations,  into  which  they 
were  divided  ;  that,  if  they  would  but  promife 
him  pever  to  difturb  the  peace, '  they  might  be  fure 
to  obtain  from  him  all  the  favour  and  proteftion 
they  could  wifti  for ;  and  that  he  would  reftore 
them  all  die  prifbners  he  and  his  allies  had  taken 
from  them  in  the  late  engagement.  He  even  de- 
livered theni^  on  die  fpot,  all  thofe  that  were  to 
be  found  at  the  Aflumption ;  which  m^de  fuch  ah 
impreffion  upon  them,  that  they  immediately  fwore 
inviolable  allegiance  to  the  Emperor.  He  then 
made  them  a  great  many  prefents,  and  difinifled 
them  highly  pleafed  with  his  difcourfe,  but  more 
with  his  behaviour.  As  we  (hall  be  often  obliged 
to  fpeak  again  of  this  nation,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  making  the  reader  pro- 

rrly  acquainted  with  it.  He  may  judge,  by  what 
am  about  to  (ay  of  them,  how  neceflTafy  it  was 
for  the  fucceifors  of  Don  Alvarez  to  follow  his 
cJcample  in  dealing  with  the  natives  of  this  vaft 
continent. 

G    3  I  SAID 
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I  SAID  that  the  Guaycurus  were  a  numerous 
nation ;    but  it  is  only  in  comparifon  with  moft  of 
thofe,  who  inhabit  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
America  ;   for  they  are  very  far  from  being  fo  in 
proportion  to  the  vaft  trad:  of  land  occupied  by 
thern.     It  is  true,  that  a  great  deal  of  their  coun- 
try is  almoft  uninhabitable,  being  full  of  marlhes 
when  the  rivers  overflow,  and  fo  dry  and  parched 
up  at  other  feafons  of  the  year,  that  the  ground  is 
every  where  full  of  great  clefts  and  crevices  ;    and 
the  inhabitants,  to  avoid  perifhing  with  thirft,  are 
obliged  to  take  pofl:  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fome 
other  marfhes  which  never  dry,  and  whofe  waters 
^re  very  foul  and  turbid.     The  Guaycurus  form 
three  tribes ;   all  of  them,  a  crueV  fierce,  intrafta- 
ble  people,  and  very  troublefome  neighbours  to  the 
province  of  Paraguay,  whofe  inhabitants  often  fee 
their  country  fettlements  full  of  them,  when  they 
think  them  at  the  greateft  diltance ;  nay,  they  have 
often  the  affurance  to  offer  to  fale  in  one  place  what 
they  have  carried  off  from  another.     Drunkennefs 
prevails  among  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  almoft 
deftroy  all  the  hopes  the  miflionarjes  might  other- 
wife  entertain    of   being  able  to   civilize  them. 
They  generally  go  quite  naked,  except  the  wo- 
men, who  wear  a  covering  from  the  wafle  down 
to  the  calf  of  the  1^.     When  the  weather  is  very 
cold,  which  felcjom  happens  in  their  country,  they 
all  wear  f^ioft  ^loaks,  with  large  caps  made  of  fkin, 
which  they  are  always  very  ready  to  exchange  with 
the  Spaniards  for  wine  or  a.ny  other  flronger  liquor. 
They  paint  their  bodies  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
their  age,  and  their  rank  in  the  army.    The  mi- 
nute a  child  conies  ^nto  the  world,  they  bore  its 
ears  to  hang  to  them  fbme  baubles ;     and,  as  feifl 
as  the  hairs  appear,  pull  them  all  out  by  the  roots, 
except  enough  to  form  a  tuft  on  the  crown  of  the 
Ijiead,  and  two  crowns,  of  which  this  tuft  is  the 

center. 
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centier.  But  this  ornament  is  peculiar  to  th^  males ; 
for  thpy  do  not  leave  a  fingle  hair  on  the  heads  of 
the  girls.  The  boys  are  painted  black  till  the  age 
of  fourteen ;  and,  afterwards,  red,  till  fixteen,  when 
they  obtain  a  bracelet,  which  they  wear  a  little 
above  the  navel,  a  belt,  and  a  net-work  cap 
for  their  hair.  Till  this  ceremony  they  are  kept 
under  great  fubjeftion,  and  any  one  may  lay  what 
commands  he  pleafes  upon  them.  -It  is  cuftom- 
ary  to  prick  them  early  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
body ;  and,  though  this  operation,  in  the  manner 
they  perform  it,  is  extremely  painful  ^  children 
but  four  or  five  years  old  have  been  feen  to  apply 
for  it  very  eameftly,  and  endure  it  with  the  greateil 
conftancy. 

Before  they  give  their  children  a  name,  they 
bore  their  lower  lip  to  hang  to  it  fome  trinket  or 
other,  which  they  call  Mata.  This  ceremony  is  per- 
formed by  their  jugjiers,  or  old  warriors.  If  there  is 
any  ornament  in  this,  it  is  an  ornament  fit  only  for 
barbarians;  but  I  am  more  inclined  to  think, 
they  do  it  to  appear  more  terrible;  and  it  cer- 
tainly anfwers  this  purpofe ;  for,  what  with  the 
different  colours,  with  which  they  daub  them- 
felves;  their  almofl  total  want  of  hair  on  their 
heads;  and  the  odd  form  of  what  they  keep; 
their  want  of  eye-laflies,  which  they  fay  they  take 
oflF  in  order  to  fee  the  better  j  their  numerous  or- 
'  naments  of  glais,  fliells,  and  metsjs,  which  they 
hang  to  their  beUs,  and  the  jingle  of  which  may. 
be  heard  at  a  confiderable  diflance  9  their  ears  and 
their  lips  bored  and  loaded  with  imaginary  jewels ; 
they  make  a  moft  frightful  figure,  and  fuch 
as  ftrangers  can  fcarce  ever  accuflom  thenifelves 
to. 

By  the  fubjeftion,  under  which  they  keep  their 
children,  the  boys  are  early  enured  to  war,  and  the 
girls  to  labour ;  but,  on  this  occafion,  the  laws  of 
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Bature,  and  the  dictates  of  reafixi^  arc  utterly  difre- 
garded.  They  take  no  pains  to  form  their  heads 
or  their  hearts,  or  inspire  them  with  the  kaft  r^- 
Ipeft  or  attachment  to  thofe,  from  whom  they  re- 
ceived their  beings ;  nay,  they  often  have  the  info- 
ience,  when  ftrong  enough  to  ftrike  their  parents^ 
without  having  any  thing  to  fear  from  the  laws  of 
their  country.  Their  villages  are  ,but  a  kind  of 
fpacious  barns',  divided,  by  partitions,  into  three 
great  rooms  or  halls,  and  covered  with  a  roof, 
barely  (ufficient  to  fcreen  them  from  the  heat  or 
the  furi ;  for  the  leaft  pufF  of  wind  is  fufficient 
to  carry  it  away.  The  Cacique  occupies  the  middle 
divifion,  with  his  family  and  his  officers.  Here 
likewife,  all  the  arnis  of  his  fubjeds,  are  conftantly 
depofited.  The  fubjefts  live  on  both  fides, 
where  all  the  furniture  appears,  one  thing  a  top  ot 
another,  in  the  moft  diforderly  manner.  The  Ca-^ 
cique,  whofe  dignity  is  heredit^iry,  receives  great 
honours  from  his  fubjeds,  who  acknowledge  in  him 
an  unlimited  authority,  and  always  obey  his  orders 
with  the  greateft  readinefe  and  punduality.  His 
children,  as  ibon  as  they  come  into  the  world,  are 
committed  to  the  care  of  fome  trufty  perfcMis^  and 
fent  to  ibme  diftant  jJace,  where,  according  to  the 
ideas  of  the  people,  they  are  pretty  well  educated. 
During  this  courfe  of  education,  diey  fee  their  pa- 
rents but  very  feldom. 

The  boys  are  admitted  foldiers  at  fixteen  ;  and 
this  firft  ftep  to  military  preferment  is  very  painful. 
It  is  always  forne  diftinguifhed  veteran,  who  per- 
forins the  ceremony.*  He,  firft,  makes  the  candi- 
date fit  down  by  him ;  and  then  begins  to  pull  out, 
by  the  roots,  the  hairs  that  compofe  one  of  his 
crowns.  This  the  boy  muft  fufFer  without  ftirring, 
or  making  the  leaft  compiaint.  He,  next,  pricks  him 
all  over  the  body,  and  even  in  the  moft  private  and 
Tenfible  parts,,  with  aftiarp  pointed  bone;  and  with 
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the  fakxxi,  that  iflues  from  the  numerous  pundures, 
rubfi  his  head.  Then,  he  feizes  the  tuft  of  hair  on 
the  crown  of  the  patient's  head;  pulls  it  with  al) 
his  ibrength;  ties  it  as  hard  as  he  can;  and 
wraps  it  up  in  a  net.  To  conclude,  he  rubs  him 
all  over  the  body  with  a  red  earth,  and  declares 
him  ibldier.  The  new  foldier  is  henceforth  treated 
with  honour ;  no  private  perfon  has,  after  this  ce- 
remony, any  right  to  command  him;  and  he  may 
do  what  he  pleaies. 

The  degree  of  veteranftiip  is  conferred  at  theage 
of  twenty,  it  being  iuppofed,  that  at  twenty,  a  man 
has  acquired  his  full  ftrength  and  vigour.  The 
perfon,  who  intends  to  take  this  degree,  caufes  his 
tuft  to  be  cut  off  the  evening  before  his  recepti- 
on ;  and  the  crown  of  hair  that  ftill  remains,  to  be 
reduced  to  a  finger's  breadth ;  after  which,  he  rubs  - 
himielf  all  over  the  body  with  melted  wax,  or  fifli 
greafe.  The  night  following,  he  paints  himfelf  frcMn 
top  to  toe,  with  differefit  colours ;  binds  his  head 
below  the  crown  of  hair  that  ftill  remains,  with  a 
handle  of  red  thread ;  covers  all  his  body  with 
little  feathers  prettily  enough  difpofed,  and  hangs  to 
his  belt  little  balls  made  with  the  fame  kind  of  fea- 
thers. Thus  equipt,  he  takes  ii>to  his  hand  a  kind  of  * 
drum,  or  rather  balloon,  well  ftuft  with  water, 
which  he  beats  with  a  calabafli,  iinging  all  the  time, 
from  day-break  till  about  five  in  the  evening.  He, 
next,  diilributes  among  feven  foldiers  chofen  by 
himfelf  for  this  purpofe,  (harp  pointed  bones,  with 
which  they,  four  or  five  times,  prick  his  privities 
through  and  through.  Then,  to  conclude  the  ce- 
remony, they  rub  his  head  with  the  blood  that  if- 
fues  from  the  wounds  they  have  made. 

Th]&  life  of  a  £>ldier  aniong  the  Guayeuras  is  a 
very  painful  cme,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war ;  they 
are  conflantly  on  the  watch,  that  they  may  net 
^  furprized  by  thdr  enanies.    Every  town  has  a 
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centinel  placed  on  a  little  eminence,  to  give  notice 
of  every  motion  in  the  neighbourhood;  and,  at 
night,  conftantly  fends  out  fcouts,  to  fcour  the  coun- 
try J  and,  befides,  places  foldiers  up  and  down,  who 
never  ceafe  whiflJing,  to  (hew  that  they  are  awake, 
and  on  their  guard.  They  are  all  up  at  the  firfl 
alarm,  when  thofe,  who  cannot  bear  arms,  imme- 
diately fly  to  fome  place  of  fafety,  where  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  track  them,  they  leave  fo  little  impref- 
lion  behind  them  upon  the  ground  they  tread  on. 
They  fcarce  ufe  any  other  diverfion,  but  that  of 
(hooting  at  a  mark,  and  are,  of  courfe,  excellent 
markfn^en.  Be(ides  their  bows,  arrows,  and  man- 
canas,  they  have  a  kind  of  knife  made  with  the 
jaw-bone  of  a  fifli.  They,  every  year,  attack  fcMne 
one  nation  or  another,  betides  the  Spaniards,  againft: 
whom  they  carry  on  a  perpetual  war.  They  ge- 
nerally kill  all  the  men  that  fall  into  their  -hands ; 
but  prelerve  the  boys,  to  marry  them  to  their  daugh-^ 
ters,  felling  to  their  neighbours  the  children  born 
of  thefe  marriages.  They  avoid,  as  much  as  poC- 
(ible,  coming  to  hands  with  the  Spaniards  in  the 
plains,  becaufe  they  have  nothing  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  their  lire-arms;  but  they  have  a 
hundred  llratagems^  to  attack  them  to  advantage. 
They  are  fo  well  mounted,  that,  when  purfued,  they 
foon  reach  pofts,  which  they  can  eafily  hinder  the 
Spaniards  from  penetrating.  When  diey  are  told 
that  the  Spaniards  are  coming  ta  attack  them,  they 
coolly  anfwer,  "  let  them  come ;  when  they  have 
eat  up  all  their  bifcuit,  they  mull  go  as  they  came^ 
to  get  a  new  ftock." 

The  day  a  child  is  weaned,  and  the  day  it  begins 
to  run  about  with  the  reft,  are  both  holidays  in  the 
town,  where  the  child  is  weaned,  or  begins  to  run 
about ;  but  the  return  of  the  Pleiades,  which  they 
call  the  kidsf  upon  the  horizon,  is  a  'general  holi- 
day obferved  by  the  whole  nation.    They  prepare 

for 
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for  it,  by  ftiaking  their  matts,  and  beating  their  par- 
titions. The  men,  then,  form  themfelves  into  one 
battalion  ;  and  the  women  into  another ;  and  fall 
upon  each  other  pretty  ferioufly.  It  is  a  diverfion, 
if  you  pleafe,  but  is  a  diverfion  fit  only  for  barba- 
rians. The  boys  and  girls,  likewife,  exchange  fome 
cuffs,  but  merely  for  form-fake.  Thefe  en- 
gagements are  followed  by  races ;  and,  then,  both 
parties  mutually  wifti  each  other  an  accomplifli- 
ment  of  all  their  wiflies,  and,  above  all  things,  fuc- 
cefs  againft  their  enemies.  The  feafl  always  ter- 
minates in  drunkenefs. 

Every  town  mourns  for  the  death  of  its  Ca- 
cique, and  that  of  his  children,  and  neareft  relations. 
This  ceremony  confifls  in  obferving  a  flrift  con- 
tinence, for  a  longer  or  (horter  time,  in  proportion 
to  the  rank  of  the  deceafed,  or  the  people's  affeftion 
for  him  ;  in  failing,  that  is,  in  not  eating  fifh,  which 
is  the  thing  in  the  world,  next  to  wine,  thefe 
Indians  are  fondeft  of ;  in  putting  on  a  fbrrowful 
coufitenance,  and  not  painting  either  face  or  body. 
The  Cacique,  as  often .  as  he  happens  to  be  in 
mourning,  changes  the  names  of  all  his  fubjedts. 
On  the  death  of  perfons  of  diftinftion,  they  im- 
mediately butcher  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
women,  to  bear  him  company  in  the  other  world  ; 
nor  do  they  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  vic- 
tims ;  there  are  always  enough  to  put  in  for  this 
honour.  The  funeral  is  performed  with  great  ce- 
remony. The  body  is  decked  out  with  the  finefl: 
trinkets  they  can  get.  Thofe  of  the  Caciques,  efpe- 
cially  carry  with  them  to  the  grave  the  mcrfl  pre- 
cious ornaments  of  the  whole  town.  Nor  is  there 
any  need  of  compuUion  on  the  occafion ;  all 
preffing  to  give  the  deceafed  the  fincereft  proofs  of 
refpedt  and  alFedtion. 

PoLYG  AM  Y  is  not  knowu  among  the  Guyacurus; 
feut  the  bonds  of  matrimony  are  fo  very  flight,  that, 

whea 
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when  the  parties  do  not  like  each  other,  they  feparate 
without  any  further  ceremony.  In  other  rdfpeds 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  the  moft  diftant  notions 
of  tfiat  baflifulnefs  fo  natural  to  the  reft  of  man- 
kind :  thofe  a<ftions  which  require  raoft  privacy^ 
being  among  them  performed  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world.  The  girls  who  prove  with  child  be- 
fore marriage,  either  deftroy  their  burthen  in  the 
womb,  or  lay  violent  hands  upon  it,  the  minute 
they  are  delivered  of  it,  in  the  natural  way. 
The  condition  of  the  women  is  very  hard  ;  they 
are  treated  like  flaves,  and  never  allowed  a  mo- 
ment's reipite.  The  girk  foltow  the  ilbldiers  to  the 
war,  in  order  to  wait  upon  them  ;  and  never  meet 
with  the  leaft  indulgence.  The  hulbands  never 
aj^ar  to  give  themfelves  any  trouble  about  their 
wives,  but  at  their  return  from  a  campaign,  when 
they  prefent  them  with  the  fcalps  of  thofe  they  have 
flain,  the  only  marks  of  victory  they  bring  home 
along  with  them.  The  women  deck  themielves 
out  with  thefe  fcalps,  by  way  of  celebrating  the  tri- 
un>ph  of  their  hulbands,  who  on  their  fide,  adorn 
their  heads  with  feathers,  and  their  foreheads  with 
plates-  of  filver,  or  fome  other  metal.  The  women 
likewife  wear  collars  upon  the  occafion ;  and,  then, 
faften  their  fcalps  to  a  poft,  about  which  they  dance^ 
finging  all  the  time  the  praifes  of  the  conquerors. 

When  the  Guaycurus  think  themfelves  threat- 
ened With  a  ftorm,  they  My  out  of  their  towns, 
the  men  armed  with  their  mancanas,  and  the  wo- 
men and  children  howling  with  all  their  might ;  for, 
ihey  believe,  that,  by  fo  doin^,  they  put  to  flight 
die  devil  that  intended  to  esoate  it.  Daily  experi- 
ence is  not  fufficient  to  convince  them  of  their  mif- 
take ;  but,  perhaps,  they  think  that  the  devil  would 
ufe  them  worfe,  if  they  did  not  thus  intimidate  him 
by  their  cries  and  menaces.  This  is  the  only  divi- 
nity they  acknowledge,  except  the  moon,  and  the 
^onfteUation  called  the  great  bear,  to  which,  how- 
ever* 
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ever,  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  pay  any  manner 
of  worftiip.  As  they  do  not  cultivate  the  ground, 
they  live  entirely  on  river  and  land  game.  Nothing 
comes  amifs  to  them.  They-eat  lions,  tigers,  bears, 
and  the  raoft  venomous,  fiiakes  and  vipers*  Some 
people  pretend,  that  they  inure  their  conftitutions 
to  this  kind  of  food,  by  the  conftant  ufe  they  make 
of  it  from  their  infancy.  Befides,  all  the  Indians 
of  South  Arnerica  have  very  hot  ftomachs. 

To  return  to  Don  Alvarez,  he  was  now  chiefly 
employed  in  taking  proper  meaiures  to  affift  the 
Spaniards  he  had  fent,  by  fea,  from  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Catherine  to  Buenos  Ayres  ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  he,  at  laft,  difpatched  two  brigantines,  loaded 
with  all  manner  of.  civil  and  niilitary  ftores,  and' 
manned  by  one  hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of' Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza.  He,  then,  fent  a 
detachment 'of  his  troops  againfl:  the  Agazez,  who 
fuflfered  themielvea  to  be  furprifed^  and  loft  a  great 
number  of  men,  befides  fourteen  prifohers,  who^ 
were  immediately  langed.  This  execution  had  its 
defired  efFedt.  The  whole  nation  implored  the 
governor's  mercy,  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  condi- 
tions he  thought  proper  to  prdcribe,  efpecially 
^vhen  they  heard  of  his  having  taken  another 
meafure,  which  fpread  his  reputation  all  over  the 
country  ;  and  rendered  his  name  as  terrible  to  the 
Ihdians^  as  it  had  been  before  dear  to  them. 

Hb  had  received  intelligence,  it  feems,  that  tfe* 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  Alexis  Garcia  was  ftltt- 
a  captive  among^  the  Indians,  who  had  killed  Ws^ 
fadier,  and  carried  off  his  treafures ;  and  thereuj[)CMi. 
.fent  to  beg  they  would  return  him  their  priibner  y 
but  thefo  barbarians  butchered  all  his  meflengers,' 
cxc^t  one,  whem  they  fent  back  to  acquaint  himi^ 
that  if  he  dared  to  prefent  himfetf  before  them,  they^ 
would  treat' Inm  in  the  ikme  manner  they  had  done 
his  deputiei^.  Don  Alvarez,  incenfed  at  this  af- 
front. 
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front,  ordered  his  nephew  Don  Alphonfo  Riquelmi, 
to  pick  out  thr^e  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a  thou- 
fand  Indians  ;  and  march  againft  thefe  barbarians, 
and  make  them  feafible,  that  he  was  not  to  be  in- 
fulted  with  impunity.  Riquelmi,  accordingly,  fet 
out-,  but  found  them  upon  their  guard,  in  great 
numbers,  and  very  advantageoufly  polled.  He 
charged  them,  however,  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  im- 
mediately threw  them  into  diforder,  killed  three 
thoufand,  and  made  four  thoufand  prifoners.  His 
vidory,  indeed,  coft  him  fomethiog,  for  he  l^ft 
fifty  of  his  beft  men  on  the  occafion. 

Don  Alvarez's  joy  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  foon  troubled  by  the  arrival  of  four 
brigantines  from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  Eftopirian  Ca- 
bcca  de  Vaca,  and  all  the  Sjjaniards,  whom  the 
governor  had  fent  by  fea  from-  the  ifland  of  St. 
Catherine.  Don  Eftopinan  acquainted  the  gover- 
nor, that,  on  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  he  found 
a  letter  th£re  figned  by  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irala^  and  Alphonfo  Cabrera,  with  orders  to  evacuate 
it,  as  the  inhabitants  were  daily  in  danger  of  perifti-. 
ing  by  hunger,  or  the  arrows  of  the  Indians.  He 
added,  that  five  and  twenty  Spaniards  had  taken 
refuge  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil ;  that,  had  the  affiftance-  • 
brought  thofe  left,  behind  [arrived  but  twenty- 
jfour  hours  late,  they  muft  all  have  inevitably 
perifhed,  one  way  or  another ;  that,  his  arrival  hav-. 
i'ng  given  the  inhabitants  fome  fpirits,  he  had  taken 
itiv'jaliires  to  alter  the  fituation  of  the  town,  and  re- 
i|cj0v'e.all  the  Spaniards  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St- 
Iphn  ;  but,  as  winter  came  on  in  the  mean  time, 
^d  all  the  rivers  had  overflown  their  banks,  he  . 
tjaought  the  only  ftep  he  could  take,  was  to  gon- 
4u^  to  the  AiTumption  all  his  men,  and  all  the  re- 
mailing  inhabitants: 

Mendoz  a,  who^  as  we  juft^now  faid,  had  butjuft 
fet  out  for  the  relief  of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  beeaftiU 

more 
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more  unfortunate,  and  run  much  greater  rifks. 
One  of  his  veflels  loaded  with  provifions  was 
wrecked,  and  fome-  of  the  crew  drowned.  The 
fliip,  which  carried  himfelf,  being  nKX)red  clofe  in 
fliore  to  a  tree,  an  earthquake  threw  the  tree  upon 
the  (hip,  and,  by  that  means,  overfet  her.  The 
reft:  of  the  brigantines  fufFered  as  much  ;  and 
fourteen  perfons  belonging  to  them  were  drowned 
or  cruftied  to  death,  fo  that  it  was  with  great  dif- 
ficulty Mendoza  reached  the  Aflumption,  where 
he  foon  after  had  the  mortification  of  being  pre- 
fent  at  a  much  more  terrible  difafter. 

On  the  fourth- of  February,  1543,  an 
1543-  Indian  woman,  fervant  to  one  of  the  in- 
habitants, carelefely  liking  her  hamroock,  which 
happened  to  take  fire,  fome  of  the  fparks  flew,  unr 
obfecved,  into  the  partitions  of  the  lOom,  which 
was  of  ftraw  ;  fo  that  in  a  few  minutes,  the  whole 
houfe  was  in  flames.  The  fire  ibon  gained  all  thofe 
that  furrounded  it ;  and  carried  by  a  (Irong 
wind,  foon  reached  the  refl,  aiid  conTumed  two  hun- 
dred. Its  inhabitants  had  no  time  t50  fave  any  thing 
but  their  arms  ;  their  very  poultry,  and  mofl:  of 
their  other  domeflic  aninials  having  been  burnt 
There  remained  but  fifty  houfes,  feparated  firom  the 
reft  by  water.  Thusmoft  of  the  inhabitentis  &wthem^ 
felves,  in  a  moment,  without  cloaths,  without  food, 
without  furniture,  or  merchandize  ;  and  expofed, 
withal,  for  want  of  houfe  room,  to  all  the  injuries 
of  the  weather  ;  but  they  had  a  great  refource  left 
in  their  governor.  He,  firft,  provided  agsunft  ;he' 
moft  preflipg  neceflities,  and  fent  to  all  the  Indian 
towns,  to  i>uy  provifions  at  his  ownexpence.  Hk 
thoji  furniftied,  with  equal  generofity,  the  money 
reqifiifitc  to  fupjdy  the  other  wants  of  the  inhabi-^ 
tants, .  fo  that  all  the  houfes,  which  had  hitherto 
coniifted  of  nothing  but  flraw,  were,  with  incpA^ 
ceiv^ble  dtfpfttch,  rebuilt  of  e^h.  ^i 

Don 
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DoK  AhVAKnt  focMi  received  fome  news,  that 
coni(^d  him  a  little  for  fuch  a  train  of  diiafters. 
In  the  month  of  November,  of  the  preceding  year, 
he  had,  conformably  to  his  inftrudtions,  iuid,  with 
the  advice  of  his  councit,  formed  a  reiblution  to  re- 
mount the  Paraguay  as  high  as  poflible.  He  in- 
tended to  have  been  himfelf  of  thiseiq)6dition ;  but, 
as  hi(  prefence  was  become,*  from  day  to  day^ 
tnord  neceflary  at  the  Aflunaption,  he  thought  he 
had  better  let  fomebody  elfe,  duly  qualified  for  fudi 
tui  undertaking,  make  the  firft  eiTay  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  call  his  eye  upon  his  lieutenant,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  man  of  refolution ;  and  he  was,  befides, 
glad  of  having  a  ^genteel  pvcx/cxt  to  remove  from  die 
AiTumption.  He,  thercfc^^  told  him,  that  be  did 
not  know  any  one  fitter  for  an  attempt,  the  fuccefs 
of  which  the  emperor  had  greatly  at  heart ;  and 
gave  him  his  word,  that  he  would  reprefent  all  the 
Services  he  might  render  his  majefty  on  the  cccflfi- 
on,  in  the  tnoii  advantageous  l^ht. 

Don  Alvarez  earncftly  recommended  tohim, 
if  he  could  not  get  quite  up  to  the  fource  of  the 
river,  at  le^,  to  puih  as  near  it  as  be  poilibiy 
could  ;  to  take  an  exa£t  account  of  the  dMferent 
nations  inhaistiting  its  banks ;  to  fend,  from  time  to 
time,  parties  of  Indians,  with  fomc  Spaniards,  kto 
the  inland  countries,  and  even  penetrate,  if  poffibie, 
into  Peru,  as  he  had  agreed  wirh  Don  Chriftophero 
Vaca  de  Cadro,  to  endeavour  to  efbablidi  a  com* 
municatkm  between  that  kingdom  and  Paraguay. 
Irala  expreffed  great  .latisfa<5tion  at  thcfe  marks  of 
his  general's  efleem  and  confidence,  and,  being  pro- 
vided with  three  fbmt  brtgantines  manned  with 
ninety  Spaniards,  and  a  great  number  of  Indians^ 
and  plentifully  flored  widi  pniviflonsof  every  kind, 
fttout  the  aoth  of  November,  1542  ;  and,  after 
remimntipg  the  river  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
by  eftimation,  arrived  at  the  moudi  of  the  lake  of 

the 
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the  Xarayez,  where  ht  diicovcred  a  port  op  die 
w^em  fhore,  and  called  it  Kif^'^Port^  becauife  he 
entered  it  on  the  Epiphany,  oriweifth-day.  After 
taking  a  little  r«ft  hi^e,  he  fet  forward  by  land  to- 
wards i?he  weft,  wkh  aU  his  Indians  and  iSpaiiiards, 
^Kcept  a  fufficient  hiunber,  whom  he  left  behind,  to 
take  care  oficheivBfek  He.  mqt  jqo  the  road  with 
fevet^l  nation^iwfaqhad  agoeatdeal  of  wrought  gold 
and  fiiver  «,  but  lie  could  neyer  difcover  whence 
they  obtained  it'  However,  he  affiared  the  igover- 
nor  at  hjs  xiVMi.,  that:he  n^igbt  hav£  eafily  pene- 
trated that  rwsup  into  P^ru,  hadiie  been  m  ;a  better 
codcKcion  to  4aAve  the  Indians^  Jfdiom  he  every  where 
m^  with.  He'  ^^n  itdded^  that  thofb  in  the 
.n^^i^ibourhood  of  King^s^Port  bnged  gready  to 
fe^^e  Spaniardfi /and  their  ^general  amoBg  ihem^ 
but,  perhaps,  ^a  had  r^a&ms  of  his  own  fior  mak- 
ing^i^his  laft  ppt£]f  fihe^ftoiy.  :     . 

Bb  that  as ^witl,  ibme <time  a^er  Irala'«  i^tum 
to  the  /MTupipiJibn,  Jliguel^  ariived  tl^^  &om 
bffi  expeditioti  lagoibft  ^  t^^  of  Alexis 

Garcia  >,  and  Don  Alvarez,  at  laiit,  on  tfaeiiqx»t  of 
-thefe  -two  4)iftperfe,  orefolved  not  to  defer  .any  longer 
iakii]^  the/fame  rouit  }m  lieutenant  had  purfiied, 
^hd^veilL  to  get  nearer  P^ru,  if  poffible.  He  had 
-dready  dbuik- ten  Jbrigantitiesfor  this  yoyajge :;  and 
flawing  given  dpders  to  iirthbm  out  iir«afy,  he 
fent  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza  to  buy  proviliafas,  in 
<£>iQe  fodiah^towns  above  theiijoer,  up  thc^Jobun- 
try  4^  :the  vGuaaranis  5  but. ')die>  Indians  not^  canly 
Tefy&d  to  felHum  any,  l>ut  .eicpreflbd  great  inve- 
teracy agaiiift  4;he  Spaniards ;  ^n  which,  Dcm  )N^ 
rVar^fent  Irala  to;M8  aiffiftaxMs^  ivmth  orders^*  ho^ 
ever,  to^mpbjT  carefTes  and^pre&ntis,  to  eigi^ 
them  to  dd  widb  a  good  grace,  what  tbeS^i- 
^aids  ^ould^  oblige  them  ib  do  fay  fo]x:e('  ITdiis 
itiethod  iucceeded ;  and  twb  Caciques  43f  thefe 
indiani^  follow^  irala  to  the  Afliftuq^ion  i    did  W- 
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mage  to.  the  governor ;  and  prcanifed  to  obey,  with 
the  greateft  punctuality,  all  the  orders  he  might 
hereafter  be  pleafed.to  give  them. 

Every  thing-w!as  now  ready  for  his  departure^ 
when  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  two  friars, 
whom  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  ifland  of  St. 
Catherine,  were  privately  fet  out. from  the  Aflump- 
tipn,  yith  letters  "to  the .  Emperor,  accufing  him 
of  having  filled.the  province  with  trouble,  and  cpn- 
fulion,   by  the  vbad  ufe  he  made  of  his  autho- 
rity. It  is  likewife  laid,  that,  in  order  'to  prevent  a 
difovery:  of  what  they  were  ab<mt,   they  con- 
fined a  number  of  Indian  girls,  whom  they  had  feeen 
ordered  to  inftrudl ;  and.carried  them  off.  with  them. 
It  is  not  known  what  they  intended  by  fo  doing  ^ 
but  it  is.  certain,  thj^t  the  Cacique .  of  the  town, 
whence  the  poor  creatures  had'  beeij  taken,  canie 
to  complain  of  fo  (hameful  an  adlion^tp  the  gover^ 
nor ;:  and  the  governor  having  immediately  fent 
after  Jthcir  condudtors,  five  and  thi;rty  girls,  were 
found  with  them.  Thefriars  had  .fent  before  them 
fome  Spaniards,,  who.  were  to  retui^  M?itb  jhem  to 
Spam,  and  a  Brazilian,    whom  they*  had  feduced 
from  the  governor's  fervice,  in  which  he  was  very 
ufeful to  the  Emperor*   .This  man,  it  is  probable, 
was  to  be  their .  guide  to  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  to— 
.wardis  wJbich,    it  feems,  they  had  direfted  their 
.courfe.  :       •     ■•  [   j:  ... 

XH^ETiJndian  girls  and  their  treacherous  coor 
dudtors  being  brought;  back  to  the  Affumptiori  ; 
foori  after  their  arfival,  Don  Alvarez  5Vas  given  to 
underftand,  that  the  revenue-officers  were  at  the 
bottom  .of  this  villainous  affair  ;  and  ibme  letters, 
:  that  were  found  upoa:  the  two  friai^s,  convinced 
him:  thoroughly  of  it:  Upon  this,-  therefore,  he 
irtimediately  ordered  the  criminals  MJo  be  arrefted^ 
but,  though  he  now  few  how  much. he  was  to  blame 
for  haivrng  flopped  the  pro{ecution,.  ,lre  had  ordered 

to 
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to  be  commenced  againft  them  the  preced- 
ing year ;  and  ftill  more;  for  having  releafed 
them  frorti  their  confinement,  his  natural  goodnefs 
again  got  the  better  of  his  juflice,  and  blinded  him 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  his  reflefting,  that 
there  are  certain'  crimes,  which  it  is  dangerous  to 
punifll  by  halves.  However,  he  did  left  than  half 
punifh  them,  for  he  ordered  them  all  to  be  fet  at 
libelrty,  on  giving  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour 
for  the  future.  He,  it  is  probable,  feared,  left 
the  flownefe  of  a  judicial  f^rofecution  againft 
them  mfght  deky  too  long  his  intended  expedition 
up  the>  river.  However,  he  parted  them  by  taking 
aloiig  with  him  the  Faftor,  Peter  de  Orantez, 
and  the  treafurer,  Philip  Caceres.  He  then  ap- 
pointed Don  Juan  de  Salazar  to  command,  during 
his  abfence,  at  the'.Aflumptiou  ;    his  lieutenant,  it 

•  is  probable,  being  engaged  elfe where  ;  and  on 
the  day  of  the  Nativity  of  the  bleffed  Virgin^ 
whofe  church,  cohfumed  in  the  late  conflagration, 
he  had  jufi  rebuilt  at  his  own^expence,  and  had 
even  helped  toereft  as  a  commoti  workman,  he  tooik 
fhipping  with  two  hundred  Spaniards,  after  having 
recommended,  above  all  things,  to  Salazar,  to  have 
ready,  againft  his  return,  a  brigantine  he  had  or- 
dered to  be  burk,  with  a  view  of  fending  her  to 
Spain,  with  difpatches  to  the  Emperor. 
'  Don  Alvarez  was  followed  by  twelve  hundred 
of  the  braveft  Guarani  warriors  in  canoes  ;  but  his 
engajging  manners  feemcd  to  render  fo  much  pi^ 
caution  needliefe.  He  mad^  {uch  confideraBIe  pre- 
fents  to  all  the  Indians,  in  the  towns  he  pafled  by, 
on  both  fides  of  the  river,  that  they  vowed  p^rpie- 
tual  friendfliip  to  the  Spaniards,  and  religioufly 
kept  their  piromife.     He  ordered  the  two  revenae- 

'  officers  to  tiravel  by  land,  with  two  hundred  Spa- 
niards more,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians,-  tod 
Wait  for  him  at  Candlemas-port ;  but  Caceras,  haV- 
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ing  loft  his  horfe  the  very  firft  day,  obtained  leave 
to  return  home,  and  fend  his  ton  in  his  ftead. 
The  1 2  th,  the  fleet  entered  Candlemas-Port,  which, 
by  ah  obfervation  of  the  fun,  was  found  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  22  degrees  and  40  minutes. 

The  day  following,  feven  Payaguas  appeared  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  made  figns  to  qcpreft 
their  defire  of  fpeaking  with  the  Spaniards.  Don 
Alvarez,  upon  this,  fent  aftiore  to  them  feven  Spa- 
niard^ with  a  Guajani,  who,  having  l>een  a  fl^ve 
among  the  Payaguas,  could  {peak  their  language 
very  fluently.  The  Payaguas  aflced  the  Spaniards, 
if  they  were  the  feme  that  fo  bften  went  up  and 
down  the  river,  and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmar 
tiye,  one  of  the  Payaguas  told  tl>em  he  would 
be  glad  to  fpeak  with  their  commander.  He  was, 
accordingly,  condufted  to  Don  Alvarez,  who  haying 
afked  him  what  he  wanted,  he  anfwered,  that  his 
Cacique  would  be  very  glad  to  enter  into  an  alli- 
ance with  him  ;  that  he  had  ftill  by  him  all  the 
treafure  he  had  carried  oflf  from  the  great  captain 
Ayolas  ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  reftore  x%  if  the 
governor  would  but  pardon  the  treachery  he  had 
beep  guilty  of. 

£>oN  Alvarez  having  aflced  him  in  what  the 
treafure  confifted,  he  anfwered,  in  as  mudigold  and 
filver,  in  bracelets,  crowns^  and  other  ornaments,  as 
fixty-fix  Indians  could  carry*  Upon  this,  Iton 
Alvarez  defired  the  Indian  to  afliire  his  Cacique> 
jbat  he  was  x:ome  into  the  country,  by  order  of  the 
Emperor,  to  pacify  all  the  nations  that  inhabited  it ; 
pardon  paft  offences  ^  offer  his  prpte^ion  to  fuch 
of  the  natives,  as  were  willing  to  depkre  themfelves 
his  vaflals,  and  live  upon  good  terms  with  his  fiib- 
jeAs  J  and  that,  if  his  Cacique  was  difppfed  to  ac- 
cept thefe  conditions^  he  might  come  to  fee  liim  in 
the  greateft  iafety,  and  ftiould  have  iall  the  reafon 
in  the  word  to  be  well^eafed  with  his  reception. 

He 
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He  then  g^YC  the  me0enger  fome  prefents  foriiis 
Cacique,  and  fome  for  himfelf,  and  alked  him  when 
he  might  e^pe<^  to  fee  him  again,  and  his  Cacique. 
The  rayagua  anfwered,  the  day  following  ;  and 
was  then  reconducted  to  the  pkce  where  he  had 
been  taken  up. 

SoMR  days,  however,  having  paft,  without  the 
governor's  hearing  any  thing  of  either  of  them ;  his 
Guarani  interpreter,  to  whom  he  expreifed  his  fur- 
prize  at  it,  told  him,  he  imagined  it  would  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  wait  for  them  any  longer ;  that  there  was 
not  a  more  fufpicious  or  treacherous  nation  on  the 
face  of  the.  earth,  than  the  Payaguas  ^    that  all  the 
Cacique  aimed  at  by  this  meflage,  was  to  gain  time 
and  amufe  him ;   that,  in  his  opinion,  he  would  do 
well  to  purfiie  ibem;  that,  as  they  were  heavily 
loaded,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  come  up 
with  them ;   that  to  judge  by  what  he  knew  of  the 
country,  they  would  not  halt,  till  they  arrived  at 
a  lake  well  flored  with  fifh,  in  the  centre  of  a  very 
fine  country ;    and  which  had  been  well  peopled^ 
before  the  rayamias  had  mxu-dered  its  inhabitants. 
Don  Alvarez  took  the  Guarani's  advice,  and  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  put  afhore,  with  great  part  of  his 
troops,  at  the  niouth  of  a  river,  by  which  the  lake 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Paraguay.     Before  he  could 
reach  this  river^  he  obiferved  a  pretty  niunerous 
body  of  Indiai^B,  who,  his  interpreter  informed 
him,   were  the  Payaguas  endeavouring  to  make 
their  efcape;    but,  though  he  followed,  for  eiglrt 
days  together,  the  courie  of  this  river,  and  made 
the  tour  of  the  lake  from  whence  it  ifTues,  he  could 
meet  with  none  of  them ;  ]  and,  therefore,  judging 
that  it  would  be  to  no  jpurpofe,  to  proceed  fur- 
.ther  in  queft  of  fuch  a  roving,  imfettled  people, 
he  made. the  befl  of  hiswa^y  b^ck  to  Candlema^- 
'port. 
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Hi: RE  Don  Alvarez  embarked  again,  leaving 
behind  him  Mendoza,  with  inftruAions,  which 
probably  regarded  the  Payagiias.  The  banks  of 
the  river  in  this  place  are  covered  with  different 
kinds  of  fruit-trees,  particularly  the  caflia  tree.  A 
little  higher,  it  is  rendered  exceedingly  rapid  by 
two  rocks,  which,  projedting  from  the  oppofite 
fliores,  greatly  ftrengthen  the  channel.  The  Spa-r 
niards  caught  here  great  plenty  of  Goldenies,  fome 
weighing  fifteen  pounds.  The  flefli  of  this  fifli  is 
both  very  wholefom,  and  very  well  tailed.  It  is 
even  pretended,  that  the  water,  in  which  it  has 
been  boiled,  is  a  fbvereign  remedy  againft  the  itch,, 
and  the  leprofy.  Mendoza  now  rejoined  the  gp- 
vernor,  who,  having  difcovered  a  great  ftir  among 
the  Indians,  alarmed,  no  doubt,  at  the  iight  of  fo 
numerous  a  fleet,  ordered  him  to  quiet  them.  He 
himfelf  entered  into  a  conference  with  the  Guaro- 
ropos^  and  made  them  promife  not  to  moleft  iuch 
of  his  people,  as  he  might  leave  behind  ;  but  theft 
barbarians  broke  their  word,  which,  However,  Fetr 
nandez  pretends  his  countrymen  gave  them  fuffi- 
cient  provocations  not  to  keep. 

In  this  latitude,  the  river  overflows  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, when  the  fun  has  reached  the  tropicj  that  it 
lays  under  water  more  than  an  hundred  leagues  of 
country  on  both  fides ; .  fo  that,  according  to  the 
author  juft  now  cited,  canoes  pafs  freely  over  the 
higheft  trees.  Thefe  inundations  laft  four  months ; 
the  waters  begin  to  fall  towards  the  end  of  March ; 
and  leave  behind  them  a  prodigious  quantity  of  filh, 
which,  by  putrefying,  infedt  the  air,  and  render 
the  country  very  fickly ;  but  when  the  waters  are 
quite  dried  up,  the  Indians  repair,  in  great  num- 
bers, to  the  river;  live  upon  the  fifh  with  which 
it  abounds,  and  fpend  their  whole  time  in  mirth 

and  diverfion.  A§^^^^ 
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Dotf  Alvarez,  who  found  them  there,  would 
not  permit  any  of  his  people  to  have  any  dealings 
with  them,  though  he  received  with  great  kindnefs 
feveral  of  them  who  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
even  made  them  fome  prefents.  The  25th  of  Oc- 
tober, he  arrived  at  a  place,  where  the  river  divi- 
ded, to  the  left,  into  three  branches,  the  middle- 
moil  refembling  a  great  lake,  which,  a  little  higher 
up,  unite  again.  A  little  higher  up,  and  on  the 
fame  fide,  is  another  river,  formed  by  a  great  many 
ftreams,  which,  by  their  inofculations,  compofe  a  la- 
byrinth, out  of  which  the  Indians  of  the  country 
find  it  no  eafy  matter  to -extricate  themfelves.  This 
river  they  call  IguatUy  which  fignifies  good  wattr. 
Bon  Alvarez  entered  it,  after  planting  crofles  to 
iet  thofe  who  followed  him  know  the  rout  he  had 
taken.  The  8th  of  November,  having  afcended 
and  defcended  all  thefe  rivers,  he  returned  to  the 
Paraguay,  and  found  himfelf  oppofite  feveral  bald 
and  lofty  mountains,  of  a  reddifli  colour,  in  the 
form  of  bells ;  where  he  was  informed,  a  kind  of 
white  metal  was  to  be  found.  Between  this  and 
King's-Port,  the  river  was  fo  low,  that  his  men 
were  obliged  to  get  into  the  water,  and,  by  force  of 
arms,  help  the  brigantines  over  fome  (hallows,  about 
a  crofe-bow  (hot  in  length. 

The  governor,  on  entering  the  port,  found  there 
before  him,  a  great  number  of  Indians,  who  impa- 
tiently waited  his  arrival,  and  received  him  with 
the  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy.  On  his  fide,  he 
treated  them  with  the  greateft  kindnefs ;  and,  be-  ^ 
ing  ijiformed  that  they  adored  idols,  a  thing  that 
had  not  as  yet  been  obferved,  among  any  of  thd 
other  nations  of  this  continent,  he  earneftly  ex- 
horted the  fecular  and  regular  clergy,  who  accom- 
panied him  in  this  expedition,  to  omit  nothing  to 
<^n  their  eyes,  and  bring  them  over  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God.     He  even  (poke  tb  them,  ' 

H  4  himfelf, 
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himfelf,  of  the  weaknefs  of  thefe  dumb  and  blind 
.divinities ;  and  at  laft  prevailed  on  them,  to  give  up 
thefe  oigeds  of  th^ir  worlhip  to  the  flames ;  notr 
withftandiqg  the  great  apprehenfions  they  at  firft 
fecmed  tp  be  under,  left  the  devils  fliould  punifti 
them  feverely  for  it.  This  done,  Don  Alvarez 
caufed  a  crofs  to  be  ereded,  and  built  a  chapel, 
where  maft  was  fung  with  great  foletnnity,  to  the 
no  fmali  iatisfadtion  of  the  Indians.  After  this  ce- 
remony,  he  took  pofleffion  of  the  whole  country, 
for  the  crown  of  Spain  ^  and,  perhaps,  there  is  not 
any  in  all  this  vaft  province,  in  which  it  was  more 
the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards  to  make  a  (olid  efta- 
bliAunent,  and  which,  notwithftanding,  they  have 
more  negleded^  as  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory.  Don  Alvarez  having  by  this  peroeiv* 
jed,  that  the  Indians  took  offence  at  the  Spaniards 
penetrating  into  their  towns,  forbad  it,  direftly,  un-^ 
^er.the  fevereft  penalties. 

These  Indians  cultivate  the  earth ;  ^ow  fever al 
kinds  of  excellent  fruity  manioc  and  maiz,  of  which 
laft,  they  make  the  earth  yield  them  two  crops  a 
year.  Fifliing,  fowling^  and  bunting  are  another 
great  refource.  They  likewife  breed  geele,  and 
pocks  aqd  hens,  though  not  entirely  for  the,  fake  of 
their  flefli ;  for  they  make  ufe  of  the  firft  to  rid 
themfelve§  of  grafehoppers,  whofe  chirping,  it  is 
probable,  they  do  not  like;  and  the  latter,  by 
having  them  at  night,  to  fecure  themfdves  from 
the  attacks  of  a  certain  fpecies  of  large  bats,  the 
iame^  perhiaps,  as  we  have  before  mentioned. 
Thefe  bats  are  a  very  dangerous  creature,  as  Don 
Alvarez  himfelf  experienced  to  his  coft.  *  One 
night,  as  he  lay  fleeping  in  his  brigantine,  with  <Mie 
of  his  feet  uncovered,  one  of  thefe  birds,  not  only 
bit  the  tip  of  his  great  |oe,  but  ftript  the  under  part 
4rf  it  entirely  of  the  flcin,  without  awakening  him  ; 
.4p  that,  .  before  he  awoke,   his  bed  was  full  of 

blood. 
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blood.  But  it  is  upon  i^e  ears  of  horfes,  and  the 
4iugs  of  newly  littered  fows,  which  they  firft  fuck, 
and  then  gnaw  to  the  very  roots,  that  thefe  terri- 
ble birds  principally  fallen.  The  horfes  know 
therii,  fo  tlut,  on  their  getting  into  a  ftable,  the 
foot  creatures  in  it,  beoome  downright  furious. 
I^'emandez^  who  relates  thefe  fads,  has  forgot  to 
tell  us  in  what  manner  the  cocks  and  hens  free  the 
Indians  from  thefe  trouble((»iie  animals. 
*  Neither  this  author,  nor  Herrera  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  acquaint  us  exactly  with  the  fituation 
of  King's-Port ;  and  it  is  merely  by  induction,  and 
by  following  Don  Alvarez  in  dfie  rout  he  took  tp 
enter  it,  that  we  may,  without  apprehending  any 
rhiftake,  place  it  at  the  entrance  into  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  on  its  weftern  (hore,  and  oppofite  to  the 
ifland  of  the  Orejoiies ;  and  this  is  the  fituation  al- 
ready given  to  it  by  the  famous  William  de  Lille^ 
the  only  geographer  I  know,  who  has  mentioned  it 
in  his  maps  ^  for  the  Spanifh  geographers  have,  all, 
omitted  it.  The  journals  of  thofe,  who  have  fince 
attempted  to  penetrate  from  Paraguay  into  Techo 
makes  the  length  of  the  ifland  in  this  lake,  thirty 
miles ;   and  its  greatefl  breadth,  fifteen. . 

This  ifland,  it  is  faid,  derives  iti^  name  from 
that  of  a  Peruvian  nation,  called  Ofejone^^  becaufe 
they  bore  their  ears ;  many  of  whom,  it  is  po'^tiend- 
ed,  took  refuge  here  at  die  conqueft  of  Perti ;  aad 
it  is  probable,  that  the  Spaniards  under  £)on  Al- 
varez were  the  firft  to  give  it  the  name  of  the 
Ifland  of  Parage.  If  wlmt  ail  the  memoirs  I  have 
perufed  &y  of  it,  is  true,  it  is  very  well  intkled  to 
ihat  appellation ;  for  though  fituated  in  die  torrid 
zone,  between  the  fifteenth  and  iixtedbth  dqgfre^ 
pf  latitude,  it  enjoys  the  moft  ten^qperate  weather 
all  the  year  round ;  owing  to  the  winds  which  blow 
jhere  confta^tly  every  4ay  at  regular  hours^  aod  a 

«r^t 
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great  number  of  rivulets,  with  which  it  is  watered. 
Its  fields  produce,  without  culture,  the  moft  excel- 
lent fruits ;  and  the  difference  between  the  feafons 
being  fcarce  fenfible,  every  month  is  equally  fit  to 
fow  or  reap  in.  The  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants 
greatly  refemble  the  air  they  breathe.  They 
do  not  cultivate  the  vine,  but  make  a  vefy  whole- 
fom  and  agreeable  liquor,  with  their  hcxiey.  Here 
is,  likewife,  the  greateft  plenty  of  every  kind  of 
game,  both  fifti,  fowl,  and  tour-footed  aninaals. 
All  tl^efe  advantages,  joined  to  the  confideration  of 
its  lyi^g  but  a  league  from  King's-Port,  engaged 
the  Spaniards  to  requeft  their  governor  to  form  an 
eftabliftiment  there. 

Not  to  fpeak  of  the  beauty  of  this  place,  and  the 
mildnefs  of  its  climate,  there  were,  one  would  ima- 
gine, many  other  reafons  fufficient  to  determine 
'  Don  Alvarez  to  fortify  it,  and  leave  a  garriibn  be- 
hind him  to  defend  it.  It  was  the  beft  ftep  he  could 
.  take  to  eftablifh  a  correfpondence  between  Para- 
guay and  Peru,  which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart ; 
and  we  ftiall  fee  hereafter,  how  much  the  court  of 
Spain  has  (ufFered,  even  in  Paraguay,  by  having 
negleded  fo  important  a  poft.  Don  Alvarez  had 
too  much  fenfe,  not  to  fee,  himfelf,  the  neceffity 
there  was  to  fecure  the  pofleffion  of  it ;  but  he  had 
no  more  men  along  with  him,  than  what  were  ab- 
fohitely  neceffary  to  continue  the  difeoveries,  with 
which  he  had  been  charged  -,  and  he  could  draw 
no  more  from  the  Affumption.  Befldes,  he  could 
not  forefee  thofe  events,  which  afterwards  pre- 
vented his  taking  all  the  fteps  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor,  and  the  good  of  his  province  re- 
quired. But,  be  that  as  it  will,  the  foldiers,  the 
veterans  efpecially,  murmured  greatly  at  his  pre- 
parations to  quit  thefe  charming  places  :  "  To 
'  what  purpofe,*'  th.ey  pubjickly  exclaimed,  "  are  we 
to  remain  always  in  favage  countries,  wafte  our- 
selves 
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felves  with  fatigue,  and  be  perpetually  running 
from  one  danger  into  another,  without  having  any 
thing  we  can  call  our  own.  What  do  we  look  for 
in  defarts,  in  mountains,  and  in  countries  covered 
with  water,  where  none  but  Canibals  are  to  be 
met  with ;  and,  while  we  can  fee  nothing  but  our 
countrymen  daily  perilhing  by  ficknefe  and  the  ar- 
rows of  barbarians,  what  can  we  expeft  but  the 
fame  fate  ?  Let  us  learn-  to  be  wife  at  their  ex- 
pence;  and,  without  going  further  in  queft  of 
chimerical  treafures,  which  feem  to  fly  us  in  pro- 

ertion  as  we  purfue  them,  let  us  feize  upon  the 
ppinefe,  with  which  providence  now  prelents 
us  ;  of  what  fervice  could  the  gold,  with  which 
we  are  amufed,  be  to  us ;  what  can  we  hope  to 
purchafe  with  it,  better  than  what  we  aftually  pof- 
lefs?" 

A  GREAT  many  others,  however,  were  of  opi- 
nion, not  to  renounce  the  hopes  of  meeting  with 
mines,  or  difcovering  a  road  to  Peru,  though  they 
allowed  it  was  proper  to  make  an  eftablifhment 
at  King's-Pertj  to  ferve  as  an  Entrepot,  and  facili- 
tate the  conununication  between  the  two  king- 
doms. All,  therefore,  unanimoufly  united  to  pre- 
vail on  the  governor  to  confent  to  this  eftablifti- 
ment,  and  the  oldeli  fpoke,  in  the  name  of  the 
reft.  But  Don  Alvarez,  not  a  little  provoked  at 
their  earneftnels,  anfwered  them  irf  the  following 
words.  "  Are  thefe  men  Spaniards"  faid  he, 
"  whom  I  hear  (peak  in  this  manner  ?  Have  we  left 
Spain,  and  travelled  fo  far,  in  fearch  of  land,  and 
there  to  ipend  our  days  obfcurely  in  idlenels  and 
luxury  f  we  might  have  done  all  this,  without 
leaving  our  own  country.  Methinks  I  fee  a  parcel 
of  children,  who,  tor  the  fake  of  a  few  apples, 
negled  treafures,  whofe  value  they  are  not  ac- 
fluainted  with.  The  Emperor,  our  mafter,  has 
fcnt  us  into  this  new  world,  to  conquer  empires 

for 
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for  him,  and  fecure  to  him  the  poflfeffion  of  the 
riches  they  contain ;  were  we  to  lofe  our  lives,  pr 
ipend  our  days  in  fatigues  much  greater  than  thofe 
we  have  already  gone  through,  both  duty  and  ho- 
nour oblige  us  to  juftify  the  confidence  this  great 
prince  has  repofed  in  us.  I  know  the  extent  of  your 
obligations,  as  well  as  my  own  5  I  ought '  to  mew 
you  good  example ;  and  you  will  follow  it,  if  you 
deferve  the  name  you  boaft  of" 

Soon  after  this,  Mendbza  arrived  with  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  and  informed  the  governor,  that  the 
Guaroropos,  with  whom  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had 
made  a  fitting  alliance,  had  attacked  the  brigantine 
commanded  by  captain  Auguftin  de  Campos  j  that 
five  Spaniards  had  been  killed  at  the  firft  onfet ; 
and  Juan  de  Bolanos  drowned,  in  attempting  to 
make  his  efcape  by  fwimming ;  that  thefe  traitors 
had  afterwards  fet  out  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  King*s-Port,  to  join  thern 
againft  the  Chriftians,  who,  they  affirmed,  bad 
neither  ftrength  nor  courage  enou^  to  refift 
them  ;  and  that  there  was  great  reafbn  to  dread 
a  general  confpiracy  of  all  thefe  nations.  Dqn 
Alvarez,  at  the  fame  time,  received  intelligeace 
by  Heftor  d' Acuna  and  Anthony  Correa,  whom 
he  had  fent  with  ten  or  twelve  fbldicrs,  to  invite 
the  Xarayes,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  with 
him ;  that,  after  traverfing  ibme  overflown  coun- 
tries, where  they  fuflfered  a  great  deal  for  want 
of  provificMis,  they  at  lafl:  joined  a  party  of  thefe 
Indians,  whom  their  Caciaue  had  fent  to  meet 
them  with  refrefliments ;  that,  after  travelling  a 
little  further,  they  found  upwards  of  five  huij- 
dred  more,  decked  out,  in  their  way,  with  the 
moft  beautiful  feathers,  who  were  likewife  come 
put  to  meet  them,  and  conducted  them  to  then- 
town,  where  the  Cacique  gave  them  ia  very  friend- 
ly reception,  and  acquainted  them,  by  the  mouth 

of 
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of  a  Guarani  interpreter,  that  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  fee  their  general,  of  whom  he  had  heard  a  great 
many  fine  things ;  that,  upon  this,  they  afmred 
him,  they  were  come  from  their  general  to  de- 
clare to  him,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  his  frjend, 
and  that  of  all  his  nation ;  that  the  Cacique  replied, 
that  nothing  would  give  him  greater  pleafure  ; 
that  he  could  not  give  their  general  any  great  in- 
formation concerning  the  country  he  intended  to 
traverfe  i  but  could  fu|jply  him  with  an  interpreter 
who  had  travelled  a  great  deal  that  way,  and  might 
be  of  confiderable  fervice  to  him. 

These  Xarayes  were  fettled  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  lake  of  the  fame  name  ;  but  there  arc 
others  who  live  conftantly  on  its  banks,  or  greatly 
frequent  them  j  they  have  been  always  extremely 
attached  to  the  Spaniards  ;  are  a  very  good  kind 
of  people;  cultivate  the  earth;  and  hSve  graift 
and  cotton  in  abundance.  Don  Alvarez  received 
the  Cacique's  offers  very  gracioufly  ;  and,  leaving 
his  brigantines  to  the  care  of  one  hundred 
Spaniards  under  John  de  Romero,  fet  out  on  his 
march  weftwards..  After  five  days  march,  du- 
ring which  there  was  no  travelling  but  by  cut- 
ting a  ^paflage  through  woods  and  bufties,  he 
reached  the  banks  of  a  river,  whofe  water  ,was,  at 
the  fame  time,  very  warm  and  very  tranlparent.    . 

Thu  s,  Don  Alvarez  \ya&  but  little  the  better  for 
his  guide ;  for,  though  feveral  nations  fent  depu- 
ties to  wait  on  him  with  compliments  ^nd  prci- 
vifions  ;  and  he  always  very  generoufly  paid  for  the 
latter  ;    Others  of  them  attempted  to  oppofe  his 

Bflage »    but  he  lopn  1>rotight  them  to  rcafon. 
e  liad  ftow  travelled  a  great  way,    when  he 
was  informed  bjy  Ws  fcouts,  that  there  had  juft 
laliied  out  of.  a  town,,  at  no  great  diftance,  five 
tlioufa^  Itieik  trery  ^vell  armed,  who  feemed  dif- 
^psHid  to  attack  trim  ;  and,  in  faA,  lie  had  fcarce 

time 
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time  to  prepare  for  their  reception,  when  they  ar^ 
rived  within  fight  in  order  of  battle.  But,  at  the 
martial  appearance  of  Don  Alvarez's  forces,  they 
immediately  difperfed,  lieaving  their  town  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  Spaniards,  who  immediately  enter- 
ed it,  and  found  it  to  confift  of  eight  thouland 
cabins,  in  the  center  of  which  flood  a  tower  ter- 
tninating  in  a  pyramid,  built  with  large  pieces  of 
timber  and  covered,  from  top  to  bottom,  with  palm 
tree  bark.  ' 

This  was  the  temple  and  refidence  of  a  mon- 
■ftrous  jferpent,  whom  the*  inhabitants  had  chofen 
for  their  divinity,  and  fed  with  human  flefti.  He 
was  as  thick  as  an  ox,  and  fcvcxi  and  twenty  feet 
long,  with  a  very  large  head,  and  very  fiery 
though  fmall  eyes.  His  jaws,  when  extended,  dis- 
played two  ranks  of  crooked;  fangs.  The  whole 
Ixxiy,  except  the  tail  which  was  fmooth,  was  cover- 
ed with  round  fcales  of  a  great  thicknefs.  The 
Spaniards,  though  they  could  not  be  perfiiaded 
by  the  Indians  that  this  monfter  delivered  oracles,, 
were  exceedingly  terrified  at  the  firft  fight  of  him  ; 
and  their  terror  greatly  ihcreafed,  when,  on  one 
of  them  having  fired  a  blunderbufs  at  hiiti,  he 
gave  a  roar  like  that  of  a  lion,  and  with  a  ftroke 
of  his  tail  (hook  the  whole  tower.  However, 
they  found  it  no  hard  matter  to  make  an  end  of 
him ;  and  then,  as  if  this  exploit,  and  the  talcing 
of  a  defencelefs  town,'  had  exhaufted  all  their 
courage,  moft  of  them  declared,  that  they  coiild 
proceed  no  further. 

Don  Alvarez,  who  now  thought  himfelf  at 
no  great  diflance  from  Peru,  was  pretty  much 
'  cfmbarrafled  what  courfe  to  take  ;  and,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  call  a  council,  before  he  at- 
^tempted  to  revive  the  courage  of  his  foldieris.  The 
council  were  unanimous  for  his  marching  back, 
and  he  yielded  to  their .  advice  fo  much  the  more 

^  readily^ 


OF    PARAGUAY.  tn 

readily,  as  the  milbehaviour  of  the  revenue-officers 
contributed  as  much  to  difcourage  the  foldiers,  as 
the  fatigues  of  the  voyage  and  the  uncertainty  of 
its  fuccefs.  The  foldiers  had  got  fome  plunder  in 
the  town  they  were  now  in  poflbffion  of,  and  thefe 
gentlemen  levied  the  fifth  of  it  for  the  Emperor. 
They  even  pretended  that  all  manner  of  game  was 
fubjedt  to  the  fame  duty.  The  governor  pro- 
duced his  inftrudkions^  in  which  his  Majefty  gave 
up  this  right ;  and,  as  the  officers  ftill  infilled  on 
it,  he  told  them,  that,  if  they  (hould  ever  be 
'  called  to  an  account  for  having  being  too  indulgent 
on  the  occafion,  he  would  indemnify  the  royal 
treafiiry  at  his  own  expence.  But  he  found  it 
impoffible  to  contain  them  for  any  time,  or  fome 
pther  malecontents,  whofe  numbers  were  confider- 
ably  enpreafed  by  the  exadl  difcipline  he  made  all, 

*  without  exception,  obierve  ;  and,  therefore,  gave 
orders  for  an  immediate  retreat. 

At  his  arrival  at  King's-Port,  he  heard,  that 

moft  of.  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  even  the 

,  .Orejones,  had  con'ljjired  to  fall  upon  the  Spaniards 

^nd  their  allies  the  Guaranis,  to  whom,  it  now 

aj2peared,  they  never  brought  any  provifions,  but 

•  with  a, view  of  examining  their  fituation  and  mo- 
tions j    feveral  had,  even  openly,  declared  them- 

'  lelvei^  efpecially  tl>e  Guarorppos,  who  had  invited 
fpi;pe,  other  nations  to  Join  theni  in  order  to  ex- 
tirpate thefe  new  comers.  Upon  this,  Don  Al- 
varez fept  for  the  Indian  chiefs  ;  put  them  in  mind 
of  ^he  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  them  ;  afked 
'th^m  if  he  had  not  paid  for  all  the  provifions  they 
had  brought  in,  and  always  added  fome  prefents  to 
the,  price  of  them ;  adding  withal,  that,  if  after 
all  this  kind  ufage  they  (hould  formt  themfelves 
ib'far  ,as  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  him,  he  was 
ftrong  enough  to  make  them  repent  it.  This 
reiglute  though  mild  declaration,  had  ib  far  its 

effe<5i^ 
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effeft,  that  they  all  promifed  whatever  he  required  5 
after  which  he  difmifled  them  loaded  with  prefents- 

But  they  kept  theif  word  very  ill  j  tor,  in  a 
fliort  time  after,  there  fcarce  remained  ten  or  twelve 
days  provifions  in  the  camp.  Some  Indians,  up-, 
on  this,  affured  the  governor,  that,  at  nine  leagues 
from  King's-Port,  there  were  fome  nations,  who 
had  provifions  in  plenty.  He,  therefore,  fent 
Mendoza  efcorted  by  a  ftrong  party,  to  them 
with  orders  to  tell  diem,  that  he  had  iieard  a 
great  deal  of  good  of  them,  and  was,  therefore, 
furprized  they  had  not  as  yet  fent  deputies  to  make 
an  alliance  with  him,  and  put  themfelves,  after 
the  example  of  fo  many  other  nations,  under  the 
Emperor's  protedtion.  Mendoza  was  then  to  call 
for  <fome  provifions,  and  offer,  more  than  tjie 
value  for  them;  and  if,  after  feveral  funlmons, 
they  refufed  to  comply,  empldy  force ;  but  yet  do 
it  with  the  greateft  moderation  and  circumlpedtioii 
poflible. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  OrejxMies,  whofe  friei^- 
fliip  Don  Alvarez  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to 
recover,  informed  him,  that  by  afcending  the 
Iguatu^  he  ihould  meet  with  very  rich  ana  vDu- 
merous  nations,  who  would  put  him  in  the  ivay  of 
making  feveral  important  difcoveries.  Upon  this, 
he  difpatched  fifty-two  of  his  beft  men  under  tlie 
dommand  of  captain  Fernandez  de  Ribera,  with 
orders  to  take  an  exadt  account  of  all  the  particri- 
lars  he  might  learn  ;  to  omit  nothing  to  gain  the 
good  will  6f  the  inhabitants  ;•  and,  tor  that  pul*- 
pofe,  not  to  he  iparing  of  prefents,  with  y^iidh 
he  abundantly  fupplied  hinj.  "    .     •! 

5ome  time  after  the  departure  of  this  c%)t?^, 
the  governor  received  a    letter  from  Memio!^ 
that  all  the  itihabitants  of  the  <5ountry,  where  ^c 
had  fent  hirn,^  were  enraged  igainft  the  !5pafi]af 
and  firmly  refolved  not  to  fuffef  them  m  fe  couii- 

try; 
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try  ;  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  a  great  humbef 
of  thefe  barbarians,  and  muft  having  fellcn  a  viftim 
to  their  fury  with  his  whole  detachment,  had  he 
not  ordered  fome  blunderbuflcs  to  be  difcharged 
at  them,  by  which  two  were  killed,  and  the  reft 
{o  terrified,  that  they  immediately  fled  to  the 
mountains ;  that,  after  their  retreat,  he  had  enter- 
ed their  towns,  where  he  found  a  great  deal  of 
provifions,  which  he  fent  them  word  he  was  ready 
to  pay  as  much  for,  as  they  themfeh^es  thought 
proper  to  require  5  but  that,  inftead  of  liftening 
to  reaibn,  they  t^turaed  in  great  numbers;  fet 
fire  to  their  houies,  and  even  fent  to  invite 
their  nei^bours  to  their  affiftance.  In  anfwer  to 
this  letter,  Don  Alvarez  ordered  Mendoza  to  omit 
nothing  to  make  them  liften  to  reafon  ;  and,  if  he 
faw  no  profp^ft  of  fucceft,  to  go  fbmewhere  elfe 
in  queft  of  provifions.  .  To  this,  Mendoza  replied^ 
that  thefe  people  were  become  from  day  to  day 
ntore  intractable,  and  that  the  Guararopos  were 
already  come  to  thdr  affiftance. 
j  The  twenty-fourth  of  January,  of  the 

544-  following  year,  Francis  de  Ribera  arrived 
at  King's-port  With  his  guide,  the  fix  Spaniards,, 
and  three  out  of  the  eleven  Guaranis,  the  governor 
had  fent  along  with  him.  Don  Alvarez  was  over-^ 
joyed  to  fee  him,  as  the  other  eight  Guaranis; 
who  had  fled  back  in  a  panic,  to  the  camp^ 
had  given  him  to  underiland,  that  the  reft  of 
the  party  hkl  been  all  cut  to  pieces.  Ribera 
reported,  that,  at  firft,  he  marched  for  the  ipacd 
of  twenty  days,  to  the  weft,  by  fiich  bad  roads^ 
that  he  fbmetimes  could  not  make  above  half  a 
league  a  day  ;  that  he  never  came  ftiort  of  fowl, 
hogSy  and  atitas,  which  the  Indians  killed  with 
their  arrows,  and  fbmetimes  even  with  fticks  j 
that  he  likewife  found  a  great  deal  of  hoiiey  in 
the  hollows  of  trees,  and  every  where  plenty  of 
Vol.  L  1  wild 
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wild  fruits ;    that,  abopt   the  twentieth  day  he 
arrived    on    the    banks    of   a  river,    where  he 
caught  fome  Ihads  of  an  exquifite  tafte ;  that, 
after  croffing  this  river,  he  met  with  an  Indian, 
who  wore  a  chin-piece  of  filver,  and  ear-rings  of 
gold  J  that,  having  fliown  the  man  who  came  out 
to  meet  him,  a  brafs  candleftick,  and  afked  him 
if  there  was  any  fuch  metal  in  his  country,  he 
anfwered,  that  there  was  fome  of  the  fame  colour, 
but  much  more  beautiful,    and  which,  befides, 
did  not  ftink  like  his  ;    that  having  then  produced 
a  plate  of  tin,  the  Indian  told  him,  that  his  white 
metal,  likewife,  was  much  finer  ;    that  they  made 
of  it  crowns,    bracelets,    plates,   and  pails,    and 
feveral  other  utenfils  ;   that,  this  man,  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  and  making  figns  to  him  to  follow  him, 
he  foon  after  fpied  a  large  houfe,  from  whence  they 
were  removing  a  great  deal  of  cotton  clothes,  and 
feveral  pieces  of  furniture,  among  which  he  per- 
ceived bracelets,  hatchets,  and  feveral  things  of 
that  kinn,  all  made  of  filver  ;   that  he  was  very 
well  received  in  this  houfe,  which  proved  to  be 
that  of  his  conductor,  who  ordered  his  guefts  to  be 
be  ferved  with  wine  made  of  maiz  ;    that  the 
flaves,  who  attended  them,  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  there  were  other  Indians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,- called  PcpfzunoeZy  and  among  them  were 
fome  chriftians,  the  only  name  thefe  Indians  give 
the  Spaniards ;  that  there  appeared,  the  next  mo- 
rnent,  fome  men  painted  all  over,  and  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows  ;    that  the  mailer  of  the  houfe 
took  up  arms  on  their  arrival ;    that  the  Spaniards' 
obferving    a  great  deal  of  buttle  among  them, 
concluded  their  lives  to  be  in  danger  ;    that,  upon 
this,  he  ordered  his  men  to  go  out ;    and,  on  pre- 
tence of  going  to  look  for  more  Spaniards,  make 
their  retreat  the  fame  way  they  had  advanced  ; 
that  he  and  his  men  had  fcarce  left  the  houfe, 

when 
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^hen  upwards  of  three  hundred  Indians  appeared 
with  a  v«ery  threatening  air,  which  determined 
him  to  make,  with  all  his  men,  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  a  motmtain  in  -the  neighbourhood ;  that 
the  barbarians  purfued  them,  fo  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  gamed  the  mountain,  mod  of 
them  having  been  wounded  in  the  retreat ;  that, 
the  barbarians,  however,  purfued  them  no  further, 
for  fear,  he  fuppofed,  of  meeting  with  more  Spa- 
niards ;  that  by  this  means  they  got  time  to  re- 
cover the  road  by  which  they  had  arrived,  which 
the  eight  Guaranis,  who  arrived  before  them,  had 
probably  recovered  at  the  firft  alarm. 

It  has  been  fince  difcoyered,  that  thefe  Indians, 
called  by  Herrera  Taropeaciez^  were  no  enemies  to 
the  Spaniards ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  peace- 
able peopte,  and  very  hofpitable  to  all  ftrangers 
pdfing  through  their  country,  to  whom  they  are 
very  liberal  of  gold,  filver,  and  provifions  ;  but 
that  the  fight  ot  the  Guaranis  had  exafperated 
them,  as  thde  Indians  had  formerly  committed 
great  ravages,  and  killed  a  great  many  perfbns,  in 
thefe  diftrids. 

In  the  mean  time,  almoft  all  the  Spaniards,  now 
united  at  KingVPort,  were  fallen  uck,  owing,  it 
was  imagined,  to  the  great  inundations  which 
rendered  the  waters  very  muddy  and  unwholefome. 
•The  Indians,  therefore,  no  longer  kept  any  mea- 
fures  with  them  ;  furprized  fome  that  had  wander- 
ed to  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  camp ;  and 
then  killed  and  devoured  them.  Don  Alvarez, 
who  likewife  began  to  be  greatly  out  of  order,  re- 
called Mendoza,  who  informed  him,  that  all  his 
foldiers  w^fe  ill  of  the  fever,  and  that  he  wbuUl 
ismbark  with  them,  as  feon  as  he  could  gather 
provifions  enough ;  a  thing  he  foimd  from  day 
to  day  more  difficult  to  accoitiplifti.  Upon  this, 
the  governor  exerted  himfelf  to  fend  Mendoza  a 

I  2  reinforcement, 
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reinforcement,  which  at  length  enabled  him  to 
compel  the  Indians  to  fell  him,  at  leaft,  proviiions 
enough  for  his  return. 

The  thirtieth,  Fernandez  de  Ribera  arrived  like- 
wife  at  King's-port ;  but  finding  the  governor  in- 
difpofed,  and  hearing  befides,  that  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  fetting  out  on  his  return  to  the  Af- 
fumption,  he  thought  •  he  had  better  wait  till  their 
arrival  there,  to  give  him  an  account  of  his  dif- 
coveries.  Don  Alvarez,  however,  had  not  as  yet 
renounced  all  thoughts  of  puriddng  thofe  he  had 
be^n  himfelf ;  but,  befides  the  uckneis,  which 
daily  encreafed,  the  Paraguay  and  other  rivers  in 
the  neighbourhood  had  overflowed  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  whole  country  looked  like  one  great 
fea,  the  lowlands  being  covered  with  water  to  the 
depth  of  five  fathoms.  The  Indians  informed 
him,  that  thefe  inundations  ^erally  lafl:  four 
months,  and  are  commonly  followed  by  an  in- 
fection in  the  air,  occafioned  by  the  great  quantity 
of  fife  the  waters  leave  behind  then))  to  putrefy 
by  the  great  heat  of  the  fun.  They  added,  that 
thoie  who  did  not  take  care  to  lay  m  a  fufficient 
Hock  of  provifions  againft  this  ieaibn,  w^e  oftea 
i;ed.uced  to  fo  great  a  d^ee  of  wi^nt,  that  the 
AmngeR,  killed  the  weakeft  to  fupport  nature  by 
feeding  on  their  carcafes. 

The  governor  was  very  far  from  being  in  a 
condition  to  wait  for  t^  fall  of  the  waters  ;  and, 
b^^des,  conlidered,  that,  did  he  defor  ever  Co  ihort 
a  time  returning  to  the  Affumption,  fickneis  would 
infallibly  carry  olEf  all  the  fel<&6rs hq  had  ftill  left; 
he  vrsjs  even  fo  bad  himfelf,  that  his  life  was  thought 
to  be  in  no  fmaU  danger.  He,  therefore,  aflembied 
His  council^  to  deliberate  with  them  upon  the  cour & 
propereft  to  be  taken  in  thefe  conjunAures ;  and 
all  agreed  to  embark  without  any  further  delay. 
Upon  thss,  he  immediately  fent  notice  to  all  the 

Indians, 
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Indians,  who  had  given  hoflages  to  him  as  a  fecu' 
rity  for  Aeir  fidelity,  to  come  and  withdraw  them ; 
and,  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  murmuring  at 
this  ftcp,  he  produced  an  order  from  the  Emperor, 
not  to  carry  off  himfelf,  or  permit  others  to  carry 
off,  the  Indians  by  force  out  of  their  country. 

These  orders  gave  fuch  offence  to  the  Spa- 
niards, that  the  governor's  firmnefs  in  caufing 
them  to  be  direftly  obeyed,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  increafe  the  number  of  his  enemies,  which  were 
already  but  too  numerous.  The  revenue-officers 
had,  for  a  long  time  paft,  confpired  his  deftrudlion, 
and  taken  the  fureft  meafure  to  fecure  foccefe 
to  their  wickaJ  defiens.  The  difcontent  among 
the  troops,  who  had  followed  him  in  his  laft  voy- 
age, and  with  which  they  flattered  themfdves  they 
(hould  foon  fee  the  reft  infeftcd,  appeared  to  them 
a  lucky  incident  to  remove  one  of  the  greateft  ob- 
ftacles  they  had  to  furmount^  Be  that  as  it  will, 
Don  Alvarez  embarked  very  much  out  of  order, 
havmg  fcarce  a  fingle  man  left,  capaple  of  work- 
ing his  vefTels,  and  much  icfs  of  defending  them,'  if 
warmly  attacked.  The  Indians,  who  were  no 
ftrangers  to  his  weaknefe,  purfued  him  for  fiafrie 
days ;  but  being  fired  upon,  when  they  drew  top 
near,  they  let  him  reach  tne  Affumptbn,  whdrebe 
arrived  the  8th  of  April,  1544,  without  bfing, 
in  fo  long  a  v<yyage,  but  a  fingle  Spaniard,  called 
Miranda,  who  being  on  a  kind  of  raft,  wsls 
wounded  with  an  arrow  by  the  Guararopas,  and 
killed  on  the  fpot.  -        ": 

On  his  arrival,  he  found  S^azar,  who  cominand- 
ed  during  his  abfence,  very  bufy  in  making  pre- 
parations to  extirpate  the  Agazes,  who  had^  dohc 
nothing  fince  hij  departure .  but  plundeir  the 
country  feats  of  the  Spaniards,  arid  the  towiis  of 
the  Guaranis ;  and  butcher  A\  thofe  that  were  un- 
fortunate enough  to  fell  into  Aeir  hands*     But,  as 

I  3  the 
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the  caraval  was  ready,  which  the  governor  had 
ordered  to  be  built  at  his  fetting  out,  and  he  was 
refolved  to  go  on  board  it  the  moment .  his  health 
would  permit  him ;  and,  befides,  the  difjpofition,  in 
which  he  muft  know  feveral  perfons  were  in  regard 
to  him,  made  him  every  moment  apprehend  a 
domeftic  war,  he  thought  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  embark  during  a  foreign  one  ;  and,  therefore, 
deferred  the  chaftifement  of  the  Agazes  to  another 
opportunity. 

Don  Alvarez,  after  all,  did  not  as  yet  compre- 
hend the  greatnefs  of  the  danger,  with  which  he  was 
threatened  ;    perhaps  he  relied  fo  much  on  his  own 
innocence  and  virtue,    for  proteftion  againft  die 
wicked  ciefigns  of  his  enemies,    that  he  lock  no 
care  toxheck  their  fury,  and  flop  its  propels  ;    or 
^knew  too  little  of  the  motives  of  their  inveteracy 
againft  Kim.     It  was  well  known,  that  he  ftill  in- 
tended to  re-eftablifh  Buenos  Ayres  -,  and  thofe, 
who  had  feized  upon  all  authority  during  his  ab- 
'fence,|foas  to  leave  nothing  but  the  fliadow  of  it 
to  his  delegate,  were  refolved: to  do  all  that  lay 
in  their  power,  to  render  abortive  any  meafures  he 
might  take. for'  thftt  purpofe.     It  is,  in  a  manner, 
pertain,  that  they  had  refolved  to  render  themfelves 
independent  of  the  court ;  and,  to  accompHlh  their 
defign&j  it  was  abfolutely  nece/lary,  they  fliould 
'firft  rid  themfelves  of .  the  only  man,  who  could 
iuccelsfully  oppofe  thern.     Be  that  as  it  will,  there 
J  js  not,  -perhaps,  a.  naorp  (ignal  pr9of  of  the  fpecial 
proteftion  of  heaven  on  the  virtuous  Don  Alvii- 
j*ez,,  than  his  enemies  not.  having  taken  the  (horteft 
and  fureft  method  to  put  him  out  of  the  way.  This 
would  have  coft  them  but  a  fingle  crime^  whereas 
the  inethod  thpy  purfued,  was  no  better  than  a 
tiffiie  of  fraud  and  villainy,  of .  which  they  could 
^  noi  expedl  to  avoid  the  punifhment,  but  by  an  open 
rebellion,  the  fuccefs  of  which  muft  be  very  i^n- 
c^rtaih. 

As 
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As  they  could  not  but  know,  that  the  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  fbundefl-part  of  the  army 
were  extremely  attached  to  him,  they  began .  by 
ipreading  a  report,  that  he  had  formed  a  defign 
of  enriching  all  thofe  who  had  followed  him  to  the 
Indies,  at  the  expence  of  the  private  perfons  in  beft 
circumftances,  whom  he  had  found  there;  and 
gave  notice,  under  hand,  to  all  fuch  perfons,  that 
they  were  firmly  refolved  to  oppofe,  efFedually,  fo 
unjuil;  a  proceeding,  to  prevent  which  it  was  ab- 
folutcly  neceflary  to  put  the  governor  under  an 
arreft.  The  anfwer  to  this  propofal  waa,  that, 
before  taking  fuch  a  ftep,  it  would  be  proper  to 
reprefent  to  him  :the  injuftice  and  bad  policy  of 
what  he  intended,  as  there  was  all  the  rea- 
fon  in  the  world  to  hope,  he  would  pay  due  regard 
to  fuch  reprefentations.  The  force  of  this  argu- 
ment,, thfc  offiQeris  of  the  revenue  .  craftly  eluded, 
by  faying,,  that  they  kne^  him  too  well  to  think 
to  \.  Aat  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  let  him 
know  that  this  projeA  bad  takeif  wind  ;a2id  that  there 
was  no  other  way  kit,  to  avoid  the  evils  with  which 
tiiey  wfi^  thijeatenbd,  but  to  feiac  on  his  perfon, 
as  he .  wQuld  be  the  re$(dier  to  liften  to  their  com- 
platntsl,  .and.Tedrd^i  their  grievances;  that  they 
WQuld^  tfeei^fore,  do. well  tp;nold  themfelves  in  con- 
ftant  readinefe,  till  they  received  notice  what  to  do  ; 
and  that  the  ptefort^oonrbf  the  country,  to  the  Em- 
peror,  depended  on  their  ggod  behaviour.  The 
revenue?<»(ficers  then  aiBgned  the  other^  malqoi>- 
tents  two  .pUces,  whefle  they  were  to.  repairj^  pri^ 
vately  armied^  on  die  firft  notice  of  the  bell  for  re* 
peating  the  .^geMcal  ialaitatiqn.       '-.. 

Thi^  pian  \ya3  executed  without  the  leail:  bulUe 
in  the  city  ;  and,  at  the.  tour  appointed,  Cacerez 
Cabreras  an4  Garciasi  Veja^s  entered  the  houfe 
of  the  governor i,  the*!  cppfined  to  his  bed  by  a  fe- 
ver ;  and,  cry it]^  out,  "  liberty,  liberty,  long  live 
the  Emperor,**  which  was  the  fignal  agreed  upon, 

1  4    '  they 
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they  proceeded  to  his  apartment,  where  they  were 
immediately  admitted  by  one  of  his  fervants,  called 
Pedro  4e  Onate,  whom  they  had  gained  over.  They 
then  introduced  Francifco  de  Mcndoza,  James 
Refquin  Solarzano,  and  the  Portuguefe  Interpreter, 
called  Diego  de  Acofta.  Refquin  immediately  made 
up  to  the  nek  man's  bed,  and  applied  to  his  breaft 
a  bent  crofe-bow,  charged  with  a  poifonous  inftru- 
ment  ofdeftrudtion,  inform  of  a  harpoon.  Two 
other  ruffians  drew  him  out  of  bed,  with  npthii^g 
hut  hisihirt  on,  crying  out,  "  liberty  j"  calling  him 
tyrant ;  and  telling  him  they  would  jnake  him  pay 
feverely  for  all  the  mifchief  he  had  done,  and  in-^ 
tended  to  do.  In  this  manner  they  hurried  hipi 
out  of  his  houfe,  Reiquin  ftill  holding  the  bent 
qrofe-bow  to  his  breaft,  to  hinder  him  ft(»n  fjpeakr 
ing. 

At  the  fight  of  fo  much  infolence  and  crueky, 

even  thofe,  whom  the  |>rincip$l  makontesDts  had 

engaged  to  take  up  arms,  beg^n  to  exclaim  agaiaft 

their  behaviour,  and  only  raifed  their  voices  the 

higher,  on  the  others  endeavourii^  to  fi  Jenqe  them ; 

till,  at  lail,  others  joining  in  their  re&ntment  of 

the  indecent  manner  in  which  the  governor  wai^ 

treated,  they,  from  words,  proceeded'  to  blow8,( 

which  terminated  'in  bk)od(hed<    The  Alguiaai, 

I)on  Francis  de  Iferaiba,  aftd  the  .Alcakie  Mar 

jor,  Ikia  John  Pavon,.  attended  to  difcharge  their 

duty  on  the  occofion  ;  biit  they  wdpe  immediatety 

ftript  of  their  charges.     Purifig  -  the  tiirtiult,  Don 

Alvarez  had  been  removed  to  the  hoi;i(e  of  Ve-^ 

negas ;  and  the  other  revenue-<^5cers,  havkig  di(^ 

perfed  the  multitude^  who  was  crying  oujt,  with 

all  t&eir  might,  to  liave  their  governor  reftored  to 

them,  cnjiered  the  roon^  wbere  be  was  laid  down, 

and  put  irons  on-  his  1^.  They  thm  lia^iired  to  tfe 

boufe  of  Peter  Fernandez,  who  was  both  notary  to 

the  king,  and  fecrctary  to  Don  Alvarez,  and  was 

iifcewife  greatly  indifpofedj  carried  ofFall  ih^  papers 

:  they 
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they  found  in  his  pofleffion ;  and  condudted  him  pri- 
(oner,  alc»ig  widi  Barthelmi  Gonzalez,  to  the  houfe 
of  the  Kind's  lieutenant.    A  proclamation  was  then 
pubMflied  m  the  name  of  the  revenue-dficers,  for- 
bidding all  perfons,  already  in  their  houfes,  to 
appear  abroad,  on  pain  of  death ;  at  the  fame  time, 
that  their  £itellites  took  care  to  clear  the  ftreets  of  all 
t}lofe  they  found  in  them,  forcing  (bme  home,  and 
others,  who  had  moft  openly  taken  the  governor's 
part,  into  the  publick  prifons,  out  of  which  all  t'le 
criminals  were  removed,  to  make  room  for  them. 
This  done,  the  officers  of  the  revenue  repaired  to 
Ae  govcf  nw's  hooft  i   feized  upon  all  his  papers, 
his  commiffions,  the  writings  belonging  to  the  pro- 
ceedings tlut  had  been  heretofore  fet  on  foot  againft 
themfSras ;  in  a  word,  all  his  effefts,  which  they 
dep(^ted  withperibns  on  whom  they  imaginedthey 
could  depend.    They  dien  crowned  their  work  by 
feizing  on  all  the  briganitines,  which  the  caravel  Don 
Alvarez  had  caufed  to  «c  built  at  his  own  expcnce. 
The  day  following,  they  publiflied,  by  beat  of 
drum,   an  ^der  for  the  inhabitants  to  meet  die 
next  day,  before  the  houfe  of  the  King's  lieutenant, 
Don  Domingt)  Martina  de  Irala ;  and,  when  the 
mhabitants  were  all  aflembled,  made  their  appear- 
ance diemfelves,  with  a  multitude  of  armed  men  ; 
and  caufed  the  pubiide  cryer  to  read,  with  a  loud 
voice,  a  paper  importing,  that  they  had  caufed 
Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  de  Vaca  to 
be  put  under    arreft,    in    confequence  of  their 
having  received  certain  intelligence,  that  he  had 
form^  a  defign  of  ftripf)ing  the  rieheft  inhabitants 
of  their  efiedts,  in  order  to  provide  for  his  crea- 
ittres,  and  c^  eftablifhing  an  arbitral^  an4  tyran- 
ttcal  government  upon   the  ruins  e^  iaftrfiil  au- 
tfaority«    Nothing  can    be  more  incopfknt,  and 
eafy  to  feduce,  than  the  multitude  ;    and,  acoord- 
kigfy,  die  paUication  of  this  piece  was  foUowed 
py  an  almoft  general^  apptai^.    ^e  officers  of 
•'"'"■■'-  ^  ^  the 
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the  revenue,  who,  at  firft,  had  been  confidered  as 
rebels,  were  now  acknowlec^ed  in  quality  of  re- 
ftorers  of  the  publick  hbcrty ;  and  took  advantage 
of  the  good  humour  of  the  people,  to  acquaint  them, 
that  the  king's  lieutenant  was  to  command  in  the 
city,  with  the  fame  authority  the  governor  had 
done,  till  his  nwjefty's  further  intentions  fliould  be, 
known..  This  ftcp  confirmed  many  perfons  in  their 
opinion,  that  Irala  had  been,  underhand,  the  foul 
of  all  this  intrigue ;  especially  as  one  in  his  place 
ftiould  have  oppofed  fuch  diibrders;  or,  atleaft, 
refufed  from  the  hands  of  rebels,  an  authority  they 
had  no  right  to  difpofe  of  His  friend,  Pedro 
Diaz  del  Valle,  was  at  the  fanie  time  deplared 
Alcalde  major. 

The  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  then  publi(hed,  that 
they  would  immediately  continue  the  difcoveries,. 
which  Don  Alvarez  had  but  juft  begun.  Jn  this 
they  had  two  views  ;  the  firft  was  to  fend.QUt 
of  the  way  all  thofe,  efpeciaUy  of  the  military, 
ffom  whom  they  had  any  thing  to  apprehend  in. fa- 
vour of  their  prifoner ;  the  fecond,  to  amafs  a  great 
deal  of  gold  and  filver,  of  which  the  late,  expe- 
dition of  Don  Alvarez  had  iaffprded  them  the  prof- 
pe£t,  in  hopes  tl^  fight. of  it  niight  induce  thei 
Emperor  ta  approve  their  proceedings.  But  they, 
ibon  found,  that,,  though  it  Biay.be  an  erfy  mattet 
to  impofe,  for  forae  time,  on  the  multitude,  it  is,  on 
account  of  their  'inconftan<;y,^  equally  difficult  tc) 
intereft  them  fo  far  in  rfie,  purfyit  of  any  unjuft 
meafures,  as  to  make  thernJftiflie  that  natural  fenfe 
of  equity,  fo  remarkable  :.K\f  them ;  and.  which  al- 
ways affords  fq.good  an  opportunity  pf  bringing 
them  back  to  tHeir  duty.  Thofe  of  the  Aflumption 
had  even  already  begun  to  fee  their  miftake;  and 
were  moft  of  them  feized  with  fuch.a  panic,,  at  the 
thoughts  of  this. new  voyage,^  riiat  nothipg  sjsas  tP 
be  heard,'  but  the  confufed  hv^  of  people:  cryi?tg 

out  for  tl^eir  lawful  gpvernpr.      .  i      / . 

To 
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To  prevent  the  confequences  of  the  people  com- 
ing to  themfelves  again,  the  confpirators  fent  fome 
of  Don  Alvarez's  moft  zealous  advocates  to  prifori  ; 
and  placed^ards  at  the  gates  of  the  churches,  to 
hinder  the  reft,  who  had  taken  refuge  there,  from 
making  their  efcape.  They,  likewife,  placed 
guards  at  all  the  avenues  to  Venegas's  houfe,  where 
the  governor  was  confined ;  and  doubled  his  other 
guards.  But  this  feverity  ferved  only  to  exafperate 
the  foldiery,  and  the  populace ;  for  which  reafon, 
the  confpirators  publiftied,  that  the  firft  comr  lo- 
tion in  his  favour  fliould  coft  him  his  life.  They 
would  even  have  obliged  him,  with  •  a  naked  poig- 
nard  to  his  breaft,  to  fign  an  order  to  the  army  not 
to  ftir  in  his  favour,  if  they  had  any  regard  left  for 
him;  but  he  had  already  taken  this  precaution. 
All  thefe  fteps,  however,  were  infufficient  to  quiet 
his  enemies,  who  from  time  to  time  threatened  to 
murder  him,  and  throw  his  head  out  to  the  multi- 
tude, in  cafe  any  one  undertook  to  refcue  him  out 
pf  their  hands.  Nay,  they  pitched  upon  four  men, 
whom  they  fwore,  in  the  Emperor's  name,  to  dis- 
patch Don  Alvarez,  at  the  firft  order. 

Don  Alvarez,  all  this  time,  was  confined, 
though  tob  fick  to  get  out  of  bed,  in  a  room  fo  very 
damp,  that  the  grafs  grew  under  his  bed  ;  and  fb 
very  dark,  that  it  was  found  neceffary  to  keep  a 
Jiamp  continually  burning  over  his  bolfter.  One 
Bernard  de  Sola,  an  infamous  wretch,  whom  Don 
Alvarez  had  flighdy  puniftied  for  fome  crime  that 
deferved  death,  and  wKo,  inftead  of  gratitude  for 
the  favour  ftiewn  him,  retained  nothing  but  refent- 
ment  for  the  chaftifeajent  he  had  fufFered,  never 
quitted  this  chamber.  This  room  had  two  doors, 
which  were  kept  conftantly  ftiut ;  and  the  guard 
^bout  the  houfe,  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  The  jM:ifi>nej:,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  pre- 
jcautions,had  thegood  fortune  of  being  well  informed 

of 
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of  every  thing  it  was  proper  he  fhould  know,  by 
means  of  notes  brought  him  by  an  Indian  woman, 
whofe  bufineft  it  was  to  provide  him  with  viftuals, 
though  they  took  care  to  (have  her  head,  and  not 
fufFer  her  to  wear  any  thing  to  fupply  the  place  of 
her  hair ;  and  even  always  examined  her,  before 
(he  entered  the  houfe,  witn  the  moft  fcrupufous  and 
indecent  attention,  {o  far  as  to  look  into  her  mouth 
and  ears.  But  they  never  thought  of  cxaminin| 
her  toes ;  lb  that,  though  barefooted,  flie  founi 
means  to  conceal  between  them  a  note,  and  fbme 
blank  paper  in  feveral  folds,  with  fo  much  dexteri- 
ty, that  they  never  took  the  leaft  notice  of  them. 
As  foon  as  ftie  was  feated  at  the  bed's-head,  (he 
pulled  out  both  one  and  the  other,  while  (he  ap- 
peared to  be  only  fcratching  her  feet ;  then,  watch-- 
mg  the  moment  that  Sofa  happened  to  turn  his  back, 
clapped  them  into  the  hands  of  the  governor,  who, 
having  read  the  note  with  the  (ame  precaution,  an- 
fwered  it  by  the  means  of  a  powder,  made  of  a 
kind  of  earth  found  in  the  country,  which,  diluted 
with  fpittle,  aflumes  a  black  colour. 

The  officers  of  the  revenue  foon  perceived  the  ef- 
fedls  of  this  contrivance ;  and,  not  knowing  to  whom 
to  attribute  them,  fuborned  ibme  young  fellows  to 
debauch  Don  Alvarez's  provedore.  But,  thourii 
/he  eafily  gave  up  her  oiafttty,  (he  fcrupdoufly 
preferved  ner  integrity.  On  tnefe  occaiions,  wo- 
men are  rtiore  difcreet  than  men.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  commandant  and  the  revenue-officers 
omitted  nodiing,  to  make,  every  one  for  himfelf, 
as  many  creatures  as  poffible,  and  met  with  great 
iuccefs  9  as,  whoever  lock  part  with  them,  might, 
without  fear  of  punilhment,  go  into  the  Indian 
towns  J  carry  off  both  wives  and  daughters ;  take 
by  force,  and  without  payment,  every  thing  they 
found  there  to  their  liking ;  and  dWige  the  rncii 

■■■•.•    'to 
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to  wozk  for  them  without  any  confideration.  The 
Indians  cc»npiained  of  thefe  outrages ;  but  their 
complaints  were  not  iiftened  to ;  which  determin- 
ed feverai  of  them,  to  take  refuge  in  the  moun- 
tains, abng  with  their  families ;  and  the  pious  Don 
Alvarez,  who  received  notice  of  their  flight,  forgot 
the  injuries  done  himfelf,  to  think  only  on  the  mi- 
kry  the  poor  fugitives  were  expofed  to ;  particu- 
ly  the  danger  of  lofmg  the  religion,  they  had  (b 
lately  embraced. 

His  enemies,  who  apprehended  other  confe- 
quences  from  this  defertion  of  the  Indians,  were 
not  afhamed,  in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  it,  to  permit 
fuch,  as  had  not  as  yet  embraced  chriftianity,  to  feed 
upon  human  flefh;  and,  tell  them,  that  it  was 
through  mere  perverfeneis,  Don  Alvarez  had  for- 
bid  than  the  ufe  of  it.  The  Spaniards,  who  ftill 
dared  to  expreis  any  regard  for  him,  fared  no  bet*- 
ter  than  the  Indians ;  fo  that  many  of  diem,  like^ 
wife,  thought  proper  to  remove.  But  they  were 
imniediately  purfued,  and  all  thofe,  that  were  over- 
taken, put  into  irons.  Some  of  the  clergy,  who 
(poke  of  thefe  transitions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to. 
let  their  hearers  underfbuxl  what  they  thought  of 
them,  were  treated  with  equal  feverity.  In  fine, 
feverai  private  peribns  were,  for  the  fame  pret^id- 
ed.&ul^whipped  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man, and  fame  of  them  condemned  to  the  gallows. 
In.odier  refpedts,  all  were  left  at  liberty,  to  &y  and 
do  what  they  pkafed,  whilft  the  authors  of  all  thefe 
diforders  bad  the  impudence  to  boafl  their  zeal 
for  die  9»d  of  die  publtck^  and  the  Emperor's 


Ik  fin^  ao  lefs  dian  fifty  Spaniards  made  die  beft 
of  dwrwiayiaiaSnGDl)  in  order  to  fail  from  thence 
10  SoBia,  ^ttid  infbnn  die  EmpeFor*s  council  of  the 
dOffinble  omdilioi^  4£  tk&  i^^ovkK^e.  But  what 
.Apprized  people  mtAp  was,  that  the  two  friars,  who, 

as 
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as  we  have  before  related,  had  formerly  taken  the 
fame  road,  in  order  to  complain  of  Don  Alvarez 
to  the  Emperor,  now  fet  out  again,  by  the  fame 
way,  and  on  the  fame  errand,  with  the  confent,  or 
perhaps  at  the  requeft,  of  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue. Thefe  ruffians,  however,  began  at  laft  to  con- 
fider,  that,  as  long  as  Don  Alvarez  remained  at  the 
Affumption,  their  power  would  be  very  precarious. 
They  had  (hewn  themfelves  capable  of  the  blackefl: 
crimes  ;  and  many  perfons  began  to  fuipeft,  that 
they  had  compleated  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities 
by  a  parricide.  But  he,  who  has  fet  bounds  to 
the  fea,  which  in  its  greateft  fury  it  can  never 
tranfgrefs,  arrefts,  when  he  pleafes^'  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  fcruple  not  to  commit  the  greateft  crimes, 
when  neceffary  to  gratify  their  unruly  paffions. 
The  inhabitants  now  learned,  when  they  leaft 
thought  of  it,  that  orders  had  been  given  to  equip 
one  of  Don  Alvarez's  brigantines  to  carry  him  to 
Spain;  and  that,  his  enemies  had  impofed  upon 
themfelves  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  think  they  had 
formed  a  procefs  againft  him,  which  the  Emperor 
an4  his  council  could  not  but  approve.  They  like- 
wife  diftributed  to  different  perfons,  the  forms  of  let- 
ters, which  they  were  to  write  to  their  friends  in 
Spain,  to  reprefent  the  Governor  as  the  moft  profli- 
.gate  and  abandoned  wretch  on  the  face  of  the  earth- 
Qn  the  other  hand,  his  zealous  fervants  did  not 
forget  him.  They  caufed  judicial  informations  to 
be  taken  of  every  thing  that  had  happened ;  and, 
along  with  feveral  authentic  pieces,  which  Don 
Alvarez  had  put  into  their  hands  before  his  con- 
finement, enclofed  them  in  a  beam,  hollowed  for 
that  purpofe,  which  they  found  means  to  have 
nailed  to  the  ftem  of  the  brigantine ;  '  thc^car^ 
penters,  whom  they  gained  over,  alledging  ihat 
this  precaution  was  neceflary  to  ftrengthcfti  die 
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veffel  fufficiently  for  Co  long  a  voyage.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  populace,  who  knew  nothing  of 
all  thefe  meafures,  were  ftill  under  the  greateft  un- 
eafinefs  about  the  fate  of  their  governor,  whom  fe- 
veral  imagined  his  enemies  would  never  have  aflu- 
rance  enough  to  fend  to  Spain.  It  was  even  uni- 
verfally  whifpered,  that  it-  was  merely  to  hide  his 
death,  they  gave  out  he  was  returning  to  Spain. 
Upon  this,  therefore,  they  brought  into  his  room 
two  ecclefiaftics,  and  two  gentlemen,  whom  the 
inhabitants  had  no  reafon  to  fufpedt ;  and  who  dif- 
iipated  their  apprehenfions  by  afluring  them,  that 
they  had  feen  the  governor  full  of  life.  The  con- 
fpirators  then  declared,  that,  if  the  Emperor 
thought  proper  to  fend  Don  Alvarez  back  to  Pa- 
raguay, and  re-eftabli(h  him  in  his  employments, 
they  would  receive  him  with  all  the  fubmiffion  due 
to  his  Majefty's  orders  ;  and  even  added,  that  the 
two  revenue-officers,  who  were  to  embark  on  board 
the  feme  (hip  with  him,  would,  on  their  arrival  in 
Spain,  furrender  themfelves  prifoners,  till  their  pro- 
ceedings were  examined  and  approved  of. 

Th  e  Brigantme  being  ready  to  put  to  fea, 
545-  Cabrera  and  d'Orantez  repaired  by  night  to 
Don  Alvarez's  room,  who  was  now  very  ill ;  and 
taking  him  up  in  their  arms  carried  him  to  the 
ftreet  door.  The  fick  man  looking  up  to  heaven, 
at  this  time  very  bright,  and  which  he  had  not  leen 
fince  the  day  he  was  put  under  arreft,  begged  they 
would  permit  him  to  thank  God  for  having  once 
more  granted  him  that  fetisfadlion,  and  threw  hini- 
felf  on  his  knees.  Two  foldiers  then  took  him  ^p 
tocarry  him  a  (hip-board ;  when  finding  himfelffiir- 
roimded  with  a  crowd  of  people  drawn  together  by 
the  report  of  his  departure,  he  raifed  his  voice  and 
cried  out,  "  Gentlemen,  I  take  you  to  witnefs,  that 
I  appomt  Don  Juan  de  Salazar  de  Efpinofa  to  com-^ 
mand  in  this  province,  till  his  Majefty  has  fent  you 

another 
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another  governor."  He  could  lay  no  more,  ds  Va- 
negas,  cladpinjg  a  poignard  to  his  breaft,  threa^ 
tened  to  bury  it  in  his  heart,  if  he  (poke  another 
word ;  and  even  went  {o  far  as  to  give  him  a  flight 
wound.  The  ruffians  then  commanded  the  men, 
who  carried  Don  Alvarez,  to  prefs  forward  as  faft 
as  they  could ;  and,  when  they  had  him  fafe  on  board, 
ordered  him  to  be  put  down  on  the  ftern,  between 
two  planks,  laid  {o  clofe  together,  that  he  could 
not  turn  himfelf  Cabrera  and  Vanegas  embark- 
ed on  board  the  fame  fliip ;  and  Irala  fent  with  them 
a  perfon  called  Lope  de  Ugarte,  to  have  an  eye  to 
his  interefts  at  court.  This  man  was  one  of  diofe, 
who  had  the  greateft  hand  in  all  the  exceflfes  com* 
mitted  againft  the  governor,  but  like  his  mafter, 
had  not  declared  himfelf  publickly  ;  for  which  rear 
ion,  Cabrera  and  Vanegas  flattered  themfelve^,  that 
in  Spain,  no  one  would  form  any  fu(picions  to  their 
prejudice. 

As  foon  as  all  were  embarked,  the  two  revenue- 
officers,  who  remained  behind  at  the  Affiimption, 
impriibned  Don  Juan  de  Salazar  andEftopinian 
Cabeca  de  Vaqa,  nephew  to  Don  Alvarez,  and  two 
days  after  fent  them  on  board  a  fecond  brigantine, 
which  foon  overtook  the  firli.  The  conlpiratofs 
muft  have  had  very  flrong  reaftnis  to  fend  thefe  two 
officers  to  Spain,  as  they  were  men  of  great  birth 
and  merit.  But,  bcfides  their  being  greatly  efteejn- 
ed  by  the  garrifon,  which,  therefore,  might  rangjs 
itfelf  under  their  orders,  they  were,  perhaps,  put 
on  fliip-board,  merely  to  be  treated  in  the  fiunae  man-* 
ner  with  the  governor,  whom,  it  appears^  his  cfie- 
mies  had  refolved  to  put  out  of  the  way.  It  is,  at 
leaft,  certain,  that  Don  Alvarez,  having  requefted^ 
that  two  of  his  fervants,  who  had  fbUowed  him  a 
fliip-board,  might  be  permitted.to  drefs  his  yiduate 
for  him,  and  ferve  them  up  to  him,  was  denied  tjhul 
finall  favour,  and  a  Bifcayen,  caUed  Me^hiq^  had 

orders 
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orders  to  perform  the  firll  part  of  this  office ;  and 
then  deliver  what  he  had  prepared  into  the  hands 
of  Ugarte,  who  was  to  perform  the  fecond.  But 
Don  Alvarez  imriiediately  perceived,  that  his  vic- 
tuals were  feafoned  with  arfenic,  againft  which  he 
had  no  other  way  of  fecyring  himfelf,  but  by  vo- 
miting himfeif  violendy  with  a  little  oil,  of  which 
he  had  taken  on  board  a  fmall  quantity.  After 
having  gone  on  iri  this  manner  for  three  days  fuc- 
ceffively,  he  declared  he  would  ho  longer  take  any 
thing  but  from  the  hands  of  his  ovi^n  fervants ;  upon 
which  the  revenue-officers  told  him  very  coolly,  that 
lie  might -ftarve  hinifelf,  if  he  pleafed ;  for  that  no 
one  (hould  hinder  him.  Accordingly  they  fuf- 
fered  him  to  go  without  any  fupport  for  feveral  days, 
till,  finding  himfelf  very  far  gone,  and  that  his  ene- 
mies wiftied  only  for  hist  deatn,  he  took  every  thing 
they  gave  him ;  continuing  to  have  rebourfe  to  his 
oil,  as  ofben  as  he  found  any  oijcafiofl  for  it/ 

Besides  Salazar  tod  Cabeca  de  Vaca,  the  con- 
Ifrirators  had  embatfced;  as^  pi?ifoners,  on  board  the 
ficond  fliip,  Pedro  Fernandez  and  kuiz  Miranda- 
Several  other  perfons  obtained  leave  to  return  to 
Spain  by  the  fame  oppof  tunim  and,  among  the  reft, 
fether  Juan  de  Salazar  a  religicai^  of  la  Mferci ;  btit, 
iirft,  they  made  him  promifey  not  to  intferpofe  in  fa- 
vour df  Don  Ahrarez.  Cabrera  and  Vanegas,  how- 
ever, thought  this  was  rxinning  tooi  great  a  rifk,  and 
fcnt '.  them  back  to  the  Aflumption  oa  board  the 
fiurie  Ihip,  that' had  brought  thern  out ;  and,  along 
^th  them!,  the-r^o  fen^ts  of  Don  AWarez  to  the 
igreat  grief  of  :their  mailer.  i 

;.  The  odier  brigantine,  with  Don  Alvarez  ou'board, 
had  fcarce  bft  fight  of  land,  when  there  «pfe*  fo  fu- 
.  ridns  a  ftorm,  that  the  moft  ^5c^riencedltnarmefs 
gaitf e  rfiemfelves ,  up  for  loft,  Updnthis,  the  two 
rivcnue-officers,  who  thought  themfeJves  at  the 
point  of  being  isrraigiied  at  tnatgre^t  tribuoaLfrom 
.:'  Vol*.  I;  K  whence 
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whence  there  is  ho  appeal,  and  where  truth  can  nei- 
ther be  ftifled  nor  difguifed,  felt  all  the  weight  of 
their  crimes.  Nay  the  pangs  of  their  confcience, 
extorted  from  them  a  public  confeffion  of  all  their 
iniquities,  and  forced  them  to  declare,  that  they  now 
plainly  faw,  that  the  arm,  which  revenges  oppref- 
fed  innocence,  had  ftirred  up  the  elements  againft 
them.  Cabrera  took  off  the  governor's  irons  with 
his  own  hands  ;  and,  along  with  Vanegas,  kiffed 
his  feet.  They  then,  with  a  loud  voice,  aiked  his 
pardon  for  all  the  injuries  they  had  done  him,  and 
authentically  recanted  all  the  falfe  reports  they  had 
fpread  to  the  prejudice*  of  his  honour  ;  adding  that 
diey  had  taken  a  thoufand  falfe  oaths  to  deftroy  him. 
Laftly,  they  conjured  him,-  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
forgive  them  all  thefe  enormities;  and  not  ruin 
them,  in  cafe  they  efcaped,  in  the  eyes  of  his  im- 
perial Majefty. 

Don  Alvarez  promifed  them  every  thing  they 
aiked,  and  affured  them,  that  he  forgot  all  that  was 
paft.  In  the  mean  time,  the  ftorm,  after  raging 
four  days  without  intermiflion,  had  entirely  ful> 
lided,  and  the  whple  (hip's  company  looked  upoa 
themfelves  as  indebted  to  the  virtue  and  merits  ot 
fo  holy  a  man,  for  their  unexpected  deliverance. 
The  brigantine,  after  this,  failed  two  thoulandfive 
hundred  leagues  without  making  land ;  fb  that  the 
people  on  board  foon  faw  themfelves  reduced  to  a 
little  meal,  which  they  made  into  cakes  with  hog's 
lard ;  for  the  revenue-officers  fcarce  (aw  themfelves 
out  of  danger  of  perifhing  by  (hipwreck,  than  the 
fear  of  God's  judgments  riiade  way  in  their  wicked 
hearts  for- that  of  their  fovereign's  anger,  againft 
which  Don  Alvarez's  promifes  they  imagmed 
would  be  but  a  (lender  fecurity,  after  the  publick 
cppfeffion  they  had  made.  They,  therefore,  chofe 
.to  keep  to  fea,  though  in  danger  of  peri(hing  by 
^Jiupger,  rather  than  by  touching  at  the  Brazil^  or 
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iHlifpaniola,  expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  be- 
ing arrefted  there.  At  length,  after  a  three  months 
dreadful  navigation,  the  immediate  propped  of  fa- 
mine oWiged  them  to  put  into  the  Azores,  where, 
immediately  on  landing,  they  waited  on  the  com- 
mander of  the  fort  to  acquaint  him,  that  they  had 
on  board  a  man,  who,  in  his  paflage  by  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands,  had  plundered  that  of  Santiago;  and 
that  he  might  do  whatever  he  pleafed  with  him. 

The  commander,  furprifed  at  fuch  an  accufation, 
began  to  fulped  the  truth  of  it*  **  What  you  tell 
me  (faid  he)  cannot  be  true.  Is  there  a  private 
man  living  bold  enough  to  affront  my  matter,  .who, 
befides,  does  not  leave  his  ports  defencelefs  enough 
t6  be  fo  eafily  infulted  ?"  Confounded  with  this  an- 
fwer,  the  meaning  of  which  they  thoroughly  com- 
prehended, they  immediately  retired  without  ma- 
king any  reply ;  and,  leaving  their  prifoner  on  board 
the  brigantine,  went  on  board  another  fliipjuft  fet- 
ting  fail  for  Spain,  where  they  arrived  twelve  days 
before  him,  and  gave  out  that  he  was  gone  to  Por- 
tugal to  communicate  his  difcoveries  to  the  court  of 
Lifbon.  They  then  repaired  to  Valladolid,  where 
the  court  then  happened  to  be,  and  laid  before  the 
council  all  their  memorials,, with  all  the  papers  they 
had  prepared  in  fupport  of  them.. 

Unhappily  for  them,  the  Royal  Council  of  the 
Indies  had  at  this  time  fQr  prefident,  Don  Sebaftian 
Ramirez  Fuenfcal,  bifhop  of  Cuenca,  who  to  the 
greatefl  knowledge  of  American  affairs  joined  the 
greatefl  integrity  and  circumfpedlion.  He  had  been 
befpre  prelident  of  the  RoyaJ  Audience  of  San-Do- 
mingo, and  of  that  of  New  Spain ;  and  his  great  ex- 
perience made  him  imraefiiately  fulpedl,  aad  fbon 
difcover  the  wicked  defigns  of  thefe  mifcrea^^ts,  who 
ftrove  artfully  to  conceal  their  machinations  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  an  unlimited  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  public.    He ,  was  even  preparing  to 
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make  a  public  example  of  them,  when  death  in- 
terpofed  to  the  great  regret  of  all  the  kingdom. 
Don  Alvarez,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  at  Vallado- 
lid  ;  and,  the  very  night  of  his  arrival,  his  two  ac- 
cufers  fet  but  for  Madrid,  where  the  court  was  about 
to  remove  a  few  days  after.  Garcias  Vanegas  died 
fuddenly,  without  having  time  to  utter  a  fingle 
word,  and  his  eyes  ftarting  out  of  their  fockets ; 
and,  pretty  much  about  the  fame  time,  Cabrera  ex- 
pired, after  killing  his  wife,  in.  a  fit  of  madnefs.  We 
are  alfo  told,  that  the  two  Friaf  s,  who  went  from  the 
AiTumption  to  Brazil,  in  order  to  pafs  from  thence 
into  Spain  with  memorials  againft  Don  Alvarez, 
died  fuddenly,  and  in  a  very  deplorable  manner. 

But,  though  Don  Alvarez  had  now  no  longer 
any  enemies  in  Spain,  and  the  juftice  of  God,  fo  ug- 
nally  difplayed  againft  his  accufers,  fcemed  more 
than  fufficient  to  prove  his  innocence,  he  was  not 
fully  acquitted  of  every  thing  laid  to  his  charge  in 
lefe  than  eight  years ;  nor  did  the  council  think  pro- 
per *to  fend  him  back  to  Paraguay,  left  his  prefence 
there  fhould  occafion  frefti  difturbances.     Nay,  he 
did  not,-  all  this  time,  receive  any  reward  for  his 
fervices,  nor  any  indemnification  for  the  lofles  he 
had  incurred,  and  the  dilbiu-fements  he  had  made, 
in  the  emperor's  fervice.    This  delay  is  attributed 
to  his  Majefty's  long  abfence  from  his  Sp^nifli  ter- 
ritories.    At  laft,  the.  Emperot  granted  him  a  pen- 
fion  of  two  thoufand  gold  crowns,  and  gave  him  a 
place  in  the  Royal  Audience  of  Seville,  where  he  di- 
ed in  a  very  advanced  age.     I  have,  indeed,  feen  a 
jrtielliorial,  in  which  it  is  laid,  that  he  was  immedi- 
ately gratified  with  a^eat  in  the  Royal  Goiracil  of 
the  Indies.     But,  though  his  fovereign  mijght  have 
ampiy-fewarded  him  for  all  his  fervices,  he  ne- 
ver indemnified  him  for  all  his  fufferin^gs,  nor  pro- 
perly acknowledged  the  heroic  matiner, .  in  which 
Tie  bore  the  many  indignities  that  had  beeft  offered 
-  him. 
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him.  At  this,  however,  we  are  not  to  be  furpri- 
zed.  There  are  virtues  which  no  earthly  monarch 
.  can  do  juftiee  to.  Thofe,  who  think,  and  aft  up 
to  the  great  principles  of  chriftianity,  know  that 
God  alone  can  be  their  reward. 

The  flownefs  of  thefe  proceedings  may,  indeed, 
in  fome  meafure  be  accounted  for,  by  the  diftance 
of  Paraguay,  from  whence  it  was  requifite  to  have 
judicial  informations ;  as  well  as  by  the  long  abfence 
of  the  Emperor  from  his  hereditary  dominions. 
Befides,  this  great  and  good  man,  might,  agree- 
able to  his  known  difjpofition,  put  up  with  the  tefti- 
mony  of  his  confcience ;  and,  therefore,  gave  him- 
felf  very  little  trouble  to  folicit  his  judges,  and  en- 
gage them  to  terminate  the  profecution  againft 
him,  though  he  knew  it  muft  end  greatly  to  his  ad-; 
vantage.  But  what  did  him  moft  honour,  was, 
that  he  never  let  fall  a  fingle  word  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  enemies,  or  that  could  bear  hard  upon  Don 
Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala,  even  after  he  had 
learned  how  unworthily  this  officer  had  adted  in 
regard  to  him,  after  his  departure  from  the  Af- 
fumption,  as  we  ftiall  prefently  relate.  However, 
thq  agent,  whom  Irala  fent  over  to  take  care  of  his 
interefts  at  court,  could  never  obtain  leave  to  re- 
turn to  Paraguay.  All  that  now  remains  to  cdm- 
pleat  the  hiftory  of  Don  Alvarez  is,  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  voyage  undertaken,  by  his  orders, 
by  captain  Fernandez  de  Ribera,  and  of  which 
Don  Alvarez  himfetf  heard  nothing  till  hisj  arrival 
in  Spain. 

Ribera,  as  has  been  already  faid,  fet  out  from 
King's-Port,  the  20th  of  JDecember,  1543,  ^^^^ 
two  and  fifty  men,  and  entered  the  Iguata,  which  in 
fix  days,  he  found  to  be  formed  weftward  of  the 
Paraguay  and  King's-Port,  by  the  jundtion  of  two 
others  called  Tacareati  and  Tayva.  Here  he  left  his 
brigantine,  with  twelve  men  to  take  care  of  her, 
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and  fet  out  >yith  the  other  forty,  and  a  guide  given 
him  by  the  Xarayes,  who  underftood  the  language 
current  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  he  was  to , 
trayerfe,  igind  a  royal  notary,  called  John  Valderas, 
fent  with  him  by  Don  Alvarez  to  keep  an  exa<9t  ac- 
<x)unt  of  every  thing  they  could  difcover.     But  Ri^ 
bera  thought  it  bell  not  tp  impart  any  thing  of  what 
he  learned  by  means  of  his  interpreter,  in  his  pri-: 
vate  converfations  with  the  Indians,  to  any  one  but 
Don  Alvarez,  who,  he  knew,  was  determined  to 
cxaniine  every  thing  by  himfelf.     But  Don  Alva- 
rez being  too  much  indifpofed,  at  kibera's  return 
tp  King's-Pprt,  to  receive  a  full  account  of  every 
thing  he  learned,  he  followed  him  to  the  Aflumpr 
tion  ;  where  y/t  have  feen  it  was  impoffible  to  fpeak 
xp  him  at  any  rate.     Upon  this,  Ribera  thought  it 
his  duty  to  draw  up  a  relation,  in  form,  of  all  his 
difcoveries  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  ready,  he  zCr 
iembled,  in  the  qhijrch  of  the  fathers  for  the  rcr 
demption  of  captive,  fome  perfons,  upon  whofe 
difcretion  he  could  depend  ;    then,    in  prefence 
of  the   lliperior  of  the  convetit,    and  the  royal 
notary  Pedro  Fernandez,  he  read  to  them  his  re- 
lation, and  fwore  to  the  truth  of  it  upon  the  holy 
evangelifts.     The  fubftance  of  it  I  (hall  now  give 
the  readef. 

RiBER'A,  pn  his  arrival  at  the  confluence  of  the 
two  rivers  forming  the  Iguata,  was  informed  by  the 
Xarayes  he  met  there,  that  the  Yayoa  iflues  from 
the  mountains  of  Sant^  Martha ;  and  the  Yacareati, 
from  thofe  of  Peru,  whence  it  fells  precipitately  into 
a  very  low  cotpltry  •  that  they,  firft,  mix  together  in 
the  country  of  the  Pprqbacflez^  and  then  feparate  and 
form  a  very  great  ifland  well  inhabited  by  different 
nations.  After  taking  leave  of  the  Xarayes,  whofe 
Cacique,  called  Camire:,  had  received  him  with  ex- 
traordinary mai-ks  of  kindnefs  and  refpeft,  he  con- 
tinued his  march  for  three  days,  when  he  arrived 
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among  another  nation  of  Indians,  called  Urtuezez^ 
who^  like  the  Xarayes,  till  the  ground,  and  feed 
feveral  kinds  of  poultry.  He  then  pulhed  on, 
through  a  very  populous  country,  till  he  arrived 
in  fourteen  degrees  and  fifty  three  minutes  of  South 
latitude. 

During  his  flay  among  the  Urtuezez,  who  had 
for  neighbours  the  Aburtinez^  a  great  many  Indians 
of  the  neighbourhood  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
prefented  him  feathers  like  thofe  found  in  Peru, 
and  plates  of  a  metal  they  called  Chafalonia.  He 
examined  them  fepar^tely,  concerning  the  country 
that  lay  "beyond  them,  and  they  all  unanimoufly  told 
him,  that,  at  ten  days  march  to  the  North-weft^ 
there  were  large  towns  inhabited  by  women,  who  had 
great  quantities  of  white  and  yellow  metal,  and 
were  governed  by  a  woman,  whom  the  nations  in 
her  neighbourhood  greatly  feared  and  relpedted  ; 
that  thefe  women  made  ufe  of  nothing  but  what 
was  made  of  white  metal ;  and  that,  on  the  road 
to  them,  there  was  a  jiation  of  very  little  men, 
unable  to  make  head  againft  the  women  who 
often  invaded  their  country ;  but  that,  however, 
at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year,  they  fent  for  fome 
of  thefe  little  men,  to  have  children  by  them  ;  that 
they  kept  the  girls  to  themfelves,  but  fent  the  boys, 
when  weaned,  back  to  their  fathers ;  that,  by  what 
he  could  gather  from  thefe  Indians,  thefe  wo- 
men inhabit  a  tradl  of  land,  Nbrth-north-weft  of 
the  mountains  of  Santa  Martha,  and  a  great  lake, 
which  the  natives  call  the  bou/e  oftbeJuHy  becaufe 
this  luminary  appears  to  them  to^  fet  in  it ;  that,  be- 
yond the  country  of  thefe  women,  there  are  fe- 
veral  numerous  nations  of  black  men,  with  beards 
terminating  in  a  point.  The  Indians,  who  gave 
this  account,  added,  that  they  had  heard  thofe 
particulars  from  their  fathers,  but  hadnot  themfelves 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  eye-witnefs  to  them  ; 
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that  their  neighbours  had  given  them  the  lame  ac- 
count;, adding,  withal,  that  all  thofe  black  men 
were  very  well  drefled,  had  large  houfes  built  with 
earth  and  ftoiies,  and  white  and  yellow  metal  in 
fuch  plenty,  that  all  their  veffels,  their  kettles^^ 
and  in  general,  all  their  utenfils  were  made  of  one 
or  the  other. 

RiBER  A  alked  them,  which  way  thefe  black  men 
lived,  and  they  anfwered,  that,  after  fifteen  days 
march.  North-weft,  be  might  expedt  to  be  very 
near  their  country  ;    from  whence  he  concluded, 
that  they  miift  be  fituated  about  the  twelfth  degree 
of  South  latitude,  between  the  mountains  of  Santa 
Martha  and  thofe    of  Maranon.     He  was  like- 
wife  informed,  that  thefe  black  men  were  a  very 
warlike  nation,  but  had  no  other  arms  but  bows 
and  arrows.     The  fanie  Indians  gave  him  likewife, 
to  uhderftand  by  figns,  that,  between  the  Weft* 
north-weft  and  the  North-weft  one  quarter  North, 
there  were  a  great  many  well  inhabited  tradts  of  lan4 
and  fome  towns  of  fuch  a  length,  that  a  man  could 
not,  in  one  day,  walk  from  one  end  of  them  to  the 
Qther;  that  aU  thefe  Indians  had  a  great  deal  of 
yellow  and  white  metal,  and  that  the  road  to  them 
was  not  very  long,  and  lay,  befide§,  through  a  popu- 
lous country ;  that  there  was  a  lake  to  the  Weft,  of 
iuch  e^ctent,  that  there  was  no  feeing  acrofs  it ;  that 
all  the  Indians  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
lake  had  a  great  deal  of  metal  and  litde  ftones,  that 
caft  a  great  hiftrei  and  ^vith  which  they  adorned  the 
borders  of  their  cloaths,  and  their  furniture  ;  that 
their  towns  were  very  large  ;  that  they  tilled  their 
ground,    and  bred  great  quantities  of  poultry  ; 
and  that  from  the  place  where  he  now  was,  he 
might  arrive  at  the  lake  in  fifteen  days ;  that  the 
roads  to  it  were  very  good,  when  the  waters  did 
not  happen  to  be  out,  and  lay  through  a  populous 
country  j  that^  at  prefent,  the  rivers  in  the  way 

had 
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had  overflown  their  banks ;  and  that,  befides,  Ri- 
bera  had  too  few  men  to  attempt  travelling  through 
fo  well  inhabited  a  country. 

They  then  told  him,  that  Weft  one  quarter 
South  Weft,  there  were  other  great  towns,  whofe 
houfes  were  built  with  earth,  and  whofe  inhabitants 
were  very  courteous  and  rich,  having  metals  in 
abundance,  and  feeding  great  flocks  of  very  large 
fheep,  which  they  made  ufe  of  to  plough  and  har- 
row their  ground,  and  carry  burdens;  that  he 
could  get  to  them  in  a  few  days ;  and  that  the  road 
lay  through  an  inhabited  country,  where  there  were 
chriftians  all,  and  ibme  fandy  defarts,  where  no 
w^ter  was  to  be  found.  Ribera  having  aflced  them, 
how  they  came  to  know  they  were  chriftians  at  that 
fide  of  the  country,  they  anfwered,  that,  formerly, 
fome  Indians,  who  lived  at  no  great  diftance  from 
thefe  towns,  had  heard  the  people  of  the  country 
fay,  that,  in  eroding  thefe  defarts,  they  had  feen 
white  men,  with  beards,  drefled  like  himfelf,  and 
riding  upon  animals,  which,  according  to  the  de- 
fcription  they  gave  of  them,  muft  be  horfes ;  but, 
that  not  finding  any  water  in  thefe  deiarts,  they  were 
obliged  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  back ;  after 
many  of  them  had  periflied  with  hunger  and  thirft. 

Ribera,  having  then  aflced  them,  how  they 
came  to  know  all  thefe  particulars,  they  anfwered, 
that  there  was  a  great  communication  between  al! 
thefe  nations ;  and  th^t  it  was  certain,  chriftians 
had  been  feen,  with  their  horfes,  coming  from  to- 
wards the  defart;  that  they  likewife  knew,  by 
hear-fay,  that,  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountains 
to  the  South- Weft,  there  were  large  towns,  whofe 
inhabitants  were  very  rich  in  metals ;  and  that,  at 
the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  the  water  was  fait, 
and  very  great  buildings  had  been  feen  moving  on 
this  water.  In  fine,  having  aflced  them,  if  all  the 
nations  they  had  mentioned  had  chiefis,  who  had 

an 
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an  authority  over  the  reft  of  the  nation,  they  aniwer- 
ed,  that  every  nation  had  its  own  chief,  who  was  al- 
ways the  braveft  men  in  it,  and  that  all  the  reft  punc- 
tually obeyed  him.  Ribera  concluded,  upon  oath, 
that,  not  fatisiied  with  what  the  Indians  told  him, 
when  he  fpoke  to  them  in  geaeral  and  all  together, 
he  had  examined  theni  feparately,  when  they  all  an- 
fwered  uniformly,  and  without  the  leaft  alteration. 
.  To  return  to  Irala,  he  behaved  as  if  he  flattered 
himlclf,  that  Don  Alvarez  would  never  return  to 
Paraguay,  but  would  perifh  on  his  pafTage  to  Spam ; 
or,  if  he  did  not  fall  under  the  weight  of  the  heavy 
charges  brought  againft  him,  lofe  all  his  credit  in 
confequence  of  them.  He  entered  upon  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  poft,  which  the  enemies  of  the  governor 
had  conferred  upon  him,  by  diftributing  his  fpoils 
among  ihofe,  whom  it  moft  imported  him  to  make 
his  friends.  But,  though  Don  Alvarez  could  not 
be  long  ignorant  of  fo  ftrange  a  proceeding,  he,  not- 
withftanding,  continued  to  obferve  the  ftrifteft 
filence  in  regard  to  him,  even  when  he  might  have 
ruined  him  with  a  fingle  word. 

He  foon  found  means  to  intereft  in  his  fuccefe  all 
thofe,  from  whom  he  had  any  thing  to  fear,  or 
whofe  afliftance  he  might  ftand  in  need  of,  tQ  con- 
tinue in  the  enjoyment  of  his  ill-got  power,  by  au- 
thorizing their  injuftice,  or  flatting  his  eyes  on 
their  manner  of  treating  the  Indians.  But,  as  he 
foon  underftood,  that  fuch  meafures,  alone,  are  in- 
fufficient  to  fecure  the  poffefllon  o(  an  authority, 
which,  when  not  ratified  by  the  fovereign,  is  ge- 
nerally (hared  by  thofe  who  conferred  it,  he  thought 
it  his  bufinefs  to  give  work,  abroad,  to  all  thofe^ 
ifrom  whom  he  might  expe<Sl  any  contradi^ion  at 
home.  It  was  partly  for  this  reafon,  but  ftill  more, 
to  make  himfelf  neceflary,  by  entering  into  the 
views  of  the  Emperor,  that  he  refolved  to  continue 
his  difcoveries. 

He 
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He  Httle  expedled  the  revenue-officers  would  op- 
pofe  him  in  this  defign.  On  the  firft  mention  of 
it,  however,  thefe  gentlemen  told  him,  that  it  was 
not  proper  he  (hould  leave  the  Aflumption,  till  his 
majefty  had  confirmed  him  in  the  government  of 
this  province.  If  th^  mifuiiderftandme  between 
him  and  thefe  officers  did  not  break  out  oefore  this 
declaration,  at  leaft  it  foon  followed ;  and  then  the 
confufion  became  general.  The  Indians,  who  foon 
difcovered  the  critical  fituation  of  the  Spaniards,  ^ 
refolved  to  take  advantage  of  it.  By  way  of  ma- 
king reprifals  for  the  cruelty,  with  which  the  Spa- 
niards did  not  o^e  to  treat  them,  they  plundered 
all  their  country-fettlements.  Irala,  however,  was 
a  gainer  on  the  occafiorf,  on  account  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  the  Spaniards  had  of  him  to  reprefs  thefe  infults. 
He  no  fooner  took  the  field,  than  the  Indians  dif- 
appeared^  and  they  never  ventured  to  (hew  their 
faces  again. 

^  Having  fo  firmly  eftablilhed  his  autho-  % 
'^^  '  rity  by  this  fuccefs,  that  no  one,  hencefor- 
ward, dared  to  contradift  him,  he  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  i^rft  defign.  He  had  attached  to  his  in- 
tereft  a  ^gentleman  born  at  Truxillo,  in  Eftramadu- 
ra,  called  Naflo  de  Chaves,  a  man  of  great  refolu- 
^ion,  and  who  wiflied  for  nothing  more  than  an  op- 
Jportunity  of  fignalizing  himfelf.  This  gentleman, 
he  ordered  to  go  and  wait  for  him  with  the  diredlor 
of  provifions,  Lefcano  and  forty  Spaniards,  among 
the  Mayas  or  Tayas,  who  live  to  the  Weft  of  the  Pa- 
raguay, and  about  one  hundred  leagues  north  of 
the  Aflumption,  almoft  under  the  tropic  -,  and,  af- 
ter overcoming  feme  unforefeen  obftacles,  which 
delayed  him  a  little,  followed  him  in  perfon,  after 
gaining  the  foldiers,  by  permitting  them  to  live  at 
difcretion  in  all  the  places  they  (hould  pafs  through ; 
and  naming  Don  Francifco  de  Mendo:5a,  his  lieute- 
nant-general, during  his  abfence.  He  took  along  with 

him 
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him  three  hundred  Spaniards,  upon  four  brigan- 
tines ;  and  was  followed  by  three  thouiand  five 
hundred  Indians,  part  in  pirogues,  and  the:  reft  by 
land,  to  the  river  of  the  Itatines,  where  they  at  laft, 
embarked.  Here  Chavez  joined  the  general  with 
provilions ;  and  the  army'  remounted  the  Paraguay 
to  King's-Port. 

From  King's-Port  they  continued:  their  march 
till  they  met  the  Xarayes,  who  are  faid  to  be  th« 
moft  politick  and  civilized  nation  of  aU  this  conti-r 

*  nent.  At  leaftj  they  received  Irala  very  well  -,  (up- 
plied  him  with  provifions  in  abundance ;  gave  him 
Ibme  men  by  way  of  reinforcement,  and  to  ferve 
him  as  guides.  This  behaviour  of  theirs  engaged 
him  to  leave  in  their  care  his  veffels,  which  he  had 
now  no  longer  any  occafion  for ;  and  then  he  fet  out 
North- Weftwards.  The  firft:  Iridians  he.  met  with 
informed  him  of  many  things  concerning  all  the 
dountry,  reaching  as  far  as  the  ri^^er  of  Amazons, 

f  and  told  him,  among  other  things,  that,  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake  Del  D&rada^  there  were  feveral 
nations,  who  had  gold  and  filver  in  great  plenty ; 
that  the  Sembieofis  in  particular,  who  lived  to  the 
Weft,  had  very  rich  mines.  He,  upon  this,  thought 
proper  to  direct  his  courfe  that  way ;  and,  after 
many  days  march,  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Guapajfy  which  falls  into  the  Maimre^  a  great  river, 
that  discharges  itfelf  under  the  name  of  Rio  de  la 
Madera  into  the  Maranon.  From  hence  he  travel- 
led till  he  reached  the  Sembieofis,  who  live  at  the 
foot  of  the  Peruvian  mountains,  aqd  prefented  him 
with  many  famples  of  gold  and  filver.  He,  like- 
wife  met,  with  fome  Indians  there,  who  inform- 
ed him,  that  there  then  reigned  great  divifions 
among  the  Spaniards  of  Peru ;  and,  as  he  thought 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  pay  his  court 
to  the  Emperor,    he  fent  Chaves    to  the   pre- 

fident 
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fident  de  la  Gafca,  who  comhianded  in  that  king- 
dom for  his  majefty,  to  offer  himfelf,  and  all  the 
troops  he  had  along  with  him.  The  prefident 
accepted  his  offers,  and  named  Don  \Diego  de  Cen- 
teno,  to  govern  Paraguay  during  his  abfence.  It 
even  appears,  that  he  intended  this  officer  ftiould 
continue  there. 

Bu  T,  as  Irala*s  meflfengers  made  a  very  long  flay^ 
becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Lima,  where 
the  prefident  then  was,  his  troops  preffed  him 
grea(:y  to  enter  Peru  ;  and,  on  being  told,  that  he 
could  not  do  fo,  without  leave  from  the  perfon 
who  commanded  there,  they  replied,  that,  if  that 
was  the  cafe,  they  mufl  return  to  Paraguay.  Upon 
this,  he  reprefented  to  them,  that  he  had  given  his 
word  to  Chaves  to  wait  for  him,  and  that,  in  honour 
and  juftice,  he  could  not  go  from  it.  But,  the  only 
efFe^  thefe  reprefentations  had  on  the  foldiers, 
was  to  make  them  mutiny,  fo  that  he  found  him- 
felf under  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  yielding  to  their 
entreaties.  At  his  arrival  among  the  Xarayes, 
finding  his  veffels  in  good  order,  he  took  (hipping 
to  return  to  the  Aflumptbn,  where  he  did  not  ar- 
rive till  the  third  year  after  he  had  left  it. 

In  this  interval,  great  changes  had 
54/ "49-  happened  Bt  the  Affumption.  In  about 
twelve  months  after  his  fetting  out,  Don  Francifco 
de  Mendoza,  whom  Irak  had  left  to  command 
there  during  his  abfence ;  and,  indeed  many  others^ 
began  to  think,  that  Don  Dominigo  Martinez  de 
Iraia,  from  whonl,  aH  this  time,  there  arrived  no 
newsj  had  met  ivith  the  fame  fate  with  Don  Juan 
de  Ayolas.  His  iri^odiS,  therefore,  advifed  him 
to  pwropofe  the  efaftion  t>f '  a  new  governor,  as  he 
could  inake.  no.  doubt,  Hifey  faid,  of  all  the  votes 
i>eing*Ibr  him^  an^'  of  His  afterwards  (Staining, 
by  me  intereft  of  hi^  iHtiftrious  family,  a  coiti'- 
-ihiffiottTriform  fteni  tlfe'Efepemr. 

Hb 
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He  followed  their  advice  ;  fpoke  to  all  the  eIec-» 
tors ;  and  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  had  gained  them 
over  to  his  intereft,  though^theuLpropofing  to  him,' 
that  he  (hould  firft  refign  his  poft  of  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, might  naturally  enough  make  him  fufpeft 
their  fmcerity.  How  great,  therefore,  muft  have 
have  been  his  furprize,  when,  after  doing  what 
they  propofed,  Don  Diego  de  Abreu  was  de- 
clared governor  on  the  very  firft  fcrutiny,  and 
proclaimed  on  the  fpot.  Thunder-ftruck  in  a 
manner,  to  fee  himfelf  thus  outwitted  by  thofe, 
whom  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had  made  his  friends, 
he  confulted  thofe  whom  he  ftill  thought  fo  ;  and 
they  all,  unluckily  for  him,  gave  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, that  the  eledlion  wa§  void  ;  and  took  notice 
to  him,  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  a  premedi- 
tated defign  to  exclude  him  from  the  fupreme  com- 
mand, he  had  been  firft  obliged  to  give  up  that 
he  was  in  adlual  pofleflion  of ;  that  he  fliould  begin 
by  caufing  this  his  refignation  to  be  declared 
furreptitious  ;  and  then  exercife  the  functions  of 
it  as  before ;  that  they  would  fupport  him  in  thefe 
meafures,  and  fbon  find  means  to  make  him  mafter 
of  de  Abreu's  perfon. 

The  new  governor  was  foon  informed  of  this 
cabal ;  and,  without  lofing  a  fmgle  moment,  caufed 
Mendoza*s  houfe  to  be  invefted.  At  the  firft  mo- 
tion for  this  purpofe,  almoft  all  thofe,  who  had  en- 
gaged him  in  this  fcrape,  made  their  efcape.  The 
reft,  who  continued  with  him,  were  all  put 
under  arreft,  and  fentenced  to  lofe  their  heads. 
Mcndoza  appealed  to  the  Emperor's  council ; 
but  he  was  told,  that  his  app^  was  void  and 
abufive ;  and  that  he  ftiould  think  of  nothing  but 
to  make  his  peace  with  God.  Upon  this,  hd 
refigned  himfelf,  and  prepared  for  death,  in  ^ 
chriftian  manner  ;  received  the  facraments  of  the 
church  5  and  was  conduced  by  a  company  of 

foldiers 
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foldiers  to  the  fcafFold,  which,  to  the  almoft  gene- 
ral difapprobation  of  the  province,  the  governor 
had  caufed  to  be  erefted  before  his  own  hoiife. 

We  cannot  refufe  our  tears  to  the  fad  fate  of 
a  man  of  Don  Mendoza's  family,  who,  but  a  few 
days  before,  commanded  in  the  fame  city,  where  he 
was  iiow  condemned  to  fuffer  as  a  criminal,  and 
who  had  gained  himfelf  every  heart  by  a  behaviour 
equally  affable  and  noble.  As  foon  as  he  had  a(^ 
cended  the  fcaffold,  he  expreffed  a  defire  of  fpeak- 
ing,  upon  which  a  profound  fijence  enfued.  He 
then  declared,  that  on  the  fame  day  and  month,  a 
little  before  his  departure  from  Spain,  he  had, 
in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  and  on  bare  iufpicbn,  put 
to  death  his  firfl  wife,  and  his  chaplain  ;  tlmt  he 
now  faw  divine  juftice  had  ordered,  that  he  fhould 
expiate  his  crime,  by  falling  under  the  hands 
pf  an  executioner ;  and  that  he  cheerfully  fiibmit  - 
ted  to  his  fentence,  praying  God  would  hit  fatisfied 
with  punifhing  him  in  this  life,  and  fpare  him  in 
the  next      "" 


End  of  the  Second  Book. 
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Irda  returns  to  the  AJfumptiony  and  punijbes  the 
authors  of  the  revolution  during  bis  ahfence^ 
Stratagem  ofirah  to  maintain  him/elfin  the  go^vern" 
ment.  The  AJJumption  ere£ied  into  a  bifiioprickj 
Arrival  of  the  bijbop,  Iralds  death.  Arrival  of 
a  new  governor.    He  and  the  bijbop  fet  out  for 

'  Peiru,  The  governor  depofed  by  the  viceroy  of  ftru. 
Another  named  in  his  place ^  who^  on  bis  arriviH  at 
.  the  Affumption^  quarrels  ijoitb  the  bijbop^  cmd  ijs  by 
bim  conducted prtf oner  to  Spam.  A  new  govermr 
Jent  from  Spain,  General  defcription  of  Tuctiman 
and  Chaco,  Two  very  remarkable  nations  in  Qfocd. 
Account  of  the  Chiriguanes,  Origin  of  the  /lavery 
in  which  the  Spaniards  hold  the  Indians. 


THE  governor,  having  rid  himfelf  of 
fo  dangerous  a  rival,  had  now  nothing 
to  do  but  endeavour  to  procure  himfelf  the  Em- 
peror's commiliion.  He,  therefore,  immediately 
difpatched  a  caravel  to  Spain,  with  Don  Alfonib  de 
Riquelmi)  whom  he  charged  with  a  judicial  attefta- 
tion  of  his  eleftion,  and  the  proofs  that  had  been 
received  of  Irak's  death  ;  ordering  Ferdinando  de 
Ribera  to  efcort  him,  with  a  brigantine,  as  far  as  the 
cape  of  Santa  Martha.  Riquelmi's  caravel  en- 
deavouring to  reach  an  ifland  in  order  to  dart  from 
thence  into  the  ocean,  was  driven  by  a  fudden  fquall 
trpdri  i  rock,  and  dafhed  to  pieces.  Ribera,  having 

foon 
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foon  got  intelligence  of  the  caravel's  niisfortune^; 
took  on  board  me  crew,  which  had  happily  efcap- 
ed  drov^ning,.  but  were  in  the  greateft. danger  of 
pefifliingby  the  hands  of  the  favages ;  and  arrived 
at  the  Affuinption  the  lattei;  end  of  the' year  1549  y^ 
when  he  found,  Irak  returned  from  his  inland  ex- 
jpedition  up  the  Paraguay,. 

The  whole  town  went  four  leagues  tq  meet  him, 
and  faluted  hini  in  qualit;y  of  their  governor,    Don 
Diego  de  Alfreu,  who  had  not  relblution  enough 
to  oppofe  this  reception,  and  might  well  forefee 
that  Irala  would  make  him  pay  dearly  for  Meii- 
doza's  death,   chbfe  to  avoid  his  refentment  by 
'flight.     Moft  of  thofe,  who  had  any  reafon  to 
dread  a'  profecution  qn  the  fame  fcore,  took  the 
Tame  ftep,  and  |>ofted  themfelves  in  a  4;no wtain, 
from*  whence  it  was  the  more  difficult  to  draw 
them,,  as, the. Indians  in  the  neighbourhopd  hjid 
'declared  in  their  ^favour.  ;  Biit  the  governor  was 
fbon^  corhforted  for  the  lofs  of  his  prey  by  the  arri- 
val of  Chavez  and  thofe  who  had  accompanied  him 
to' Peru,  from  whence  he  returned,  not  pnly  with- 
out tofing  a  fingle  man, ,  but  with  a  remforcement 
of  fifty  Spaniards. 

/.Chavez,  who  was  fon-in-law  to  Don 
I549"50;  pj-ancifco  de  Mendoza,  claimed  juftice 
of  the  governor  againft  thofe,  who  had  any  hand 
m  his  deaths  and  Irala  promifed  he  fhouldhave 
it.  Upon  this,  a  few  of  thofe  who  had  not  .as 
yet  abfconded. .  were  happy  enough  to  make  their 
efcape  ;  the  reft  iiifferea  Abreu,  more  ^d  more 
alarmed  at  this  feverity,  retixed  to  a  ^greater  dif- 
tance,  but  was  at  laft  overtaken.  ^  Twenty  foldiers, 
,who  had  exprefs  orders  to  take  him  deader  alivc> 
and  fpr  that  purpofe  were  trac|cing  him  from  place 
to  place,  J^aviQg  fpied  a  kind  of  cabin  furround- 
ed  wi^h  t^feejs  on  the  top  pf  a  mountain  of  dif- 
ficult acccf?,'^  clambered  up  to.  it  in  the  nijg^  time  ; 
Vol.  I.  ^      '  L  ^  '         and, 
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and,  having  diftinguiflied  him  among  four  or  five 
Spaniards,  who  ftill  continued  to  (lick  faithfully 
by  him,  one  of  them  fired  upon  him,  and  laid 
him  dead  upon  the  ipot. 
_  These  tranfaftions  were  attended 

55  55'  y^i^]j  great  violence  and  confufion ; 
and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  juftify  all  Irak's  pro- 
ceedings on  the  occafion.  Nay,  from  his  be- 
haviour to  Don  Alvarez  there  arifes  a  very  ftrong 
prefiimption  to  his  prejudice.  Unluckily  for  his 
reputation,  he  did  not  fufficiently  difguife  his  paffion 
to  command  ;  for  which  he  certainly  was  in  many 
refpefts  extremely  well  qualified.  The  impunity, 
with  which  he  permitted  the  (bldiery  and  his  ad- 
herents to  treat  not  only  the  Indians,  but  the  reft 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  which  produced  many  re- 
volts among  the  former,  is  utterly  inexcufable. 
Accordingly,  as  he  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  fear,  that  foiffe  of  the  witnefles  to  his  vexations 
would  give  the  Royal  council  of  the  Indies,  or 
the  Emperor,  an  account  of  them,  he  h^d  every 
where  his  fpies,  whofe  vigilance  was  fo  much  the 
more  formidable,  as  death,  or  atleaftimprifonment, 
was  the  certain  confequence  of  being  difcovered 
to  have  written  any  letters  to  that  purpofe  ;  for  he 
never  was  at  a  lofs  for  pretexts  to  go  luch  lengths, 
and  he  was  equally  attentive  to  prevent  any  of  the 
malcontents  flipping  into  Peru,  as  he  had  as 
much-  to  dread  from  thofe  who  commanded  there, 
as  from  the  Emperor  and  his  council. 

-  Hr  could  not  but  know,  that,  at  the  very  time 
he .  fent  an  offer  of  his  fervices  to  the  prefident  de 
la  Gafca,  this  nobleman,  whether  becaufe  he  re- 
•folved  to  accept  them,  or  becaufe  fome  of  Irak's 
deputies  had  informed  him  of  the  troubles  in 
Paraguay,  and  made* fome  complaints  of  their 
governor,  refolved  to  fend  one  there,  upon  whorii 
He  could  depend  ;- arid  had  for*  this  pUrpofe,  as  we 

"   have 
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hAvc  already  feen,  caft  his  eyes  .  upon  Don 
Diego  de  Centeno,  an  old  officer,  whofe  name  is 
famous  in  the  hiftory  of  Peru  for  his  zeal  for  the 
fervice  of  his  fovereign,  and  his  other  virtues, 
which  rendered  him  equal  to  the  mod  arduous 
undertakings,  and  worthy  of  the  higheft  honours. 
The  bounds  of  the  country,  which  the  com- 
mander-general of  Peru  thought  proper  to  commit 
to  his  care,  were  Cuzco  and  Charcas  to  the  fouth 
eaft  and  weft,  on  the  one  fide  ;  and,  on  the  other 
fide,  Brazil  from  the  fourteenth  to  the  twenty- ' 
feventh  degrees  of  fouth  latitude. 

He  recommended  to  him,  above  all  things,  to 
beftowhisfirft  cares  on  forwarding  the  temporal 
and  eternal  happinefs  of  the  natives  ;  never  to  em- 
ploy force  againft  them,  till  fair  means  (hould  be 
found  abfolutely  infufficient ;  and  not  only  give 
the  miflionaries  aQ  the  proteftion  neceflary  for  the 
due  executic«i  of  their  fuhftions,  but  even'  take 
their  advice  in  all  his  tranfaftions  relating  to  the 
Indians  ;  not  to  lofe  time  in  running  up  and  down 
the  country,  as  his  predeceffors  had  done  to  very 
little  or  no  purpofe ;  but  to  extend  his  fettlements 
by  placing  them  at  fmall  diftances  one  from  the 
other  ;  this  being  the  only  iure  method  of  quieting 
the  prefent,  and  preventing  future,  diflentions  a- 
mong  the  Spaniards,  and  retaining  the  Indians  in 
their  towns,  fince  nothing  but  the  dread  of  being 
molefted  can  oblige  them  to  defert  their  old  habita- 
tions ;  to  exaft  from  the  Indians  but  a  very 
moderate  tribute,  and  regulate  it  by  the  advice  of 
the  regular  and  fecular  clergy ;  to  grant  no  favours 
but  to  fuch  as  by  their  fervice  and  good  charadler 
appeared  entitled  to  them ;  not  to  take  with 
him  any  Spaniards'  who  had  a  hand  in  Gonzalvo 
Pizarro's  revolt;  in  fine,  to. fee,  that  all  thofe, 
who  thought  proper  to  follow  him  to  Paraguay, 
obferved  on  the  road  the  ftri<fteft  difcipline,  and 
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cjarried  off  no  Indians  by  force,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  Paraguay  would 
fcfon  have  put  on  another  face,  in  confequence  of 
lAftrudkions  drawn  up  with  to  much  wifdom,  and 
given  to  a  man  of  Centeno's  charafter.    But  he 
died  in  the  midft  of  his  preparations  to  fet  out 
^r  it  i    and  Irala,  it  is  probable,  knew  nothini 
till  he  received    an  account  of  Centeno's  deatl 
of  the  danger  he  was  in  of  feeing  himfelf  fup- 
planted    by  another,    ^f   his    foldiers    had    not 
obliged  him  to  haften  his  return  to  the  Aflumption. 
Irak's  firft  care,  on  finding  himfelf  freed  from 
the  danger  of  being  thus  fupplanted  from  Peru, 
was  to  make  ufeful  eftablifhments ;   and  it  muft  be 
owned  that  fo  far  Paraguay  is  greatly  indebted  to 
Jiim.    He  had,  by  this  time,  had  leifurfe  enough 
tp  fee,  that  this  colony  could  not  fubfift  without 
a  fea-port,  where  veflels  from  Spain  miight  eafily 
arrive,  and  fine  fure  and  convenient  adchorage ; 
and  it  looks,  as  if  he  had  refolved,  in  good  earned, 
to  procure  it  that  advantage,  having  fent  captain 
Juan  Romero,  with  one  hundred  foldiers,  upon  two 
brigantines  to  chufe  one.     Romero  (lopt  at  the 
mouth  of  a  little  river,   which  falls  into  the  Rio 
de.la  Plata,  a  little  above  the  iflands  of  Saint  Ga- 
briel ;  and  had  begun  to  lay  down  upon   its  banks 
the  plan  of  a  city,  under  the  name  of  Saint  John, 
which  is  likewife  that  of  the  river,    when   the 
Indians  annoyed  the  Spaniards  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he,  at  length,  thought  proper  to  give  up  the 
attempt,  and  fet  out  for  the  Aflumption. 

Having,  one  day  during  the  paflage,  landed 
with  fome  of  his  people  to  dine  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  the  fpot,  where  he  ordered  the  table 
to  be  laid,  fuddenly  loofened  from  the  main  land, 
and  floated  off  with  the  fl:ream.  Upon  this, 
he  made  an  attempt  to  fwim  back  to  the  bri-; 
^      :  r  '  gantine. 
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gantine.  But  there  enflied  fo  great  an  agitation  in 
the  waters,  that,  to  avoid  being  drowned  with  all  his 
men,  he  was  foon  obliged  to  make  for  the  fliore, 
where  he  was  fcarce  arrived,  when  the  brigantine 
went  to  the  bottom.  At  the  e;nd  of  eight  days,  ftie 
appeared  again,  when  all  thofe  who  had  been  left  on 
board  her  were  found  dead^  except  a  woman,  who 
affured  them  (he  had  fiifFered  nothing,  though 
(he  had,  for  twice  twenty-four  hours,  forty-four  fa- 
thom of  water  upon  her. 

Some  time  after  this,  the.  Guaranis,  who  lived 
near  the  great  fall  of  the  Parana,  and  had  volunta- 
rily iubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  applied  to  the  go- 
vernor for  affiftance  agaihft  the  Tapez,  inhabitants 
of  the  frontiers  of  Brazil,  wh6,  fupported  by  the 
Portuguefe,    made  frequent  irruptions  into  their 
country,  and  committed  great  ravages  there.  Irala, 
thinking  ft  the  duty,  and  even  the  interdft,  of  the 
Spaniards,    to    afford    them    protedion,    raifeid 
a  little  army  conlpofed  of  Spaniards  and  Indians  ^ 
took  the  command  of  it  himfelf;  and  led  it  to  the 
h^itatiohs  of  the  Guaranis,  where  their  warriors 
joined  him.    He  then  marched  to  the  Tapes,  wHo 
defended  themfelves  very  vfell,  but  were  worftcd 
at  laft  i  and,  to  avoid  bdng  entirely  cut  to  pieces, 
promifed  they  would  never  moleft  the,  Guaranis 
for  the  future. 

The  governor,  having , carefully  examined  the 

fpot  occupied  by  the  Guaranis,  thought  it;  would 

be  proper  to  build  a  town  there,  as  well  to  be  at 

•  hand   to  awe  all  this  frontier  of  Brazil,  aatp  get 

nearer  to  the  fea,  and  thereby  always  have  a  better 

opportunity  of   informing ,  the    council:  of    the 

Indies  of    all    the  wants  of   the  colony.     This 

refolution  t>nce.  taken,  he  no  fooner  reached  the 

Affumptioh,  than  he  charged  Garcias  Rodriguez 

de  Vergara,  with  the  execution  of  his  projedt ;  and 

fent  hini  6ff,  in  1554.,  with  fixty  men,  and  every 
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thing  rcquifite  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  Vergara 
began  by  looking  about  for  an  advantageous  iitua- 
tion  for  his  new  town ;  and,  at  laft,  flattered,  himfelf 
he  had  difcovered  one  to  the  right  of  the  Parana,  a  lit- 
tle above  the  great  fall.  He,  therefore,  inimediatdy 
fet  about  the  work,  and  called  his  new  town  0«//- 
verds,  after  a  town  in  Gaflile,  where  he  was  born. 
But  this  name  of  Ontiveras  was  foon  lolt,  in  that 
of  Gu^ray  which  the  province  was  known  by. 

About  this  time,  there  arrived  an  order  at  the 
Affumption  from  the  council  of  the  Indies,  to  fuf- 
pend  the  difcoveries,  and  the  new  eftablilhments 
among  the  Indians ;   and  Irala  caufed  it  to  be  pubf- 
lirtied.     He  then  fent  to  Spain  the  Regidor  Don 
Pedro  de  Molina,    a  man  zealoufly  attached  to 
him,  Hinder  the  pretext  of  informing  his  majefty  of 
the  condition  and  wants  of  his  province ;    but,  in 
reality,  to  have  an  eye  to  his  interefts  at  coiirt. 
.And,'  left  any  one  fhould  take  advantage  of  this 
joppprtunity  to  write  ^gainli  him,  he  kept  JMolina's 
^'Voyage  very  iecret,  and  fent  awa^  with  him.  Nuflo 
de  Gliaves,  who  was  preparing, ,  by  his  orders,  to 
iTiarch  a^inft  the  Indians  of  the  Praziliaji.  frontiers, 
of 'whoiti  his  allies  had  made  him  he^vy  complajnts. 
Biiti  as  he  ftill  drfead^d,   that,  in  fpite  of  all  his 
-prc?6autfons,  theitiaicentents  might  find  out'fome 
^  me^ife  'or  other  of^  cbWveying  memorial?  ^^^inft 
bim  to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  he  thought  it  but 
prudeaf^'in  order  to  ward  io  dangerou?;  a  ftrolcp, 
to  write  himfelf  to  the  Emperor,'  and  befeech  his 
majefty  to  order  his  conduct  to  be  enquired  into, 
■  froni  a  perfuafion,  that  the  confidencie  exprelTed  by 
fuch  a  requeft  would  defeat  all   the    complaints 
againft  him,  which  might  happen  to  reach  the  (o- 
vereign  himfelf,  or  his  council.     Trufting,  there- 
fore,, to  this  precaution,  and  looking  upon  himfelf 
jas  fecure  from  any  court  ftorm,  he,  at  laft,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  diftribution  of  the  lands,  which  hitherto 
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he  had  cx)nftantly  refufed  ;  but  he  did  it  more  like 
a  fbvereign,  than  a  fubjedt ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
Emperor's  injunctions,  made  ^ants  to  Porti^efe- 
and  other  ftrangers ;  threatening,  with  the  fevereft 
puniftiment,  all  thofe  who  (houki  take  upon  them- 
felves  publickly  to  blame  his  conduct  in  this  xt- 
fpedt ;  as  he  made  no  doubt,  he  laid,  of  obtaming 
^e  Emperor's  approbation  of  all  his  meafores. 

To  0iis.  a^  of  defpotifm  he.  ibon  added  two  re- 
gulations, which  tended  greatly  to  obftru<5t  the  trade 
carri^  on  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  Indians.- 
The"  Indians  made  no  fcrupte:  to  exprefs  their 
difpleafure  at  it,  though  the  fear  of  being  ftill  worf© 
treated  hindered  moft  of  them  from  fiirring* 
Chaves  was  fent,  with  one  hundred  and  fiifty '  meni 
to  chaftife  thofe  who  did  ;  but  he  found  it;  a  much 
harder  tafk  than  he  at  firft  inuigined.  The  Indians 
defended  themfdyes  well,  and  killed  him  a  great; 
many  men,  for  which  reaipn,  thoi^h  they  loft  as 
many  theinfelves,  he  thoi^t  proper  to  proved, 
for  th^  future,  by  way  of  n^ociation  ;  by  which 
he,  at  laft,  prevailed  upon  fheim  to  return  ^  their 
duty,  and  upon  the  chiefs  to  follow  him  to  the  Af- 
fumption.  Irala  put  up  with  the  promife  they 
gave  him  of  being  more  fubm^iflive  for  tte  future^ 
People  Were.  fur[Mrized  at  l^is  treatin^^ them  with  {o 
much  lenity ;  but  he  had  jufl:  received  fome  pri- 
vate intelligence,  which  gave  him  too  much  un- 
eafinefs  to  let, him  think  of  engaging  in  a  new  wan 

The  Emperor  having  maBJfefted,  fince.  the 
year  1547,  a  reiblution  of  fending  a  governprto 
Paraguay  ;  Don  Juan  de  Sanal^ria,  a  very  wealthy 
gentleman,  nfiade  an  offer  to  his  majefty,  to  tr^(^ 
port  there^  at  his  own  private  e^pence,  a^  SBod 
number  of  families,  two  hundred  and  fifty  folqiers^ 
and  ten  francifean  friars ;  with  wheat,  beaiis,  aiid 
other  kind  of  feed,  to  fow  the  laiids  with )- maje* 
jriak  to  build  ten  brigantines  to  ply  on  the  river  i  and 

1 4  goods 
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goods  to  be  advanced'' to  -the  Spaniards,  in  order' 
to  eiiable  them  to  trade Avith  the  natives;   likewife 
to  form  two  new  cftabliftiments ;  one,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  tivep  St.  Francis;  already  mentioned,  be- 
tween the  iflands  (^  Cananee,  and  St.  Catherine: 
The 'Emperor  accepted  thefe  offer^'  on  condition 
that  Sanabria  would,  likewife,  take<in  board  one: 
thoufand  ^uintals^  -of  ir6n,    one  hundred  of  fteel,^ 
a  nuriibeir  of  fuch  handicrafts  as  are  moft  ufeful  in 
^'n€fw-<i6teriy,  provifions  for  all  thefe  mouths  till 
the  firft  tfrop,- an4  fix  compleat  chapels  for  an 
equal  number  of  pnefts  that  might  want  them^ 
^hJfih  Sanabria  cohfenting  to,  his  majefty  conferred' 
ojj  hjm^  all  the  povi'fef  he  had  before  Conferred  on 
IDm  Pedro  de  Meridbza  ;   created  him  adelantade, 
governor  j  cajptain-gerieral,  and  alguazil  major  of  the 
l^ro^nce  of  Kio  de,  la  Plata,  with  all  the  appoint-^ 
inents,  attached  to  ^thefe  dignities  granted-  him  the- 
poll  of  Keiiteriarit-gen^ral  for  all  the  places  helhould 
build  i*-iarid  alllhe:j)ower  neceflary  to  explore,  and 
Jjeople  the  country^  in  wh^t  manner  He<himielf  might 
ihihkjproper.  In  fttie,  he  recommended  to  him  not- 
to  fuffer  above  orie'Regidor  in  the  ptaee  of  hisrefi- 
dende,  nor  permit  the  ordinary 'alguazils  to  raife 
the  duties  higher 'than  five  per  cent. 

The  new  aftielafitade,  having  received  his  com- 
miflibns,  r^paired^tb  Seville,  to  forward  his  arma^ 
myntv  artd  ther^  rfeceived  frefll  orders  from  the 
Emperor,  or  which  the  princip:al  were,  not  to 
^liow  the  Portuguefe  of  Brazil  to  tiarry  on  any 
fctoiTimerce  with  Pamlguay  j  to  require  nothing  of 
this  friary  for.  their  paflage  ;  and  to  take  out  of 
the  royal  treaiury  three  hundred  ducats^- 16  fupply 
tl%m  With  every  thing  they  might  want  for  the  due 
^de'bration  of  the  holy  mylleries.  But,  at  the  time 
&(Sti  Juan  de  Sanabria  '  was  moft  taken  up  with 
thfe^';^reparations  for  Ws  voyage,  he  died,  to  the 
l^'-  :'^  ••     ■    '^"/-    /    ■       ^         :--    ••  •       great 
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great  regret  of  all  thofc  who  knew  him,  and  had' 
the  welfere  of  the  province  of  Paraguay  at  heart. 
His  death,  m  fadt,  was  a  great  lofs  to  this  infiant 
colony,  which  now,  nwre  than  ever,  required  the 
affiftabce  of  a  governor  like  him.  > 

The  Emperor  having  offered  Sanabria's  fonto 
renew  with  him-  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  his 
father,  he  accepted  it  with  thanks ;  and,  after  fe ve- 
ra! unexpected,  delays,  embarked  for  his  govern- 
rrient ;-  but,  on  enter mg  tfie  bay  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  he  unfortunately  periflied  by  (hipwreck,  with' 
all  his  company,  except  a  few  faibrs,  who,  carry- 
ing the  news  of  it  to  the  Aifumption,  fpread  a» 
general*  confternation  among  the  inhabitants.     It 
af^)ears'  by  fome  hiftorians,  that  the  Emperor  fent 
new  commiffions  to   Irala,   when  he  found  that 
yoiing  Sanabria  would  not  be  ready  tofet  out  as  foon- 
as  it  wias  firft  expedred,  thou^  it  do^s  not  equally 
appear,  that  Irala  flood  in  need  of  fuch  commiffions 
to  retain  his  place,  till  a  fucceflbr  appointed  by  the 
Emperor  fhould  arrive,  uhlefs,  perhaps,  thofe  he 
akeady  had  were  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  term) 
of  them  was  expired. 

The  news  of  Sanabria's  misfortune  was  foon 
compehfetcd  by  that  of  the  Emperor's  having,  at 
length,  procured  the  province  of  la  Plata  a  bifliop ;; 
a  thing  much  more  neceflary^  than  many  per-* 
ions  in  the  colonies  are  willing  to  believe.  In  a 
confiftory  held  at  Rome,  the  firft  of  July  is^ji 
by  Pope  Paul  III.  the  city  of  the  Affumptiou' 
was  ereftcd  into  a  bifhoprick,  under  the  title  of  Op- 
pUttm  feu  Pagus  de  Rio  de  Ja  Mata ;  and  fadier  Juaiy 
de  Barros,  of  the  order  pf  St.  Francis,  was  appoint-* 
cd  to  it,  but  he  never  toolc  pofTeffion  of  it.  On  his 
tranflation  to  another  fee,  in  1554,  father  Pedro  de 
k  Torre,  of  the  fame  prder,  was  named  to  fucceed 
Irim,  and  fet  out,  the  year  following,  for  Paraguay, 

TO 
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The  inhabitant's  of  the  Aflfumptionj  having  learned 
that  there  appealed  fome  Ihips  at  the  entrance  of 
Rio  de  iaTlata,  by  means  of  fires^  vrhich  the  In- 
dians had  ^^eed  with  the  Spaniards  to  make  from 
diflance  to  diflance  on  fuch  occafions)  and  fboci 
after,  that  the  ihips  brought  them  a  bilhop,  pre- 
pared to  receive  him,  in  a  manner  fuitaUc  to  his 
dignity^  and  expreffive  of  the  great  hopes  they  en- 
tertained, that  his  prefence  would  procure  them  a 
confiderable  abatement  of  the  evils  moft  of  thdn 
groaned  under.  The  fecular  clergy,  very  few  in 
number,  the  friars  of  St.  Francis,  and  two  of  the 
order  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  at  the  firft 
news  of  his  approach,  went  out  to  meet  him,  and 
found  him  attended  by  no  mean  retinue  of  priefts 
and  domefticks ;  the  Emperor  having  thought  pro- 
per, that  he  Ihould  appear,  at  his  firft  entrance  in- 
to his  diocefe,  with  a  train  fiiitable  to  his  dmaity. 
Irala,  who  happened  to  be  abfent  from  the  Affump- 
tion,  when  the  firft  news  of  the  bilhop's  approach 
arrived  there,  haftened  back  ta  receive  him ;  and, 
on*meeting  him,  fell  upon  his  knees  to  aflc  his  be- 
nedidlion. 

Don  Pedro  de  la  Torre  had  left  Spain  with 
three  ihips  full  of  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  all 
fbnt  by  the  Emperor,  under  the  command  oCMar- 
tin  de  Urua,  who  came  to  Spain  from  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  in  quality  of  procurator  of  that  Province. 
He  delivered  Irala  commiffions,  which  continued 
him  in  his  government,  and  fome  orders  of  his 
majefty,  containing  .a  great  many  regulations,  of 
which  the  principal  related  to  what  the  Spaniards 
call  Commandes, 

These  conuuandes  were  a  method  contrived  to 
reward  thoie,  who  had  contributed  to  die  eibabliih- 
ment  of  the  colony,  and  who,  as  has  been  ah'eady 
obferved,  were  ftiled  the  Cbnquerors  of  Pairaguay. 
We  ihall  ibon  explain,  at  large,  what  theie.  com- 

mandes 
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mandes  were.  Let  it  fuffice,  for  the  prefent,  to 
lay,  that  they  confifted  of  a  certain  number  of  In- 
-dian  fubjedts,  who  were  obliged  to  ferve  thofe  to 
whom  they  were  granted.  But,  there  not  being,  as 
yet,  enough  of  thefe  poor  creatures  to  fupply  all 
the  Spaniards,  who  laid  claim  to  their  fervices,  the 
governor,  by  the  advice  of  the  biftiop  and  all  thofe 
who  had  a  right  of  voting  in  the  council,  refolved 
to  form  new  fettlements  of  the  natives,  of  whom 
they  thought  themfelves  intitled  to  difpofe,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  knew  it  was  impoflible  to  do 
it,  till  they  fixed  them  to  fome  certain  fpot. 

The  year  following,  the  governor  fent 
^557'  captain  RuiDiaz  Melgarejo  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Guayra,  by  which  was  underftood  all  the 
country  watered  by  the  Parana,  above  the  great 
fall  and  the  rivers  that  flow  into  it.  Melgarejo, 
after  furveying  a  great  deal  of  it,  found  the  lituation 
of  the  city  of  Guayra  but  indifferent.  He,  there- 
fore, took  all  the  inhabitants  out  of  it;  and,  hav- 
ing tranlported  them  .to  the  other  jfide  of  the  Pa- 
rana, he  there  traged  out,  on  the  banks  of  it 
but  three  leagues  higher,  near  the  place  where 
it  receives  the  little  river  Piquiri,  a  new  town, 
which  he.  called  Gudad  Real  The  air  here  is  not 
over  whplfome ;  but,  in  other  reipefts,  the  fituation 
is  very  advantageous.  Fifti,  and  land  game  elpe- 
cially,  are  found  here  in  the  greateft  plenty.    Forty 

'  tbpufand  Indians  were  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  who  found  no.  great  difficulty  in  bring- 
ing them  to  cultivate  the  earth,  which,  in  a  fhort 
time,  rewarded  their  pains  with  plentiful  crops  of 

.  grain, .  pulfe,  and  cotton.  Some  memoirs  fay,  that 
vines  and  fugar-ciaqes  were  planted  here  with  fonie 

'  fuccefs.  • 

.    .  At  the  fame  time  that  Irala  fent  Melgarejo  into 

the  proviijce  of  Guayra,  he  difpatched  Nu^o  de  Cha- 

jrep,  with,  two  hundred  and  twenty  foldierp,  and  three 

•  thoufand 
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thoufand  five  hundred  Indians,  xo  make  fuch  ano- 
ther eftablifhment  among  the  Xarayes.  Chaves, 
who  had  his  own  views,  found  no  fituation,  in  all 
the  country,  convenient ' enough  for  a  town;  fo 
turned  to  the  Weft,  on  receiving  advice,  that,  by 
following  a  courfe  laid  down  to  hihi,  he  would  meet 
with  Guaranis  pretty  near  the  frontiers  of  Peru. 
One  of  the  firft  nations  he  found  on  his  road  was 
the  Chiquites,  who  obliged  him  to  meafure  his 
ftrength  with  them  ;  for  as  war  was  not  his  errand, 
and  he  was  befides,  defirous  of  preferving  all  the 
troops  he  had  brought  with  him,  he  at  firft,  turned 
out  of  their  way.  But  when  he  thou^t  he  had 
leaft  to  feat  from  thofe  brave  Indians,  who  had 
given  fomuch  uneafmefs  to  the  conquerors  of  Peru, 
neTound  theni  before  him,  armed  with  pikes,  darts 
and  arrows,  defended  by  a  ftrong  pallifadoe  fur- 
rouflded  with  ditches  and  trenches ;  and  the  whole 
with  pointed  ft akes  of  a  very  hard  wood  driven  into 
the  earth. 

Chaves,  now  finding  thart  the  Chiquites  were 
refolved  in  good  earneft  not  to  let  him  proceed  any 
further,  hefitated  no  longer  to  attack  them  -,  a:nd,  at 
h&y  obliged  them  to  give  .>vay,  and  take  to  their 
heels,  though  hot  withoirt  the  lofs  of  a  good  malny 
men,  who  were  killed  6ii-the;fpot,  and  a  gre^t  ma- 
ny others,  who,  though  Very  Hightly  wounded  in 
appearance,  died  in  a  few  days  after,  the  Chicjuites, 
itfeems,  having,  made  ^e  of  poiibned  arrows  to 
defend  themfelyes.  Upon  this,  the  furvivin^  Spa- 
niards infifted  on  Chaves's  execviting  the  orders:  he 
had  received  to  form  an  eftabli'ftiment  among  the 
Chiquites.  This  was  a  fine  opportunity  to  fecure 
the  poffeAion  of  King's  Port ;  but  Chaves,  it  feems, 
was  refolved  not  to  return  back  to  Paraguay.  '     * 

In  the  mean  time^  he  received  intelligence  of  the 

death  of  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Wla,  who, 

having  made  an  ^xcurfion  to  an  Indian  town  to 

■  ^  haften 
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haften  a  fall  of  wood  for  the  conftrudtion  of  a  cha- 
pel, he  was  building  in  the  cathedral  of  the  Aflump- 
tion,  was  feized  with  a  flow  fever,  which  obliged 
him  to  return  to  the  city,  and  carried  him  off  in  a 
fliort  time.  He  had,  however,  time  enough  to 
prepare  for  his  appearance  before  God,  and  made 
the  proper  ufe  of  it.  The  biftiop  never  ftirred 
from  him  during  thefe  precious  moments,  and 
he  expired  with  fentiments,  which  greatly  edi- 
fied the  affiftants.  As  foon  as  he  faw  himfelf  near 
his  end,  he  named  Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza,  his 
fon-in-law,  lieutenant-general  and  commander  of 
the  province,  till  the  Emperor  ftiould  name  ano- 
ther; and  this  choice  was  univerfally  approved, 
Mendoza  fcrupuloufly  followed  all  the  views  of 
his  father-in-law,  in  regard  to  the  making  of  new 
eftabhfliments  ;  and,  as  he  had  none  fo  much  at 
heart,  as  that  Chaves  had  been  direfted  to  atr 
tempt  among  the  Xarayes,  he  immediately  dip- 
patched  an  expreis  to  him  with  orders  to  execute 
what  had  been  already  prefcribed  to  him  on  that^ 
head 

Q  The  meflcngers  found  him  on  the 
557*5  •  (pQi;^  where  he  had  forced  the  intrench- 
ment  of  the  Chiquites.  But  he  had  advanced 
too  far  to  return,  though  not  without  maturely 
weighing  aU  the  confequences  of  it.  Moft  of  his 
men,  he  had  reafon  to  fear,  would  defert  him ;  and, 
ill  fadi,  one  hundred  and  forty  told  him  plainly, 
that,  if  he  was  refoived  not  to  return  to  the  Xarayes, 
they  could  follow  him  no  further.  To  this  he 
made  anfwer,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  force  any 
man.  Upon  this,  they  named  for  their  com- 
mander  the  captain  Gonzales  Cafco,  and .  fet  out 
for  the  Xarayes.  Chaves  with  about  iixty  men, 
who  remained  with  him,  continued  his  march 
to  the  plains  of  the  TamagtiacOy  where  he  met  cap- 
tain Andrew  Manlb,  whom  the  marquis  de  Ca- . 

nette 
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riette,  viceroy  of  Peru,  had  fent  witfi  a  (frong  rfd- 
tachment  to  make  an  eftabliftiment  there. 

Though  thefe  two  dficers  met  in  a  country  ex-^ 
tenfive  enough  to  fatisfy  their  ambition,  they  could 
not  agree ;  fo  that,  ta  terminate  ^he  differences  be- 
tween them,  it  was,  at  laft,  found  requifite  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  royal  audience  of  la  Plata  *.     The 
prefident  of  this  fuperior    court  repaired  to  the 
field  of  contention,  and  affigned  to  each  his  dif- 
ti  i;fl.      Upon  this,    Chaves,  leaving  his  company 
under  the  orders  of  Fernand  de  Salazar  his  lieu- 
tenant, immediately  went  to  pay  his  relpefts  to 
the  viceroy  at  Lima,  and  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  the  .country  ceded  to  him  wa?  very  rich,  and 
would  admit  of  very  good  eftablifhments.     The 
marquis  de  Canette,  though  he  knew  Chaves  only 
by  name,  and  that  he  had  married  one  of  his  rela- 
tions t,  took  a  great  liking  to  him,  and  imme  - 
diately  named  his  fon,  Don  Garcias  de  Mendoza, 
governor  of  all  this  country,    and  beftowed  the 
poft  of  king's  lieutenant  under  him  upon  Chaves, 
whom  he  ordered  to  return  there  direftly.     Chaves 
obeyed,  and  began  the  exercife  of  his  charge  by  - 
founding   in  this  new  province   a  town,    called 
Sapita  Cruz  de  la  Sierra^  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 
and  on  the  banks  of  a  very  pretty  rivulet.     Sixty 
thoufand  Indians  of  the  neighbourhood   were  re- 
duced without  fighting  ;   but,  as  moft  of  them 
were  of  the  .  nation  called  Moxes,   who  were  not 
converted  in  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after  this  period,  their  fubmiffion,  during  this  long 
interval,  was  litde  better  than  apparent ;   for  they 
never .  wore  the  yoke  but  when  they  could  not 

fliake 

• 

*  The  royal,  audiences  are  fuperior  courts  immediately 
'  under  the  viceroy.  All  that  country,  to  which  we  give  the 
name,  of  Paraguay,  is  fubjeft  to  that  of  the  city  of  U 
JPlata.  '  '"         -  .       .  .  .     . 

t  The  daughter  of  Don  Francis  de  Mendoza  beheaded 
tt  the  Aflumption. 


0  F    P  A  R  A  G  U  A  Y.  iS9 

fhake  it  ofF.  This  town  has  been  fince  removed 
fifty  leagues  more  to  the  north ;  and  it  is  very 
probable,  that  the  Moxes  fince  that  time  entirely 
recovered  their  liberty. 

Ik  the  mean  time  the  Spaniards  who  had  fepa- 
rated  from  Chaves,  and  whom  all  the  Indians  had 
followed,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  back  to  the 
Xarayes \;  and  from  thence,  as  foon  as  the  veflels 
they  had  left  with  them  were  refited,  to  the  Af- 
fiimption:  The  firft  thing  they  heard  on  their 
arrival  here  was,  that  the  lieutenant-general  was 
dead,  and  that  Don  Juan  de  Ortiz  de  Vergear,  who 
had  been  unanimoufly  eledled  to  fucceed  him 
had  been  publickly  declared  by  the  bifhop,  in  the 
name  of  his  majefty,  governor,  captain-gener^, 
and  chief  juftice  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  h 
Plata,  to  the  general  fatisfaftion  of  all  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  year  following,  the  Guaranis  revolted, 
probably  with  a  view  of  being  able  to  (hake  off  a 
yoke,  the  weight  of  which  grew  from  day  to 
day  more  intolerable.  Several  of  them  had  ac- 
companied Nuflo  de  Chaves  in  the  expedition  we 
fpoke  of;  and,  having  feen  the.  efFedts  of  the 
poifonous  arrows  of  the  Chiquites,  had  brou^t 
home  a  great  qu^tity  of  them.  They  flattered 
themfelves,  it  is  probable,  that  with  fuch  arms 
they  might  foon  be  able  to  exterminate  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  oblige  the  reft  to  aba^idon  the 
country.  Be  that  as  it  will,  their  revolt  foon  be- 
came a  much  more  ferious  affair  than  jt  was  at 
firfl:  thought  to  be ;  and  the  governor  had  occafion 
for  all  his  forces  to  fupprefe  it.  The  6uaranis 
had  the  advantages  in  the  firft  (kirmifhes,  and,  if 
the  poiibn  of  their  arrows  had  not  loft  a  great 
deal  oi  its  activity,  might  poflibly  have  accom- 
plilhed  their  defign.  At  leaft,  the  Spaniards 
found  it  requifite  to  treat  them  with  great  gendeneis 

thofe, 
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thofc,  who  firft  difcovered  a  defire  of  peace,  for  fear 
the  whole  nation,  which  was  very  numerous,  Ihould 
confpire  together  ;  and  fupply  with  defpair,  the 
place  of  poifon,  now  no  longer  of  any  fervice  to 
them.  This  method  had  the  defired  fuccefs ;  biit 
the  Spaniards  never  benefited  by  the  leflbn,  which 
this,  and  even  another  affair  of  the  fame  kind,  offered 
them,  fo  far  as  to  alter  their  treatment  of  men,  they 
could  not  poflibly  do  without,  and  whofe  affec- 
tion, it  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory, 
they  might  have  cafily  gained. 

g  The  governor,    who  had  marched  in 

^  ^  '  petfbn  againfl  the  Guaranis  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood 6f  the  Aifumption,  was  fcarce  returned 
to  that  city^  whiin  an  Indian  came  to  require  of  him, 
in  the  name  of^  Melgarejo,  fpeedy  fuccours  againfl 
thofe  in  the  ileighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Red,  who 
had  likcwife  taken  up  arms.  The  Indian  added, 
that  he  had  paft  thrpugh  the  thick  of  the  enemies, 
who  woujd  have  certairjly  ftopt,  and,  perhaps, 
killed  hini,  had  he  not  bethought  himfelf  of  fpeak- 
ihg  very  ill  of  the  Spaniards  to  all  thofe  he  was 
under  a  neceflity  of  converfing  with.  The  gover- 
nor feeing  him  naked,  with  nothing  but  his  bow 
and  arrows  about  him,  afked  him,  what  proof  he 
could  give  of  his  commiffion.  The  only  anfwer 
the  Indian  gave  to  this  queflion  was,  by  putting 
his  bow  to  the  governor's  hand,  and  defiring 
him  to  examine  it  well.  The  governor  turned  it 
every  way,  and  examined  it  on  all  fides,  as  did 
likewife  all  the  afTiflance,  but  without  difcovering 
any  thing  extraordinary  to  attradt  their  attention. 
The  Indian,  upon  this,  taking  it  back,  fhewed 
;  them  in  the  middle  of  its  bend,  and  on  the; '  in- 
fide,  a. little  flit  fo  well  clofcd,  as  to  be  fcarce 
difcernable  ;  and  then  drew  out  a  note -from 
Melgarejo,  which  was  to  ferve  him  for  his' cre- 
dentials. '  .     :      .    i     •*    I 

■  -  The 
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The  general,  after  delH^erating  on  the  means 
to  ftifle  this  revolt,  gave  the  commiffion  to  Don 
Alphonfo  de  Riquelmi,  who  had  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf  greatly  in  that  of  the  Guaranis  nearer  home. 
Riquelmi,  aftef  making  ibme  difficulty  of  accept- 
ing this  commiflion,  on  account  of  fome  mifun- 
derftanding  between  him  amd  Mclgarejo,  fet  out 
with  feventy  Spaniards.     On  his  arrival,  he  found 
that  the  revolt    was  atmoft   general  throughout 
the  whole  country,  and  that  Ciudad  Real  was  re- 
duced to  the  greateft  extremity,  being  invefted  by 
the  enemy  with  a  ftrong  barricade,  which  he  was 
obKged  to  force    before  he    could  get    into  /  it* 
Though  the  governor  was  not  overjoyed  to  fee 
him,  and  betrayed  hfs  fentiments  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  received  him,  be  begged  him  to  make  a 
faliy  on  the  enemy,  excufing  himfelf  from  doing 
it  on  account  of  a  fluxion  in  his  eyes,  which,  he 
faid,  almoft  deprived  him  of  his  fight. 

',  RiquELMi   ccMifented;    and,  at  the 

^^  head  of  one  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a 

body  of  Indians,  in  whom,  however,  he  placed  no 
great  ^confidence,  forced  the  barricades,  purfued  the 
Indians  to  their  neareft  towns,  feized  fome  of  their 
chiefs,  whom  he  inunediately  ordered  to  be  hang- 
ed i  and,  continuing  his  march,  fent  for  the  reft 
of  their  Caciques,  who  came  in  on  the  firft  notice, 
and  applied  for  Peace  in  the  moft  (ubmiffive  pof- 
ture.  He  did  not  grant  it,  however,  till  he  had 
taken  fecurity  againft  their  inconftancy.'  This 
done,  he  embarked  his  troops  on  the  Parana ; 
and  hearing  that  there  ftill  remained  in  the  heart 
of  die  country  a  great  number  of  Indiaiis, 
who  had  vowed  the  deftruftion  of  Ciudad  Real, 
and  the  death  of  all  the  Spaniards,  he  fet  out 
in  queft  of  them. 

After  traverfing  a  very  thick  wood,  he  dif- 

covered  a  body  of  Indians  pretty  advantageoufly 

Vol.  I.  M  pofted 
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polled  in  a  grove  of  pines,  where  he  attacked 
them  with  fo  much  relolution,  that  they,  at  laft, 
fled  in  great  diibrder  ;  but,  being  joined  by  great 
numbers  of  others  Indians,  they  faced  about,  and 
fuddenly  furrounded  Riquelmi  in  a  very  long  and 
very  narrow  valley.  Though  he  thoroughly  com- 
prehended the  greatnefs  of  his  danger,  inftead  of 
fufFering  himfelf  to  be  diftieartened  by  it,  he  put 
on  the  bolder  face  ;  and,  by  his  intrepid  appear- 
ance, difconcerted  the  enemy  to  fuch .  a  degree, 
that  they  permitted  him  to  recover  the  plain,  where 
a  great  number  of  Indians  were  encamped.  Thefe 
he  immediately  charged,  killed  a  vaft  number  of 
them,  took  a  great  many  of  thofe  who  had  efcaped 
prifoners,  and  among  them  many  chiefis,  who,  to 
obtain  their  lives,  told  him  they  had  been  forced  to 
take  up  arms  by  the  moft  powerful  Caciques  of 
their  nation,  and  by  thofe  who  had  been  given 
in  command  to  the  Sjpaniards,  and  *  were,  at  any 
rate,  for'fhaking  off  the  Spanifh  yoke.  Riquelnii, 
after  fpending  all  the  winter  following  in  re-efla- 
blifhing  tranquility  and  order  in  this  province,  re- 
turned  to  the  AfTumption,  where  he  was  received, 
as  it  were,  in  triumph,  and  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  governor,  who,  probably,  had  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived his  commiflions,  but  intended  to  fend  Mel- 
garejo  into  Spain  to  folicit  them,  and  give  the  Em- 
peror an  account  of  the  prefent  flate  of  his  pro- 
vince, thought  he  could  not  truflCiudal  Real,  and 
the  province  of  Guayra,  to  better  hands  than  thofe 
which  had  delivered  the  one  and  pacified  the  other. 
He,  therefore,fent  for  Melgarejo,  for  whofe  reception 
he  had  ready  one  of  the  largefl  and  befl  built  vef^ 
fels  that  had  been  as  yet  feen  in  Paraguay.  But 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  jufl  as  the  crew  were 
on  the  point  of  going  on  board,  fhe  appeared  all 
in  a  blaze,  and  \i^as  reduced  to  afhes,  in  fjpite  of  all 

the. 
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the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  to  fave  her.  A 
endeavours  to  difcover  the  incendiary  proved 
equally  inefFedlual  -,  but  he  was  fufpefted  to  be 
fomebody,  who  bore  no  good-will  to  the  governor, 
and  grudged  him  a  poft,  of  which  he  thought  him- 
felf  more  worthy. 

^  ^  Upon  this,  fome  perfons  advifed  Ver- 
1500  -  5  gjyj.^  to  apply  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  for 
commiflions  to  confirm  him  in  the  government ; 
and,  though  he  could  not,  in  all  probability,  take 
any  ftep  more  detrimental  to  himfelf  and  to  his  pro- 
vince, he  fo  much  reliflied  it,  that,  as  foon  as  hghad 
iupprefled  a  new  revolt  among  the  Indians,  in  doing 
which  a  great  deal  of  blood  was  {pilt  on  both  fides, 
he  refolved  to  wait  on  the  Viceroy  in  perfon,  zn^ 
fpared  no  expence  to  appear  to  advantage.  The 
comptroller,  Philip  de  Caceres  ;*  the  fadtor,  Peter 
de  Orantes;  the  captains  Peter  de  Segura  and  Chris- 
topher de  Saavedra ;  the  attorney-general,  Rui  Go- 
mez Maldonado  ;  and  a  great  many  other  gentle- 
men would  be  of  the  expedition.  Nay,  to  the  great 
furprize  of  moft  perfons,  the  bifhop  himfelf 
thought  proper  to  make  one  with  them,  attended 
by  fourteen  regular  or  fecukr  priefts. 

Vergara  appointed  Don  Juan  de  Ortega  to 
command  at  the  AlTumption  during  his  abfence, 
and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  efcorted  by  three  thoufand 
Spaniards,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians.  Nu- 
flo  de  Chaves,  who  was  now  returned  to  the  Af- 
fumption  for  his  wife  and  children,  fet  out  along 
with  him  ;  and,  on  his  arrival  among  the  Itatines, 
perfuaded  three  thou&nd  of  them  to  follow  him, 
by  making  them  the  mofl  magnificent  promifes. 
The  governor  had  no  fooner  entered  the  territory 
of"  Santa  Cruz,  then  Chaves,  feeing  his  hands  thus 
ftrengthened,  declared  to  him,  that  he  alone  had  a 

M  2  right 

*  Probably  the  fon  of  the  ancient  'comptroller,  and  the 
&ine  who  accompanied  Don  Alvarez  in  this  lafl  voyage. 
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right  to  command  there ;  upon  which,  nobody 
knowing  who  to  obey,  the  greateft  confiiiion  and 
diforder  enfiied,  and  was  ibon  followed  by'  a  great 
fcarcity  of  provifions^  which,  along  with  the  great 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  proved  fatal  to  numbers. 
The  Itatines,  elpecially,  fufFered  fo  feverely,  that 
they  thought  proper  to  Hop  fliort,  and  build  a  town 
in  a  place,  where  the  lands  had  the  appearance  of 
being  very  ft^rtile,  widiiii  thirty  leagues  of  Santa 
Cruz,  which  the  Spaniards  and  the  reft  of  the  In- 
dians made  grleat  marches  to  reach.  But  here  they 
fbuod  the  fame  fcarcity,  they  had  experienced  on 
their  journey  ;  and  a  great  number  or  the  Indians 
belonging  to  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  .Plata  pe- 
rifhed  by  it.  At  the  fame  time,  the  natives  of  the 
country  rofe  up  in  arms,  and  the  contagion  fpread 
even  beyond  the  Guapay.  Upon  this,  Chaves 
marched  againft  the  rebds  with  fifty  Spaniards  ; 
but  not  till  he  had  given  orders  to  his  lieutenant, 
Fernand  de  Salazar  to  difarm  the  governor  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  and  all  thofe  who  acconipanied  him, 
and  hinder  them  from  proceeding  to  Peru,  till  he 
was  returned  from  his  expedition.  But,  Vergara 
having  di(patchcd  a  courier  to  la  Plata  to  complain 
of  this  violence,  the  royal  audience  forbid  Salazar 
to  flop  them  any  longer.  Vergara,  on  his  arrival 
at  this  capital  of  lais  Charcas,  after  many  efcapes 
from  the  inveteracy  of  the  Indians,  who  were  ene- 
mies to  the  Spaniards,  a^d  fuffering  a  great 
deal  by  famine,  found  that  ftill  greater  mortifications 
awaited  him  here. 

There  had  been  laid  before  the  royal  audience 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  ten  heads  of  accufati- 
on  againft  him,  fome  of  them  very  weighty  ;  par- 
ticularly, his  having  drawn  from  the  province,  and 
at  a  great  expence,  fo  many  Spaniards  and  Indians, 
of  which  great  numbers  had  perifhed  on  the  journey. 
This  fovereign  court^  however,  declared  to  him^ 

that 
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that  they  did  not  intend  to  judge  of  all  thefe 
charges,  but  ^  referred  him  to  the  licentiate,  Don 
Lope  Garcia  de  Caftro,  governor  and  captain-ge- 
neral rf  Peru,  and  prefident  of  the  royal  audience 
of  Lima,  where  he  refided.  To  this  capital,  there- 
fore, Vergara  immediately  repaired ;  and,  on  his 
arrival  there,  was  ftript  of  his  government,  and 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  to  anfwer  all  the  charges  brought  againft 
him.  His  government  was  given  to  Don  Juan 
Ortiz  de  Zarate,  an  officer  who  had  giv^n  proofs 
of  his  nierit ;  but  on  condition,  however,  that 
he  fliouW  obtain  conMnifljons  diredtly  from  the 
king. 

^^  The  year  followii^  the  new  governor  of 
'5  Ric>  de  la  Plata  paft  over  from  Peru  into 
Sp^in^  after  naming  PhiUp  Caceres  his  lieutenant- 
general,  and  diftributing  to  hipi  and  his  attendants 
eye/y  thing  requifite  for  their  ^journey  to  the.  Af- 
funjption.  Philip  11.  received  hi*n  very  graci- 
oufly,  and  gave  him  the  ^mpleit  powers,  and  the 
wifeft  inftrudions,  for  the  advancement  of  the  co- 
iopy,  the  civilization  of  the  natives,  and  the  folid 
eftabliihipient  of  the  chrifti^  religion  in  thefe  vaft 
poufitries. 

gg  g  .  The  biftiop,  the  lieutenant-general, 
'^  '  anid  the  remains  of  the  Spaniards-  and  In- 
^  dians  whojbft  Pars^uay  with  Vergara,  and  who,  it  is 
prcthable,  fet  out  much  fooner  on  their  return  home, 
took  their  road  throi^  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
where  they  f(»jnd  Chavfes  returned  from  his  expedi- 
tiw,  and  w^e  very  well  received  by  him.  He  even 
^or.t<^  thipi,fpr  ibinetime,with  a  good  detachinent ; 
bujt  ^  ha4  hiis  views,  in  doing  them  this  politene&, 
for*  he  .^uced  on  the  road  as  many  of  them  as 
he  peffibly  could ;  particularly,  a  very  able  miner, 
called  Munos.  On  their  arrival  in  the  country 
.where  the  Itatine^  had  ilopt,   they  learned,  that 
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thefe  Indians  bore  no  good-will  to  the  Spaniards, 
whofe  refentment,  befides,  they  dreaded,  becaufe 
they  had  feparated  from  them  without  their  con- 
fent.  Chavez,  therefore,  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
turn  out  of  their  way  a  little,  either  to  avoid  giving 
them  any  occafion  of  jealoufy,  or  to  have  the  bet- 
ter opportunity  of  difco\fering  their  real  inten- 
tions. 

Being  informed,  on  his  arrival  near  an  Indian 
town,  that  feveral  Caciques  were  aflembled  there, 
he  entered  it  on  horfeback,  with  twelve  foldiers 
only  J  and  alighted  in  the  publick  place.  Several 
Indians  immediately  flocked  there,  feemingly  to 
welcome  him,  and  conducted  him  to  a  very  neat 
cabin,  where  rhey  invited  him  to  repofe  himfelf  a 
little.  As  he  was  greatly  fatigued,  he,  without 
further  ceremony,  threw  himfelf  into  a  hammock, 
and  took  off  his  helmet  the  better  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  the  freih  air,  and  fleep  more  at  his 
eafe,  But  he  had  fcarce  time  to  fetde  himfelf, 
when  a  cacique  came  behind  bim,  and  with 
a  violent  blo)V  ot  a  macana,  killed  him  upon 
the  fpot.  His  twelve  foldiers  were  all  maffacred  at 
the  fame  time,  except  a  trumpeter,  called  Alexan-^ 
der,  who,  covered  with  wounds  as  he  was,  had  time 
enough  to  get  on  horfeback  again,  and  inform  Don 
Diego  de  Mendoza,  who  followed  with  the  reft  of 
the  foldiers,  of  what  had  happened  i  and  who,  with- 
out this  notice,  would  have  probably  fhared  the 
fame  fate. 

^^  Chavez,  before  his  feparation  from  the 
^^  *  lieutenant-general,  had  promifed  to  wait 
for  him  at  an  appointed  place.  Caceres,  therefore, 
not  finding  him  there  at  his  arrival,4>egan  to  be  very 
uneafy  about  him,  when  fome  Indians  came  to  ad- 
vife  him  of  his  tragical  death.  Upon  this,  Ca^ 
ceres  pufhed  on  ;  and,  at  laft,  arrived,  without  any 
gccident,  on  the  banks  of  the  Paraguay.    He  ha4 
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lent  before  him  fix  foldiers  to  weigh'  up  the  barks 
and  canoes  he  had  funk  in  it,  in  order  to  return  oa 
board  them  to  the  Affumption  ;  but  fome  Paya- 
guas  and  other  Indians,  having  difcovered  them, 
fell  upon  them,  and  carried  them  into  flavery.  Ca- 
ceres  hinrfelf  arrived  foon  after  this  misfortune  > 
and  hearing  what  had.  happened,  offered  to  redeem 
his  foldiers ;  but  the  Payaguas  would  not,  at  firft, 
let  him  have  back  above  three  of  them ;  and  thefe, 
too,  they  fold  him  very  dear.  Some  days  after,  how- 
ever, they  fent  him  the  reft,  but  infifted  on  a  ftill 
higher  ranfom,  and  even  obliged  him  to  advance. 

He  then  bent  his  march  towards  the  country  of 
the  Itatines  j  tod,  on  his  approach  to  their  prin- 
cipal town,  found  himfelf  fuddenly  invefted,  at  a 
time  his  foldiers  were  working  their  way  through  a 
very  bad  ftep.  The  attack  of  the  Itatines  was  both 
very  warm,  and  very  well  concerted.  The  Spa- 
niards, animated  by  their  bifhop  and  clergy,  who 
exhorted  them  to  put  all  their  confidence  in  the 
Almighty,  fought,  as  well  as  their  Indians,  with 
great  bravery  and  order,  notwithftanding  the  bad- 
nefe  of  their  fituation,  and"  the  inveteracy  of  their 
enemies ;  and,  having  gained  a  little  ^ound,  and 
recovered  a  little  fpirits,  were  preparing  to  make 
their  beft- efforts,  when  all  on  a  fudden  the  Itatines 
appeared  as  if  feized  with  a  fudden  panic  ;  and,  the 
next  moment,  betpok  themfelves  to  fli^t  in  a  moft 
precipitate  manner. 

This  was  not  the  only  rencounter  Caceres  had 
with  the  Itatines,  whofe  parties  feemed  to  relieve 
each  other  regularly,  in  order  to  harrais  him,  and 
difabled  fome  of  his  men  in  every  flcirmifh.  At 
laft,  when  he  had  got  within  fifty  leagues  of  the 
Affumption,  he  no  longer  found  on  his  road  any  but 
allies,  vying  with  one  another  to  fupply  him  with 
provifions  and  refrelhments,  and  offer  him  all  the 
other  affiftance  in  tHeir  power.    The  very  day  of 
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his  arrival  in  the  capital,  which  was  on  the  firft.  of 
the  year  1569,  he  aflembled  the  council,  even  be- 
fore he  quitted  his  arms,  to  fliew  them  his  com  - 
miflion  as  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province ;  and 
was  received  as  fuch,  without  any  oppofition. 

g  The  firft  orders  he  gave  were  to  finifli 

'^  ^'    and  refit  the  brigantineis  and  barks  in  the 
port,  that  they  might  be.re^y  On  the  firft  notice ; 
and,  the  beginning  of  tlae  year  foUowing,  he  fet  out, 
on  board  them,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  n^en, 
for  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  or4er  to  receive  the 
fuccQurs,  which  the  governor  had  promifed  to  fend 
him  with  all  convenient  fpeed.     But,  feeing  no  fliips 
arrive,  though  he  waited  there  for  foipe  time,  j^d 
judging  his  prefence  inore  requifite  at  the  capital, 
he  left  a  letter  of  advice  in  a  bottle  faftened  to  a 
great  crofe,  which  he  caufed  to  be  erefted  on  the 
banks  of  one  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Gabriel,  and  fet 
put  on  his  return  to  the  Aflumption. 

He  had  fcarce  reached  it,  when  a  private  quar- 
rel^  which  had  feme  time  fubfifted  between  him  and 
the  bilhop  of  Paraguay,  broke  out  in  an  open  rup- 
ture ;  and  the  whole  city  divided  imo  two  parties, 
both  ready  to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities.     But 
what  was  pretty  odd  in*  this  affair,  feveral  clergynaen 
fided  with  the  Lieutenant-  Qeneral,  ^nd  feme  of- 
ficers declared  for  the  bilhop.     Caceres  made  thofe 
who  oppofed  him,  feel  all  the  weight  of  his  autho- 
rity ;  and  the  bilhop  excommunicated  him  with  the 
principal  minifters  ot  his  violences.     Trouble  and 
confunqn  now  unjverfally  prevailed;   and  thin^ 
at  laft,  came  to  (uch  a  pafe,  that  there  was  no  know- 
ing a  friend  from  an  enemy.     The  lieutenaiit-ce- 
neral  having  been  one  day  advertifed,  that  a  reft)- 
iution  had  been  taken  in  the  bilhop's  council  to  put 
him  under  arreft,  he  imniediately  laid  hands  upon 
all  thofe  he  moft  fuipedled,  beginning  with  the  bi- 
ihop's  fteward,  Don  Alphonib  de  Segovia  \  and  then 

tooH 
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took  (hipping  to  return  to,  the  iflands  of  St.  Ga- 
briel. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  place  where  he  haU  left  his 
letter ;  he  detached  a  brigantine  to  examine,  if  any 
fliip  appeared  in  the  bay ;  and,  being  informed  there 
did  not,  left  more  letters  in  feveral  places  and  em- 
barked again.     He  had  brought  with  him  the  bi- 
Ihop's  fteward ;  and  took  it  into  his  head  to  fend 
him  to  Tucuman  -,  but  thofe  he  ordered  to  con-* 
du<5t  him  there,  unable  to  penetrate  into  that  pro- 
vince, of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Paraguay  as  yet 
knew,  very  little  befides  the  name,  brought  him 
back  again.     Caceres,  at  laft,  after  an  abfenr:e  of 
four  months,  arrived  at  the  Affumption,  where  he 
found  the  fire  of  diflention  at  ia  greater  height,  than 
ever ;    nor  did  bis  prefence  extinguifli  it*     Be- 
ing  giving  to  underfland  that  his  life  was  in  danger, 
he  confined  all  thofe  whom  he  happened  to  fufpeft 
of  any  defigns  upon  it.    He  even  gave  orders  to 
itran^e  -in  prifon,  a  gentleman  from  Seville,  cal- 
led Pedro  de  Efquivel,  and  fix  his  head  upon  the 
gallows  J  then  publiftied,  by  found  of  trumpet,  or- 
ders not  to  hold  any  correfpondence  with  the  bi- 
ftiop,  under  the  fevereft  penalties  ;    and  being  in- 
formed that  his  king's  lieutenant,  Don  Martin  Sua- 
rez  de  Toledo,  had  feai  the  prelate  in  private,  he 
immediately  ftripped  hinoi  of  all  his,  employments^ 

Up  ON  this,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
^57  •  city^  not  thinking  their  lives  and  liberties 
any  longer  in  lafety,  retired  to  the  country,  and 
the  bifhop  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  houfe  of  the  fa- 
thers of  mercy,  w)iere  he  was  not  long  permitted 
to  remain  quiet.  The  lieutenant-general  himfelf 
was  very  far  from  being  at  his  eafc.  His  fears  made 
him  jftartle  at  every  fhadpw,  and  he  never  appeared 
without  a  gu^rd  of  fifty  foldiers,  which  he  hefides 
often  changed,  The  bifliop^^  at  laft,  loft  patience  ; 
jwid,  one  day,  as  the  lieuienant-'geiaml  w^s  enter- 
ing 
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^ng  the  cathedral  to  hear  mafe,  ordered  him  to  be. 
feized,  and  imprifoned  under  a  ftrong  guard ;  and 
even  bolted  and  chained.  His  confinement  ^  lafted 
a  whole  year,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  bifliop  him- 
felf  conducted  him  to  Spain ;  God  thus  permitting, 
that  he  ftiould  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
which,  his  father,  if  not  himfelf,  had  treated  the 
virtuous  Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  dc 
Vaca-  How  this  tranfaftion  was  relifhed  at  court, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover.  But  it  is  cer- 
tain, neither  the  lieutenant-general,  nor  the  pre- 
late, ever  returned  to  Paraguay. 

As  foon  as  thefe  two  champions  were 
^51^12'  embarked,  Don  Martin  Suarez  de  Tole- 
do took  upon  him  to  exercife,  not  only  without  the 
confent,  but  even  againft  the  will  of  the  council, 
the  functions  of  the  charge,  of  which  the  lieutenant- 
general  had  fo  lately  ftripped  him.  Some  time  after, 
on  the  laftday  of  September  1735,  Juan  de  Ga- 
ray,  a  Bifcayen  gentleman,  founded  the  city  of 
Santafe,  about  ten  leagues  higher  than  the  place, 
where  Rio  Salado^  coming  from  Tucuman,  falls 
into  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and,  fome  years  after,  another 
was  founded,  under  the  name  of  Xeres,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  twelve  degrees,  and  thirty  leagues  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Paraguay ;  but  by  whom,  and  upon  what 
occafion,  is  not  mentioned. 

To  return  to  the  founder  of  Santafe,  after  he. 
had  broi^ht  his  town  to  fome  form,  he  refolved  to 
gain  Ibme  knowledge  of  the  neighbourhood,  es- 
pecially to  the  weft,  where  he  wifhed  to  be  able  to 
extend  his  diftri<5t  beyond  the  river.  Having  cau- 
fed  a  bark  and  fome  pirogues  tp  be  built  for  this 
purpofe,  he  embanked  on  board  them  with  fifty  fol- 
diers,  and  entered  Rio  Saladq,  on  the  banks  of 
which  he  was  eyery  where  pretty  well  received  by 
the  Indians  he  met  with,  till  one  day  that  he  found 
himfelf  furrounded  by  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
gave  him juft  caufe  to  fuipedt  their  fincerity.  He  had 
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fcarce  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  not  to  be  furprized 
by  them,  when  the  whole  country  appeared  in  a 
.  blaze.  Upon  this  he  immediately  difpatched  or- 
ders to  the  mailer  of  the  bark,  which  he  had  left 
behind,  probably  becaufe  flie  drew  too  much  wa- 
ter, to  fend  one  of  his  men  to  the  round-top,  to  fee 
and  difcover  the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  and  general  a 
conflagration ;  and  the  meflenger  immediately  re- 
turned with  word,  that  the  country  was  quite  co- 
vered with  armed  Indians,  marqhing  towards  him 
at  a.  great  rate. 

He  immediately  drew  out  his  handful  of  men, 
and  exhorted  them  not  to  flmch  at  the  fight  of  this 
rabble,  which  would  not  ftand  the  difcharge  of 
their  fire-arms.  The  next  moment,  a  foldier,  whom 
he  had  pofted  on  an  eminence,  fent  to  inform  him 
that  he  faw  a  man,  on  horfe-back,  purfuing  a  body 
of  thefe  Indians ;  and  he  himfelf  foon  difcovered  fix 
horfemen,  driving  the  fame  body  towards  him 
with  fuch  fiiry,  that  t^e  poor  wretches,  to  be  more 
af  liberty,  threw  away  their  bows  and  afrows,  cry- 
ing out,  to  his  great  (urprize,  that  they  were  pur- 
fuod .  by  Spaniards.  Upon  this^  he  immediately  dif- 
patched an  Indian,  who  was  greatly  attached  to  him, 
and  knew  the  country  well,  with  a  letter  to  the  Spa- 
niards, with  whom  he  foon  returned.  The  ac- 
count they  gave  of  themfelveswas,  that  they  were 
under  the  orders  of  Don  Jerom  Lewis  de  Cabrei^a, 
governor  of  Tucuman,  who,  having  founded  a 
town  in  this  province,  on  the  laft  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1573,  by  the  name  of  New  Cordova,  had  fent 
them  to  reconnoitre  the  country ;  and  that  this  ex- 
pedition was  the  caufe  of  that  alarm,  .which  he  had 
perceived  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  it. 

They  then  took  leave  of  him,  in  or4er  to.rejpin 
their  general ;  and  C5aray  returned  .to  Santafe.  The 
governor  of  Tucuman, :  on  the  arrival  of  his  party, 
fent  Dnufro  de  Aguilar^  to  declare  to  Garay,  that 

Santafe 
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Santafe  belonged  to  his  government^  and  to  film- 
mon  him  to  acknowledge  him  for  his  governor 
and  captainTgeneral.  Aguilar  executed  his  com- 
miffion  with  the  forms  required  by  law,  not  only 
m  regard  to  Garay  himfeif,  but  likewife  the  ioha- 
bants  of  his  new  town.  To  this  fiminK)ns  they 
anfwered,  that  Santafe,  having  been  founded  by 
orders  of  him  who  commanded  at  the  AifumptioD^ 
and  oiF  the  council  of  the  province  of  Rio  dc  la 
Plata,  it  was  before  them,  of  courfe,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Tucuman  (hould  lay  his  pretenfions.  In 
the  mean  time,  three  canoes  fuH  ot  Indians  arrived 
at  Santafe,  and  delivered  Garay  a.  letter,  from  the 
Adelantade  Don  John  Ortiz,  de  Zarate,  dated  at 
Port  St.  Gabriel. 

In  this  letter,  Don  John,  who,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  mouth  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  had  been  infonned 
of  the  foundation  of  Santafe,  appointed  Garay  bs 
king's  lieutenant ;  and,  in  quality  of  Adelantade, 
chief  juftice  of  Santafe,  acquainting  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  v/as  in  great  want  of  provifions, 
and  a  reinforcement  of  men  to  awe  the  Charuas. 
who  prevented  his  fending  for  any  to  the  continent. 
He,  likewife,  enclofed  himcopies  of  his  owncommif' 
lions,  and  fome  royal  ceduies,  which  contained 
little  more  than  a  confirmation  of  them.  Aguilar, 
who  bad  not  as  ye(t-  left  Santafe,  having  nothing  Jo 
KfAy  when  (hewed  thefe  comn^ons,  immediate- 
ly fet  out  for  Cordova. 

As  yet  we  have  had  no  occalion  to  ipeak  of  Tu- 
cuman, fai  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  ;  but  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  proceed  any  further,  without  taking  no- 
tice of  the  tranfadions  in  that  province,  and  even 
Chaco,  which  divides  it,  in  many  places,  from  what 
was  then  called  the  province  of  Rjo  de  la  Plata,  hi- 
therto the  fele  cftge^St  of  our  attention*  To  prove 
this  neceflity  the  better,  and  render  more  intelligi- 
ble what  I  have  to  iay  of  thefe  two. provinces,  I 

think 
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think  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  by  making  the  read- 
er well  acquainted  with  their  extent ;  their  iituati- 
on ;  their  original  inhabitants ;  in  what  manner  the 
Spaniards  fettled  in  the  firfl: ;  and  all  the  other  moft 
remarkable  particulars  of  both.  ^ 

TucuM.AN  is  bounded,  to  the  eaft,  by  Chaco, 
taken  in  the  extent  given  it  by  father.  Locano,  a  je- 
fiiit,  the  only  hiftorian,  who  lias  given  us  any  ac- 
count of  it ;  to  the  weft  by  the  province  of  Cuyo^  de- 
pend^it  upon  Chili,  and  by  the  mountains  of  Peru ; 
to  the  north  and  north-weft,  by  the  province  of  las 
Charcas ;  to  the  north-eaft,  by  that  of  Santa  Cruz 
de  la  Sierra ;  and  is,  all,  contained  between  the 
twenty-third  and  twenty-fecond  degrees  of  fbuth 
latitude.  There  is  one  thing  very  remark- 
able in  this  province,  and  that  is,  the  nearer  you 
approach  the  tropic,  the  colder  it  is.  -This  is  owing 
to  feveral  chains  of  mountains,  fome  of  them  ex- 
ceedingly high,  that  lie  near  its  northern  extremity." 
Its  figure  pretty  much  refembles  that  of  a  cone,  with 
its  vertex  under  the  tropic.  The  bafe  may  mea- 
fure  about  fixty  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft.  Its  name 
is  that  of  the  firft  nation,  met  by  thofe  who  entered 
it  on  the  fide  of  Peru. 

Most  of  the  northern  nations  live  in  marfii- 
es,  where  their  chief  food  confifts  of  filh.  The 
fouthern  nations  are  perpetually  roving  from 
place  to  place  in  an  extenfive  country,  where  they 
ftibfift  by  hunting  and  fowling.  It  is  reported, 
that  human  fkeletons  have  been  found  there  more 
than  twenty  feet  long ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  fa- 
ble, that  has  gained  credit,  concernbg  thefe  remote 
quarters  of  South-America.  The  &me  ftature  has 
been  attributed  to  fbme  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Areights  of  Magellan,  known,  in  a 
great  many-  relations,  by  the  name  of  Pata-^ 
gonioHS.  We  ftiall  find  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory, 
that  ifcil  thek  wonders  have  been  advanced  with-» 

out 
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out  almoft  any  foundation.  In  the  heart  of  Tu- 
cuman,  the  men  are,  in  general,  of  a  lower  ftaturfe^ 
and  more  ftupid,  than  thofe,  whom  the  firft  adven-^ 
turers  found  in  the  vallies  of  the  Cordilliere  of 
Peru,  and  equally  favage  and  indolent.  .  There  are 
fome  nations,  who  ufe  no  other  ftielter,  but  grot- 
toes they  make  themfelves  under  ground,  where 
the  day- light  very  feldom  penetrates.  Thofe  next 
to  Pervf  and  the  prbvince  of  las  Charcas,  are  not 
quite  fo  deftitute,  as  the  reft,  of  the  eonveniencies 
of  life  i  they  live  in  towns.  Some  have  copper 
and  filver,  which  they  receive  from  the  province 
of  las  Charcas,  in  which  Potofi  is  fituated ;  but 
they  feem  to  fet  viery  little  value  upon  thefe  me- 
tals. 

There  are,  in  Tucuman,  flieep  about  the  lize 
of  a  fmall  camel,  but  very  ftrong  loined,  for  which 
reafon  they  make  ufe  of  them  for  carrying  bur- 
thens. Their  wool  is  fo  extremely  fine,  that,  when 
made  into  ftuffs,  it  can  fcarce  be  difcerned  from 
filk.  Lions  and  tygers  are  prefty  common  here. 
The  firft  are  fmall,  and  not  much  to  be  feared ; 
but  the  fecond  are  larger  and  fiercer  than  thofe  o£ 
any  other  country.  I  have  already  taken  notice  of 
the  fame  difference  between  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
animals,  in  fpeaking  of  the  countries  watered  by 
the  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  it  may  be 
faid  to  hold  good  of  all  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
South-America.  The  Indians  get  the  tygers  out 
of  the  woods,  by  fetting  fire  to  them ;  and  then  kill 
them,  in  great  numbers,  with  their  arrows,  at 
which  they  have  a  very  good  aim ;  but,  then  they 
muft  be  extremely  wary  and  nimble  to  hinder  the 
tygers  from  being  before  hand  with  them. 

Thje  principal  rivers  of  Tucuman  are  thofe  moft 
commonly  called  Rio  Saladoy  and  Rio  Dolce.  Next 
to  thefe  the  moft  confiderable  is  Rio  Tercero^  which 
J  have  already  taken    notice  of      But,  though 
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the  two  firft  rivers  receive  feveral  fmall  ones,  it  is 
but  here  and  there  they  have,  in  the  dry  feafons, 
water  enough  to  carry  pirc«ues.  Both  have  their 
iburces  in  tne  mountains  of  Peru,  and  very  often 
change  their  names.  Rio  Salado  falls  into  Rio  de 
la  Plata ;  and  Rio  Dolce  lofes  itfelf  in-fome  lakes, 
called  Pavangos.  There  are  feveral  others,  which 
ileal  into  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner they  ifliie  from  it.  Moft  of  them  even  run  fo 
Ihort  a  way,  and  have  fo  little  water,  that  no  names 
have  been  given  them,  at  leaft  in  maps.  Almoft 
all  of  them  change  the  names  given  them  by  the  in- 
habitants, at  every  town  they  pais  through.  The 
foreils  are  full  of  fprings,  and  at  almoft  every  ftep 
arc  to  be  found  little  lakes  and  marfhes,  which 
never  dry.  So  much  water  muft  contribute  greatly 
to  refrelh*  and  fertilize  the  land.  Accordingly, 
though  it  never  rains  in  Tucuman  during  fix 
months  of  the  year,  the  earth,  kept  moift  by  the 
inundations  naturally  produced  by  the  aknoft  con- 
ftant  rains  during  the  other  fix  months,  yield,  with 
due  cultivation,  feveral  forts  of  grain,  pulfe  and  ef- 
culent  roots. 

Tucuman  was  pretty  weU  inhabited,  when  the 
Spaniards  entered  Peru.  The  nations  neareft 
that  empire  had  fubmitted  to  the  Incas.  Others 
were  governed  by  Caciques,  who  acknowlec^ed 
no  fuperior.  Thofe,  who  roved  about  from  place 
to  place,  were  feparated  into  families,  which  ac- 
knowledged no  matters  but  their  feveral  heads. 
The  forefts  between  Rio  Dolce  and  Rio  Salado 
abound  with  honey  and  wax.  Cotton,  carouge, 
cochenil,  and  paftel,  are  to  be  met  with  in  many 
places.  The  carouge  lafts  the  whole  year,  and 
fome  nations  make  their  ordinary  food  of  it.  For- 
merly, the  principal  riches  of  this  country  confift- 
ed  in  cottpn  clothes,    which  paffed   current  for 

money 
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■  » 

money  among  the  inhabitants,  and  were  fent,  iii 
great  quantities,  to  Potofi.  , 

They  likewife  fed  great  quantities  of  large  and 
finall  cattle.  The  Spaniards,  who  firft  penetrated 
into  this  province,  had  turned  loofe,  into  the  [dains 
and  defarts,  horfes  and  oxen,  which  they  had 
brought  with  them  from  Peru.  Thefe  animals 
multiplied  to  a  prodigious  degree ;  fb  that  the  new 
mafters  of  the  country,  freed  from  the  care  of 
breeding  or  feeding  them,  and  having  nothing  to 
do  but  hunt  them  down,  lived  for  fome  time  pret- 
ty much  at  their  eafe.  Butj  too  little  pleafed  with 
this  happy  mediocrity,  they  defpifed  it  to  lock 
out  for  gold ;  and,  too  idle  to  fupply  the  place  of 
it  by  labour,  for  their  enquiries  produced  but 
very  little,  they,  threw  the  whole  weight  of 
providing  for  their  fubfiftence  upon  the  poor  In- 
dians, and  thereby  made  of  them  irreconcilable 
enemies,  who  have  often  ravaged  not  only  their 
feparate  habitations,  but  even  their  towns ;  fb  that 
Tucuman,  though  fo  near  Potofi  and  Peru,  is  one 
of  the  pooreft  colonies  the  Spaniards  have  in  the 
new  world. 

The  weather  is  fo  exceffively  cold,  in  fome  parts 
of  Tucuman,  during  the  winter,  that  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  to  find  animals,  that  have  perilh- 
ed  by  it.  Not  only  it  never  rains,  but  there 
feldom  appears  fo  much  as  a  cloud,  in  that  feafon. 
Spring  is  ufliered  in  by  fuch  heavy  Ihowers,  that, 
in  towhs,  the  ftreets  refemble  fo  many  rivers; 
and,  in  the  open  country,  the  waters,  united  in  the 
bottoms,  form  very  large  lakes.  Thefe  (howers 
are  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightening,  and 
hail,  often  as  large  as  a  hen^s  egg.  Summer,  too, 
has  its  inconveniences.  The  heat  then  produceiS 
fuch  prodigious  quantities  of  bugs,  that  the  in- 
habitants have  no  'way  to  avoid  them-  but  by 
fleepingin  the  open  air  in  their  gardens.     Nor  is 
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that  afone  quite  iufficieiit.  Yet,  the  air  of  Tu- 
crunan  is  faid  to  be  pretty  wholfome.  Nuflo  dc 
Chaves  (eems  to  have  the  heft  title  to  the  honour 
of  liaving  difcovered  this  province,  though  fome 
Spaniards  had  orolTed  it  as  far  as  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata ;  for,  he  penetrated  more  than  once  into 
it,  and  gave  an  account  of  many  things  relating 
to  the  northern  parts  of  it  not  before  taken  no- 
tice of. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Tucuman  was  not  fettled  till 
the  year  1542,  when  Vaca  de  Caftro,  viceroy  of 
Peru,  after  defeating  the  young  Almagro,  dif- 
tributed,  among  his  captains,  the  governments,  his 
vidkory  had  enabled  him  to  confer ;  and  gratifying 
with  that- of  Tucuman,  thou^  not  as  yet  con- 
quered, Don  Diego  de  Rqjas ;  who  had  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf  by  his  fidelity  and  valour  during 
the  civil  wbxs.  Rojas  entered  his  province  with 
three  hundred  men,  and  furveyed  part  of  it  j  but, 
after  meeting  with  a  pretty  good  reception  frc«n 
feveral  nations,  was,  the  year  following,  wounded 
by  a  poifbned  arrow,  in  a  Ikirmifli  with  fome 
others,  and  died  of  the  wound,  havmg  refufed  the 
ailiftance  of  an  Indian  woman,  who  promifed  to 
cure  him. 

Upon  this,  Guttierez  whom  the  viceroy  of 
Peru  had  named  his  king's  lieutenant,  ^thought  to 
alFume  the  conunand  of  the  army ;  but,  as  he  had 
{bme  mifunderflanding  with  Don  Diego  de  Rqjas, 
the  officers,  and  even  thefoldiers,  refufed  to  obey 
him,  and  chofe  Don  Eirancifco  de  Mendoza,  who 
had  accompanied  Guttierez,  as  his  friend,  for  their 
general.  Guttierez,  however,  infilling  on  his  ri^t, 
.Mendoza  made  the  troops  confent  to  hislharing 
the  command  with  him.  They  then  made  ferae 
excurfions  tc^ether ;  but  foon  began  to  quarrel. 
Upon  this,  Mendoza  put  Guttierez  under  arreft, 
and  fent  him  with  fix  of  his  adherents,  under  a 
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guard  of  thirty  horfemen  to  Peru.  He  then  re- 
quired an  oath  of  fidelity  from  the  army.  This 
the  camp-mafter  Nicholas  de  Heredia  oppofed, 
as  Guttierez  had  not  as  yet  received  a  commifIi6n 
from  the  viceroy  of  Peru ;  butj  being  the  only 
perfon  of  this  fentiment,  he  was  fbon  obliged  to 
(wear  like  the  reft. 

* 

In  the  mean  time,  Mendoza  did  nothing  but 
ramble  up  and  down  the  country,  and  made  no 
eftablifliment  in  any  place.  At  length,  the  pre- 
fident  de  la  Gafta,  in  1549,  appointed  Don  Juan 
Nunes  de  Prado  governor  of  Tucuman ;  gave  him 
troops  to  keep  the  Indians  in  awe ;  and  families  to 
people  the  country ;  charged  him  to  take,  along^ 
with  him,  priefts  both  regular  and  fectilar;  and 
gave  him  inftrudtions  in  the  fame  ftrain  with  thofe 
he  had  already  given  to  Don  Di^o  Centeno,  for 
the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  fathers 
Alphonfb  Trueno,  and  Gafjpar  de  Caravaia,  of 
the  order  of  the  Merci,  fet  out  with  him,  and 
were  the  'firft  to  publifh  the  gofpel  in  Tucuman. 
But  their  miflion  would  have  been  much  more 
fucceisful  had  Prado  lived  longer,  or  his  fiiccef^ 
fbrs  followed^  the  inftrudtions  he  had  received,  with 
equal  exadlnefs. 

The  governor,  to  fecure  an  eafy  paffage  into 
his  province^  founded,  in  the  valley  of  Calchaqui, 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty- four  degrees  and  thirty  mi- 
nutes, a  town,  which  he  called  Saint  Michael. 
But  it  fubfifted  but  for  a  fhort  time  v  for  we  are 
not  to  confound  it  with  another  town  of  the  fame 
Mme,  which  we  fhali  hereafter  have  occafion  to 
mention.  From  the  valley  of  Calchaqui  the 
governor  entered  upon  the  plains,  and  cauled 
crofTes  to  be  erefted  in  fbme  places,  and  confti- 
tuted  thqm  fb  many  afylums,  which  wrought  in 
the  Indians  fb  great  a  jrefpedt  for  this  iign  of  our 
falvation,  that  they  planted  crofTes,  like  them,  in  all 
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their  towns.  Some  time  after  this,  Don  Francis 
de  Vilagras,  who  was  marching,  at  the  head  of 
fome  troops,  from  Peru  into  Chili,  having  taken 
his  rout  by  Tucuman,  encroached  upon  Praido's 
authority,  pretending  that  this  province  depended 
upon  Chili.  Prado  took  up  arms  to  fupport  his 
right,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  beat  and  made 
prifoner.  Vilagras,  however,  fatisfied  with  having 
humbled  his  adverfary,  fet  him  free,  on  condition 
that  he  would  acknowledge  the  governor  of  Chili 
for  his  fuperior. 

Prado  furvived  this  difgrace  but  a  (hort  time. 
Soon  after,  his  death,  Don  Pedro  de  Valdivia, 
conqueror  and  governor  of  Chili,  fent  Don  Fran- 
cifco  d'Aguirre  to  Tucuman,  to  command  there  as 
his  lieutenant  general.  D'Aguirre'  foon  became 
governor ;  founded,  in  1562,  the  town  of  Santiago, 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty-eight  degrees,  in  a  very 
hot  climate,  and  a  faqdy  but  well  watered  fpot, 
on  the  banks  of  Rio  Dolce,  which  forms,  in  this 
place,  a  kind  of  lake  or  rather  pond,  from  whence 
the  town  has  obtained  the  name  of  Santiago  de 
tEftero.  Two  years  after  this^  according. to  the 
moft  common  opinion,  the  town  of  St.  Michael 
was  transferred  twenty  leagues  north-weft  of  San- 
tiago to  a  moft  delightful  fpot,  in  a  very  fertile 
country,  on  a  little  river,  that  falls  into  Rio  Dolce, 
pretty  near  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  frontier, 
called  §luehrada  de  Calcbaquu 

In  1567,  Don  Diego  de  Heredia,  whom  father 
Locano,  in  his  defcription  of  Chaco,  ftigmatizes 
as  the  ufurper  of  the  government  of  Tucuman, 
built,  on  the  banks  of  Rio  Salado,  a  town,  which 
he  called  cmr  Lady  ofFakruera  ofMadridy  but  which 
is  better  known  under  the  name  of  E/ieco^  being 
that  of  the  place  where  it  ftood ;  for  now  it  no 
longer  fubfifts* 
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In  1582,  the  licentiate,  Don  Hernando  de  Ler- 
ma,  governor  of  this  province,  founded,  in  the 
valley  of  Salta,  a  town  under  the  ^ame  of  San 
PbiUppe  de  Lermoy  in  the  latitude-of  about  twenty- 
four  degrees  and  fifteen  minutes ;  but  it  has  been 
almoft  always  known  by  the  name  of  Salta, 
This  town  is  charmingly  fituated  in  a  valley 
furrounded  with  mountains  at  a  pretty  good 
diftance,  from  whence  iflue  feveral  rivulets,  whith 
render  it  extremely  fertile,  and  enable  it  to  feed 
cattle  enough  ,for  its  own  confumption,  and  that 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  A  little  before 
this  period,  the  Spaniards  founded,  fifteen  leagues 
more  to  the  north,  another  town,  vmder  the  name 
of  San  Salvador  de  Juju^y  which,  after  being  twice 
deftroyed  by* the  Indians  of  Chaco,  was  rebuilt 
for  the  third  time,  in  1593.  Thefe  three  laft 
towns  were  built  by  way  of  barrier  to  Tucuman^ 
againjfh  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  who  have  never 
ceafed  annoying  them,  and  have  feveral  times 
xuined  all  the  fmaller  fettlements  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. 

It  appearing  equally  proper  to  fortify  this  pro- 
vince to  the  fouth  in  the  year  1558,  Don  Juan 
Gomez  de  Zurita,  its  governor,  founded,  on  the 
road  from  Santiago  to  Chili,  a  fortrefs,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Canette,  and  which  was  finc^ 
when  erected  into  a  city,  called  New  London^  in  ho- 
nour of  Mary  queen  of  England,  ccMifort  of  Philip 
the  II.  king  of  Spain.  But  there  remains  nothing 
of  it  at  prefent. 

CoRDUBA  or  Cordova,  at  prefent  the  moft  con- 
fiderahle  place  in  Tucuman,  and  the  fee  of  the 
biftiop  of  diat  province,  is  fituated  in  the  heart  of 
the  country,  almoft  mid-way  between  Santafe  and 
Saint  John  de  la  Frontera^  which  depends  upon  Chili. 
Corduba  has  no  river,  but  only  a  little  ftream, 
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which,  after  a  very  (hort  courfe,  is  loft  in  a  lake. 
It,  however,  fupplies  the  town  with  great  plenty  of 
filh ;  and  there  is,  belides,  abundance  of  other  game 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Corduba  has  all  the  ad- 
vantages a  great  town  can  wifli  for  j  fertile  'fields, 
and  agreeable  hills  planted  by  the  Spaniards  with 
vines,  which  yield  a  great  deal  of  wine.  It  is,  in 
(hort,  as  it  were,  the  center  of  the  trade  and  com- 
munication between  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  the 
province  of  las  Charcas.  The  JefiHits  have  a  great 
college  here  ;  an  univerfity  of  fome  reputation  ;  a 
novicefliip ;  and  a  feminary  for  young  noblemen, 
called  Montferrat.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  place 
in  this  province,  which  deferves  the  name  of  a  city, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  one. 

F A THER  Gaetan  Catenio, a  modeneze  Jefuit,  who 
fet  out  for  Paraguay  in  1728,  and  finiflied  hie 
courfe  there  in  a  (hort  time,  defcribes  it,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  which  the  late  fignor  Muratori  annexed 
to  his  laft  work,  intitled,  II  Chriftianejimo  felice  mile 
Miffioni  de  Padri  della  Omp^nia  de  Jefu^  nel  Para- 
guay^ that  of  Rioja^  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak  pre- 
fently,  and  where  the  Jefuits  have  a  college,  as 
compofed  of  feveral  hamlets,  feparated  by  fields 
covered  with  trees,  bu(hes  and  briars  ;  fo  that,  on 
his  arrival  there,  he  was  pretty  much  furprized  to 
find  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  pretty 
near  his  college,  at  a  time  he  thought  himfelf 
a  great  way  from  it.  All  the  towns,  how- 
ever, are  not  equally  country-like.  Some  of  them 
are  furrounded  with  a  palliiade,  at  leaft;  though 
few  of  them  are  better  built.  In  this  refpedt,  how- 
ever, and  that  of  populou(hels,  they  are  equal  to 
m(%of  the  towns  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
the  capitals  excepted. 

DonJuanGomez  Zurita  was  the  firft  to  give 
a  regular  form  to  this  province.  He  made  war 
fuccefsfuUy  againft  the  Indians,  and  (pread  (q  (iar 

N3  the 


iiz  THE    HISTORY 

the  terror  of  the  Spanifti  arms,  that,  on  taking,  in 
1558,  the  numbers  of  thole  whom  he  had  fubjedted 
by  force  or  by  fair  means,  he  found  in  the  pro-  ' 
vince  of  Santi^^o  alone,  no  lefe  than  eighty  thou- 
fand,  who  paid  tribute  to  his  catholic  majefty.  « But 
Zurita,  notwithftanding  this  fuccefs,  incurred  the 
difpleafure  of  the  governor  of  Chili,  who,  in  15  61, 
fent  Don  Gr^orio  Caftanenda  there  to  command 
in  his  ftead.  Zurita  refiifed  to  give  up  his  poft  5 
but  he  defended  it  ill,  was  defeated,  and  fent  pri- 
foner  to  Peru.  The  province,  however,  did  not 
thrive  the  better  for  this  revolution,  efpeciaUy 
after  Caftanendist  demoli(he4  the  town,  called 
New  London.  In  1563,  therefore,  it  was  found 
neceflary  to  fend  back  there  Don  FrancifcQ 
d'Aguirre,  who  fucceeded  pretty  well  in  putting 
things  upon  the  old  footing.  But  he  was  not  al- 
lowed time  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labours  j  for 
lie  was  foon  after  called  back  to  Peru,  when  Tu- 
cuman,  it  feems,  was  declared  inunediately  fubjeft 
to  the  viceroys  of  Peru,  and  within  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  royal  audience  of  las  Charcas. 

TucuMAN,  as  I  have  already  faid,  is  feparated 
from  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  for 
many  years  made  but  one  province,  by  the  country 
called  Chaco,  which,  though  not  as  yet  reduced, 
is  fo  conneAed  with  the  objeft  of  this  hiftory, 
that  I  cannot  but  give  fc»ne  account  of  it.  I 
have  already  obferved,  that  Father  Locanp  gives 
this  province  an  extent,  which  confines,  on  the 
Weft,  thofe  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata  to  th^ 
great  river  known  by  thefe  two  names  ;  but  this, 
however,  without  pretending  to  abridge  the  rights 
of  thefe  two  provinces,  or  of  Tucuman,  an^  las 
Charcas,  on  the  fide  of  which  he  does  not  pretend 
to  affign  it  any  bounds.  Indeed  the  governors 
themfelves  of  Tucuman  and  las  Charcas  cannot 
affign    it  any,  on  account  of  the  perpetual  ne- 
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ceflity  they  are  under  of  reprefling  the  hoftilities 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Chaco.  • 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  (hall  now  communicate  to 
the  reader,  what  the  hiftorian,  whom  I  have  juft 
cited,  tells  us  of  this  extenfive  country.  The  name 
of  Qfoco  feems  to  be  of  a  new  date  ;  ror  there  is  no 
mention  madfe  of  it  by  this  name  in  the  life  of  St. 
Solano,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  whopubliftied 
the  golpelin  every  part  of  this  country.     But  in  the 
Qiiitchibane  language,   which  is  the  original  lan- 
guage of  Peru,  they  call  0&^«,  thofe  great  flocks  of 
deer,  goats  and  fuch  other  wild  animals,  which 
the    inhabitants  of  this  part  of    America  drive 
together  when  they  hunt  them  ;  and  this  name 
was  given  to  the  country  we  fpeak  of,  becaufe, 
at  the  time  Francis  Pizarro  made  himfelf  mailer 
of  a  great  part  of  the  Peruvian .  empire,  a  great 
number  of  its  inhabitants  took  refuge  there.     Of 
Qyacu^   which  the  Spaniards  pronounce  Chacou, 
cuftom  has  made  Q^aco.    It  appears,  that,  at  iirft, 
they  comprehended  nothing  under  this  name  but 
the  country  lying  between  the  mountains  of  the 
Cordilliere,  the  Pilco  Mayo,  and  the  Red  River  ; 
and  that  they  extended  it,  in  procefs  of  time,  in 
proportion  as  other  nations  joined  the  Peruvians, 
who  had  taken  refuge  tfiere  to  defend  their  liber- 
ties againft  the  Spaniards. 

All  thofe,  who  fpeak  of  Chaco,  agree  in  re- 
prefenting  it  as  one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  the 
world  ;  but  this  is  exaAly  true  in  regard  to  that 
diftrift  alone,  which  the  Peruvians  firft  occupied. 
A  chain  of  mountains,  which  begins  within  fight  of 
Corduba,  and,  after  a  turn  from  South  to  North, 
extends  to  the  new  town  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
forms,  on  that  fide,  to  ftrong  a  barrier,  elpecially 
in  what  they  call  the  Cordilliere  of  the  QnriguaneSj 
as  to  render  it  inacceflible  in  all  thefe  places.  Se- 
veral of  thefe  mountains  are  fo  very  high,  that  the 
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vapoi^rs  of  the  earth  never  reach  their  fiirtimits  ;  but 
the  winds  here  are  fo  impetuous,  that  they  often 
carry  off  the  travellers  froni  their  horfes.  The  fight 
of  the  precipices,  by  which  they  are  feparated, 
would  alone  be  fufficient  t6  turn  the  brain  of  the 
moft  refolute  traveller,  if  the  thick  clouds  hanging 
on  their  fides  did  not  intercept  the  profpeft. 

We  can  icarce  doubt,  that  thefe  mountains, 
which  are  one  pf  the  branches  of  the  great  Cordil- 
liere,  contiiin  ieveral  mines.  Nay  fome  have  been 
lately  difcoyered ;  but  we  are  not  told  what  they 
contain.  It  is,  however,  a  conftant  tradition  in 
Peru,  that  the  C3ncas  and  the  OnjoneSy  who  for-^ 
mcrly  inhabited  thefe  very  mountains,  and  pf 
whom  feveral  took  refuge  in  Chaco,  and  in 
the  ifland  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  as  I  have  already  faid,  ufed  to  bring  both 
gold  and  filver  to  Cufco,  the  capital  of  Peru,  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  empire. 
There,  likewife,  iflue  from  thefe  mountains  fome 
rivers,  whofe  waters  arej  in  general,  very  wholefome, 
and  contribute  greatly  to  fertilize  the  province; 
not  to  fpeak  of  thofe,  which  flow  northwards ; 
as  for  example,  the  Guapay  and  the  IHrapiti^  which 
fall  into  the  Mamore^  and  with  the  Mamore,  as  I 
have  before  taken  notice,  into  the  Afanon.  The 
mod  confiderable  of  thofe,  which  traverfe  Chaco, 
are  the  Filca  Mayo^  Rio  Solado,  and  Rio  Fermeja, 

The  Pilcp  Mayo  is  the  largeft  river  of  Chaco, 
and,  would,  alone,  be  fufficient  to  enrich  this  pro- 
vince, if  it  was  navigable  at  all  feafons;  but,  in 
Ibme  places,  it  has  too  little  water ;  and  too  much, 
in  fome  pthers.  It  iffues  from  the  mountains,  which 
feparate  Potofi  from  Peru ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that 
a  little  river  called  Tarapaya^  which  after  watering 
Potofi,  falls  into  the  Pilco  Mayo,  pretty  near  its 
fource,  carries  into  it  a  confiderable  quantit)^*' of 
filver,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  fave,  becaufe  it  finks 
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into  the  mud.  Some  miners,  it  is  (aid,  have  calcu- 
lated, that  the  filver  thus  loft  in  the  fifty-fix 
years,  from  the  year  1545,  to  1 601,  amounted  to 
no  lefs  than  forty  millions.  It  is  added,  that  there 
-pafles  fo  much  quickfilvet,  by  the  fame  channel, 
into  the  Pilco  Mayo,  that  for  feveral  leagues  toge- 
ther no  ^fti  can  live  in  it.  The  Pilco  Mayo,  on  its 
leaving  the  Plains  of  Manfo^  which  it  traverfes,  di- 
vides into  two  branches,  navigable  for  pretty  large 
boats.  The  moft  northerly  ot  thefe  branches  is  al- 
moft  fait,  and  a  great  deal  of  falt-pette  is  found  on 
its  banks.  There  is  no  fifli  found  in  the  Pilco 
Mayo,  till  it  has  reached  Chaco ;  when  it,  likewife, 
begins  to  abound  with  alligators. 

The  two  branches  of  this  river  fall  into  the  Pa- 
raguay ;  one  of  them,  a  little  above  the  Paraguay's 
confluence  with  the  Parana  ;  and  the  other,  a  little 
above  the  Aflumption,  which  by  that  means  comes 
to  be  inan  ifland,  whofe  main  breadth  is  five  leagues  ; 
and  length,  fourfcore.  This  ifland  is  pretty  low, 
and,  confequently  very  marfliy,  to  a  certain  dif- 
tance  from  the  feparation  of  the  two  branches.  In 
the  rainy  feafon  the  two  branches  are  confounded  ; 
for  they  then  fwell  to  fucb  a  degree,  that  they  meet 
not  only  each  other,  but  even  Rio  Vermejo.  In  the 
traft  of  land  fubjedt  to  thefe  inundations,  there  are 
feveral  lakes,  which  never  dry  up.  Garcilaflb  de 
la  Vega  tells  us,  that  the  name  of  Pilco  Mayo,  or 
Pilco  Mayu^  fignifies,  in  the  Quitchoane  language. 
River  of  Sparrows  ;  and  that  the  Aragtuxj^  the  moft 
northerly  of  its  two  branches,  fignifies,  in  the  Gua- 
rani  language,'  Ri^er  of  underftanding^  becaufe  it 
requires  a  great  deal  of  precaution  in  thofe  who 
navig?ite  it,  not  to  lofe  the  main  ftream,  and  get 
into  the  lake,  which  communicates  with  it,  and 
forms  a  kind  of  labyrinth,  from  which  they  would 
find  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  extricate  themieives. 

Rio 
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RioSalado  enters  Chaco  under  the  name  of 
River  of  pojffisge ;  and  is,  on  its  entrance,  fo  rapid, 
as  to  render  the  navigation  of  it  very  dangerous. 
On  its  arrival  at  the  place,  where  the  town  of  Efteco 
formerly  flood,  it  changes  its  firfl:  name  into  that 
of  Rio  de  Falbuena ;  and  from  its  fource  to  this 
place,  which  is  about  forty  leagues,  its  waters  are 
tinged  of  a  blood  colour,  which  difappears  by  de-t 
grees,  as  it  receives  the  waters  of  other  rivers.  This 
colour  is  attributed  to  the  foil  of  the  valley  of  Cal- 
chaqui,  into  which  this  river  flows  from  its  fpring. 
It  is  not  called  fait  river,  till  its  arrival  in  the  lati- 
tude of  Santi^o :  but  authors  aflign  no  reafons 
for  giving  it  this  name.  In  fine,  it  takes  a  turn  to 
the  Eaft,  before  it  falls  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and 
joining  a  little  river,  called  iS^^/Tfo,  forms  an  ifland 
pretty  much  in  the  ftiape  of  a  bow,  of  which  Rio 
de  la  Plata  is  the  ftring.  This  bow  is  called  Rio  de 
Coronda, 

Rio  Verm E  JO  crofles  Chaco  from  North-Eaft  to 
South- Weft  ;  and,  as  well  as  Rio  Salado,  very  often 
changes  its  name.  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover 
why  it  is  called  Rio  Vermejo ;  a  name,  to  which 
Rio  Solado  feems  to  have  a  better  title.  Rio  Ver- 
jnejo  falls  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  under  the  name  of 
Rio  Grande.  Its  ftream  is  fo  gentle,  that  one  may, 
in  a  manner,  as  eafily  afcend,  as  defcend,  it ;  efpeci- 
aljy  with  the  fmall  fouthern  breezes,  which  begin  to 
blow  here  every  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  refrefli 
the  air  greatly.  Its  waters,  befides  being  fuUof  fifh, 
are  deemed  very  falutary.  They  are  fovereign,  it  is 
aflured,  againft  the  gravel,  the  ftone,  all  urinary 
complaints,  the  cholic,  the  gout,  the  dropfy,  and  in- 
digeftions.  Moft  of  thefe  virtues  are  faid  to  be  owing 
to  an  herb,  very  common  on  its  banks,  called  by  the 
Spaniards  Terva  de  Urim,  It  is,  moreover,  affirm- 
ed, that  thofe,  who  make  their  conftant  drink  of 
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them,  live  to  extreme  old  age,  without  ficknefs  or 
wrinkles.  , 

We  muft,  probably,  make  fbme  allowance  for 
thefe  commendations ;  but  it  is  a  conftant  tradition 
among  the  Spaniards,  that,  of  all  the  foldiers  who 
were  employed  under  Don  Mytin  Ledefma 
Valderanna,  governor  of  Tucuman,  from  1628 
to  1635,  in  building  the  town  of  Santiago  de  Gua- 
ddcazar^  not  one  died,  or  was  even  indifpofed  5 
though  the  turning  up  of  the  earth  was  alone  fuffi- 
cient  to  caufe  a  ficknefe  among  them.  It  is,  befides, 
faid,  that  Don  Eftevan  de  Urizar,  who,  in  17 10 
and  171 1,  entered  Chaco  with  fome  troops,  as  we 
(hall  fee  hereafter,  and  there,  for  a  long  time, 
marched  along  the  banks  of  the  red  river,  which  at 
that  fide  of  the  country  is  called  Rio  Grande ^  had  no 
fooner  made  ufe  of  its  waters,  though  he  arrived 
there  in  a  very  bad  ftate  of  health,  than  he  got  the 
better  of  all  his  complaints ;  and  felt  no  return  of 
them  during  the  two  campaigns  he  made  there, 
though  he  never  fpared  himfelf  in  the  leaft.  It  is 
in  a  lake  formed  by  this  river,  under  the  name  of 
Rio  Qrande^  that  the  pearls  were  found,  which  I 
mentioned  in  the  firft  book  of  this  hiftory. 

Most  of  the  other  rivers  of  Chaco  are,  likewife, 
remarkable  on  one  account  or  another.  There  is 
one,  for  inftance,  whofe  waters  are  green ;  and  it 
is,  accordingly,  called  Rio  Verde.  It  is  impoflible 
to  tell  whence  they  derive  this  colour,  which  does 
not  hinder  them  from  being  very  wholfome  and 
even  palatable.  This  river  falls  into  the  Paraguay, 
about  fixty  leagues  above  the  Aflumption.  The 
Spaniards  had  built  on  ^  its  banks  a  town,  called 
Nueva  Rioja ;  but  it  fubfifted  a  very  Ihort  time. 
Another  river  of  Ghaco,  called  Gucyru^  which  def- 
cends  fronx  the  Chiriguan  Cordilliere,  and  has  its 
cqurfev  between  the  Pilco  Mayo  and  Rio  Vermejo, 
though  I  cannot  find  k  in  the  maps,  has  its  waters 
yery  fait.     Some  of  the  Chaco  rivers  lofe  themfelves 
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in  the  bdfom  of  the  earth,  like  thofe  ^of  Tucuman, 
which  I  have  already  mgntioned. 

There  iffues  fo  great  a  number  of  them  from 
the  Cordilliere,  that,  on  the  thawing  of  the  fnow 
with  which  thefe  mountains  are  covered,  and  the 
falling  of  the  heavy  rains,  both  which  happen  at 
one  leafon,  they  overflow  to  fuch  a  d^ee,  as'  to 
make  part  of  Chaco  look  like  a  vaft  fea,  which 
is  fucceeded  by  a  great  number  of  lakes,  that  never 
dry  up,  and  are  well  flocked  with  fifli.  Thefe  in- 
undations are  fo  confiderable,  elpecially  near  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Paraguay 
and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  often  fo  fudden,  that  the 
inhabitants  are  obliged  to  take  to  their  pirogues,  or 
climb  up  trees,  and  remain  there  till  the  waters 
fall,  or  they  can  find  fome  other  method  of  providing 
for  their  fafety. 

But  thefe  inconveniencies  are  fufficiently  com- 
penlated  by  the  advantages  flowing  from  the  fame 
fource ;  for  the  waters  are  fcarce  retired,  when  the 
plains  they  covered  appear  like  fo  many  grand 
parterres,  which,  viewed  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  form  a  profpeft,  that  nothing,  perhaps, 
in  nature  can  compare  with.  What  would  it  be 
then,  if  this  fine  country  was  inhabited  by  induf- 
trious  people, .  well  flcilled  in  the  methods  of  cor- 
redling  the  difadvantages  it  labours  under,  and 
making  the  mofl:  of  the  advantages  providence  has 
befl:owed  upon  it  ?  The  prefent  inhabitants  of  Cha-  * 
CO  think  they  have  done  enough,  when,  after  the 
inundations  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  they  fl:ir  the 
earth  a  little,  No  doubt,  even  without  this  flight 
labour,  it  furnifties  them  with  refources  for  their 
fubfiftence.  The  befl:  fruits  grow  here  in  abun- 
dance ;  and  fifliing  and  hunting  would,  alone,  be 
fufficient  to  fupport  great  numbers. 

Part  of  this  province  is  overgrown  with  vafl: 
foreft:s,  in  fonie  of  which  there  is  no  water  to  be 

found, 
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found,  but  in  the  hoUows  of  the  trees,  which  form, 
as  it  were,  fo  many  refervoirs  of  a  very  tranlparent 
and  potable  water.  Naturally,  the  heats  here 
ftiould  be  exceffively  intenfe  ;  elpecially  as  the  air 
is,  in  itfelf,  both  warm  and  dry ;  but  a  fouth  wind, 
which  blows  regularly  every  day,  tempers  them 
greatly.  In  the  fouthern  diftrift,  the  weather  is 
fometimes  very  cold  and  nipping.  Trees  of  the 
fame  kind  with  thofe  of  Europe  are  pretty  fcarce 
here ;  but  there  are  others  no  way  inferior  to  the 
beft  we  can  boaft  of 

On  the  banks  of  a  little  river,  called  Sinta^ 
there  are  cedars  furpafling,  in  height,  the  tailed  we 
know  of;  and,  near  the  ancient  city  of  Gualdalcazar, 
which  fubfifted  but  a  fliort  time,  there  are  whole 
forefts  of  them,  whofe  trunks  meafure  above  three 
fathoms,  in  circumference.  The  ^inaquina  is  very 
common  here.  It  is  a  large  tree,  whofe  wood  js 
red,  fweet-fcented,  and  yields  an  odoriferous  rofin. 
The  fruit  is  a  bean,  larger  than  thofe  of  other  trees 
of  the  fame  fpecies,  very  hard,  and  medicinal. 
There  are  whole  forefts  of  palm-trees,  from  eight 
to  twelve  leagues  in  extent.  Thofe,  which  grow 
on  the  Pilco  Mayo,  are  as  tall  as  the  talleft  cedars. 
The  pith  or  heart,  of  this  tree,  dreffed  with  mar- 
row, eats  very  well.  The  Rival  is  a  tree 
armed  all  over  with  pretty  large  and  very  hard 
thorns.  The  leaves  of  it  chewed  are  deemed  fi>- 
vereign  in  all  complaints  of  the  eyes.  Its  fruit  i$ 
fweet  and  agreeable.  There  are  two  fpecies  of 
Gctfoc.  The  moft  efteemed  is  that  caUea  hy  the 
Spaniards  Pah  Santo. 

The  number  of  fimples  found  in  Chaco  is,  in 
a  manner,  infinite  j  and  father  Locano  fcruples 
not  to  affirm,  that  Ipecifics  have  been  difcovered 
among  them  for  every  diforder.  Perhaps,  we  mighty 
without  any  exaggeration,  fay  the  fame  thing  of  all 
the  inhabited  and  habitable  countries  of  die  globe ; 

for. 
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for,  furely,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  believing, 
that  the  author  of  nature  has  granted  every  cli- 
mate the  fimple  and  natural  remedies,  which  it 
ftands  in  need  of  Don't  we  every  where  fee  ani- 
rnals,  conduced  by  mere  inftinft,  have  recourfe  to 
them,  in  their  wants,  and  ufe  them  with  more  fuc- 
cefs,  than  man  himfelf  ?  And  it  is  the  fame  thing 
with  the  Indians;  as  if  this  inftindt,  by  which 
brutes  are  fo  well  governed  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  came  to  the  affiftance  of  men  deftitute  of 
the  refources  of  art ;  or,  as  if  neceffity  rendered 
them  more  attentive  to  (tudy  nature,  upon  which 
art  ftiould  ground  all  its  rules  and  principles.  In 
fliort,  they  make  in  Chaco,  not  only  bread,  but 
very  good  liquors,  with  feveral  kinds  of  grain  and 
other  vegetable  produdtions.  But  the  Indians  of- 
ten abtife  this  blefling,  by  making  their  liquors  too 
ftrong,  and  ufmg  it  too  freely,  fo  as  to  fall  into  all 
the  excefles,  with  which  drunkennefe  is  generally 
attended; 

The  fur  of  the  lions  of  this  country  is  red  and 
very  long.  Thefe  animals  are  fo  very  gentle,  or 
rather  cowardly,  that  they  fly  at  the  barking  of  a 
dog,  and  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  taken,  when  they 
have  not  time  to  get  into  a  tree.  As  to  the  tygersj 
befides  the  advantage  of  making  the  water  as  well 
as  the  earth  contribute  to  their  fubfiftence,  they 
are  as  large,  and  at  leaft  as  fierce,  as  thofe  of  Tu- 
cuman,  but  they  lofe  all  their  ftrength  on  being 
wouaded  in  the  region  of  the  loins.  There  are,  in 
>this  province,  fix  kinds  of  geefe ;  all  manner  of 
tame  fowl  fit  for  the  table ;  black  and  red  goats  as 
ia  Tucuman,  and  fome  while  goats  on  the  banks  of 
the  Pilco-Mayo ;  boars  of  two  colours,  grey  and 
black,  befides  hares,  deer,  oftriches,  and  water- 
wtJves,  the  fame  as  in  the  adjacent  provinces^ 

Wh  a  t  the  Spaniards  call  the  great  beaft,  is  the 
Anta  or  Danta^  of  which  I  have  already  faid  fome- 
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thing  5  for,  by  father  Locano's  account  of  it,  that  of 
Chaco  differs  a  little  from  that  of  which  I  have  al- 
ready given  a  defcription,  from  father  Montoya. 
This  animal,  father  Locano  tells  us,  has  the  head 
of  a  horfe ;  the  ears  of  a  mule ;  and  on  his  fnout,  a 
trump,  which  he  ftretches  out  when  threatened ;  the 
Jips  of  a  calf;  (harp  teeth ;  a  fliort  tail ;  and  flen- 
der  feet ;  the  fore  ones  cloven  in  two,  the  hinder 
ones,  in  three ;  two  ftomachs,  one  of  which  ferves 
him  for  a  ftore-houfe,  where  are  fometimes  found 
pieces  of  rotten  wood ;  and  Bezoar  ftones,  deemed 
the  beft  of  any  that  come  from  America.  His  fkin, 
which  is  covered  with  long  brown  hair,  when  har- 
dened in  the  fun,  and  then  dreffed  into  buff,  is 
impenetrable,  even  by  mulket-balls.  As  to  his  flelh, 
it  differs  in  nothing  from  beef.  The  hoof  of  the 
left  fore  foot  has  the  lame  virtue  with  that  attribu- 
ted to  the  elfce  or  original  of  Canada ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  niakes  the  fame  ufe  of  it  in  the  fits  of  the 
epilepfy,  or  fome  other  fuch  diforder,  to  which  he 
is  fubje<ft.  We  are  affured,  in  fine,  that  when  he 
finds  himfelf  overftocked  with  blood,  he  opens  one 
of  his  veins  with  the  point  of  a  reed ;  and  that  it  is 
from  him  die  Indians  have  learned  the  ufe  of  the 
fame  operation. 

The  Guanacoy  or  Huanaco^  known  in  England, 
whither  two  of  them  were  brought  from  Buenos 
Ayres  in  the- year  1723,  by  the  name  of  JVanotra^ 
which,  it  is  probable,  fome  other  people  of  Ame- 
rica give  *  it,  is  common  in  Chaco,  and  yields  Be- 
zoar ftcoies,  that  weigh  three  pounds  and  a  half* 
The. Indian,  who  firft  made  the  Spaniards  ac- 
quainted with  this  animal,  was  for  his  pains^  it  is 
faid,  put  to  death  by  his  countrymen.  This  ani- 
mal is  a  kind  of  diminutive  camel ;  he  has  nothing 
amifs  about  him  but  his  faliva,  which  gives  the  itch, 
and  which  he  cafts  upon  his  purfiiers.  TheGuanacoels 
are  never  feen,  but  in  flocks,  unlels,  perhaps,  in  de- 
fart 
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lart  places.  When  tfefy-graze  thus  together,  one 
of  them  always  (lands  (entry  upon  an  eminence,  to 
alarm  the  reft,  by  a  kind  o^  neighing,  of  the  ap^ 
proach  of  the  hunters  ;  whfen  they  all  fly  to  places 
furrounded  by  precipices ;  the  females  with  their 
young  ones  marching  before  them.  The  fle(h  of 
the  Guanaco  is  white ;  and  though  a  little  dry,  to- 
lerably well  tafted- 

The  other  animals  found  in  Chaco  are  the 
Zorillo^  which  does  not  appear  to  diflfer  from  the 
(linking  bead  of  Canada ;  the  Capivara,  an  am- 
phibious creature  (haped  like  a  hc^,  the  Indians 
are  very  fond  of  its  flefh,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Otter ;  which  is  very  common  in  this  country,  and 
has  a  very  (ine  fur  ;  the  J^uatui,  which  refembles 
greatly  that  of  Hifpaniola ;  the  ^inquincboftj  which 
IS  (haped  like  a  hog,  and  with  his  paws  and  his 
fnout  digs  himfelf  a  hole  in  the  earth  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  feet  diameter,  in  which  he 
hides  himfelf  On  this  back,  he  carries  a  very  hard 
(hell  by  way  of  houfe,  into  which  he  occafionally 
folds  himfelf ;  and  his  belly  is  armed  with  fcales,^ 
from  which  there  grows  very  long  and  very  thick 
hair.  It.  is  faid,  that  the  Qjjinquinchon  (bme- 
times  lies  down  upon  his  back  to  receive  the  rain 
water,  and  remains  in  this  podure  a  whole  day,, 
till  fonie  thirdy  dee»  comes  to  drink  out  of  his 
(hell ;  when  he  inrunediately  feizes  her  by  the  lips^ 
and  fo  keeps  her  in  fpite  of  all  her  endeavours 
till  (he  is  (lifted  ;  when  he  feeds  upon  her.  Some 
Engli(hmen  presented  his  Britannic  majedy  with 
two  of  thefe  animals,  alive,  in  the  year  1728. 
The  fle(h  of  the  Quinquinchon  has  a  pretty  dif- 
^eeable  (cent. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  this  animal,  called 
in  Paraguay  Tatou^  and  in  Tucuman  Mulicaj  or 
Bulica^  which  is,  they  tell  us,  when  folded  up 
\^ithin  hif;  (hell^  as  round  as  a  ball,  with  all  the 
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fcales  fb  curioufly  united,  that  not  a  fingle  feam 
can  be  difcerncd  between  them.  The  Tatou  has 
no  hair.  His  flefli  differs  in  nothing  from  that  of 
a  fucking  pig.  There  are,  likewife,  fome  of  thefe 
creatures  in  Brazil,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada. 
In  fine,  there  is,  in  the  vallies  leading  to  Chaco,  a 
(pecies  of  ftieep,  called  LlamaeZj  which  one  would 
take  for  little  camels,  had  they  any  lump  on  thek 
backs.  The  Indians  make  ule  of  them  to  carry 
•burthens,  though  their  march  is  fo  flow,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  them  travel  more  than  three 
leagues  a  day ;  and,  if  once  they  lie  down  with 
wearinefs,  they  permit  themfelves  to  be  killed 
rather  than  get  up  again  with  their  burthen* 

Some  authors  have  affirmed,  that  Chaco,  does 
not  produce  any  venemous  animals.  Yet  it  is 
certain,  that  feveral  have  been  found  there  ;  but 
then  antidotes  are  ftill  more  common.  The  moil 
fovereign  are  viper's  herb  ;  and  the  contrayerva, 
both  male  and  female:  Father  Locano  imagines, 
that  the  viper's  herb  is  the  Trijfago  of  Diofcorides. 
The  other  antidotes  are  the  Colmilh  de  Fibora^  or  the 
Solinwn  dela  ^ioffa  \  tobacco  leaves  ;  the  ftalk  and  ear 
of  Matz  ;  the  mank  bone  of  a  cow,  broiled  and  ap- 
plied to  the  wound,  from  which  it  falls  of  itfelf, 
wh^  it  has  imbibed  all  the  venom.  The  efficacy 
of  this  bone  is  gready  encreafed  by  bathing  it  in 
milk  and  wine. 

It  would  be  very  furprizing,  if,  in  fo  fine  ^ 
country,  there  were  fto  bees.  The  forefts  are  alj 
fe  full  of  them,  that,  in  feveral,  there  is  fcarce 
a  fingle  tree  withorui  a  colony  of  thefe  precious 
infedts  ;  fo  that,  fnou^.  the  wafps  carry  on  % 
conftant  and  cruel  war  againft  them,  this  pro- 
•vinee  alone  could  fupply  great  part  of  America 
with  wax  and  honey,  of  a  fuperior  kind  to 
thofe  of  any  other  country  we  know  of  Audiors  fay 
nothing  of  the  birds  of  Chaco,  which,  probably. 
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are  the  fame  with  thofe  in  the  adjacent  provinces. 
The  filence  of  hiftorians,  in  regard  to  their  notes, 
leaves  room  to  believe,  that  here,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  part  of  the  new  world,  this  tribe  of  the 
animal  creation  does  not  charm  the  ears  with  its 
mufic,  as  much  as  it  does  the  eyes  by  the  vivacity 
and  variety  of  its  plumage. 

To  judge  by  the  number  of  the  nations  in 
Chaco,  of  which  Father  Locano  gives  us  a  lift, 
on^  would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  there  is  not  a, 
better  inhabited  country  in  the  whole  world.  It 
is,  indeed,  more  fo,  than  any  of  thofe  which  fur- 
round  it,  though  very  far  from  being  as  much  fb, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  confidering  the  fertility  of  its  i 

foil,  and  the  mildnefs  of  its  climate  ;  for,  taking 
the  nations  inhabiting  it  one  with  another,  there  is 
not  one  of  them  numerous  enough  to  form  above 
three  or  four  middling  towns.  This,  after  all,  is 
not  fo  furpri^mg,  as,  at  firft  fight,  it  may  appear 
to  be.  Experience  fiifficiently  demonftrates,  that 
the  countries  moft  favoured  by  nature  are  not  al- 
ways thofe,  in  which  the  human  fpecies  multiplies 
fafteft.  The  reafon  of  this  fingularity  is,  no  doubtj^ 
that  the  facility  of  living,  in  fuch  countries,  with 
very  little  or  no  labour,  renders  men  more  idle 
and  improvident ;  and  more  lawlefe ;  and,  of 
courfe,  more  vicious,  than  they  otherwifcf  would 
be ;'  whence  it  happens,  that  impatient  of  reftraint, 
and  giving  way  to  their  paffions  in  every  thing, 
they  become  wild  and  barbarous ;  keep  up  no 
fociety  with  each  other  ;  and  fall  into  greater  ex- 
ceffes,  of  drunkennefs  efpecially,  from  whence 
proceed  quarrels  and  wars,  by  which  more  men 
pef ifh,  than  can  poffibly  be  born.  And,  accords 
ingly,  fuch  nations  dwindle  away  in  the  moft  fen- 
fible  manner. 

Besides,  a  tradition  of  no  very  ancient  date  ip 

this  p^rt  of  South  America  informs  us,  that  the 
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epidemical  diftempers  occafioned  by  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  air  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  in 
Tucuman  eipecially,  having  driven,  from  time  to 
time,  abundance  of  their  inhabitants  into  this  pro- 
vince, they  brought  with  them  contagions^  with 
which  thfe  country  might  otherwife,  never  have 
been  vifited.  For  as  to  the  Peruvians,  whom  the 
tyranny  of  their  Spanifti  matters  drove  into  Chaco, 
in  greater  numbers  than  into  any  other  of  the 
neighbouring  countries ;  the  tranfmigration  of  them 
could  not  but  be  attended  with  the  lofe  of  a 
multitude  of  people.  Befides,  the  wandering  life, 
which  thefe  fugitives  muft  have  led  for  a  long 
time  before  they  fettled,  was  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  their  rpultiplication. 

Nothing  prpves  better  the  Arrange  medley  of 
nations  in  Chaco,  than  the  difference  in  their 
manners  and  cuftoms.  It  is  true  they  refemble 
each  other  in  a  great  many  things,  but  this  re- 
femblance  is  the  neceflary  dohfequence  of  fiich 
connexions,  as  they  cannot  avoid  having  with  each 
other  ;  efpecially  in  defence  of  their  liberty  i^ainft 
the  Spaniards,  who  furrounded  them  on  all  fides, 
and  whom  the  beauty  of  this  country,  and  the 
defirie  of  freeing  themfelves  from  fuch  trouble- 
fome  neighbours,  have  engaged  in  the  greateft  and 
moft  conftant  efforts  to  fubdue  them.  Though  I 
did  not  purpofe  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
what  particularly  diftinguifhes  them  from  one  ano- 
other,  but  as  occafion  offered,  I  cannot  prevail  on 
myfelf  to  go  any  further,  without  relating  what 
father.  Locano  tdls  of  two  of  thefe  nations  ;  it 
being  fo  Angular,  that  I  (hould  not  dare  to  men- 
tion it  on  any  other  teftimony  but  that  of  this 
miffionary,  who,  though  he  owns  he  had  never  feexi 
them  himfdf,  adds,  that  he  has  all  the  proofis  that 
can  be  reafonably  expefted  of  their  exillence. 

Oz  The 


196  THE    HISTORY 

The  firft  of  thefe  nations  is  the  Collus  or  CoUuges. 
^nd  in  the  Quitchoane  language,  Suripcbaquins^ 
which  fignifies  oftrich-feet.  They  have  been  call- 
ed thus,  becaufe  their  legs  have  no  calf,  and  their 
f(fcet,  all  to  the  heels,  referable  thofe  of  the  oftrich. 
They  are  of  an  almoft  gigantic  ftature  ;  fo  fwift 
footed,  that  no  horfe  can  keep  up  with  them ; 
and  fo  very  warlike,  that,  without  any  arms  but 
lanpes,  they  have  almoft  extirpated  a  nation  called 
the  B>lomaSy  tliat  was  formerly  very  nunxerous.  The 
fccond  of  thefe  nations  have  nothing  monftrous 
but  their  ftatue,  which  is  ftill  h^her  than  that  of 
t;lie  Cplluges.  What  father  Locano  (ays  of  them, 
is  extracted  from  two  letters  of  father  Gafpard 
Oforio,  who  preached  the  gofpel  to  thefe  Indians, 
and  whofe  glorious  martyrdom  we  (hall  relate 
h^reaftjer  ;  one  to  Father  Francis  Truxillo,  his  pro- 
vincial ;  the  other  to  father  Mutio  V^tellefchi,  his 
general. 

Eat^?r  Oforio  dpes  not  name  them,  but  jufl 
feys,  that  he  met  them  on  the  little  river  of  Tarija, 
pretty  near  the  ipot,  where  ftood  the  town  of 
Guadajpa^r,  which  I  have  ahreadj  mentioned. 
Afte^  W/in^  that,  with  his  hand  raifed  to  its  ut- 
mpft  (J^^etch,  he  could  not  reach  the  heads  of  thefe 
Indian ;  he  add;s,  that  what  furprized  him  ftill 
mw^  .was  the  delicacy  and  luxuriancy  of  their 
langu^e^,  tbie  npblenejfe  of  their  fentiments,  the 
pp)jtene&  of  their  ijaanners,  the  j^ightlinefe  of  their 
geniji^,  t^e  penetration  of  their  underftanding,  the 
^lodpijty  of  their  behaviour,  the  prudpncQ  of  theii; 
cpnduftj,  and  their  jgjreat  bravery. 
'[  iur  gen?raJ,  tiae  .inha^it^ts  of  Chaco  ar^  all  of 
an  advant^eoji^  Ibture ;  and  there  haye  been 
fcuj^d  men.  among  them  above  feven  feet  high. 
XKfii  feafures  idi^r  greatly  from  ooiirs ;  and  the 
cdours,  wiik  which  they  paint  themfelves,  give 

them 
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thetit  an  afpeft,  with  which  ftrangers  cannot^  at  firft 
light,  help  beiiig  terrified  a  little.  And,  accord- 
ingly, they  jJretcnd  by  this  nneans  to  ftrikc  a  terror 
into  their  enemies.  A  Spanifli  captain,  who  had 
Icrveid  with  reputation  in  Europe,  having  beeh 
commanded  againft  fome  Indians  of  Chaco,  that 
lived  pretty  near  Santafe,  was  fo  thtinder-ftruck 
with  their  appearance,  that  he  fainted  away. 
Moft  of  the  men  go  quite  naked,  all  to  a  parcel  of 
feathers,  of  diffei-ent  coloiurs,  hanging  to  a  firing 
about  their  wafte.  But,  at  their  public  iblemnities, 
they  wear  •  caps  made  of  the  fame  feathers.  In 
very  cdd  leather,  they  wrap  themfekes  up  in  a 
kind  of  cap  and  cloak  nntade  of  Ikins  pretty  weU 
dreffed,  and  adorned  with  painted  figures.  Among 
ftwne  nations,  the  women  are  not  better  covered 
than  the  men. 

The  bad  qualities  commdn  to  all  thefe  people 
are  ferocity,  inconftancy,  perfidy,  and  drunken- 
nefs.  They  are  all  fprightly,  though  very  dull  of 
apprehehfion  in  every  tiling  that  does  not  fall  im- 
mediately under  the  fenfes.  There  is,  pfopferly 
fpeaking,  no  form  of  government  among  them  ^ 
every  town,  indeed,  has  its  Cacique ;  but  thefe  chiefs 
have  no  authority,  but  in  proportion  to  the  efleem 
they  have  acquired.  Sevei*al  do  nothing  but  rove 
from  place  to  place  with  their  furniture,  which 
confifts  of  nothing  but  a  mat,  a  hammock,  and  si 
calebafti.  The  cabins  of  thofe,  who  live,  iii 
towns,  arcj  ambiig  feveral  nations,  no  better  than 
wretched  hovcb  made  with  branches  of  trees,  and 
covered  with  ftraw  or  rather  grafs.  Thoie  who 
live  neareft  to  Tucuman  are,  it  feems, '  better 
lodged  and  better  cloathed. 

Their  favourite  liquor'  is  the  Chica^  of  which 
I  have  already  made  mention.  They  aflemble  to 
drink  it,  and  to  dance  and  fing  ;  and  in  thefe  ex- 
ercifes  they  perfift,  till  they  are  all  drunk.      They 
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then  quvrel ;  and  from  words  foon  proce^  to 
blows,  fo  that  their  merry-makings  feldc«n  termi- 
nate without  blood-lhed,  if  not  in  the  death  of  fome 
of  the  guefts.  Several  take  advantage  of.  the  con^ 
fiifion  to  be  revenged  of  their  enemies,  Thefe 
excefles  are  almoft  peculiar  to  the  men.  The  wo- 
men, generally,  withdraw,  the  moment  they  perr 
ceive  the  liquor  b^ins  to  get  the  better  of  the 
men,  and  carry  off  with  them  all  the  arms 
they  can  Jay  their  hands  upon.  A  fmall  matter  is 
fufficient  to  breed  a  war  between  thefe  nations  j 
but  their  unconquerable  inveteracy  againft  the 
Spaniards  eafily  unites  them  again,  on  the  firft 
alarm  from  that  quarter. 

Almos  T  all  thefe  Indians  are  antropophagous,  or 
men-eaters ;    have  no  other  occupation  but   war 
and  pillage,   which  they  exerdife  with  fuch  craft 
and  obftinacy,  that  they  have  rendered  themfelves 
formidable  to  their  neighbours,  particularly  the 
Spaniards,  who  don't  chufe  to  engage  them,  even 
when  furprfzed,  with  equal  arms ;  their  courage, 
in  that  cafe,  changing  to  fury.     Nay,   many  of 
their  women  have  been  known,  on  fuch  occafions, 
to  fell  their  lives  at  a  very  dear  rate,  rather  than 
furrender  to  the  bell  armed  foldiers.     When  once 
they  have  refolved  to  plunder  a  country-feat,  or 
village,  there  is  no  art  they  don't  praftice  to  lull 
the  inhabitants  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  or  get  out  of 
their  way  when  they  have  ftruck  their  blow.    They 
will  watch^  for  whole  years,  the  opportunity  of  fur- 
prizing  them  without  running  any  rifle.     For  this 
purpol'e,  they  have  always  fpies  abroad  who  never 
march  but  by  night ;   when  they  make  nothing  of 
crawling  along,  if  requifite,  on  their  elbows,  which, 
for  this  reafon,  are  always  covered  with  a  callus. 
Some  Spaniards  have  been  weak  enough  to  think, 
^hat  thefe  fpies,  by  fome  magic  power,  afliimed  the 
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Ibrms  of  domeftic  animals,  in  order  to  examine 
what  was  doing  in  their  houfes. 

Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows  i  the  mancana ; 
and  a  kind  of  a  well-wrought  lance  or  javelin,  made 
of  a  very  hard  and  very  heavy  wood,  pretty  thick, 
fifteen  palms  lorg,  and  terminating  in  a  deer's  horn, 
with  a  beard  10  it.  This  weapon  they  ufe  with 
great  ftrength  and  dexterity  ;  and  by  means  of  a 
rope  to  which  it  is  faftened,  draw  in  the  man  it 
has  wounded,  unlefe  he  has  refolution  enough  to 
pull  it  out  They  generally  faw  the  necks  of 
their  prilbners  with  the  jaw-bone  of.afifli  ;  and 
then  pull  off  his  fcalp,  which  they  preferve  as  a 
monument  of  their  viftory,  and  difplay^in  all  their 
entertainments. 

They  are  fuch  bold  and  ablehwfemcn,  that  the 
Spaniards  will"  repent,  but  once,  their  having  fo 
well  ftocked  with  horles  all  thefe  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent. Swift  as  thefe  animals  are,  the  Indians  of 
Chaco  ftop  them  in  full  fpeed;  and  vault  upoa 
them,  no  matter  whether  fideway4B  or  from  behind^ 
without  amr  afliilance  but  that  of  their  javelins, 
upon  whicn  they  fpring.  They  then,  without 
ftirrups  or  bridles,  without  any  thing,  in  ftiort,  but 
a  haker,  not  only  keep  their  feat,  but  turn  the 
proud  animal  which  way  they  pleafe,  and  make 
him  fly  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  to  leave  behind  them  the 
beft  mounted  Spaniards.  As  moft  of  them  go, 
always  naked,  their  flcin  is  very  hard.  Father 
Locano  affures  us,  he  has  feen  the  head  of  a  Mo- 
covi^  the  fkin  of  which  was  half  an  inch  thick. 

The  women  of  Chaco  prick  their  faces,  breads 
and  arms,  like  the  Moorifli  women  of  Africa  and 
Spain  ;  they  are  very  rpbuft ;  bring  forth  with 
great  eafe ;  and,  as  ibon  as  delivered,  bathe  them- 
felves  and  their  children  in  the  next  lake  or  river. 
They  are  treated  by  their  hufbands  with  great  fe-  . 
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verity,  becaufe,  perhaps,  they  are  very  much  ad- 
dieted  to  jealoufy,  and  have  no  manner  of  tender- 
nefs  for  their  children.  They  bury  their  dead  on 
the  very  fpot  where .  they  expire ;  and  pknt  a 
javeiin  over  the  grave,  fattening  to  it  the  flcull  of 
an  enemy,  eijpecially  of  a  Spaniard,  if  they  can 
get  one.  They  then  remove  from  the  place  ;  and 
even  avoid  paffing  by  it,  till  the  deceafed  is  totally 
forgotten. 

The  greateft  obftacles  the  Spaniards  have  met 
^ith  in  reducing  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  and  the 
miffionaries  in  converting  them,  have  been  thrown 
in  their  way  by  the  Cinrigume^^  a  nation  fcattered 
over  feveral  diftrifts  of  the  provinces  of  Santa 
Cruz  de  k  Sierra,  las  Charcas,  and  Chaco  ;  and 
the  mofl:  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Spaniards  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  For,  thou^  they  have 
lately  had  allies  among  them,  who  proved  very 
Serviceable,  they  can  never  depend  upon  their  af- 
fiftance,  but  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to  com-r 
mand  it ;  and  this  is  no  eafy  tafk.  There  is  not, 
in  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  America,  a  prouder, 
more  tr^acherdus,  inconftant,  flinty-heated  nation, 
than  the  Chiriguones ;  which,  joined  to  their  well- 
founded  apprefcnfions  of  becoming  flaves  to  the 
Spaniards  by  fubmitting  to  the  gofpel,  would  be 
ftifficient  to  make  the  miffionaries  lofe  all  hopes  of 
ever  reclaiming  them,  if  they  could  think  it  lawful 
ever  to  defpair  of  God's  mercy. 

By  following  the  courfe  of  the  red  river,  and 
turning  towards  the  eaft,  we  meet  with  feveral 
nations,  who  are  tolerably  peaceable,  and  attack  no- 
body, though  they  all  immediately  unite  for  their 
pommon  defence,  as  foon  as  any  one  of  them  is 
attacked.  According  to  fome,  thefe  nations  re- 
ceived baptifm  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  firft 
Spaniards  in  this  country  \  and  then,  on  being  per- 
fecuted  by  them,  removed  to  a  greater  diftance. 

They 
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They  till  the  ground,  and  rear  cattle ;  and 
there  even  prevail  among  th^m  fome  of  the 
practices  of  chriftianity,  efpecially  that  of  prayer, 
for  which  their  Caciques  aflemble  them  from  time 
to  time.  In  17  lO,  Don  Eftevan  de  Uriz^r  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  them  ;  and  they  preferve  the 
original  draft  of  it  to  this  day,  as  the  palladium 
of  their  liberty  againft  the  Spaniards.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty  was,  that  miffionaries 
fliould  be  fent  to  them  ^  but  it  has  not  been  as  yet 
poffible  to  comply  with  it. 

DonAndreasHurtado  deMendoz a, mar- 
quis of  Cannette,  and  viceroy  of  Peru,  was  the  firft 
to  attempt  the  redudtion  of  Chaco.  In  1556,  he 
fent  there,  for  this  purpofe,  captain  Andreas 
Manfo,  whom,  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  who 
had  ferved  with  honour  in  the  Peruvian  wars. 
This  dficer  advanced,  without  meeting  any  re- 
iiftance,  as  fiir  as  the  extenfive  plains  between  the 
Pilco  Mayo  and  the  red  river ;  and  had  even  began 
to  build  a  town.  But,  one^  night,  when,  being  no 
longer  under  any  apprehenfions  from  the  natives, 
he  and  his  men  were  buried  in  fleep  without  any 
centinels  to  guard  the  avenues  to  their  camp,  a 
party  of  the  Chiriguones  ruftied  into  it,  and  mur- 
dered every  foul  of  them.  Thefe  plains  have  ever 
fince  been  called  the  plains  of  Manfo. 

The  town  of  Santafe,  the  foundation  of  which 
I  have  already  related,  was  originally  confidered 
as  a  town  of  Chaco,  becaufe  it  flood  on  the  weft 
banks  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  which  feveral  extend 
this  province;  but,  havinjg  been  removed  fince, 
it  is  now  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  bounds 
which  father  Locano  gives  Chaco  at  that  fide. 
Another  town  was  built  in  Chaco,  under  the  name 
of  the  OmceptioHy  on  the  banks  of  the  red  river, 
or  rather  a  marlh  formed  by  this  river,  thirty 
leagues  above  it$  fall  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  -,  but 

this 
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this  town  could  fcarce  maintain  iifelf  in  its  primi- 
tive mediocrity  for  the  (pace  of  fixty  years ;  and 
even  the  ruins  of  it  are  now  no  longer  difcemible. 
There  can  be  no  ftronger  proof  ot  the  weaknefs 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Paraguay,  than  their  not  hav- 
.  ing  been  able  to  keep  up  this  eflablifhment,  which 
formed  fo  fine  a  key  into  the  heart  of  Chaco.  In 
fliort,  it  is  with  difficulty  they  now  point  out  the 
(pot,  where  Hood  the  town  of  Guadalcazar  that  I 
have  already  mentioned,  and  which,  likewife, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  abandon. 

F A TH* R  Loc  ANo  tcUs  US,  that,  while  Don  Mar- 
tin de  Ledefma  was  building  this  town,  he  could 
never  penetrate  as  far  as  the  Cbicas  Orejones^  or  thd 
CburumacaSj  who  lived  to  the  weft,  in  the  valleys 
at  the  foot  of  the  Cordilliere,  though  he  could 
plainly  difcover  the  finoke  of  their  villages,  which 
could  not,  therefore,  be  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  from  his  camp;  the  guide,  he  had  often 
employed  to  condudt  a  ftrong  party  there,  having 
conftandy  led  them  aftray ;  that  having,  one  day, 
convifted  him  of  his  treachery,  and  bitterly  re- 
proached him  with  it,  the  fellow  anfwered,  that  it 
was  as  much  as  his  life  was  worth  to  (hew  the 
Spaniards  the  way  to  thefe  villages :  "  But  how 
comes  it,  faid  Don  Martin,  that  the(e  people  are 
fo  averfe  to  our  paying  them  a  vi(it  ?"  "  For  fear,  an- 
fwered the  guide,  that,  if  you  once  knew  the  road 
to  them,  you  (hould  put  them  all  to  death  as  your 
predeceffors  did  the  Inca,  in  order  to  (eize  on  his 
Uiines  and  his  empire."  The  fpy  added,  that  the 
Chicas  Orejones  were  thofe,  whom  the  Incas  em- 
ployed to  work  their  mines,  and  (ecure  the  Cor- 
dilliere ;  and  that,  having  heard  the  tragical  end  of 
the  laft  Inca,  they  immediately  took  renige  among 
the  Churumacas,  who  gave  them  a  very  ravourable 
reception.  Father  Lxx:ano,  likewi(e,  informs  us, 
th^t  the  f^uDc  Chicas  Orejones  were  defcended 
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from  the  noble  Orejones  of  Peru,  whom  the  Incas 
made  ufe  of  to  extend  their  conquf  fts. 

Bu  T  let  the  Spaniards  ufe  what  endeavours  they 
will  to  reduce  Chaco^^they  never  will  be  able 
to  efFeft  it,  till  the  inhabitants  have  fubmitted  to 
the  gpfpel ;  a  thing  impoflible,  as  long  as  they 
abufe  a  favour  granted  them  by  their  catholic  ma- 
jefties ;  and  which  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  they 
ihould  ever  ceafe  to  abufe,  fince  all  the  power  of 
thefe  princes  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  efFeft  it, 
though  it  has  occafioned  the  death  or  defertion  of 
a  great  many  new  chriftians,  and  formed  an  in- 
vincible obftacle  to  the  converfion  of  an  infinite 
number  of  infidels.  It  is^  therefore,  neceflary  I 
fhould  explain  the  nature  of  this  favour,  before 
I  re-affume  the  thread  of  my  narration. 

The  Spaniards  it  feems,  had  parcelled  out  all 
the  Indians,  whom  they  had  reduced  by  force  or  by 
fairmcMS,  into  Departments  or  Ommandes,  Thefe 
commaiides  were  granted  to  private  perfons  for  a 
certain  munber  of  years,  more  or  lefs,  according 
to  the  rahk  or  fervices  of  fuch  perfons.  This 
term  expired^diey  devolved  to  the  crown ;  and 
the  governor  or^e  province,  in  virtue  of  a  power 
received  for  that  purpofe  from  the  fovereign, 
either  employed  fuch  devolved  Indians,  when  re- 
quifite,  in  the  public  works,  or  made  them  over 
to  other  private  perfons,  fo  that  every  adventurer 
partook  in  his  turn  of  their  fervice.  This  fervice 
confifted  in  then"  ^working  for  him  for  nothing, 
two  months  in .  the  year,  and  paying  him,  out  of 
what  they  could  earn  during  the  other  ten  monthsj^ 
a  tribute  of  five  pieces  of  eight,  from  which  thofe 
under  eighteen,  and  above  forty,  were  exempted. 
The  fifth  of  this  tribute  was  to  be  paid  the  pari(h^ 
priefl  for  his  (alary.  In  return  for  this  fervice, 
thofe  who  enjoyed  it,  called,  in  the  Spanifh,  En- 
fotmuf^ros^    were  to   provide '  their  Indians  with 

every 
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every  thing  they  wanted ;  to  fee  that  they  WKte 
•inftrudted  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
chriftian  religion  ;  to  ufe  them  well  and  treat  them 
like  children  ;  for,  in  many  refpefts,  thcfe  Indians 
continue  children  during  their  whole  hves. 

But,  as  Charles  V.  forefaw  that  thefe  regula- 
tions, alone,  would  never  be  fufficicnt  to  protedt  the 
Indians  againft  the  exaftions  of  their  encomen- 
deros,  he  ordered  that  officers  fliould  be  named  to 
receive  their  complaints,  and  do  them  juftice ; 
with  power  to  deprive  of  their  departments  thofe, 
who  (houki  be  convidted  of  having  made  an  ill 
ufe  of  them.  But  the  wifeft  precautions^  and  the 
fevercft  laws,  are  a  very  weak  barrier  againft  ava- 
rice ;  efpecially  where  the  abience  of  the  jfbverdgn, 
and  the  facility 'of  gaining  over  thofe  he  has 
charged  with  the  execution  of  his  orders,  afford 
any  hopes  of  impunity  ;  a  truth  rendered  but 
too  evident  by  the  fate  of  thefe  commandes  ;  for 
jio  laws  could  be  more  wifely  devifed  or  worfe  ex- 
ecuted, than  thofe  made  to  regulate  them. 

Yet,  all  might  have  found  their  advantage  in 
complying  with  thefe  laws.  The  Indians  might 
have  been  civilized,  and  contracted  an  aSedtion  to 
mafters  who  treated  them  as  children  ;  the  king 
might  have  gained  loyal  fubjefts  ;  and  the  en- 
comenderos  ufefiil  fervants ;  as  will  hereafter  ap- 

?ar  evident  beyond  the  power  of  contradiftion. 
he  phurch,  too,  might  have  acquired  docBe  chi^ 
dren.  I  may  even  affirm,  without  indulging  con- 
jefture  too  much,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
•part  of  America  would  be  at  this  dfrjr  chriftians, 
if  thofe  in  [dace  had  concurred  with  the  miffi- 
onaries,  in  endeavouring  to  make  them  rclifh  the 
maxims  of  the  gofpel.  Whereas,  confidering  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  treated,  it  is  no  way 
furprizing,  that  the  greateft  number  of  thrfe  who 
embraced  the  chriftian  religion  (hould  have  aftcir- 

wards 
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Wards  renounced  it,  as  their  encomenderos  or  their 
fubftitutes  fcarce  ever  gave  them  time  to  k^rn,  or 
opportunity  to  obferve,  its  precepts ;  and  were  ftill 
raer^  backward  in  giving  them  that  good  example^ 
and  treating  them  with  that  lenity,  which  was  ne- 
ceflary  t©  confirm  what  the  miflionaries  (aid  to 
them  of  the  mildnefs  and  holinefs  of  the  gofpeJ. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  way  ftrange,  that  as  many  of 
then>,  ^  pcrfTibly  could,  have  (haken  off  the  yoke, 
and  iire  fince  become  the  moft  dangerous  enemies 
of  their  wicked  and  foolifti  talk-mafters. 

It  is,  likewife,  certain,  that  in  confequence  of 
th^  feryices  exadled  from  thefe  flaves,  for  they  are 
viery  feldom  treated  otherwife,  their  mailers  have; 
contra<5ted  fuch  a  habit  of  lazinefs,  that,  as  often 
as  thefe  poor  creatures  fink  under  the  weight  of  fa- 
tigue and  ill  ufage,  or  defert  to  avoid  it,  they  fall 
into  a  ftate  of  indigence,  which  they  know  not 
either  to  bear  or  to  mend.  The  daily  examples  of 
this  misfortune  are  foJar  from  making  any  impref- 
fion  upon  the  Spaniards,  that  the  abufe  of  the  de- 
p^rtme^its  ha$  been  conftantly  on  the  encreafe,  and 
IS  a^  kft  become  &>  ohftinate,  th4t  the  moft  precife 
and  reiterat^4  ord^s  of  the  kings  of  Spain  have  not 
beeQ  able  to  put  a  ftpp  tq  it.  Nay,  difobedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  fover^ign  has  beeu  conftrued 
km  a  prdcription  ^  an4  it  will  plainly  appear  in 
tJhe  cowrie  of  this  hiftory,  thajt  all  the  perfecutions 
exi^it^  agaiaft  the  Jeiuits  of  Paraguay  i  all  the  car. 
Iwpnjtes.propogat^  agaioft  them ;  and  all  the  pr<e* 
judicea  thefe  calumnies  Ijpve  left  bij^nd  them  in  the 
ip^rjds  Qf  fo  maf^y  pe^fons ;  are  e^Hiifely  owing  toi 
tb^  u^iii|a)(en.  refobHion  of  thefe  fathers,  in  oppofin^ 
?VBry^g(t|f^i0pl;  tq  rob  th^  Indians  under  their  care,, 
of  the  totol  ^^mpMcp  grjaated  them  by  the  kings 
of  !^P9^  Crpra  ^Ui  TOMfier  of  perjConai  fea'vice  to  dw 
Smaniards* 
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Part  of  Buenos  Ay  res  re-eftahlijhed.  Defcription  ofit^ 
and  the  neighbourhood.  State  of  chrijliantty  in  Pa- 
raguay, Jefuits  enter  it,  Their  labours  to  reclaim 
the  Spaniards^  and  civilize  and  convert  the  Indians. 
Defcription  of  the  province  ofGuayra,  The  Jefuits 
preach  the  gofpel  there  with  great  fuccefs.  Towns 
built.  Jefuits  gain  eftablijbments  in  fevered  places  \ 
incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  Spaniards^  by  endeavour- 
ing to  protect  the  Indians  againft  them  in  the  enjoy ^ 
ment  of  their  liberty. 


«  g  'TpHE  frequent  lofs  of  ftiips  coming 
15^1'  X  from  Spain,  for  want  of  a  fure  port 
to  receive  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata^ 
having,  at  laft,  made  the  Spaniards  thoroughly 
fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  having  one ;  and  there 
being  no  room  left  for  choice ;  a  refolutioii  was 
taken  to  re-eftablifli  that  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the 
feme  fpot,  where  Mendoza  had,  at  firft,  placed  it ; 
but  under  the  name  of  the  Trinity,  inftead  of  its 
original  one  of  our  lady  of  Buenos  Ayres  \  and  omit 
nothing  to  fecure  it  againft  any  future  attacks  of 
^e  Indians  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  was  be- 
come the  eafier  on  account  of  the  new  eftablifli* 
ments  formed  in  the  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
and  Tucuman,  capable  of  furnifliing  fuccours  to 
^WC  thefe  barbarians.     However,  the  Spaniards  no 
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fooner  fet  about  the  work,  than  the  Indians  pre- 
pared to  attack  them ;  but  the  adelantade,  who 
had  brought  along  with  him  fome  troops,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  military  ftores,  fent  againft  them 
Juan  de  Garay,  who,  after  chaftifing  them  feverely 
in  feveral  rencounters;  .obliged  them  to  remain 
quiet.  The  city  was  rebuilt  on  the  feme  fpot  where 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  at  firft,  placed  it  j  but 
its  firft  name,  of  our  lady^  was  changed  into  that  of 
the  trinity  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

This  city  remained,  for  a  long  time,  in  a  ftate 
of  poverty  anfwerable  to  that  of  the  province,  of 
which  it  was  both  the  key  and  the  centre  of  com- 
merce. I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  fituated 
on  the  weftern  banks  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  about  two 
hundred  miles  from  cape  St.  Mary,  on  a  ibmewhat 
elevated  point  of  land  that  runs  into  the  river  in  a 
North  direftion ;  and  in  thirty-five  degrees  thir- 
ty minutes  South  latitude,  according  to  the  lateft 
oblervations.  The  city  is  feparated  by  a  rivulet 
from  the  fortrefe,  where  the  governor  refides.  It 
is  pretty  large ;  and,  for  a  long  time,  confifted  of 
different  quarters,  with  fields  and  orchards  between 
them,  though  the  houies,  which  for  the  moft  part 
were  built  of  earth,  confifted  of  but  one  ftory  diC- 
pofed  round  an  oblong  court  \  and,  confequently, 
took  up  the  more  room.  Many  of  them  received 
no  day-light,  but  by  their  doors.  The  reft  had 
but  one  window.  But  a  lay-brother  Jefuit,  called 
to  this  place  about  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  to  build 
the  diurch  of  the  college,  having  made  bricks,  and 
tiles,  and  lime,  inftrudted  the  inhabitants  in  thdb 
ttfefiil  arts,  {0  that  all  the  boufes  built  fince  that 
time  are  of  ftone  or  brick  \  and  fome  of  them  two 
ftoriea  hig^ 

Two  other  lay-brother  jeddts,  oneagoodarchi-^ 
te£t|  and  the  othd*  a  good  mafon,  and  both  from 
toiyi  after  finifluog  the  coli^ie  diurch,  built  that  of 

the 
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the  fathers  of  Mercy,  and  the  francifcans,  and  the 
front  of  the  cathedral ;  all  which,  it  is  pretended; 
mi^t  make  a  figure  in  the  bcft  cities  of  Spain. 
Tte  naagiftrates  had,  likewife,  engaged  them  to 
build  a  town-houfe ;  but,  having  fet  out  on  two 
magnificent  a  plan  for  their  funds,  they  found  themi- 
felvea  unable  to  accomplilh  it.  The  city,  however, 
fxxm  began  to  wear  another  a(pe<ft,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  and  other  improvements ;  fo  that  it  is  no 
wonder,  if  the  travellers,  who  have  vifited  if  fince 
the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of,  give  us  a  much  more 
favourable  idea  of  it,  than  thofe  who  paffed  this 
way  before  them. 

At  this  period,  the  inhabitants  were  computed 
at  fixteen  thoufend  fouls ;  one-fourth  whites ;  and 
the  refl  negroes,  Indians,  and  a  mixt  breed.  It  is  by 
the  labour  of  thefe  negroes,  who  are  by  far  the 
greateft  nunabcr,  that  the  Spaniards  live ;  for  the 
Spaniards  here  think  it  beneath-  them  to  exercife 
any  manual  employment.  Thofe  even,  who  are  but 
juft  landed  from  Spain,  put  every  ftitch  they  have 
brought  with  them  upon  their  backs ;  and  fet  up  for 
gentlemen,  above  fcrving  in  any  menial  capacity-; 
Jt  19  almoft  equally  difHcuk  to  get  any  good  from 
the  free  Indians,  who  pais  and  repa(s  through  this 
town>  the  a4iaceQt  villages  and  countryrfeats-  ;^  an4 
this  theii?  averfion  to  labour  is  owing  to  their  havv. 
ing  been  overburthened  with  it,  when  included  in 
the  commandes  and  fub^d:  to  .perfonal  &rviee. 
The  cajhedral  is  the  parii£i-<iiurda  of  tine  whiiseia^ 
habitats ;  the  reft  have  one,  sit  ooe  of  tlie.  extxe;- 
Uiitfes  of  the  ciity. 

Bu^Nos  Ayr.^s^  in  confequence  of  its  fituaticDU 
and  its  wholefome  air,  enjoys  every  advaniagexequi^ 
fite  to  make  a  flourilhing  city ;  and  will,  no  doubt; 
fiouriih  in  prppogrtipn  asParaguay^^ich  has  nobiher 
iea  port,  becomes  populoua  a^d  the  inhabitants  ^fit 
Idi^ripus.  Wimeibeg^sh$^re;snthe:taQiithQ£Jiin64 
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fpringj  in  the  month  of  September ;  fummef ,  in  De- 
cember ;  and  autumn,  in  March ;  and  thefe  fouf 
fealbns  fucceeded  each  other  very  regularly.  In  win- 
ter, the  rains  are  heavy,  and  attended  with  fiich 
terrible  thunder  and  lightening,  that  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  accuftomin^  one  felf  to  it.  The  heat  of 
the  fun  in  fummer  is  qualified  by  gentle  breezes, 
which  rife  regularly  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  One-third  of  the  houfes  have  a 
profpedt  over  an  extenfive  country  cloathed  with  a 
perpetual  verdure ;'  the  other  two-thirds  look  over 
the  river,  which,  to  the  North,  appears  like  a  great 
fea,  terminated  only  by  the  horizon.  Fifli  is  here 
in  great  abundance,  efpecially  that  which  the  Spa- 
niards call  Pefcbe  Reyes,  being  a  kind  of  Gurnard 
very  common  on  the  coafts  of  Chili. 

The  fertility  of  the  lands  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Buenos  Ayres  is  equal  to  the  goodnefs  of  its  air, 
ib  that,  in  thefe  refpects,  nature  has  done  every 
thing,  to  render  it  a  moft  delightful  place  to  live 
in.  The  country  about  it,  however,  has  a  naked 
look,  the  Spaniards  having  neglefted  to  plant  any 
trees  in  it.  But,  except  in  point  -of  profpedt,  this 
deficiency  is  little  felt;  as  all  the  iflands,  with 
which  the  river  is  enameled  at  this  place,  are  ex- 
ceedingly well  wooded.  The  only  fruit-tree  found 
in  them  is  the  peach-tree ;  which,  befides  producing 
excellent  fruit,  is  fo  common,  that  they  ufe  its 
branches  for  the  moft  common  purpofes.  The 
vine  has  not  as  yet  anfwered,  for  want  of  a  niethod 
to  deftroy  a  kind  of  ants,  which  fall  upon  it  the 
minute  it  begins  to  (hoot,  and  gnaw  it  to  the  very 
root.  • 

But  the  chief  want,  which  riot  only  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  every  other  part  of  that  vatft  country 
generally  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Para* 
guay,  for  a  long  time  laboured  under,  was  that 
of  men  qualified  to  maintain  the  ancient  chriP 
-  Vol.  L  P  tians 
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tiaii&ii>  the  regular  exercife  of  their  rdigion,  as  well 
as  to  draw  the  infidels  over  to  it.  We  have  feen, 
that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  recommended  no- 
thing more  earneftly  to  the  governors  he  fent  here, 
than  that  they  (hould  take  with  them  ibme  pariefts 
both  fecular  and  regular  ;  and  fupply  them  with 
every  thing  that  could  facilitate  the  execution  of 
their  office.  Philip  IL  his  fon  and  fucceffor  to  the 
throne  of  Spain,  took  the  fame  precautions  v  and  the 
miffionaries,  the  firft  of  whom  were  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francis,  omitted  nothing  to  (hew  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  them  by  thefe 
two  great  princes.  But,  diough  they  baptifed  a 
great  number  of  Indians,  the  frequent  revolts  of 
thefe  people,  whom  the  Spaniards  did  not  always 
treat  with  fufficient  mildnefs,  and  the  troubles, 
which  afinoft  conftantly  jwevailed  among  the  Spa- 
niards themfelves,  for  the  firft  fixty  years  after 
their  arrival,  jMTOved  a  great  ohftacle  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  gofpel. 

Tu>cuM  AN  was,  at  firft,  much  happier  in  this  re- 
fpedt ;  for  the  Spaniards  had  fcarce  b^un  to  fettle 
in  it,  when  Saint  Francis  Solano,  and  a  great  many 
other  miffionaries  of  his  order,  entered  it  on  the 
fide  of  Peru  ;  vifi ted  every  part  of  it ;    and  eve» 
penetrated    very    far    into     Chaco ;    fcattering 
every  where  the  feed  of  the  gofpel,  with  all  the 
fuccefs  which  might  naturally  be  expedted  from 
metk  headed  by  a  faint,  whofe  zeal  knew  no  bounds ; 
and  whom  God  invefted  with  the  gift  of  miracles,  to 
(uch  a  degree,  that  the  inhabitants  confidered  him 
33  focf^thing.  more  than  a  mortal  being.  But,  as  he 
was  foon  called  back  to  Peru  by  his  fuperiors,  his 
miffioii  turned   out  like  one  of  thofe    tranfitory 
clouds,  which  fertilize,,  for  a  time,  the  dridl  fields, 
upoa  which  they  fall,  and  then  leave  them  to  re- 
lapfe  into  their  former  fterility.    Father  Le\yis  de 
Bblapos,  one  of  Saint  Franci&  Solano's  difciples, 
'  ^  and 
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and  who,  likewife,  died  in  the  odour  of  fanftity, 
founded  among  the  Guaranis  of  Paraguay,  a  fer- 
■  venb«3lony  of  chriftians,  which  he  governed  for  a 
long  time.  He  even  tranflated  into  their  language 
a  catechifm,'  ^hich  I  (hall  hereafter  have  fome  be- 
cafioh  to  mention  ;  but,  His  fiiperiors  having  att 
laft  thought  j^roper  to  recal  him  on  account  of  his 
great  ageii  and  infirmities,,  the  little  flock  he  had 
brbught  together,  and  with  whom,  it  is  probable^ 
he  could  leavfe  no  paftor  of  his  own  order,  fell  af- 
terwards into  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits  j  and,  has 
fiflte*  proved  th6  g^rrn,  as  it  were,  of  thefe  flourifli- 
ing  churches  of  the  Paratria  dnd  the  Uruguay, 
Whofe  happy  progrefs  we  fliali  foon  have  occafion  to 
confider.  Th^  good. old  man  having  heard  of  this 
liappy  event,  a  fittle  before  his  death,  it  made  hira 
forget  the  great  dftlifttoh  he  had  long  laboured  un- 
der at  the  thoughts  of  having  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don his  d^ar  child^en^  whom  ^e  hiad  engendered 
in  Jefus  Chfifl:.  . 

Thus,  theifefore,  the  chriftian  religion  wa^ 
the  thing  in  thefe  provinces,  which  ftood  rpoft 
in  need  of  powerful  affiflance.  The  fecukr  clergy 
Were  too  few  for  the  Spaniards  alone,  with  whorri 
they  were  entirely  taken  up.  Thfe  regulars, 
fewer  in  themfelves,  were  ftill  more  fo,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fubjeftcd  Indians!  committed  to  tneil: 
cai^e,  whorti,  befidcs,  the  bad  example  and  cruel- 
ty of  their  encommehderoes  made  it  almoft  impoffi-; 
ble  to  infpire  with  any  relifh  for  the  great  truths  of 
the  gofpel.  In  fhort,  the  bifhops  of  Paraiguay  and 
Tucuman  Were  often  reduced  to  the  melancholy 
neceffity  of  applying,  in  the  flrongefl  terms,  to  the 
kings  of  Spain,  and  theirt:ouncil  of  tht  Indies,  for 
ipiritnal  labourers  to  aflift  them  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  duty. 

Tu c u M  AN,  efpecially,  ftobd  in  the  greatefl:  ne^s 
of  fuch  fuccours.     Many  towns  in  it  had  not  fo 
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much  as  a  (ingle  clergyman.  The  children  grew 
up  without  any  inftrud:ion,  and  very  often  the 
fick  left  the  world  without  any  fpiritual  afl^ftance. 
Don  Francis  Vidoria,  of  the  order  of  Saint  Do- 
minic, biftiop  of  this  diocefe,  which  he  governed 
for  twelve  years,  did  not  find,  on  his  arrival  in  it, 
a  fingle  fecular  prieft)  and  fcarce  any  r^ulars,  who 
could  make  the  Indians  underftand  them  ;  fo  that 
he  found  himfelf,  to  his  infinite  fbrrow,  obliged  to 
lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  converting  them.     The 

^efuits  now  began  to  be  known  in  America  ;  they 
ad  been,  even  upwards  of  thirty  years,  in  Brazil, 
which  father  Jofeph  Anchieta  had  filled  with  the 
odoiu:  of  his  holinefs,  and  the  fplendor  of  his  mi- 
racles. They,  had,  likewife  fettled  in  Peru  ;  and 
had  already  made  in  both  thefe  kingdoms  an  in- 
finite number  of  converficws ;  fo  that  every  one 
publifhed,  that  this  new  order,  whofe  founder  was 
born  at  the  time  Chriilopher  Columbus  b^an  to 
difcover  the  new  world,  had  received  from  heaven 
a  fpecial  miflion,  and  a  particular  grace,  to  efla- 
blifli  in  it  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrifl:. 

Thi  s  confideration  having  determined  the  biftiop 
of  Tucuman  to  get,  coft  what  it  would,  as  many 
Jefuits  as  poflible,  into  his  diocefe,  he  wrote,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  father  Anchieta,  and  Father 
John  Atienfa,  both  provincials  of  their  company  i 
the  firft,  in  Brazil ;  and  the  fecond,  in  Peru ;  conju- 
ring them,  by  the  entrails  of  Jefus  Chrift,  not  to  re-^ 
fufe  him  the  afliftance  he  fo  much  wanted.  Upon 
this,  father  Atienfa,  the  neareft  of  the  two,  and 
moft  at  hand  to  give  him  fpeedy  fuccours,  imme- 
diately fent  orders  to  father  Francis  Angulo,  and 
father  Alphonfo  Barfena,  then  employed  in  the  pro- 
vince of  las  Charcas,  to  repair  immediately  to  Tu- 
cuman, with  a  lay-brother,  called  John  Villegas, 
who  was  to  ferve  them  in  quality  of  catechift. 

These 
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Q^  These  -fathers  fet  out,  the  minute  they 
'  ^  received  their  provinciars  letter ;  and  arrived 
in  1586  at  Salta,  v^^here  a  lingle  prieft  had  not  been 
ieen  for  four  years  that  this  town  had  been  built. 
They  were,  therefore,  received  in  it  as  angels  de- 
Icended  from  heaven.  The  inhabitants,  even  the 
moft  licentious,  had  not,  as  jet,  ftifled  the  remorfe 
of  their  confcience,  whofe  cries  redoubled  at  the 
light  of  thefe  apoftolic  men,  and  grew  ftill  higher 
andhigher,  when  they  had  heard  them  fpeak.  They 
all  confefled  their  fins ;  and  then  repaired  to  the 
holy  myfteries,  the  privation  of  which  had  been 
the  principal  caufe  of  all  their  libertinifrh  The 
iathershad  equal  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
Indians,  whofe  language  they  pretty  well  under- 
ftood,  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  regret  they 
faw  themfelves  obliged  to  leave  a  place,  where 
there  appeared  fo  fine  a  field  to  exercife  their  zeal, 
and  fo  great  a  prplped  of  its  being  attended  with 
lading  fuccefs.  But  they  were,  it  feems,  impari- 
^ntly  expedted  at  Santiago.  Having  taken  thdr 
road  to  it,  by  Efteco,  fifty  leagues  at  this  fide 
of  it,  they  there  found  the  fame  call  for  their  affift- 
ance,  and  the  fame  difpofitions  to  benefit  by  it,  as 
well  in  the  Spaniards  as  in  the  Indians,  many  of 
whom  had  been  baptized  by  Saint  Francis  Solano. 
However,  they  remained  in  Efteco,  but  a  month, 
having  received  a  letter  from  the  bilhop,  which 
obliged  them  to  fet  out  diredliy  for  Santiago. 

Don  Juan  Ramirez  de  Velasco,  governor 
of  Tucuman,  was  no  lefs  impatient  to  fee  them  than 
Don  Francis  Victoria.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he 
had  notice  of  their  approach,  he  went  out,  on  horfe- 
back,  with  the  nobility  and  officers  of  the  garrifon, 
to  meet  them.  The  inhabitants  ftrewed  with  flowers, 
and  adorned  with  triumphal  arches,  the  ftreets 
through  which  they  were  to  pafs.  The  bifhop^ 
who  had  ordered  a  folemn  thankfgiving  for  their 
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.happy  arrival,  .embraced  them  tenderly,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  ;  and,  feeing  them  fall  proftrate  at  his 
Teet,  to  implore  his  bleffing,  toojc  them  up  j  con-r 
'dudledthem,  inproceffion,  to  the  cathedral ;  com^ 
plimented them  therein  terms,  y^hich  greatly (hock- 
^ed  their  modefty  ^  gave  out  the  Te  4eum^  which  wa^ 
Jpng  by  his  clergy  ;  and,  afterwards,  led  tberfi 
to  his  own  houfe,  wbere  he  infilled  upon  lodging 
Jhern.  If  apoft6)ic  men  fbmetimes  fijad  themfelves 
ill  cjrcumfi^ncesj  jh  which  the  great  ma(ler  who 
.feodia  them  thinks  proper  they  fhouy  be  received 
]ik^  his  minifters  \  he  oftener  gives  thern  occafion  to 
ppnfider  thernfelyes  as  his  di(fciple.s  ;  fo  as  to  m^ke 
tlf^rq.  remember  all  the  ignominies  of  his  pafTiQn, 
w^ich  fo  foon  fucceedeq  his  .triumphant  entry 
into  Jeruf^lem.  This  the  Jefuits  \yhafirft  entered 
^ara^uay,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  have  never  loft  fight 
pf ;,  and  they  have  found  their  advantage  in  it, 
'.  ;SAi^TiAG0,  at  thistimc,  contained  five  hundred 
feiiiiljes  ;  and  the  country  about  it,  which  is  very 
^etlghtful,  befides^being  well  peopl^  with  Indians, 
ms  evqry  cjay  filling  with  new  Sp^niOi  fettlementsi. 
Yet,  the  bifhop  had  but  five  fecular,  and  a  few  re- 

f'ulaij,  'priefls,  that  he  could  depend  upon  \  fo  that 
e  faw  himfelf  conftantly  obJiged  to  go  through 
theiiiofl  laborious  part  of  the  ghurgh  duty,  though 
he  often  funfc  under  the  burden  of  it.  Here,  there- 
fpre,  the  neVif  piiffipnariea  fouricj  ^mrie  matter  to 
employ  their  zeal.  Though  they  coulcl  not  but  coja^ 
fider  thernfelvesi  as  more  part;icularly  fent  to.  the 
fiid^^ri^>  thqfy  thought  it  their  duty,  to  do  fomething, 
i^rft,  for  the  Spaniards ;  as,  Jbefides, their. being  dor 
meilics  of  the  faith,  example,  could  not  but 
greatly  haflen  or  retard  the  prpgf efs  oif  their  ope- 
rations among  the  Neophytes  an^  ^he  Infidels. 
Th^Qy  divided  tlicir  whole  tinae  between  preaching, 
hearing  confefTions  ;  vifiting  the  fick..;  and  private 
conferences ;  borrowing  from  their  fleep  what  was 
xequifitc 
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requifite  for  the  faying  of  their  breviary  ^nd 
other  exereiies  of  devotion.  The  Spaniards  liftcned 
tb  them  with  fuch  re(pedt.;  and  applied  to  theni  "with 
fuch  <:<^fidence  ;  that  the  place  fooh '  wore  a 
different  aCpzd  ;  the  ftreets  and  houfes  refbunding 
both  day  and  night,  with  fpiritual  canticles..  The 
bilhc^  contributed  fb  zealoufly  to  the  ^fucceis  of 
their  labours,  not  only  by  precept  but' example,* 
that  the  joy  with  which  his  'l^rt  overflowed  could, 
alone,  fupport  him  under  fo  many  fati^esV. 
"  The  iridians  had  next  thdr  turn.  Fairer  An- 
gulo  was  perfeft  mafler  of  the  Quitchoani  lan- 
guage, olrrent  amon^  them  y  and  Father  5ariena 
had  learned  that,  which  was  peculiar  to  them.;  fo 
that  both  were  in  a  condition  to  be  undcrfto6d  by 
them  alL  The  refpeft  and  confidence,  of  .which 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  the  finccreft  demonftra- 
tions,  inspired  jhe  natives  with  fuch  an  opinion  of 
them,  that  they  flocked  about  them  in  rrowds, 
whofe  holy  importunities  the  mifBonaries  themfelves 
were  furprized  at  their  being  ^ble  to  anfw^.  :  After 
fome  time  (^nt  in  this  manner,  fathef  Anguio 
thought  prcJper,  that  Faflrcr  Barfena  fhoiild  return 
to  Eft^o,  with  a  fecul^  pxieft  named  to  the  parifh 
of  that  place,  in  order'  to  afTifl  him ;  and^  likewife, 
begin  a  miflion  anKmg  the  Indians  of  its  diflridt, 
who  lived  in  fifty  hamlets,  at  a  confiderable  diflance 
one  from  the  other,  and  feparated  by  moiihtains 
and  marfhes,  which  rendered  the  commmiication 
between. flierii  very  difagreeable  and  difficult.' 

An  apdftate  and  v^abond  monk  had  appeared, 
fbme  time  before,  among  thefe  Indians ;  and,  tHough 
he  did  not  know  a  fipgle  word  of  their  language, 
had  baptiifed  a  grmt  number  of  them,  who  thus 
became  chriflians,  withbiit  knowing  wharichriflian- 
ity  was ;  and  profaned  the  holbefs  of  the'  cliarafter 
they  had  received,  by  continuing  to  praftice  their 
antient  fuperfHtions,  and  folb^V  the  bent  of  their 

P4  'brutal 


^oo  THE    HISTORY 

brutal  appetites.  *  Thefe  the  miflionary  thought 
bell  eaititled  to  his  firft  labours  j  and,  in  the  fpac(? 
of  nine  months  that  he  ipent  in  vifiting  their  hanv- 
lets  with  brother  Villegas,  he  not  only  made  trw 
chriftian?;  of  them,  but  added  to  their  number  be- 
tween fix  and   feven  thpufand  well  ipftrudled  anii 
'  very  fervent  Neophytes.     He  flattered  himfelf  with 
•  being  able   to  exten4  his  Spiritual  conqnefts  fti|l 
furth^,  when  the  bifhop  callejl  hiip  back  to  San- 
tiago, in  order  to  fend  him,  with  Father  Angulo,  tp 
Cprduba,   where  they  met  with  fuqh  fuccefe  a- 
.  mongft  the  Spaniards  of  the  town,  and  the  Indians  of 
the  neighbourhood,  as  furpaffed  thei^  oyrn  hopes 
and  thofe  of  the  prelate. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  reinforcement,  of  Jefuits 
arrived  at  Corduba  from  Brazil.  It.  confifted  of 
the  Fathers,  Leonard  Armenio,  an  Italian  j  Juan 
'SJatlomo,  of  Valenci^  jn  Spain;  Thomas  Filds, 
a  Scotchman  ;  Stephen  de  Grao,  a  Portugueze  ;  and 
Emmanuel  de  Ortega^  another  Portuguefe  trained 
up  to  an  apgftolic  lite  under  the  famous  Father 
Anchiet^.  Father  Armenio,  the  fuperior  of  them, 
on  his  ^aari^ival  at  Corduba,  reprefented  to  the  mif- 
fionaries  he  found  there  contrary  to  his  expeAation, 
that,  as  Tucuman  couI(i^  be  more  eafily ..  fupplied 
with  pailfionaries  frpn^  Peru,  than  from  Bra:(il, 
wh^re^  "befides,  there  was  more  wpxk,  and  Portu- 
gal GOiild  fupply  a  fufficient  number  of  labourers 
for;:. and,  as  this  mixture  of  Spanifti  and  Portu- 
guefe'raiflions  would-not,  perhaps,  be  approved  Ijy 
j:he  cbiirts  of  Madrid  and  Lifbon,  though  thefe  two 
kinjgdOEOs  were  united  under  one  fovereign,  he 
was  relolved  to  return  to  Brazil,  but  without  ob- 
liging any  body  tp  fo/low  hiqj^  \  and,  accordingly. 
Father  de  Grao  was  the. only  perlon,  vho  did  not 
chiif^  tp.fef)arate  from  him.  Father  Qrt^a  re- 
mained at  Corduba,  witli  Father  Barfena  ;  and  Fa- 
ther  Ahgulo  took  Father  Salonio  and  Father  Filds 
with  him  to  Santiago.    '    . 

When 
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r.r.  When  Don  Jerom  Lewis  de  Cabrera 
^^  '  founded  the  city  of  Corduba,  there  were 
no  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  Indians  in  the  diftridt 
he  affigned  it ;  but  this  number  loon  began  to 
leflen.  The  Spaniards  behaved  with  fo  nmuch  bar- 
barity towards  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  whom 
fear  alone  had  brought  under  fubjeftion  to  them, 
that  many  perifhed  with  grief  and  fatigue ;  and 
many  more  deferted.  The  Ihorteft  way  to 
retain  thofe  who  remained,  and  make  them  wi(h 
to  be  inftrufted  in  the  myfteries  of  the  chriftian  re- 
ligion, was  by  gentlenefs  and  by  prefents  •  fo  that 
the  poverty  of  the  two  miffionaries,  not  permitting 
them  to  ufe  the  latter,  they  were  obliged  to  eni- 
ploy  an  extraordinary  degree  of  the  former. 

Several  infidels  had  been,  likewi(e,  baptifed 
in  this  country,  without  any  previous  inftruc- 
tion.  The  Spaniards  would  fain  appear  zealous  to 
propagate  the  gofpel,  while  they  were  really  doing 
all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  flop  its  progrefs.  The 
firft  thing,  therefore,  the  miffionaries  did,  was  to 
convince  the  Neophytes  of  what  the  matters  Ihould 
have  begun  by  telling  them,  that,  we  muft  not 
judge  of  the  chriftian  religion  by  the  condudk  of 
thofe  who  profefs  it ;  and  in  this  they  fucceeded 
beyond  their  expeftation,  fo  that,  m  lefs  thaU'  fix 
months,  all  the  neighbourhood  of  Corduba  was 
peopled  with  catechumens. 

After  fome  other  excurfions  made  by  the  new 
miffionaries,  which,  joined  to  their  former  labours, 
ingratiated  them  fo  much  with  Don  Francis  Vidto- 
ria,  that  he  appointed  Father  Barfena  his  vicar-ge- 
neral, with  an  unlimited  power.  The  Fathers,  Sola- 
nio,  de  Ort^a,  and  Filds,  repaired  to  the  Aflump- 
tion,  8tt  the  requeft  of  the  bifhop  of  that  place ;  were 
received  there  with  the  fanie  honours  that  had  been 
paid  to  Father  Barfena  and  Father  Angulo  at  San- 
tiago ;  and  exerted  themfelves  equally  to  the  advari- 
^  tag<5 
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tage  of  both  Spaniards  and  natives  j  fo  that,  in  th^ 
fpace  of  three  months,  neither  were  to  be  known 
for  the  fame  men.  They  tlien  turned  their  views 
upon  the  eaflern  Guayra.  But,  as  it  was  not  pro- 
per they  fhould  all  leave  the  capital  together.  Fa- 
ther Salanio  continued  in  it,  whiJft  the  two  others 
embarked  on  the  Paraguay  for  that  country. 

Afteji  failing  for  lome  time  on  the  Paraguay, 
they  landed  on  the  right  Ihore,  and  travelleid 
a  foot,  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  before  they 
reached  its  nearefl:  towns.  This  country,  probably, 
derives  it  name  from  that  of  the  Guaranis  who  in- 
habit it,  they  being  often  called  Guayranis. 

These  Indians  lived  in  towns,  that  were  pretty 
populous,  and  the  Caciques  of  which  by .  being 
hereditary,  and  independent  one  on  the  other,  had 
a  great  deal  of  authority  over  their  fubjefts,. .  Some- 
times, however,  as  it  happens  in  all  nations  more 
addifted  to  the  arts  of  war  than  thofe  of 
peace,  private  peribns  acquired  this  rank  by  their 
valour  ;  and  not  feldom  by  a  fingle  facility  in 
fpeaking  well  the  langu^^e  of  the  country,  which, 
according, to  Father  Montoya,  who  we^  perfect 
mailer  of  it,  yields,  in  nothing,  to  any  of  the  ftneft 
;We  are  acquainted  with.  The  chief  prerogatives 
'enjoyed  by  the  Caciques  confifted  in  a  right  to  the 
labour  of  their  fubjeds,  for  the  purpofes,  of  agri- 
culture i  an^  the  ufe  of  their  daughters  when  they 
jequired  it,  ^ 

'At  the  death  of  a  Cacique,  it  w^  .kwful  for 
one  of  his  brothers  to  marry  the  widow ;  but  this 
feldom  happened,  Ip  gf qeral,  thefe  ledians  did 
not  approve  fuch  marriages  between  B^r  relations; ; 
and  the  men  among  them,  who  have :  enibraced 
the  chriftian  religion,  ne\."er  marry  ^y  of  their 
.relations,  even  within  thofe  degree^  with  which  the 
church  readily  difpenfes.  But  the  Caciques  could 
have  more  wives  than  one.     As  to  their  religion, 

they 
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they  acknowledge  bfut  one  God ;  for  if  they  e^f- 
prelTed  any  veneration  for  the  bones  of  their  jug- 
glerjs  whora  they  had  feen  perform  fuch  things 
•  in  their  life  time,  as,  in  their  opinion,  furpafled  the  • 
flreqgth  of  nature,  thej  by  ao  means  coniidered 
them  as  divinities,  though  the  fpecies  of  worfhip 
.theyp;iid  them,  differed  but  little  from  that,  which 
other  nations  pay  their  idols.  They  never,  how- 
ever, offered  any  iacrifices  to  God,  nor  could 
any  regular  form  of  worfhip  be  difcovered  among 
them. 

They  reckoned  their  years  by  winters,  but  fel^ 
dom  went  beyond  t^n  without  committing  a  mif- 
take.  They  judged  of  its  being  time  to  rife  when 
the  plei^des  began  to  make  their  appearg^nce  a- 
bove  the  horizon.  They  imagined  there  w^s 
a  tiger  and  a  great  dog  in  the  heavens,  which 
devoured  the  naoon  and  the  fun^  as  often  as  thefe  lu- 
minaries happened  to  be  eclipfed ;  and  fuch  ^v^ts 
greatly  alarmed  them.  The  buflbands,  qi\  their 
•wives  being  brought  to  bed,  pbferved,  for  the 
ipace  of  fifteen  day§,  a  rigorous  faft ;  and  neither 
hunted  nor  converfed  with  any  one  during  that 
time,  firmly  believing,  that  the  child's  life  depencl- 
^  on  their  punctually  complying  with  this  cuftom, 
,They  ufed  a  kind  Qf  baptifm ;  but  authqrs  have  npr 
given  us  ^ny  fatisfaitory  account  of  it.  But  the 
ceremonies  they  obferved,  in  giving  names  to  their 
new-born  children,  will  bed  ferye  to  give  us  a,  juft 
idea  of  the  lavageneftpf  this  natiop.  Thinjcing  it 
unlawfiil  to  perfo;-m  this  ceremcMiy,  without  the 
death  of  a  prifimer  qf  war,  th^y  deferred  it  till  they  \ 
could  make  one.  After  entertaining  him  plentifully 
^X  feveral  d^ys,  apd  even  giving  him  his  chqiqe  of 
4is  many  young  girls  or  grown  up  woniea  as  he 
tjhought  proper>  they  cut  his  throat  on  the  day  apr 
pointed  for  tha^t  ^urpofe,  wi^h  great  cereniony. 
As  foon  as  he  was  dead*  every  on^  tcKUch^  his 

body, 
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body,  or  ftruck  it  with  a  flick  ;  and,  during  this 
operation,  they  gave  names  to  all  the  children  that 
had  not  as  yet  received  any.  This  done,  the  body 
was  cut  up ;  and  every  family  tbok  home  a  piece  gf 
it  to  make  into  broth,  of  which  every  one  took  a 
mouthful,  not  excepting  children  at  thebreaft,  whom 
their  mothers  took  care  to  make  partakers  of  this 
hellifti  repaft. 

Their  manner  of  receiving  perfbns  returned 
from  a  long  journey,  had  fomething  very  odd  in  it. 
The  traveller,  on  entering  his  cabin,  immediately 
feated  himfelf,  without  uttering  a  fingle  fyllable ; 
and,  the  next  moment,  the  women  began  to  walk 
round  and  round  him,  obferving,  all  the  time,  the 
feme  filence,  till,  at  laft,  they  fuddenly  burft  out  in- 
to exclamations,  which  were  followed  by  a  long  re- 
lation of  all  the  difagreeable  events  that  had  hap- 
pened in  his  family,  during  his  abfence ;  the  men 
covering  their  faces,  repeated  the  fame  things  with 
a  low  voice ;  and  this  ceremony  lafted  a  longer  or 
Ihorter  time  in  proportion  to  the  efteem  they  had 
for  the  traveller.  At  laft,  they  all  congratulated 
him  on  his  happy  arrival,  and  entertained  him  in  the 
beft  manner  they  were  able. 

The  women,  on  the  death  of  their  hufbands, 
ufed  to  throw  themfelves  from  |bme  eminence  hi^ 
enough  to  cripple"  them  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  Indians  believed  that  the  foul,  on  its 
leaving  the  body,  never  wandered  at  any  great  dif- 
tance  from  it,  but  kept  it  company  in  the  grave, 
where  they,  accordingly,  left  a  vacancy  for  it  to  re- 
fide  in.  The  firft  who  embraced  the  go(pel  could 
fcarce  be  prevailed  upon  to  renounce  this  pradlice  ; 
and  chriftian  women  have  been  pretty  often  difco- 
vered  going  privately  to  the  graves  of  their  children 
or  hufbands,  in  order  to  fift  the  mould  over  them, 
as  their  fouls,  they  faid,  would  be  too  much  bur^ 
thened  without  this  precaution. 

When 
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When  a  girl  was  old  enough  to  be  married, 
they  put  her  into  the  hands  of  a  woman,  who,  for 
eight  days  together,  employed  her  in  the  moft  la- 
borious talks ;  fed  her  very  ill ;  and  withal,  never 
gave  her  a  moment's  reft.  By  her  manner  ot  bear- 
ing this  tryal,  they  judged  if  (he  was4aborious,  and 
otherwife  qualified  to  undertake  the  care  of  a  fa- 
mily. At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  they  cut  off 
her  hair ;  decked  her  out  with  all  the  ornaments  the 
fex  is  ib  fond  of;  and  declared  herinarriageable. 
It  would  have  been  criminal  in  a  ypung  woman  to 
keep  company  with  a  man  before  (he  had  paffed 
through  this  tryal ;  or,  at  leaft,  (he  muft  have  done 
it  very  privately  to  efcape  puniftiment. 

The  Guaranis  placed  great  faith  in  certain  men, 
who,  at  once,  adted  the  part  of  fortune-tellers  and 
phyficians,  pretended  to  draw  certain  informations 
of  what  was  to  happen  from  the  (inging  of  birds, 
and  to  have  received  from  heaven  the  power  of  cu- 
ring all  manner  of  difeafes.  Their  whole  quackery, 
however,  confifted  in  fucking  the  part  afHidted,  and 
then  pretending  to  extract  from  it  (bmething,  which 
they  had  the  precaution  of  taking  into  their  mouths 
before  they  went  to  work,  but  produced,  with  the 
^reateft  alTurance,  as  the  caufe  of  all  the  patient's 
illnefs,  whole  imagination  they  greatly  calmed  by 
this  ftrat^em.  This,  no  doubt,  was  doing  a  great 
deal.  Befides,  they  never  worried  their  patients  with 
drugs  and  operations,  fo  that,  if  they  did  not  affift 
nature,  neither  did  they  obftrudt  her ;  and  if  they 
did  not  cure,  neither  did  they  kiU,  their  patients. 
The  Guaranis  had  likewile  their  conjurers,  who 
boafted  a  power  of  killing  whoever  they  thought 
proper ;  and  had,  in  fail,  (b  far  bewitched  niun- 
bers,  as  to  make  them  believe,  that  feveral  had 
been  carried  off  by  the  fecret  power  of  their  m- 
cantations ;  fo  that  it  was  fometimes  enough  for  a 
flian  fo  have  an. enemy,  to  be  feized  with  a  panic» 

and 
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and  even  die  of  it,  if  he  had  not  \*rherewidi  td  Wibe 
thefe  impoftors. 

The  province  inhabited  by  the  Guaranis,  of 
whom  we  have  been  fpeaking,  for  there  are  other 
Guaranis,  as  we  faid  before,  difpeffed  almoft  all 
over  this  part»of  South  America,  refembling,  more 
or  lefs,  in  manners  and  cuftoms  the  nations  among 
whom  they  are  fettled;  the  original  province  of 
Guayra,  I  mean,  to  which  Father  Salonio  and  Fa- 
ther Filds  were  now  travelling,  is  almoft  equally  di- 
vided by  the  tropic  of  Capricorn ;  and  is  bounded, 
to  the  Eaft,  by  Brazil ;  to  the  North,  bry  a  very 
low  and  wet  country  covered  with  trees,  but  as 
yet  very  little  known,  though  very  populous  ;  to 
the  South,  by  the  Uruguay ;  and  to  the  Weft,  by 
the  Paraguay,  though  between  the  Guaranis  and 
this  laft  river  there  are  feveral  nations,  moft  of 
whom  live  a  wandering  life.  The  weather  of 
Guayra  is  almoft  every  where  unequal  and  incon- 
ftant  i  the  air,  in  general,  unwholefome  5  and  ac- 
cordingly, fevers  are  very  common  here.  It  natu- 
rally produces  feveral  fruits,  astheguembe,  the 
grenadilla,  and  dates  of  a  very  bitter  tafte.  Alt  the 
plains  and  low-lands  are  very  fertile  in  pulfe,  rootsy 
rrlanioc,  maiz,  and  other  plants,  which  require  lit- 
tle culture.  It,  likewife,  abounds  with  many  trees 
fit  for  building,  particularly  cedar,  and  every  other 
ipecies  of  pine  and  fir,  in  whofe  hollows  honey  and 
wax  are  found  in  great  abundance.  As  t6  animals, 
it  has  all  thofe  already  mentioned  in  the  general 
defcription  of  Paraguay.  To  conclude,  this  pto^ 
vince  is  watered  by  feverai  rivers,  the  rnod  con-^ 
fiderable  of  v/hich,  next  to  the  Pai^ana,  are  th^ 
Parapafte^  which  receives  feveral  othdf  fmillet 
ones ;  and  the  Guibay^  upon  which  formerly  ftood 
Villarica,  pretty  near  its  difcharge  into  the  Parana, 
to  which  all  the  other  rivers  of  this  province  are 

tributar}^  -    r .  --  '-- 

There 
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.  There  are  certain ftofies  in  the  province  of  Gti- 
ayra^  which  for  fome  years  were  greatly  cried 
up.  They  are  found,  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
under  the  furface  of  the  earth,  inclofed  in  a  very 
hard  cruft  of  an  oval  figure.  It  is  affured,  that, 
whal  they  have  acquired  their  proper  fize,  they 
fliiver  their  covering  to  pieces,  with  a  report  equal 
to  that  made  by  a  bomb  in  burfting,  and  iffue  forth 
in  the  form  of  a  tranfparent  ftone  with  a  very  fine 
luftre.  But  they  are  not  all  of  cme  colour.  Some  are 
green,  fome  of  a  violet  cotour,  but  mod  of  them  red. 
There  b  fo  much  regularity,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
ip  much  variety  in  their  form,  that  one  can  hardly 
be  perfuaded  that  they  are  the  work  of  nature.  But 
all  their  beauty  is  fuperficia| ;  for,  at  bottom,  they 
are  of  no  more  value  than  thofe  found  in  the 
couiitry  of  Liege.  The  Spaniards,  however,  were 
at  firft  fo  much  deceived  by  their  luftre,  that  feve- 
ral  had  *  well  nigh  thrown  up  their  fettlements 
to  carry  quantities  of  them  into  Spain,  thinking  to 
make  their  fortunes  by  tljem^  And,  in  fai^,  as 
foon  as  the  news  of  this  difcovery  reached  that 
kingdom,  it  was  giv^n  out,  that  Paraguay  was  full 
ofamethyfts,  carbuncles,  and.emeralds.  But  none 
were  deceived,  except  fuch  as  made  moft  hafte  to 
be  firft  at  market. 

The  gucmbe,  which  I  mentioned,  is  an  oblong 
fruit,  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  a  palm  in  breadth. 
It  is  full  of  little  yellov«rifh-  grains,  which  tafte  very 
fwtec  when  only  fucked,  but,  when  broke  between 
t^  teeth,  throw  out  a  juice,  whofe  bitternefs 
is  not  to  be  fupported.  It  appears  that  the  plant 
bearing  this  fruit  is  a  kind  of  bean,  which  fattens 
upon  trees,  and  grows  to  a  great  height-  The 
grains  of  this  firuit  when  they  happen  to  fall  upon 
the  birk  of  a  rotten  tree,  immediately  ftioot 
Out  into  threads,  which,  falling  to  the  ground, 
immediaftely  take  root  there,  and  produce  pl^ts  of 
the  feme  fpecies.  * 

I  SAID 
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I  s  A I D  that  the  dates  of  this  country  are  bitter  ^ 
notwithftanding  which,  fome  authors  pretend,  that 
they  make  wine  of  them,  and  a  very  nourifhing 
kind  of  broth.  The  palm-trees,  which  bear  them^ 
and  are  to  be  found  at  every  ftep,  are  a  great  re- 
fource  to  diftreffed  travellers,  as  die  pith  of  them 
is  both  palatable  and  nourilhing. 

The  wild  bears  of  Guayra,  as  well  as  of  fome 
other  parts  of  Paraguay,  have  their  navels  on  their 
backs  5  but,  perhaps,  it  has  not  been  obferved  any 
where  elfe,  this  part  muft  be  cut  off  the  mo- 
ment the  beaft  is  dead,  as,  otherwife,  it  would  foon 
infeft  the  whole  carcafe.  It  is  not  lefe  furprizing, 
that,  though  the  honey  of  this  province  is  excellent, 
no  means  have  been  hitherto  found  to  bleach  the 
wax  found  along  with  it. 

Such  was  the  country,  where  Father  Filds  and 
Father  de  Ort^a  undertook  to  preach  Jefus 
Chrift.  They,  firft,  repaired  to  Ciudad  Keal, 
where  they  learned,  on  their  arrival,  that  not  a 
fingle  prieft  had  been  feen  there  for  feveral  years 
paft ;  and,  accordingly,  they  met  with  many  inha- 
bitants, who  had  fcarce  any  thing  chriftian  about 
them  but  the  name.  After  employing  a  whole 
month  in  catechifing,  preaching,  and  hearing 
confeffions,  in  order  to  prepare  them  to  partake 
worthily  of  the  holy  myfteries,  they  fet  out  for 
Villarica,  where  the  inhabitants  laboured  under 
the  fame  fpiritual  diftrels  ;  and  they  had  the  com- 
fort oi  adminiftrii^  equal  relief  to  them.  This 
done,  they  vifited  the  Indian  towns,  and  villages, 
which  were,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  the  ob- 
jedt  of  their  miflion,  and  followed  the  wandering 
Guaranis  through  their  forefts,  and  over  their 
mountains.  Having  fpent  feveral  months  in  thefe 
excurfions,  they  returned,  by  their  fuperior  Father 
Salonio's  orders,  to  the  Aflumption,  with  the  glad 
tidings,  that  they  had  left  behind  them  two  hun- 
dred 
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dred  thoufand  Indians,  quite  ripe  for  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift. 

^  The  plague  now  raged  to  a  great  degree 

^^  ^'  in  riiis  capital,  and  had  even  gained  the  ad- 
joining fettlements.  But,  though  it  carried  off 
numbers,  three  Jefiiits  exerted  thenifelves  fo  much, 
that  none  died  without  confeflion ;  and,  during  the 
nine  months  it  lafted,  nine  thoufand  moribond  In- 
dians received  baptifm.  In  the  mean  time.  Father 
de  Ort^a  having  received  notice,  that,  thirty 
leagues  beyond  Villarica,  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  wandermg  Giiaranisf,  who  had  been  formerly 
baptized,  but  who  did  not  even  know  what  bap- 
tifm was,  and,  befides,  greatly  molefted  the  Spa- 
niards, he  fet  out  in  queft  of  them ;  and,  having 
at  laft  met  them,  made  them  fenfi  ble  of  the  obliga- 
tions they  had  contradted  in  receiving  that  facra- 
raent.  He  then  repaired  to  Villarica,  whofe  com- 
mandant, being  deurous  to  gain  over  a  great  In- 
dian town  .in  the  neighbourhood,  concluded  with 
great  reafon,  tiaat  the  beft  way  to  do  it  was  to 
make  chriftians  of  its  inhabitants.  He  found  no 
difficulty  in  prevailing  on  the  miflionary  to  join  him 
in  an  expedition  for  that  purpofe.  Father  de  Or- 
tega inftrudted  and  baptized  four  hundred  of  the 
inhabitants  in  a  very  fhort  time ;  but,  at  laft, 
when  he  leaft  fufpe^Sted  it,  providentially  difcovered 
a  confpiracy  formed  againft  his  own  and  the  gover- 
nor's life,  which  obliged  them  to  retire  with  fome 
precipitation.  The  Indians  who  waited  on  the  go- 
vernor, haying  remained  behind,  paid  for  their 
matter's  efcape,  and  were  all  murdered. 

Father  de  Ortega,  at  his  return  to  Villarica, 
found  there  Father  Filds,  who  was  come  to  bring 
him  bads:  to  the  AflTumption  by  Father  Salonio's 
orders ;  but  the  Spaniards  and  the  Neophytes 
would  not  confent  to  part  with  them ;  and,  cmi  thqir 
Superior,  to  whom  a  courier  was  immediately  dif* 

Vol.  I.  CL  patched 
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patched  for  that  purpofe,  confenting  to  their  ftay, 
they  immediately  built  a  houfe  and  a  chapel  for 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  a  revok,  which  broke 
out  among  the  Calchaquis,  contributed  greatly  to 
make  the  inhabitants  of  Tucuman  confider  the 
new  miflionaries  as  men  equally  ufeful  to  fecure 
the  repofe  of  the  Spaniards  in  thefe  provinces,  and 
eftabhfh  the  chriftian  religion  among  the  natives- 
There  are  in  this  continent  two  nations  known  by 
the  name  of  Calchaquis,  who,  though  they  now 
live  at  a  confiderable  diftance  afunder,  originally 
formed  but  one,  which,  for  a  long  time,  was  en- 
tirely confined  to  one  of  the  vallies  between  the 
mountains  of  Peru,  to  the  Weft  of  Salta,  which 
to  this  day  retains  the  name  of  the  valley  of  Col- 
chaqui,  Thefe  barbarians,  had,. for  feveral  years, 
proved  very  troublefome  neighbours  to  the  Spa- 
niards, till,  at  length,  Don  Alphonfo  Mercado 
and  Villacorta,  being  for  the  fecond  time  governor 
of  Tucuman,  defeated  them  in  1565,  when  part 
of  them  fled  towards  Buenos  Ayres,  where  their 
pofterity  ftill  remains.  The  reft  were  tranf- 
ported  to  the  frontiers  of  Chaco,  and  given  in 
command. 

g  _  But  the  laft,  unable  to  bear  any  lon- 

^  ger  the  drudgery  of  the  perfonal  fervice 

required  from  them,  mutinied,  and  took  refuge  in 
tlvs  iiKnjntains,  from  whence  they  made  frequent 
^xcurfioni?  into  the  Spanilh  fetdements.  Don  Juan 
Ramirez  de  Velafco,  fucceflbr  to  Don  Alphionio, 
undertook  to  force  them  in  their  ftrong  holds ;  or, 
at  leaft,  oblige  them  to  remain  quiet ;  and  in- 
vited Father  Barfena  to  accompany  him  in  the 
expedition.  The  miflioriary  confented  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  fome  opportunity  ^f  pleaching 
Jefus  Chnft  to  them  ;    nor  was  he  entirely  dif- 

appointed. 

The 
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The  governor,  being  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  country,  in  a  ftiort  time  found  hirnfelf  engaged 
in  fome  defiles,  where  the  enemy  had  the  pre-^ 
caution  to  place  a  ftrong  party ;  and  was  in  the 
utmoft  danger  of  being  cut  off  with  all  his  troops, 
when  Father  Barfena  undertook  to  extricate  him. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  fet  out,  alone,  for  the  place 
where  the  Calchaquis  were  pofted;  and  having 
happily  reached  them  at  the  top  of  a  high  moun- 
tain, notwithftanding  all  their  endeavours  to  inter- 
cept him,  he  furprifed  them  fb  much  by  his  bold- 
nefs,  that  they  gazed  on  him  like  fo  many  ftatues. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  addreffed  them  with  fo  much 
mildnefs,  and  in  fo  engaging  a  manner,  that  he 
foon  prevailed  upon  them  not  to  moleft  the  Spa- 
niards any  longer ;  promifing,  on  his  fide,  that,  as 
long  as  they  remained  quiet,  the  Spaniards  fhould 
iiever  attempt  to  give  them  the  leaft  difturb^nce. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  fuccefe,  he  remained 
with  them  fometime  longer  for  the  nobler  purpofe 
of  fcattering  the  feed  of  the  gofpel  amongft  them  5 
after  which  he  fet  out  for  the  country  of  the  In- 
dians called  LuUes,  among  whom  he  expedted  to 
find  the  fpiritual  harveft  in  great  forwardnefe,  as 
fome  of  them  had  been  civilized  and  baptifed  by 
Saint  Francis  Solano,  though,  on  being  cruelly 
treated  by  the  Spaniards  to  whom  they  had  been 
given  in  command,  they  difperfed  again.  It  is  pro^ 
bable,  the  Calchaquis  fet  out  for  their  valley  (bon 
after  his  departure ;  at  leaft,  we  ftiall  find  them 
there  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

Of  all  the  barbarians  of  the  new  world,  thefe 
LuUes  were,  perhaps,  the  moft  barbarous,  Cnce  the 
women  amongft  them,  though  ever  willing  to  give 
their  breaft  to  puppies  that  happen  to  have  loft 
their  dam,  cannot  be  prevailed  to  give  them  the  one 
to  the  offspring  of  another,  fb  that  it  is  a  common 
thing  amongft  them,  when  a  woman  happens  to 

Q^z  die 


zi2  THE    HISTORY 

die  with  a  child  at  her  breaft,  to  bury  it  along  with 
her,  for  want  of  fome  other  woman  to  give  it  fuck. 
To  this  want  of  the  fedbgs  moft  common  to  man 
and  beaft,  they  added  the  greateft  averfion  for  any 
kind  of  reftraint ;  for,  though  they  had  their  ca- 
ciques like  other  nations,  they  allowed  them  no  au- 
thority but  in  time  of  war,  when  it  was  impoflible 
to  do  without  them.  At  other  times,  every  man 
was  his  own  mafter ;  even  the  fathers  of  families 
had  no  more  power  than  any  other  perfon  betong- 
ing  to  it.  Their  marriages  were  no  way  binding ; 
the  leaft  whim  was  fufficient  to  part  hufband  and 
wife,  and  the  children  paid  no  obedience  to  either. 
Proftitution,  moreover,  and  artificial  abortions  were 
confidered  as  indifferent  adtions  -,  a  girl's  title  to  a 
hufband  never  fuffered  by  her  deftroying  the  un- 
happy fruit  of  her  diforders;  and,  accordingly,  an 
univerfal  diffolutenefs  of  manners  prevailed,  even 
among  the  youngeft  members  of  this  ftrange  nation. 
People  of  this  charafter  are  not  made  to  live  in  fb- 
cicty ;  and,  accordingly,  every  family  lived  apart, 
never  uniting,  but  to  celebrate  fome  feftivals,  which 
they  did  with  rites  which  modefty  forbids  us  to 
mention ;  and  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  the  only 
thing  they  are  jeafous  of ;  fo  that  they  never  attack 
any  one  on  any  other  account. 

The  country  inhabited  by  the  Lulles  is  fo  dry, 
that  for  feveral  months  together  they  have  no  wa- 
ter,'but  what  they  receive  diretflly  from  the  clouds ; 
or  find  in  water  melons,  whofe  feeds  they  fow  in 
great  plenty  ;  and  in  a  certain  root  they  call  Thcof^ 
which  fupplies  them  with  large  quantities  of  that 
ufeftil  clement.  The  flefh  of  this  root  is  white, 
and  has  a  very  agreeable  tafte ;  at  leaft,  they 
think  fo. 

^ucH  was  the  nation,  which  Father  Barfena  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  being  able  to  gain  over  to  the 
golpel,  on  hiB  hearing  that  there  were  already 

fome 
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fome  chriftions  amon^^  liem ;  and  he,  accordingly* 
entered  their  count:/  with  that  zeal,  which  had 
been  fo  fuccefsfulci; long  others,  when  Father  Juan 
Fonte^  a  new  fuperior  la  ly  arrived  from  Peru  with  ' 
Father  Baptiile  Agnal  recalled  him  to  Tucuman, 
on  the  report  of  his  i-  Uth  and  his  ftrength  being 
greatly  impabred,  and  the  Lulles  havings  befides, 
confpi-red  to  take  away  his  life.  He  was,  after- 
wards, ordered  to  halt  at  St  Michael,  wliich  lay 
in  his  way,  while  the  fuperior  himfelf,  with  Father 
Angulo  his  predeceflbr,  took  up  his  poft  near  the 
Red  River  in  the  diftrid  g(  the  Conception. 

It  was  the  adehntade  Don  Alphonfb  de  Vera, 
who  had  formed  the  projed  of  this  million,  with 
a  view  of  collecting,  m  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city,  as  many  of  the  natives  of  Chaco,  as  he  pof- 
iibly  could,  in  order  to  form  thcni  into  towns,  and 
by  that  means  facilitate  their  total  converfion. 
Nothing  could  be  better  contrived  than  this  pkn  ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  purfued,  half  the  inhabitants  of 
Chaco  would  have  been  chriftians  thefe  feveral  years 
paft.  But  the  great  fcarcity  of  miffionaries,  and, 
ftill  more,  the  fcandalous  lives  of  the  ancient  chri* 
ftians,  their  avarice  and  their  cruelty,  made  it  mif- 
carry,  in  fpitc  of  all  the  Adelantade  could  do  to 
make  it  fuccecd;  The  Indians  neareft  to  the  Con- 
ception were  a  roving  nation,  c^cdFrontones  by  the 
Spanrards,  from  a  cuftom  they  have  of  plucking 
up,  by  the  rootSj^  all  the  hair  on  the  fore  part  of 
their  heads,.  &  as  to  make  their  foreheads  appear 
higher  by  one^half  than  they  really  are. 

Op  the'  feveral  tribes  compofing  this  nation,  the 
leaft  barbarous: were'thc  Maiaras  or  Maiaranes ;  and 
it  was  by  them^  chiefly,  the  adelantade  intended  to 
begjn  his  lauxiable  fcheme.of  fecuring  the  friend- 
fliip  of  all  the  Indians  fubjed  to  his  government, 
by  the  bonds  of  religion,  in  as  much  as  feverai  o£ 
them  bad  been  already  baptized,  probably  by  St. 

Q^3  Francis 
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Francis  Sdano,  or  fome  of  the  companions  of  his 
apoftlefhip ;  though  there  fcarce  remained  among 
them  the  lead  traces  of  the  chriftian  religion. 

Don  Alphonfo  de  Vera  gave  the  mifliona* 
^59^'    Y\es  a  very  kind  reception ;  but,  as  he  was  in 
hafte  to  have  all  the  Mataranes  chi  iftians,  he  could 
not  be  fatisfied  with  their  prefence ;  and,  therefore, 
entreated  father  Fonte  to  fend  for  the  Fathers  Ag- 
nafco  and  Barfena.    It  is  incredible,  what  a  number 
of  fouls  thefe  four  labourers  gained  over  to  Jefus ' 
Chrift  in  lefs  than  twelve  months,  though  a  great 
part  of  it  was  neceflarily  fpent  in  learning  their  Ian* 
miase.    This  fuccefe  determined  them  to  penetrate 
further  into  this  barbarous  country.     But,  on  the 
reprefentations  of  the  Spaniards,  that  the  people 
they  intended  to  go  in  queft  of'  were  no  way  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  them,  it  was  refolved  that  Father 
Fonte  and  Father  Angulo  fhould  ftay  behind.   Don 
Alphonfo  ordered  a  party  of  foldiers,  commaiided 
by  his  brother  Don  Francis  de  Vera,  to  efcort  the 
other  two,  in  fpite  of  all  they  could  fay  to  prevent 
it  ;    for    they  apprehended  that  this  precaution 
would  fpoil  all  their  meafores ;    and  it  happened 
accordingly.     The  Mogofnas^  the  moft  unfettled 
and  diffolute  nation  among  the  Frantones,  artfully 
furprized  this  detachment;   and  murdered  every 
foul  of  them,  their  commander  not  excepted ;  upon 
which,  the  adelantade  being  refolved  to  revenge  his 
brother's  death,  a  war  enfued,  which  deprived  the 
miffiqnariesof  all  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  their  under- 
taking, and  made  therti  fet  out  in  fearch  of  fome 
opportunity  to  exercife  their  fundtions  to  advantage. 
Accordingly,  after  making  fome  excurfions  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Conception  without  finding 
any  nation  difpofed  to  liften  to  them,  they  eroded 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  marched  along  the  ban^s 
of  it  to  Saint  John  de  Corrientes^  a  little  town  lately 
•  '  founded 
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Founded  juft  above  the  confluence  of  the  Paraguay 
end  the  Parana,  where  the  Spaniards  and  fome  Indi- 
ans in  the  neighbourhood  had  invited  them,  and 
amply  rewarded  their  trouble  in  coming,  by  ma- 
king the  proper  ufe  of  their  flay  amongft  them. 

^  In  the  mean  time,  the  provincial  of  the 
^593'  jefuits  of  Peru  recalled  Father  Fonte ;  and 
fent  Father  Romero  to  fucceed  him  as  fuperior  in 
Paraguay  ;  and,  along  with  him,  the  Fathers  Gafpar 
de  Monroy,  Juan  Viana,  and  Marcello  Lorencana. 
The  firft  thing  Father  Romero  did  on  his  arrival  in 
Tucuman,  was  to  give  up  a  piece  of  ground,  that 
had  been  made  a  prefent  of  to  his  predeceflbr  near 
Salta,  for  the  fubliftence  of  the  miffionaries  of  the 
company  who  had  no  other  funds  to  depend  upon. 
His  reafons  for  taking  this  ftep  were ;  firft,  that 
his  religious  were  too  few  to  fettle  in  any  place, 
and  make  any  thing  of  fuch  an  acquifition ;  and, 
fccondly,  this  piece  of  ground  could  hot  be  turned 
to  any  account,  but  by  procuring  Indians  to  culti- 
vate it  ;  and  he  did  not  chufe  to  authorize,  by  his 
example,  the  crying  abufe  of  perfonal  fervices. 
He  then  thought  proper  to  diftrrbutehis  miffiona- 
ries among  thofe  places,  where  he  imagined  their 
labours  might  be  attended  with  moft  fuccefe.  He 
ordered  the  Fathers  de  Ortega  and  Filds  to  remain 
among  the  Guaranis ;  fent  the  Fathers  Angulo  and 
Viana  to  Santiago ;  and  named  the  Fathers  Agna- 
fco  and  de  Monroy  for  an  expedition  among  the 
Om^uacaSy  a  nation  eftabliflied  on  the  frontiers  of 
Tucuman  and  Peru.  As  to  hirafejif,  he  fixed  upon 
no  particular  place,  in  order  to  be  always  flie  rea- 
dier to  run  wherever  his  afliftance  might  be  moft 
wanting. 

The  Otnaguacas  were  a  very  fierce  and  favage 
poDple,  who,  after  receiving  the  go{pel,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  had  renounced  Jefus 
Chrift;  thrown  off  the  Spanilh  yoke;  murdered  their 

0^4  •  miifionsriesi 
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miffionaries ;  maflacred  all  the  Spaniards,  they  could 
lay  their  hands  on ;  twice  deftroyedthe  town  of  Ju- 
juy ;  and,  for  thirty  years  paft,  were  perpetually  ma- 
king irruptions  into  this,  part  of  Tucuman,  which,  in 
conlequence  of  their  depredations^  was  become  a 
niere  defart,  To  oppofe  a  dyke  to  this  torrent,  the 
governor  of  the  province  refolved  to  begin  by  re- 
building the  town  of  Jujuy,  and  putting  it,  to  the 
bcft  of  his  power,  in  a  refpedabie  condition.  Don 
Francifco  de  Arganerez^whom  he  had  charged  with 
this  commillion,  after  fufficiently  juftifying  the 
cboigfe  that  had  been  made  of  him,  took  the  field  i 
rendered  the  Spaniards,  in  their  turn,  formidable  to 
the  Omaguacas;  dilpofed  the  Indians  to  receive 
miflionarics ;  and  reftored  tranquility  to  the  pro- 
vince, not  only  on  this  fide,  but  on  that  of  Chaco. 

It  \ras  twa  years,  however,  before  he  could 
truil  to  their  mercy  the.  iniffionaries  commiflioned 
to  bring:  back  thefie  Indians  to  the  worihipof  the 
true  God ;  but  they  had  enough  to  do  efiewhere, 
during  this  interval.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Fa- 
thers Barfena  and  Lorencana  no  fboner  arrived  at 
die  AffumptioB^  than  they  embagrked  on  the  Para- 
guay,^, in  order  to  remount  that  river,  and  eftablifti 
a  miffion  as  far  to  the  north  as  it  was  poflible.  They 
Ipent.  four  months  in  this  voyage ;  and  had  fo  much 
reaifoh  to  be  fatlsfied  with  the  docility  of  the  Indi- 
ans they  vifited,  that,  though,  by  the  time  they  got 
back  to  the  Affumption,  they  were  quite  exhaufted 
with  ficknefs  and.  fatigue,  they  would  have  fet  giA 
immediately^  to  finifli  what  they  had  fo  happily  be- 
gun, if  Father  Romero,-  who  was  aiready  arrived 
there,  had  not  detained  them. 

Father  Romero's  errand  to  the  Aflumptbn 
was  to  examine,  in  perfon,  what  fervices  could  be 
done  to.  religion  in  the  province  &f  Rio^de  la  Plata  i 
and.  he  intended  to  malce  but  a  very  fhort  ftay  in  it. 
Biithejfoba  found  mtDre  work  on  his  hsuids  than 

.         •  '  he 
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he,  at  firft,  expefted.  This,  however,  he  had  no 
reafon  to  repent.  All  his  enterprizes  for  the  fal- 
vaddn  of  fouls  were  crowned  with  fuccefs.  But, 
that,  which  moft  endeared  him  to  the  inhabitants., 
was  his  reconciling  the  fecular  clergy  of  the  dio- 
cefe,  -with  the  vicar  general  who  governed  it 
while  the  fee  was  vacant,  at  a  time  that  the  mif- 
underftanding  between  them  was  on  the  point  of 
breaking  out  into  a  fcandalous  rupture.  He,  after- 
wards, made  fome  excurfions  into  the  towns  of  the 
Guaraiiis,  that  lay  neareft  to  the  city ;  and  acquired 
the  affedioja  of  the  Indians  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that,  at  his  return  to  the  Aifumption,  the  inhabi- 
tants vied  with  each  other,  who  (hould  give  him 
the  firft  and  greateft  marks  of  the  bighelt  efteem 
and  the  fincereft  confidence.  The  nobility,  more- 
over, and  the  magiftrates,  taking  it  into  their  feri- 
ous  confideration,  what  they  might  reafonably  d& 
;ft  from  fix  or  feven  religious,  who,  though  they 
td  fcarce  time  to  fhew  themfelves  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces, had  fo  intirely  changed  the  face  of  them 
in  regard  to  religion  and  good  manners,  thought, 
that,  in  order  never  to  want  fuch  valuable  labour- 
ers, they  could  not  do  better  than  gfve  them  a  folki 
elfcabliftiment  in  the  capital. 

After  deliberating,  therefore,  on  this  affair, 
without  their  knowledge,  they  took  ^  refolution  to 
write  to  the  fcing^  the  general  of  the  company 
and  the  provincial  of  Peru,  to  obtain  their  corifent 
fbrereding  a  college  of  Jefuits  at  the  Aflumptiott, 
anid  a  fiifficient  numbed  of  religteiis  to  fill  all  the 
chirges  of  one.  Thfey  even  went  further.  Foi", 
as  they -made  no  doubt  of  receiving  a  favourabfe 
airfwer  to  their  letters,  they  immediately  bought, 
with  the  public  money,  a  fpot  6f  ground  for  H 
houfe  and  a  church  ib  ftand  upon;  and  father 
Romero,  in  fpite  of  his  relu<5tance  to  accept  of  an 
jejft^li(fiiment,  as  he  judged  it  rather  premature, 

was 
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was  obliged  to  comply,  till  the  further  pleafore  of 
his  catholic  majefty,  and  of  his  general,  ftiould  be 
known.  The  work,  therefore,  was  immediately 
fet  about.  The  inhabitants,  the  women  of  the  beft 
families  not  excepted,  would  put  a  hand  to  it ;  and 
they  fpared  no  expence,  though  the  fuperior  did  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  moderate  their  zeal.  The 
only  anfwer  he  could  obtain  to  all  his  reprefen- 
tations  was,  that  what  they  did,  they  did  it  for  Jefus 
Chrift ;  and,  of  courfe,  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of  do- 
ing too  much.  At  length,  the  houfe  was  finiftied 
in  1595 ;  and,  though  the  church  ftrll  wanted  fbme- 
thing,  the  biefled  facrament  was  placed  there  in  a 
decent  and  becoming  manner. 

This  great  liking  to  the  Jefuits  was 
i594"5-  chiefly  owing  to  the  facility,  with  which 
they  were  known  to  handle  the  minds  of  the  moft 
untraftable  of  thofe  Indians  who  furrounded  the 
Spaniards;    and  againft  whom  all  force,  and  all 
fair  means  tried  by  any  other  mediators,  had  been 
hitherto  found  a  very  weak  defence.     The  Indians, 
on  the  other  hand,  flattered  themfelves,  that  the 
Spaniards  might  be  prevailed  upon  by  men,  for 
whom  they  exprefled  fo  much  efteem,    to  treat 
them  better  than  they  had  hitherto  done.     This, 
their  own  intereft  fliould  have  engaged  the  Spa- 
niards to  do ;  for  paft:  experience  had  fufficiently 
proved,  that  the  only  way  to  eftablifti  themfelves 
folidly  among  fo  many  nations,  jealous  of  their 
liberty,  was  to  fetter  their  condition.     But  fuch 
was  their  infatuation,  that  in  a  Ihort  time,  they  be- 
gan to  think  yi  of  thofe  very  men,  whom  they  had 
fo  lately  been  crying  up  to  the  fkies,  as  patterns  of 
every  virtue;   and  that  merely  for  pleading  thei 
caufe  of  thofe  Indians,  without  whofe  friendfliip, 
as  will  afterwards  appear,  it  was  impoflible  for  the 
Spaniards  to  live  in  the  country. 

Father 
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Father  Monroy,  with  a  lay  brother  Jeiuit, 
called  Juan  de  Toledo,  had,  at  length,  reached  the 
Omaguacas,  and  found  fo  little  difficulty  in  gain- 
ing their  attention,  that  five  towns  foon  applied 
for  inftrudlion,  and  were  (peedily  followed  by  fo 
many  others,  that  nothing  now  remained,  in  order  • 
to  eftablifh  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  among  the 
Omaguacas,  but  to  reduce  one  of  their  Caciques, 
called  Piltipicon,  who,  having  been  baptized  in  his 
infancy,  had  renounced  the  gofpel,  and  rendered 
the  Spaniards  all  the  evil  he  pretended  to  have  re- 
ceivedffrom  them ;  maflacring  their  priefts  j  burn- 
ing their  churches;  and  ravaging  their  fettle^ 
ments.  Father  Monroy,  therefore,  armed  with 
all  that  confidence  which  Jefus  Chrift  has  much 
recommended  to  the  preachers  of  his  gofpel,  re- 
folved  to  reduce,  if  poflible,  this  terrible  Cacique ; 
and  fet  out,  alone,  to  confer  with  him.  As  foon  as 
he  came  into  the  chief's  prefence,  he  told  him,  that 
the  good  wifhes  he  entertained  for  his  real  happi- 
nefs  had  made  him  defpife  the  terrors  of  an  almoft 
certain  death,  in  order  to  engage  him  to  think  feri- 
oufly  of  his  welfare.  "  But,  then,  added  he,  you 
cannot  expeft  much  honour  by  taking  away  the  life 
of  a  naked  man.  If,  contrary  to  my  expe<5tation, 
you  will  jponfent  to  liften  to  me,  all  the  advantage 
of  our  converfation  will  be  yours ;  where^,  if  I  die 
by  your  hands,  J^p  immortal  crown  in  heaven  will 
be  my  reward.*' 

•  Piltipicon  was  fo  amazed,  or  rather  foften- 
ed  by  the  miffionary*s  boldnefs,  that  he  prefent- 
ed  him  with  a  kind  of  beer,  which  the  Oma- 
guaca  women  make  with  Maiz  well  ground  be- 
tween their  teeth;  and,  however  naufeous  this 
liquor  appeared  to  the  miffionary,  he  drank  fome  of 
it.  He  then  alked  Piltipicon's  leave  to  penetrate 
further  into  the  country  to  preach  Jefus  Chrifti 
ijrith  fome  provifions  for  his  journey.    Piltipicon 

civilly 


220  THEHISTORY 

civilly  granted  every  thing  he  aiked ;  and  the  mif- 
fionary  found  every  where  the  fame  docility  he  had 
hitherto  experienced,  and  made  the  fame  fuc- 
cefsfol  ufe  of  it.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Pilr 
tipic^on ;  and  mans^ed  him  fo  dexteroufly,  that  he 
prevailed  upon  him  to  make  peace  with  the  Spa- 
niards on  conditions,  which  he  firft  fettled,  and 
the  governor  of  Tucuman  afterwards  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

^ .  The  news  of  this  treaty  filled  the  pro- 
^^^  *  vince  with  joy,  and  procured  father  Mon- 
roy,  from  every  quarter,  praifes  and  thanks,  to 
which,  however,  he  was  altogether  infenfible,  as, 
while  the  Cacique  refufed  to  return  under  the  yoke 
of  the  gofpel,  he  could  entertain  no  reafonabk 
hopes  of^being  able  to  convert  all  his  nation.  It 
was  not  long,  before  a  report  prevailed,  that  Pilti- 
picon  thought  nothing  of  the  peace  to  which  he  had 
fworn,  and  had  even  conlpired  with  another  apof- 
tate  Cacique,  to  ruin,  a  third  tinie,  the  town  of 
Jujuy ;  and,  though  this  report  had  no  foundation, 
^  the  governor  of  Jujuy  thou^t  proper  to  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  Caciques  to  hurt  him ;  and  hav- 
ing then  found  means  to  draw  them  info  the  pkce, 
fecured  their  perfons. 

This  was  enough  to  render  the  Omaguacas  ir- 
reconcileaUe ;  but  father  Agnafco,  who  very  for- 
tunately happened  to  be  then  at  Jujuy,  and  father 
Monroy,  who  haftened  back  to  it,  on  the  firfl 
notice  he  received  of  the  governor's  bebsiviour, 
repaired  all  the  mifchief  that  had  been  done. 
The  two  priforiers  were  fet  at  liberty ;  kindly  ufed 
by  the  inhabitante;  and,  after  fome  friendly  confer- 
ences with  the  governor,  terminated,  all  differ* 
ences  by  a  fincere  return  to  the  gofpel.  The  whefe 
nati(Mi  focMi  followed  their  example.  Soon  afte^r,  the 
miffionaries,  thinkmg  it  abfolutely  requifite  t6  re* 
move  tbem  from  that  part  of  the  country  Aey 

now 
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tiow  occupied,  as  it  could  not  be  reafonably  ex- 
pefted  they  ftiould  long  remain  there  Without  their 
neighbours  attempting  to  feduce  them ;  the  new 
chriftians  confented  to  this  tranfmigration  with 
more  rcadinefe  than  could  at  firft  be  well  expedled 
from  them ;  and  followed  their  fpiritual  fathers  to 
a  (jpot  nearer  Tucuman,  where  a  zealous  fecular 
prieft,  who  under  flood  their  language  perfeftly 
well,  was  appointed  to  govern  them. 

This  event  was  foon  followed  by  the  deaths  of 
father  Barfena,  in  Peru ;  and  father  Safonio,  at  the 
Aflumptbn ;  the  lofe  of  whom  was  immediately  felt, 
though  their  places  were  fbon  filled  up  by  others ; 
the  call  for  evangelical  labourers  encreafing  in 
thefe  provinces,  in  a  much  greater  proportion, 
than  it  was  poflible  to  fupply^  it.  That  of  Guayra, 
efpecially,  was  become,  from  day  to  day,  more 
difpofed  to  receive  the  gofpel,  through  the 
indefatigable  zeal  of  Father  Filds  and  Father  de 
Ort^a,  who,  for  eight  years  paft,  could  almoft 
number  their  days  by  the  flocks  of  infidels  they 
brought  home  to  the  fold  of  the  fovereign  pallor 
of  fouls.  It  is  true,  this  fuccefe  coft  them  fuch 
labour  and  fatigue,  as  one  would  be  apt  to  ima- 
gine, far  exceeded  the  ftrength  of  the  human  frame. 
The  journeys,  alone,  which  ^hey  were  often  ob- 
liged to  undertake  in  queft  of  the  infidels,  were 
fiifficient  to  damp  any  zeal  lefs  than  that  which 
animated  them.  Of  this  truth  the  following  is  a 
ftriking  'inflance. 

As  Father  de  Ortega  was  once  croffing,  in  com- 
pany with  his  qatechift,  and  fome  Neophytes  and 
Catechumens,  a  plain  between  two  rivers,  of  which 
one  falls  into  the  Paraguay,  and  the  other  into  the 
Parana,  both  Suddenly  fwellcd  to  fuch  a  d^ree, 
that  all  the  lands  between  them  became,  almoK  in- 
ftantaneoufly,  one  vail  fea.     Nothing,  they  fay,  is 

more 
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more  common  in  this  country,  than  fuch  fuddeil 
inundations;  which  are,  moreover,  too  irregular 
to  admit  of  any  precaution  .being  taken  againft 
them.  The  miffionary,  therefore,  was  not  much 
furprized  at  the  prefent ;  and  thought  he  might  ef- 
cape,  by  travelling,  for  fome  time,  up  to  his  waift 
in  water,  as  he  had  often  before  been  obliged  to 
do ;  but  he  foon  loft  ground  ;  and  was  forced,  in 
order  to  fave  his  life,  to  climb  up  a  tree:  The  In- 
dians, who  accompanied  him,  did  the  fame ;  but, 
as  they  had  not  precaution  enough  to  chufe  the 
higheft  trees,  the  water  foon  reached  them.  The 
Father,  more  fortunate  or  provident,  was  fafe 
enough  upon  his,  with  his  catechift,  when  the  cries 
of  his  children,  who  were  endeavouring  to  faften 
upon  the  higheft  branches,  and  were  exhaufted 
with  fatigue,  pierced  him  to  the  heart. 

The  waters  ft  ill  continued  to  fwell ;  and,  as  the 
travellers  had  no  provifions  about  them,  they  were 
in  the  moft  evident  danger,  either  of  perifliing 
with  hunger,  or  dropping,  through  faintnefs,  into 
the  water,  and  being  drowned.  While  the  miffion- 
ary was  making^thefe  melancholy  refledlions,  there 
came  on  a  fliower  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, and  a  very  impetuous  wind,  which  contributed 
greatly  to  increafe  the  horrors  of  their  dreadful  fitu- 
ation.  Befides,  the  furface  of  the  water  was  co- 
vered with  tigers,  lions,  and  feveral  other  ravenous 
beafts ;  and  even  ferpents  and  vipers,  which  the 
inundation  had  likewife  furprized.  At  length,  one 
pf  thefe  repdles,  of  an  enormous  fize,  fattened 
upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the  tree,  where  Fa-* 
ther  de  Ortega  was  perched ;  and  the  miffionary 
every  minute  expedted  to  be  devoured  by  thq 
monfter ;  when,  the  branch  it  was  on  happily 
breaking,  it  fell  back  into  the  water,  and  turned 
another  way. 

.  The  travellers  had  now  been  two  days  in  this 
dreadful  fituation,    the  ftorm  continuing  all  the 

time, 
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time,  and  the  waters  rather  rifing  than  falling; 
when,  about  midnight,  the  miffionary  perceived, 
by  means  of  the  flames  that  filled  the  heavens,  one 
of  his  Indians  fwinmiing  towards  him  by  the  fame 
light;  and  crying  out,  as  foon  as  he  was  near 
enough  to  be  heard,  that  three  Catechumens  and 
three  chriftians  were  on  the  point  of  expiring  ;  and 
mod  earneftly  requefted  his  affiftance.  Upon  this, 
Father  de  Ortega,  having  firft  tied  his  catechift  to 
the  tree,  the  poor  man  being  no  longer  in  a  con- 
dition to  fupport  himfelf,  and  then  confefled  him, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  water  to  follow  the  Indian 
who  came  to  call  him  ;•  and,  in  fpite  of  the  waves, 
and  the  branches  of  trees,  moil  of  them  covered 
^1  over  with  thorns,  one  of  which  ran  quite 
through  his  thigh,  he  reached  the  catechumens, 
whom  he  found  hanging  by  their  arms  to  the 
branches  ;  he  baptized  them  in  that  pofture  ;  and 
the  next  moment,  had  the  mortification  of  feeing 
them  fall  into  the  water,  where  it  was  impoffible 
to  fave  them  from  drowning.  He  then  haflened 
to  the  three  Neophytes,  two  of  whom  periftied  a 
few  moments  after. 

Having  thus  performed  his  office,  he  fet  out 
for  his  tree,  and  got  to  it  very  feafonably  for  his 
catechift,  who  had  how  the  water  up  to  his  neck. 
He  immediately  untied  the  poor  man,  and  helped 
him  as  well  as  he  conld  to  a  higher  branch.  That 
very  evening  the  waters  began  to  fubfide  ;  and,  as 
foon  as  the  Father  could  put  his  foot  on  the  ground, 
he  fet  out  to  vifit  his  fellow  travellers  that  he  had 
left  alive.  In  the  mean  time,  his  thigh,  where  the 
thorn  ftijl  remained,  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a  d^ee, 
that,  aft^r  he  had  taken  a  few  fteps,  the  Indians 
were  obi  ged  to  carry  him  to  Villarica  to  be  drefled ; 
but  he  gpt  there  too  late  to  expedt  a  perfeft  cure  j 
ib  that  alter  two  and  twenty  years  that  he  (urvivcd 
this  accident,  his  wound,  which  could  never  be 

per- 
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perfeftly  elded,  gave  him,  from  time  to  time,  the 
greateft  uneafinefs,  He  foon,  however,  refumed 
his  functions ;  and  was  called  back  with  Father 
Filds  to  the  Affumption,  where  Father  Lorencana, 
who  had  remained  alque^  there,  could  no  longer  an- 
fwer  all  the  calls  of  the  inhabitants.. 

Father  Romero, in  the  mean  time,  during  eigh- 
teen months  that  he  fpent  at  Santafe,  had  endear- 
ed himfelf  greatly  to  both  Spaniards  and  Indians  -, 
and  fo  much  to  the  former,  that  they  wrote  to  the 
provincial  of  the  Jefuits  in  Peru,  to  offer  him  a 
houfe  in  their  town.  But,  though  there  arrived,  the 
year  following,  a  new  reinfdrcement  of  miffionaries 
from  that  kingdom,  it  was  not  pofFible  to  fix  any  of 
them  there.  The  fuperior,  who  had  repaired  to 
Tucuman  to  receive  the  new  miffionaries,  undertook, 
in  company  with  Father  John  Dario,  an  Italian,  and 
brother  John  Rodriguez,  a  million  in  the  city  of 
Corduba.  Though  the  inhabitants,  at  firft.,  treated 
them  very  coolly,  on  account  of  fome  umbrage  they 
had  taken  at  them  ;  on  knowing  them  better,  they 
offered  them  a  houfe  and  a  chapel  very  conveni- 
ently fituated  ;  and,  fbon  after,  the  mj^ftratea, 
finding  that  the  chapel  was  too  finall  to  contain  the 
crowds  that  flocked  to  it,  ordered  the  plan  of  a 
church  to  be  traced  out,  and  immediately  put  men 
to  work  at  the  foundation.  The  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  had  been  inftrufted  by  the 
Fathers  de  Ortega  and  Barfena  being  informed  by 
Father  Romero  and  his  companions,  who  went  to 
pay  them  a  vifit,  that  a  church  was  now  building 
at  'Corbuba,  large  enough  'to  receive  them,  when 
there  fhould  be  no  miffionaries  to  fend  to  them,  vim- 
mediately  offered  to  tranfport  all  the  materials  ne^ 
ceflary  to  finifh  it ;  and  their  offer  being  accepted, 
it  was  foon  happily  finifhed. 

1600 
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^  Father  Romero  made  no  ftay  at  Cor- 

^^^^*   duba;  butfetout,  with  Father  Monroyj  t6 
carry  the  light  of  the  go^el  amon^  the  Dii^uit€S\ 
who  live  near  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Tucuman. 
Tliefe  Indians,  lefe  addifted  to  drtmkenncfe  than 
their  neighbours,  had  conceived  a  very  great  ef- 
teem  for  the  Jefuits,  of  \<rhom  they  had  heard^ 
among  other  things,  that  they  did  all  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  hinder  the  Indians  from  being  ill 
tifed;  and  this  happy  prevention  had  given  hopes 
to  a  Spanifli  gentleman,   called  John  de  Abreu,- 
whofe  father  had  bet^  governor  or  Tucuman,  that^ 
if  he  made  his  appearance  among  them,-  along 
with  the  Fathers  of  the  company,  he  would  find  it 
an  eafy  matter  to  civilize  them.     The  miflionaries, 
on  their  fide,  who  knew  but  little  of  the  language 
of  thefe  people,  or  the  road  to  their  country,  were 
overjoyed  to  find,  in  a  man  of  his  rank  both  a  guide, 
and  an  interpreter,  that-  could  not  fail  of  rehder- 
ing  their  miniftry  ftill  more  re{pe<flable.     And  it 
happened  accordingly.     They  were  almoft  every 
where  very  well  received,  and  very  attentively  HP 
tened  to,  till  the  king's  lieutenant  dt  Salta  inter- 
fered with  their  labours,  through  a  falfe  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  his  Spanifti  fellow-fubjefts. 

^  This  officer,  (who  had,  it  is  probal^le,- 

^  *  received  from  the  governor  of  the  province 
ia  general  order,  to  engage  all  the  new  chriftianij 
to  acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  for  their  fbve- 
reign)  having  heard  of  the  many  converfionsr 
wrought  among  the  Dia^ites,  imagined  he  fliould 
find  no  difficulty  in  making  them  confent  to  every 
thing  prefcribed  them  in  the  name,  and  for  the  fer- 
Vice,  of  his  majefty.  He,  therefore^  ordered  them, 
without  any  further  ceremony,  to  fend  a  certain 
number  of  labourers  to  Salta.  This  proceeding 
both  furprizdd  and  exafperated  theDiaguites  to 

Vol.  I.  R  •  fuch 
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fud}  a  dqffeCf  that  the  fathers,  after  ibme  parleys 
with  them  to  very  little  purpofey  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  retire  to  Corduba  till  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. 

g  The  next  year.  Father  Paez  having  ar- 

rived at  Salta,  with  a  conuniifion  from  the 
general  of  the  jeAiits  to  vifit  all  the  houfes  of  his 
order  in  this  part  of  the  world,  he  immediately  after 
his  arrival,  called  together  all  the  miilionaries  dif- 
perfed  over  the  province  of  Tucuman,  and  that  of 
kio  de  kt  Plata,  which  (till  comprehended  the  dif- 
tridt  iince  feparated  from  it  by  the  name  of  the 
province  of  Paraguay.  After  conferring  fepa- 
rately  with  every  one  of  them,  he  aifembled  them 
in  council,  in  order  to  fix,  m  concert  with  them, 
upon  fome  uniform  method  to  be  obferved  in  preach- 
ing the  gofpel  to  fo  many  different  and  diftant  na- 
tions ;  as  uniform  a  method,  at  leaft:,  as  the  fitua- 
tion  of  places,  and  other  circumflances  would 
admit. 

He  bqgan  by  telling  them,  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prove their  rambling  millions  from  one  extremity 
of  thofe  vaft  provinces  to  another,  as  little  fbref^ 
he  thought,  could  be  laid  on  rapid  converfions ; 
which,  beiides,  their  being  too  often  the  fruit  of 
^  fudden  emotion,  it  was  impoffible  to  perfe^,  in 
thefinall  fpace  of  time  allowed  for  them;  that 
of  this  there  was  a  very  flriking  inftance  in  the 
apoltlefhip  of  the  holy  Father  Francis  Solano,  flill 
living,  of  whofe  labours,  though  he  had  vifited 
^very  part  of  Tucuman,  and  a  great  part  of  Chaco^ 
and  converted  in  both  a  vafl  number  of  infidels, 
there  fcarce  remained  any  traces,  on  account  of  his 
paving  no  where  made  any  fix«i  fettlement.  He 
dien  obferved,  that  it  was  with  the  feed  of  the  gof' 

il,  as  with  that  committed  to  the  earth,  which,  after 

»ng  fown,  required  feveral  other  operations,  and 

th<? 
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the  moft  conftant  attention^  before  the  produce  of 
it  could  be  gathered  into  the  biam.  .'  '^    '/ 

Though  thofe>  to  whom. this  ctifcourfe  was  ad- 
dreired,  were,  in  the  maflii  of  the  fame  opinion 
with  Father  Paez,  they  could  not,  among  other 
things,  help  reprefenting  to  him,  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  go  wherever  the  birfidps,  or  thofe 
who  governed  the  vacant  diocefes,  required 
them ;  that,  befides,  pedbns  engaged .  ii^  this  way 
of  life  were  not  always  tMiitt^  of  themfehrcs,  but 
obliged  to  foUow^the'  fecret  if£|)uiie6  of  pi^vidence 
for  the  ^Iv^tioi  of  certain  predeftinated  fouls  •,  that 
their  courfes  were,  tnorewer,  auf horized  l^  the 
many  miracles  wrought  by  Father  Francis  Solano 
in  his  tranfitibns  from  place  to  plaCe  \  and  that,  after 
all,  the  miffions  they  had  made  were  very  far  from 
being  ufelefs,  fince  they  had  thereby  acqUif^diEi  fuf- 
ficient  knowledge  of  the  countr)^  and  of  the  vari- 
ous difpo&tions  rof .  the  feveral  nations^  to  wtioni 
they  were  to  prisach  the' gcfpd;  Eachj  after  this, 
propofed-  what  ha  thoi^t  was  bdt  •t<>  b6  done,  con- 
fideringthe  prefeat  fituatiof)  cf  affairs  in  the  vafE 
country,  whendthey  had  xinde^aken  to  eftabliih 
the  chriftiaa  religion  on  the  ruin^  of  idolatry; 

The  vifiter  then  drew  up  forfife  regulations  for 
the  condudt  of  his  brethren  in  thefe  provinces.  The 
firft  was,  to  leave  to  the  jefuits-  of  BVazil'kH  the 
country  to  the  eaft  of  the  Paraguay  and  Kio'de  la 
Plata,  as.  that  kingdom  lay  more  convenient,  and 
was  more  in  a  condition  than  Peru,  to  fiipply  it 
with  miiiionaries  ^  and  filch  tniiTibharies  woutd; 
befides,  come  there  mafters  of  thWl^gua^  moft 
current  among  the  inhabitant.  •  Tlus  projed  no 
fooncr  gpt  wiiidi:  than  ail  the  Spaniarcfe  of  Tiicu- 
noian  approved  ii^  and  molt  (5f  thei'^oWns  wrote  to 
the  graeral  of  the  cortiptoy  fof  jfefuitis,  with  offers 
tjibuildand^ni^wccffleg^'^r  therti. 
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.  But  k  was  quite-  ptherwife  at  rfie  AflTuiiiptrail^ 
which,  as  we  have  ieei>,  Hands  on  the  eaftem  bank« 
of  the  Paraguay,  The  departure  of  the  Jefuits^ 
eftabliihed  there,  iaordef  to  wait  on  the  viiiter  at 
Sak^,  was  very  variaufly  interpreted.  All  ima- 
gined) they  were  gom  never  to  return  again ;  and 
ioQie  Ihcwed,  by;  t-heir  .tears  and  their  complaints, 
how  fincerely  concerned  they  were  to  lofe  them, 
whUft  the  greateft  number  brds£  out  into  invec- 
tiv^^r  from  wbkh  the  behaviour  of  thefe  religious 
might,  one  would  icnagine^  have  been  fufficient  to 
exempt  them.  The  iatter  gave  out,  that  the 
memoers  of  this  new  inftitute  took  no  delight  in 
poor  coionies ;  and  .could  cxily  (ettte  in  countries 
that  were  rich  in  thetnfyves^  or '  lay  near  enough 
to  Peru,  to  be  enriched  by  it ;  that  if  their  zeal 
for  the  falyation  of  .fouls  was  ftncere,  they  would 
jiot  turn  their  baicjp  upon  ^a  country,  in  which  they 
might  exped  to  find  nKxre  opportunities,  than  in- 
any  oth^,  of  exfercifingit;toadvant^e,  and  in  which 
nothing  bad  been  omitted  to  give  them  proofs  of 
themoft  entire -confideoce ;  that,  after  all,  the  pro- 
miie,  with  which. tbf^amufed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Affumption  of  fencing  ihem  Portuguefe  Jefuits, 
was  but  a  mere  preiext,  being  highly  improbable, 
that  the  royal  cputicil  of  the  Indies  fhould  admit  into 
the  ftatesof  hi$  catholic  majefty,  miflionaries  that 
werei^othis;  natural  born  fubjefts ;  or  the  crown  of 
Lifbon  take.vipon  jtfetf  the  charge  of  fupplying  with 
miliipnaries  a  country,  which  did  not  belong  to  it. 
This  wai?»  a.€hfficulty,.^p^^  which,  however  obvi* 
ousy  Father..  Paiz,  it  feaus,  had  not,  atfirft,  fuf- 
fiaeutly  reflefted.  However^  thou^  he.  did  not 
in^n;ip(^ately  yiddrto  the  firft  remopftrances  againft 
thisps^-t  of  his  j)l^j  he  took  JQQ  fteps  tq.  carry  it 
into- exccunon  j  and  .by  that  means  aflSardedhfe 
brethren  an  opportunity:  g(  making  hkn  obferve^ 

-    V.  before 
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before,  it  was  too  late,  the  iU  coniequences  ttmt 
miffht attend  it.  ,    L      -  ,  ^^   r.  . 

In  the  mean  time,  Father  dc;  Ortega  received 
orders  to  repair  to  Lima;  at  five  hundred  league 
diftanqe^  and  furr^ender  himfelf  to  the  fuprenie  irv^ 
quifition  of  Peru  i   and,  though  his.  laft  journey 
of  no  lefs  than  three  hiundred .le^ues,  which  he  bid 
been  obliged  to  travel  to  rea(^  Saka^  ha4  txnafiilltf^ 
ably  encreafed  his  paina,  Jiec.ki^itoediately  (jot  otih 
But  neither'  his  prompt  obediaice,^  nor  his  «pot^ 
to^cal  labours  in  Brazil  and.lWaguay,  a>uld  nin- 
der  his  being  (hut  up,  on  his  arriy^,  in  the'priibii^df 
the  holy  office.  We  may  well>m4gine,  that  thenevvs 
of  this  event  aftonilhed  all  thoie,.who  kncaw  any 
thing  of  hi^  indefatigable  zeaJb  *  They  coukl  not 
conceive,  that  4  man,  who  ha4  done  ^  many  htfbio 
things  in  the  exercife  of  his.  ounlftxy,  arid  iri^whoft 
favour .  heaven  had  declared  4(:felf  by;  ibv;erahiiiircl4 
cles,  could  deferve  to  be  treartiiifa&raoriimw^ 
eijpecially  m  his  prefent  yfes^k.  ibati^^  heaMi.    ,Hii 
pould  not  himielf  guefs  what  her  was  acci4edc!bT 
However,    the  known  int^ity.-)of  cthe  tribuiialj 
which  treated  htfn  with  fo  >itmch'.  rigour}  -iuidahe 
filence  obferve^  by  the  fervjane  of  Jjod:  hij;Dfeifiin 
fo  mprtifyirig .a  fituatiop^i -hiadered'   the   ^ufalio 
from  pronouncing  him  innocent.  :.  /^  T^r.    -y^  ■' 

He  lay  five  mcMiths  in  prifon,  \yithput  faioing;  ao^ 
cufed  of  any  thing  >  his  judges  ftill  e3g)edtiM^tltii 
he. would  accufe  hinifelf,  whi(?|]b^;^  bis  <xmcmme 
reproached  him  .w^th  nothii^ijitwas  impdffibkfob 
Him  to  do.  At  the  expiratk>n  gC(iiis:tertn^'his  ftp.^ 
pc^jors  obt^inpd  leave  totak^hiiid  h^nne,  oorcori':} 
ditipn  that  they  ftiould  deliy/e]ic'ljijTvup  a^jn  when 
called fpr.i  and^ inithe  mean timejifiYA  pernait  him M 
§0  out  of  tljieir  houfe,  or  iay  mjeifs,-  or  fee  ainy  per*-- 
^nsj>\it  dbofe.of.  his  own  otd&i  4  r^ndJathfe  con- 
.    .  R  3v:  fx]   "*  '.  idiboa 
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dkipH:  he  (pent  two  years.  At  length,  an  a£t  arrived 
from  Paraguay,  which  fully  juftified  him.  This 
.was  a  •  retractation  judicially  nri^de,  before  feveral 
VfitoeScs  who  had  ngMd  it,  by  an  inhabitant  of 
Viliarica,  who  had  SLCtmkd  him  of  having  revealed 
liisieoDfei&oh,  but  iqow  declared^  on  his  death- bed, 
^bokkiYhisa  iTier^tcaiumny,  invented  to  punifh  the 
i^fljlrinaany  for  pdaTin^^to  abfblve  *  him  but  on  c(»i* 
djM3iB,with:wfaich;;however,  wife  and  juft,  he  Was 
Aotai^raiihgito  cpm^V* 

-{ .Tik.prefidegt  or  the  Inquifition  no  iboner  re- 
1;t9ivi^tlus.:writang^  than  -he,  in  th^^moft  fblenin 
uianmtr^ :  piibjiftied  Father  de  Ortejga* Jf  innocence, 
end  reftcared  him  to.  air  his  rights  and  privileges. 
©Qoa^ifter,  Don  GgiSpst  Zumda,  viceroy  of  Peru, 
caft  his  eyesnponhimia&the  fitteft  man,  in  the  world, 
to  ffand;  to  his  toobleibme  and  dangerous  neighbours 
thcfiHiriguanes,  -who  had  lately  applied^  him  fpr 
|Tiiffi©naiics^  and  hfcf,  therefore,  imagined  were,  at 
lil,  fincerely  difpdfe^  to  embrace  the  gofpel. 
TTJaob^ Fatter'de- Ortega  coniidered  this  kpipli- 
^atimi  as  no  better  than  -a  ftratagem  to  gain  time, 
inl  order  to  repewi  v^irii  greater  vigour,  their  hofti- 
KtiSs^agaihlk  the  Sp^niards^^  he  thought  proper  to 
odriipjy  with  J&on-Gafpaifls'  fequeft ;  -and  immediate- 
ly Xet  out  for  that  coiintf^v  with  FatherViilarnao,  ano- 
ther jcfiat  i' and  fpfenf  Woyears  among  them ;  when 
faisifuperiof %  -fiiidifig-that  his  zealw^s  thrown  away 
upon-  them  5  and  thi'ti  befides,  hfe  wds  quite  broke 
dowri '  witt[  feticire^ '  they  orderedyhim  to  la  Plate, 
where'h0idicd,  fibdmTihe-year  16)24^  in  an  extreme 
elda^.'  After  tei^hdd' abandoned  the  Chiriguanei^, 
Fa/flier  AuguftirfF^bip, a  Frandifdini  attended  by  a 
ky.-brother,  and  fomfe  -other  Spaniards,  entered  their 
mountains  by  the  valley  of  Tarijai  ahd  vas  happy 
enough  •  to  maHe  fomJe  fccMiverfions,  aiid  even  build 
a  church  among  them.  But,  during  a  journey 
he  was  obliged  to  mak^  to  la  Plata,  thefe  bar- 
barian? 
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barians  maflacred  all  the  Spaniards  he  had  brought 
with  him  ;  drove  his  lay- brother  out  of  the  ooun* 
try  ;  and  (b  efFedually  (hut  up  all  the  avenues  to 
their  mountains,  that  Father  Fabio  could  never  get 
am(mg  them  again. 


&d  (f  tbe  Bmrtk  MoaK 
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Jefuits  iwvited  back  to  the  AJfumption ;  eJiMJhed  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  Frejb  quarrels  between  the  Spani-. 
ards  and  tbem^  touching  the  liberty  of  the  Indians^ 
nptwitb/landing  the  conditions  on  which  the  Jefuits 
formed  fettlements  amongji  both.  King  of  Spain  in- 
terpofes  his  authority  in  favour  of  the  latter,  Gua- 
ranis  civilized  and  converted  in  great  numbers  by  the 

^^efuits\  and  formed  into  towns^  called  reduflions^ 
under  the  care  of'iSefe  Fathers^T>ta  Jubjea  to  The 
crown  of  Spain,  which  accordingly  fupports  the  mea- 
Jures  taken  by  the  Jefuits,  Defcription  of  the  re-, 
duSlions,  Bifbop  of  Buenos  Ayres  vijits  them.  His 
letter  on  the  occafion  to  the  king  of  Spain, 


^  XTOt^j^ithftanding    .all.  the    inveftives 

1 604.  |>j  IpV^a -a^amft  th^^Jefiiks  at  the  Af- 
fumption,  the  Magiftrates  of  that  capital,  and  the 
vicar-general  of  the  diocefe,  had  written  to  the  ge- 
neral of  the  company  to  complain  of  Father  Paez ; 
and,  foon  after,  the  new  bifhopi  of  the  Afrumption, 
Don  Martin  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  formerly  of  the 
order  of  St.  Francis,  and  nephew  to  the  Saint  of 
that  name,  wrote  to  Father  Romero,  that,  had  he 
known  the  jefuits  would  abandon  his  diocefe,  he 
^ygr*  vguld  have  accenfe^  the  government  of  it ; 
and,  therefore,  requefted  Him  to  fend  them  back 
direftly ;  otherwife,  he  would  apply  to  his  gene- 
ral J  and,  if  requifite,  to  his  catholic  majefty ;  and 
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ftvea  the  Pope ;  to  make  him  comply ;  and  he  was, 
it  feems,  fo  much  in  earneft,  that  he  wrote  to  the 
general,  before  he  could  get  Father  Romero's  an- 
Twer.  This,  however,  proved  an  unneceflary  trou- 
.Jble,  a?  Father  Romero,  who  could  never  reiifh  Fa- 
ther Paez's  fyftem,  had  already  fent  him  Father 
Lorencana  and  Father  Jpfeph  Cateldino ;  and,  foon 
•after,  had  the  pleafure  of  finding  what  he  had  thus 
done  through  his  own  difcretion,  recommended  to 
him  by  his  general  and  his  provincial. 

These  two  miffionaries  immediately  fet  out  by 
water  for  the  Aflumption ;  but  were  wrecked  in 
the  paffage ;  and,  after  narrowly  efcaping  being 
xirownefi, .  through  the  boldnefs  and*  afFedlipn  of 
their  Indian  companions,  who  refcued  them  frorn 
the  waves  with  the"  greateft  difficulty,  and  at  thd 
hazard  of  their  own  lives,  they  were  on  the  point  . 
pf  perilhing  with  hunger,  when  they  providentially 
difcovered  the  bifliop  going  down  the  river  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  This  prelate,  who  little  expeded 
to  meet  tfjgfe  he  fo  much  longed  for,  embraced 
them  ten4erly ;  entertained  theni  ill.  the  befl:  man- 
ner he  was  able ;  gave  thern  one  of  his  barks  loaded 
with  pipvilions,  to  continue  their  journey ;  and,  at 
parting  conferred  bii  them  all  the  p6\^er  he  could  to 
thejitinoft  limits  of  his  jurifdiftion,  which,  as  yet, 
extended  to  the  fea.  The  inhabitants  of  the  AG- 
iumption  received  them,  likewife;  with  thp  greateft 
refpeift  an4 .  afFeftion/  But  it  was  rioit  long  before 
.thjsy  nie't  with  fome  of  ftofe  contradiftibi^s,  which 
Jefus  Chrift  orcjer^^  ^\^  apoftles  to*  cohfider  as  k 
ijaxe  mark  of  their  beingj  his  fervahts. ' 
i  THEX.had,  it  feems,  declared  too  openly  in  fdr 
your  of ! the  Indians,  and  againft  the  abufe  the  Spa- 
niards iiiiade  of  the  commands,  to  enjoy  much 
longer  the  good-will  and  confidence  of  thofe,  whom 
the  moft  alarming  experience  could  not  convince, 
tow  much  it  was  their  intereft  to  ti  eat  the  natives  of 
..  ,    ^  -      '  the 


n 


234  THE    HISTORY 

the  country  in  a  more  gentle  and  equitable  man- 
ner.  But  what  is  to  tne  laft  degree  furprizing, 
their  diflike  broke  out  on  occafion  of  an  event, 
which  fliould  have  produced  a  quite  contrary  ef- 
foft.  Some  Indians,  who  were  fettled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Parj^ay,  and  had  been  given  in 
command,  rofe  up,  and  maffacred  feveral  Spani- 
ards. The  news  of  this  having  reached  the  capital 
in  the  governor's  abfence,  the  officer,  who  com- 
manded in  his  place,  fet  out  with  a  party  of  fbldiers 
to  chaflize  them.  But  changing  his  mind  on  the 
road,  for  what  reafbn  we  are  not  told,  he  fell  upon 
fbme  other  Indians,  whom  he  found  unarmed, 
though  they  were  allies  to  the  Spaniards,  and  had 
^ways  been  faithful  to  them  ^  treated  them  like 
enemies  i  loaded  a  great  number  of  them  with 
chains ;  led  them,  as  it  were,  in  triumph  to  the 
capital  J.  and  fold  them  for  flaves  to  the  beft  bid- 
der. 

Father  Lorencana  thought  himfelf  bound 
not  to  pafe  over  in  filence  fo  crying  an  adl  of  in- 
juftice  i  and,  finding  that  his  private  remonftrances 
to  the  fellers  and  the  buyers  of  the  pretended  cap- 
tives, made  no  impreffion  on  them,  got  into  the 
pulpit ;  and  openly  threatened  them  with  the  anger 
of  heaven^  if  they  did  not  immediately  fet  the  poor 
Indians  at  liberty.  Upon  this,  the  treafurer  of  tihe 
cathedral,  who  Happened  to  be  prefent,  filenced  him 
diredtly,  and  commanded  him  to  leave  the  church. 
Father  Lorencana  obeyed  without  betraybg  the 
lean:  concern;  and  this  itnexpedled  nioderation 
ftruck  the  apdience  {o  much,  mat  a  buzz  of  in- 
dignation inunediately  arofe  among  them,  againjll 
the  treafurer,  who,  troubled  and  confounded  at 
this  mark  of  their  difapprobation,  could  fcarce 
compoie  himfelf  enough,  to  own  publickly,  that  he 
had  dwie  wrong  to  infult  an  hondl  man^  barely  for 
bting  bold  enoujgh  to  do  his  duty. 

This 
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This  confefTion,  extorted  perhaps  by  fear,  was^ 
(ucceeded  by  viplent  agitations,  which  hindered  him ' 
from  enjoying,  by  day  or  night,  a  moment's  repofe ; 
and  terminated  in  convulfions,  favouring  of  mad- 
nefs,  in  which  he  expired.  Other  (hocking  cir- 
cuqiftanccs  were  related  of  his  tragical  end,  which, 
though  I  dare  not  aver  them,  as  being  founded 
merely  on  popular  report,  were  fo  firmly  believed 
by  the  multitude,  that  this  event  contributed  more 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  captives,  than  the  moft 
pathetic  exhortations  of  the  miffionaries.  But, 
though  this  affair  terminated  in  appearance,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Jefuits,  it  was  not  long  before 
they  difcovered  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  a 
leaven  of  diflike,  which  has  been  ever  fince  coi>- 
ftantly  fernienting ;  and  has,  as  we  flmll  fee  here- 
after, often  (hewed  itfelf  by  the  moft  furprizing 
efFe<fts. 

g  Two  or  thr^e  years  after  this  happen- 

r*7-  ed^  Father  Diego  de  Torrez  arrived  from 
Rome,  in  quality  of  Provincial  of  .Chili  and  Pa^ 
raguay ;  and,  as  he  carrje  by  the  way  of  Peru  vifit-' 
ed,  on  his  road,  the  Omaguacas,  that  had  been 
already  converted  to  the  faith ;  and  pafled  through 
Jujiiy  and  Salta,  whofe  inhabitants  applied  to  him 
tor  cdleges.  But,  though  he  brought  a  rein- 
forcement of  fifteen  Jefuits  with  him,  he  had  not 
enough  for  that  purpofe ;  and  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  exciife  himfelf  from  complying  with 
their  requeft,  till  the  arrival  of  another  fupply  of 
Spiritual  recruits.  From  Salta,  he  repaired  with 
fiis  flock  to  Santi^o,  where  Don  Francis  Treco, 
tfie  bi(hopi  I>on  Frajncis  de  Ribera,  the  governor 
pf  thp  province  ^  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  inhabi- 
tants received  therp  with  the  greateft  teftimonies  of 
refpeft  and  aflfedtion.  The  bi(hop,  in  particular, 
ajpQpg  many  pthet  obliging  thin^  publicly  de- 
oared  in  hii^  cathedral,  that,  had  the  report  lately 
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fjpread  of  the   company's  intentions  to  abandon 
thefe  provinces  proved  true,  he  would  have  re- 
nounced  his  bifhoprick,  to  fave  himfelf  the  concern, 
of  feeing  perifli,  for  want  of  fpiritual  affiftance, 
fo  many  fouls  purchafed  with  the  precious  blood 
of  Jefus  Chrift.     The  bifliop  had  the  more  reafon 
to  fjpeak  in  this  manner,  as  the  provincial,  in  pre- 
fenting  his  children  to  him,  told  him,  that  it  was 
the  general's  intention,  that  they  fhould  be  intirely 
at  his  difpofal. 
^  g         The  year  after  this,  eight  Jefiiits,  fent 
^       *    by  the  general  of  their  order,  and  defrayed 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  landed  at  Buenos  Ayres,  where 
the  inhabitants,  apprized  of  their  coming,  had  ex- 
pected them  with  the  greateft  impatience,  and  re- 
tained fome  of  them  with  a  view  of  founding  a 
-college.     This  port,  it-feemsj  had  already  begun 
to  flourifli  by  commerce  5  for,  though  the  king  of 
Spain  had  not  opened  it  for  ftrangers,    feveral 
foreign  veflels  put  in  there  from  time  to  time,,  ja^ 
if  driven  by  ftrefe  of  weather,  or  upon  fonie  fuch 
other  pretext ;  were  well  received ;  and  carried  on  a 
trade  equally  beneficial  to  themfelves  and  the  in- 
habitants. 

All  this  time,  the  Indians  neareft  to  the  city, 
many  of  whom  were  of  almoft  gigantic  ftature, 
<:ontinued  in  their  primitive  favagenefs ;  killing 
without  mercy  all  the  Spaniards  they  could  lay 
.their  hands  on ;  fo  that  not  one  of  the  inhabitanps 
dared  to  (hew  his  face  at  any  diftancc  from  the 
town.  Some  of  thefe  Indians  had,  it  is  trtie,  been 
reduced;  and  might  have  been  gained  over  to 
phriftianity,  or  at  leaft  prepared  to  liftai  to  the 
j^rft  miifionaries,  that  could  be  fent  to  thehi,  had 
they  not  been  condemned  to  perfonal  fervice,  which 
irendered  abortive  fome  few  attempts  made  to  con- 
vert them.  At  length,  however,  the  inhabitants 
expq^ed  to  fee  fo  defirable  a  conqueft  effcikjid  by 

the 
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the  Jefuits  lately  arrived  among  theni.  But  it 
was  too  late  to  recover,  by  mildnefs  and  perfua- 
fion,  barbarians,  whom  fuperior  force  alone  kept 
within  bounds.  Befides,  die  miffionaries,  thought 
it  would  be  lofmg  their  time,  to  preach  to  them 
a  God  full  of  goodnels  and  mercy,  while  thofe, 
who  made  profeffion  of  ferving  the  fame  God,  re-^ 
tained  them  in  the  moft  cruel  flavery. 

The  Jefuits,  therefore,  propofed,  to  the  inhabi- 
tants to  lighten  the  yoke  of  thefe  unhappy  creatures, 
in  order  to  difpofe  them  to  receive  the  gofpel  \ 
but  they  took  offence  at  this  propofal.  The  Spa- 
niards of  Tucuman,  who  had  lately  given  the 
Jefuits  among  them  fo  promifing  a  reception,  and 
thereby,  in  appearance,  authorized  them  to  make 
the  fame  reprefentations,  carried  things  to  far 
greater  lengths.  Their  provincial,  at  his  return 
from  Chili  in  the  courfe  of  his  vifitation,  having 
ftop  at  Corduba  to  fettle  a  novicelhip  lately  form- 
ed there,  which  already  b^an  to  fill  pretty  fafl, 
thought  it  his  dunr,  when  all  the  buildings  were 
finiflied,  not  to  diftnifs,  without  payment,  the  In- 
dians, who,  to  the  great  furprize  of  all  the  in- 
habitants, had  been  moft  prodigal  of  their  fweat 
and  labour  in  erefting  them. 

•  The  inhabitants  (bon  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  this  adt  of  juftice  apjbsared  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence  to  them  \  and,  finding  it  was  impoflible 
taperfuade  him,  that  he  had  done  amifs,  flattered 
themfelves  that  they  might  fueceed  better  by  with* 
holding  their, alnis,  which  were  as  yet,  in  a  manner, 
the  only^  thing  he  and  his  brethren  had  to  live  on  \ 
but'  here,  too,*  they  were  deceived.  Providence, 
tipon  which,  fariier  Torrez  relied  a  great  deal  morei 
than  on  anv  human  affillance,  did  not  abandba 
him..  He  then  undertook  to  awaken  by  his  words, 
as  he  had  already  done  by  his  example,  the  con- 
fcien9es  of  the  inhaWltants  in  re^rd  to  the  in- 
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juftice  and  cruelty,  with  which  they  treated  the  In- 
dians ;  and,  as  he  faw  his  reafbns  made  no  impref' 
lion  upon  them,  concluded  by  publickly  threaten- 
ing them  with  the  anger  of  the  Almighty,  and  that 
ot  his  catholic  majefty,  of  whofe  intentions,  in  this 
relpedt,  they  could  not  be  ignorant 

These  threats  were  foon,  in  fome  meafure,  ac- 
compliftied.  A  fudden  and  unexpected  inundation 
laid  the  town  under  water,  and  deftroyed  part  of  its 
buildings,  which  at  that  time  were  not  very  iblid  ; 
an  impetuous  ftorm  of  ram  and  thunder  ravaged 
the  country  ;  a  plague  fucceeded,  and  fwept  away 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe,  almoft 
indubitable,  marks  of  the  anger  of  heaven  made 
fome  impreflion  on  thofe,  who  were  not  as  yet  quite 
loft  to  all  fentiments  of  religjon  and  humanity  ; 
but  a  far  greater  number  obftinately  perfifted '  in 
their  wickednefs ;  and  even  grew  more  inveterate 
againft  the  jefuits,  who  ceafed  not  to  upbraid  them 
with  it.  They  cut  off,  as  much  as  poffible,  the 
Ufual  fupply  of  provifionsv  and,  at  laft  reduced 
them  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  maiz,  left  in  their  gra- 
nary, and  fome  other  vegetables  their  garden  af- 
forded. 

All  this  time,  the  jefuits  continued  to  plead, 
with  unfliaken  conftancy,  the  caufe  of  the  poor 
bpprefled  Indians ;  and  Father  de  Torrez,  at  his 
departure  from  Corduba  to  vifit  the  other  houjfea 
of  his  order,  recommended,  above  all  things,  to  the 
jefuits  he  left  behind  him,  to  place  their  confi- 
dence in  him  alone,  whofe  interefts  they  defended. 
They  did  fo,  and  providence  did  not  forfake  them. 
For,  though  the  procurator  received  from  him,  at 
his  departure,  but  eighty  crowns  to  maintain  a  nu- 
merous community,  he  found,  that,  in  the  eight 
lucceeding  months,  he  fpent  eight  hundrecL  witb-^ 
out  borrowing  a  penny,  or  being  able  to  tefl  froni* 
what  quarter  he  had  received  the  furplus. 

Thr 
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The  perfecution  which  Father  Torrez  had  fuf' 
fered  at  Corduba  followed  him  to  Santiago.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  town  concluded  from  what  they 
had  heard  of  his  tranfaftions  in  favour  of  the  In- 
dians of  Chili  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Corduba, 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  expedt  any  indulgence  from 
him  on  this  head.  Thus  prejudiced  againft  thefe 
fathers,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  publickly  af- 
firming, that  the  jefuits  had  not  been  accufed,  with- 
out reafon,  of  troubling  people's  confciences  by 
filling  them  with  groundlefs  fcruples ;  that  it  was 
impoflible  the  fpirit  of  God  fliould  infpire  fuch  fe- 
verity,  which,  no  doubt,  ferved  only  to  cover  fome 
ihameful  views  of  intereft  and  ambition  ;  that  thefe 
Fathers  could  have  no  other  defign,  in  endearing 
themfelves  to  the  Indians,  than  that  of  becoming, 
themfelves,  maflers  of  them  ;  and  enjoying,  alone, 
all  the  fruits  of  their  fe'rvice  ;  that  it  was  for  this 
purpofe  they  had  engaged  the  king  and  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Indies  to  publifti  thofe  edidts,  upon  which 
they  built  fo  much,  and  of  which  they  would  loon 
avail  themfelves  to  amafe  treafures  to  theprejudice 
of  the  reft  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds.  The  moft 
moderate  faid,  that  it  was,  perhaps,  doing  injuftice 
to  the  private  Fathers  of  the  company  to  blame 
them  on  the  occafion,  as  it  was  probable  they  only 
afted  by  orders  from  their  fuperior,  whofe  turbu- 
lent and  reftlefs  fpirit  had,  all  on  a  fudden,  banifhed 
that  happy  union  and  tranquility  they  enjoyed  be- 
fore his  arrival  amongft  them.  * 

It  was  in  vain  for  the  Fathers  to  anfwer,  that, 
before  any  of  them  had  appeared  in  this  province^ 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  Philip  11.  his  fuc- 
ceilbr  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  had  iflued  very  fe- 
vere  edifts  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  Indians ; 
that  they  might  remember,  that,  before  Father 
Torrez  entered  Chili,  Don  Juan  Perez,  bifliop 
of  that  diocefe,  had  condenuied,  what  Acy  now 
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deemed  it  a  crime  in  that  Father  not  to  approve  i 
and  that  Don  Juan  had  not  given  fentence  in  an 
affarr  of  fo  much  importance,  till  he  had  confulted 
all  the  men  of  learning  and  fenfe  in  that  kingdom  ; 
that,  after  all,  it  was  well  known,  that  not  one  of 
them  had  given  the  leaft  room  to  fufpedt  they 
tliought  otherwife  than  their  provincial,  in  regard 
to  the  point  in  difpute. 

T^iE  minds  of  the  inhabitants  were  too  imbit- 
tered  to  yield  to  thefe  reafons,  though  he  could 
not  anfwer  them  by  any  folid  arguments  j  and 
what  is  ftill  more  furprizing,  they  found  means 
to  prejudice  the  biihop  and  all  his  clergy  againft 
thofe  who  advanced  them.  As  no  one,  there- 
fore, any  longer  took  their  defence,  they  were 
treated  here,  as  their  brethren  had  been  before 
treated  at  Cprduba  ;  their  church  was  deferted ; 
their  penfions  flopt ;  and  the  Indians  hindered 
from  feeing  them.  In  fliort,  they  w:ere  puftied  to 
fuch  lenghts,  that  they,  at  laft,  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  themfelves,  and  fet  out  for  St.  Michael, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  had  moft  earneftly 
entreated  them  to  accept  an  eftabKfliment  among 
them. 

There  had  been,  for  a  lon^  time  pall,  a  di(put^ 
for  pre-eminence  between  this  town  and  that  of 
Santiago,  which  was  founded  but  three  years  after 
the  firft  foundation  of  St.  Michael ;  for  this  laft, 
as  we  have  already  ieen,  had  changed  its  fituation, 
in  1564.  This  tranflation  had  fcarce  taken  place, 
when  ^  powerful  Cacique,  caDed  Gualan,  having 
forced  his  way  ijito  the  new  town,  maflacred  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants ;  fet  lire  to  the 
houfes  ;  and  would  have  reduced  them  all  to  aflies, 
had  not  a  ludden  ftorm  of  lightening  frightened  the 
barbarians  from  their  purpofe.  Some  Spaniards  . 
who  efcaped  deftrudtion  ;  after  extinguifhing  the 
||Iames,  purfued  the  Indians  ^  killed  their  chief ;  and 
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•made  a  great:  flaughter  of  the  reft.  This  did  not 
,J)revent  the  Calthaquis  from  making,  afterwards, 
ieveral  attempts  to  ruin  St*  Michael ;  but  all 
equally  mifcarried. 

St.  Michad,  I  iaid,  ftands  exadlly  at  the  foot 
of  the  CcMrdilliere ;  I  muft  add,  that  it  is  fcarce 
poffible  to  find  a  town  fituated  in  a  more  fertile 
or  agreeable  country.  Accordingly,  its  plains, 
and  iall  its  vallies ;  m  a  word,  all  its  diftrift  is 
covered  with  villas  and  farm  houfes,  with  or- 
.chards  and  gardens,  that  produce  mod  of  the  fruits 
known  in  the  old  and  knew  world.  But  thiis  land  of 
promife,  as  the  vSpaniards  call  it,  was,  for  a  long 
time,  fo  terribly  infefted  with  tigers,  that  it  was  al- 
moft  impoffible,  for  a  man  not  very  well  armed^ 
to  appear  abroad,  without  falling  a  prey  to  thefe 
ravenous  animals  long  accuftomed  to  live  upon 
human  flefli. 

»  Before  .the  artival  of  theiSpamtids,  all  the  em- 
ployment of  theliidians  corififted  in  hunting  them  ; 
which  they  did  in  the  foUdwing  fimple  manner. 
The  huntfman,  taking  a'  long'  ftick,.  and  holding 
it  with  both  ends,. vprefentedk,  in  a  hcorizontal  di- 
i^jftion  ta  the  firft  aninlal  he  met  withy  who  never 
failed  to  fei^e  it  with  his  m6ytfa.  But,  while  the 
creature  thus  endeavoured  to  iwreft  it,  or  break  it 
.with  his  teeth  and  [cktv^,  the  h\intfnian,  by  alter- 
iiate  jerks  to  the  right  and  left^  thrisw  him '  down  ; 
and  then,  before. he  could  recbver  himfelf,  plunged 
a  knife  into:  hisi  bdly,  and  ript  Mm  up  to  the  throati 
This,  it  is  plains  required  no  fmall  d^ree  of  dex- 
terity and  preibnce  of  mind  ;  and,,  accordingly,  no 
man  was  eftfeemed  among  tbefe  Indians  but  in  pro- 
^tion  to.  the  number  of  tigers  he  had  killed ;  and 
^is  ambition  to  finalize  themfelvcs,  blinded  them 
in  regard  to.  die  dangers  attending  fo  uncommon 
%  tnanner  of.  hunting.  * 
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Th£  inhabitants  of  St.  Midiad  refemUed  ffett-' 
ly  the  happy  climate  under  whidi  they  Uved, 
being  mild,  and,  as  it  were,  pious  by  nature.  They 
received  the  jefuits  with  an  afTedion,  which  they 
have  tranfinitted  to  their  jpofterity ;  obliged  them 
to  accept  of  a  college,  or  which  the  king  a^er*- 
wards  approved  the  foundation  ^  and  liftened  to 
their  eidiortations  widi  the  greateft  docility.    This 

t^  ave  the  fathers  leifure  enough  to  makeibme  incur* 
ons  among  the  Diagukes,  the  Lulles,  and  the  Cal^ 
chaquis ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  good  di^pofiticms, 
in  which  they  found  great  numbers  of  tbefe  Indi- 
ans, they  proi^d  equaily  \iMdk  to  them  and  to  the 
Spsmiards  ;  many  of  die  latter  having,  in  fpite  of 
all  tte  governor's  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  carried 
oflf'ieveral  of  the  Indians  into  flavery  ;  even  from 
tmder  the  eyes  of  i:he  fathers,  about  whom  they 
had  gathered  for  inftrudion. 
>  DunfiiTG  theft  tranfadtions  in  Tucuman^ 

^  ^*  father  Toirei,  provincial  of  thejeftiits,  fet 
out  &r  the  Conception ;  but  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  were  to  prgudiced  againft  him  and  his 
bretmeo,  dfuit  the  governor  of  die  province  was 
cdsJ^ed  to  interpofe  in  order  to  procure  him  ad- 
mittance. He  (bcxD^  however,  ^tined,  by  his  be^ 
haviour,  the  efteem  and  confidence  even  of  tbofe^ 
who  had  moft  violendy  oppoftd  bis  eiitranoe  ;  and 
after  making  theproper  ^e  of  theft  favourable  dif^ 
po^^xiD^^  ftc  om  &r  die  Ailumption,  in  confeauence 
of  'Sikttt  piei^g  letters  from  die  bifhop  ot  F^u^ 
gttdy.and  Don  Fernand  Arias  de  Saavedra,  gch 
vfirxifix'  of  thiat  province  ;  and  arrived  them  towards 
dieckife  of  the  year  1609- 

'  The  governor  iand  biflbop,  it  feems,  had  jwft 
received  a  letter  from  his  ca^sdic  majeflrjr,  bjf 
whidi  that  prince  gave  them  to  uiiderftftat^  that 
it  was  his  abfolute  pleafure  that  no  attempt  'ftoilli 
be  inade  to  fubdue  the  Indians  of  Paraguay^  but 

by 
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•by  the  fiwMcd  of  die  word  ;  unlefs  they  firft,  with- 
out any  provocation,  committed  hoftilities  agaiiift 
the  Spaniards;   that,   otfaerwife,  none  butmiffi- 
.onaries  fliouldibeeniployed  to  reduce  thern,  as  they, 
.  alone,  cpuld  make  them  (ubmit  willingly  to  the 
ifijMmiih.jaake,  by. making  them  fenfible  of  the  ad- 
■vantj^s  that .  w(»ild  attend  fuch  fubmiilioh  ;  ^t 
.he  did.  not  want  any  forced  homages  ;    thift  hfe  did 
not  eyen  .mean  .  to  deprive  thefe  people  6{  their  R- 
berty ;  but  merely  txx  reicue  them  from  the  favage- 
.neis  and .  iibertinifm  in  which  thdy  lived ;  m^i^ 
,tbem.aoqQaiajtedl^  with  the  true  God  ;  and  engage 
them  to  a(dorehim;  that  :he  was  very  ready  to 
:admit.thcm  arnpng  the.  number  cf  his  fubjedis, 
but  with  no  oAer  view  than  that  of  making  them 
bappy  ;   and  .that  be,  above  ^il  things,  forbid  the 
Spaniards  to  make  ilaves  bf.them. 

In  confequenoe  of .  thefcorders, ;  the  prelate  and 
the  governor  had.a^reed:t6  enffi^  F]amer  ^orrez 
to  take>  juspcai)  him  ibe  converuon  of  |4ie  natives  ; 
audit  wa&in  order  jto. concert  with  1^  the  pro- 
pereft  meafures^  for  effitdin^  it,  that  they  had  re^ 
-quefted  bim  to  ids  jio^time  ux  repairing  to  the  Af- 
fumpdon.  ::Four  or  ftve .  jrtars :  befi>re  this,  ^Don 
Fern^d.  bad  .received  "froih  his  majefty  a  let- 
ter i^etty  ) much  in;  the.  fame  ftrain,  but  merely 
cela^ting  )t6  the.Guarani^  ,to  whom  this  prince 
f^ve  him  ocdefs  to  ({end  immediately  fbme  pious^ 
ienilble,  .imd  zeaio\i&  miifiQh&ries  to  oompleat  thdt 
anftruiticxn^!  iinih;  leave  to  take  from  his  treaiury 
adl  the  i^ms  xeq^iiite  to .  fiipport  fuch  miifionaries^ 
«Dd  Jto  i  enable  .them  to  ms^q  a  iblkl  efl:abli(htilent 
funopg;  tbde  ilndians,  whom  he, , above  all  things^ 
€3i]Qined.hkiito4ee  treated  in  the  mildeft  manner. 
•  TttB^^verripr  thou^t  it .  his  duty  to  begin  by 
die  Guaranis.neareft  to  die  AiOfumption,  ampng 
jphom  .there  were  abready  feveral  chriftians  ^  and^ 

S  z  therefore, 
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dierefore,  engaged  fether  Lewis  de  Bokuios,  the 
moft  illuftrious  difciple  of  St.  Francis  Solano,  to 
take  on  himfelf  the  execution  of  his  majefty's  in- 
tentions, with  (bme  other  religious  of  his  order. 
-Thefe  rniifionaries,  accordingly,  had  already  brought 
tc^^her  a  great  number  of  the  Affumption 
GuaraniS)  and  had  formed  of  them  a  very  flourifh-- 
{ing  church.  It  was  at  this  time  fiither  de  Bolanos 
Gompofed  the  cathechifm,  we  have  already  menti- 
oned. Don  Martin  I^atius  de  Loyola,  afto: 
.qaufingiit  to  be  examined  by  the  ablfeft  divines, 
and  theperfbns  bed  verfed  in  the  Guarani  language, 
of  his.  whole  diocefe,  approved  it  in  a  fynod.  Don 
Chriftopher  Arefti,  his  fucceflbr,  caufed  it  to  be 
again  ex^ined;  and  not  only  approved  it  aftor 
this  fecond  fcrutiny,  but  forbid  the  ufe  of  any  otha: 
catechifm  in  the  Guarani  language. 
I  THfiRE  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  was 
^fter  the  departure  of  father  Bolanos  for  Peru, 
when  his  Superiors  had  recalled  him  on  accoiint  o£ 
his  gr^at  age  and  infirmities,  that  the  governor 
and  bifliop  of  Paraguay  caft  their  eyes  upon  the 
jefuits  to  take  charge  of  the  Guaranis  near  the  Air 
fumption,  and  unite  them  with  the  Indians  of  the 
fame  name,  whom  father  de  Ortega  and  father 
Fikb~had  converted  in  i  the .  province  of  Guayra. 
It :  is.  likewife  probable,  that  father  de  Torrez,  on 
jbis  arrival  at  the  Affiimption,  appointed  to,  this 
miffion  father  Jofeph  jCataldino,  and  fadaer  Simon 
Macerata^-  another  Italian  Jefuit ;  but  thefe  fathers 
4id  not  undertdke  it,  tilKthe  biftiop  and  governor 
had  given  them  full  poiwer  to  form  all  their  chrif- 
^ians  into  towns  ; .  to  govern  them  without  any  det 
pendenee  on  the  cities,  fortreffes,  or  other  Spa* 
nifb  eftabliftiments, .  in,  whofe  neighbourhood  they 
might  fetde  ;  build  churches  in  all  of  them  ;  ana 
oppofe,  in  the  king's  name,  all  thofe  who  ihouldt 

on 
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on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  endeavour  to  jubjeft 
thefe  new  chriftians  to  any  perfonal  fervice. 

When  father  Cataldino  and  father  Macerata  ar- 
rived in  Gkiayra,  they  found  but  two  priefts  in 
the  whole  province ;  one  at  Villarica,  and  the  other 
at  Ciudad  Real ;  both  too  ignorant  and  irregular 
to  be  of  any  fervice  to  either  Spaniards  or  Indians. 
Accordingly,  many  of  the  Indians,  who  ftill  re- 
tained their  freedom,  .were  baptized  without  in- 
ftruftion;  and  many,  of  thofe,  whom  the  Spaniards 
had  brought  to  yield  them  perfonal  fervice,  left 
without  any  baptifin  at  all,  though  their  matters 
jnever  failed  to  give  them  all,  without  diftindtion, 
the  names  of  feints ;  an  abufe,  which,  in  procefs  of 
time,  greatly  perplexed  the  miffionaries,  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  duty,  and  truly  felicitous  to 
comply  with  it. 

After  fome  (lay  in  thefe  two  places,  in  order  to 
give  the  inhabitants  that  fjpiritual  ailiilance  which 
they  had  fo  long  wanted,  the  two  fathers  prepared 
to  purfue  their  defign  of  fettling  in  the  center  of 
the  Guaranis,  upon  the  Paranapane.  But,  before 
they  could  fet  out,  a  report  happening  to  fpread, 
that  there  was  an  order  from  the  king  not  to  give 
in  command  the  Indians  they  were  going  to 
take  charge  of,  the  fentiments  of  efteem  and  con- 
fidence, of  which  the  Spaniards  had  fo  lately  given 
them  the  greateft  proofs,  immediately  vaniftied. 
Upon  this,  the  miffionaries,  thinking  it  beft  to  clear 
up  the  affair,  produced  the  orders  they  had  re- 
ceived in  writing,  and  the  powers  given  them  by 
the  bifhop  and  governor  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time^ 
undertook  to  make  them  feniible,  how  conformable 
thefe  orders  and  powers  were  to  the  ftriiteft  equity 
andjuftice. 

ffiio        "  ^^  ^^  ^^^  mean,  laid  they,  to  op- 

pofe  thofe  advantages  you  may  draw  from 

the  Indians  in  a  lawful  manner ;  but  you  know  it 

S  3  never 
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never  was  the  king's  intention  that  you  ftionld  con* 
iider  them  as  flaves ;  and  that,  htudc^  the  law  of 
God  ftriftly  forbids  it.  As  to  thofe  we  are  eom- 
miffioned  to  gain  over  to  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  upon 
whom  you  can  have  no  claim,  fince  they  were 
never  conquered  by  force  of  arms,  oUr  ddign  is'; 
firft,  to  labour  to  make  them  men,  that  \^e  may 
be  the  better  able  to  make  them  chriftians.  We 
Ihiall  then  endeavour  to  induce  them,  from  a  view 
to  their  own  intereft,  to  fubmit  chearfully  to  die 
king  our  fovereign  ;  and  hope,  with  God -s  bleffingi 
our  endeavours  will  be  crowned  with  fiaccefe.  We 
do  0ot  think  it  lawful  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
their  liberties,  to  which  they  have  a  natural  and' in^ 
conteftibl^  right ;  but  we  will  endeavour  to  make 
them  fenfible,  that  they  rendier  their  freedoht  pf  ju- 
dicial to  themfelves  by  making  a  bad  ufe  of  it;  and 
to  teach  them  to  reftrain  it  within  juft  bounds.  We 
flatter  ourfelves  with  being  able  to  make  them 
difcover  fuch  great  advantages  in  that  depen- 
dance,  in  which  all  civilized  nations  live,  and  iii 
yieldiing  obedience  to  a  prince,  who  only  difires 
to  be  their  protedlor,  and  their  father,  and  procure 
them  the  ineftimable  bleffing  of  knowing  the  true 
.God,  that  they  will  fubmit  to  the  yoke  with 
joy,  ancJ  blefs  the  day  they  became  his  fabjefts." 

They^  in  the  next  place,  undertook  tq  perfuade 
the  inhabitants,  that,  if  they  underflxxxi  thei/own 
intereft,  inftead  of  oppofmg  this  project,  they 
would  exert  themfelves  to  make  it  fiicceed, 
fincc  it  was  the  only  way  to  prevent  the  total 
depopulation  of  a  country,  in  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  fubfift,  without  the  affiftance  of 
the  natives  to  cukivate  it.  They  aflced  them, 
what  was  become  of  thofe  thoufands  of  Indian^, 
>yho  had  difappeared  fmce  the  firft  difcovery  of 
Paragijay ;  and  what  other  caufe  would  be  affighed 
for  fo  great  a  depopulation,  but  the  inhuman  man- 
ner^ in  which  thefe  poor  people  had  been  treiated. 

'But 
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Bitt  they  fx)n  difcovercd,  that  they  were  fpeakij;^ 
to  men,  who  did  not  chufc  to  be  undeceived  ^  and, 
therefore,  no  Ipnger  thought  of  any  thing  but  the 
means  of  hail^entng  their  departure.  And»  as  they 
coald  exped;  no  guides  from  the  inhabitants  of  ViJr 
larica,  where  they  met  with  all  this  oppofition, 
they  ajppUed  for  fome  to  the  Cacique  of. the 
place  w<bei:e  they  intended  to  nuke  their  {iz&  eftar 
JbliHunent. 

Tu£  honeft  Cacique  came  himfelf  to  coadujfl 
them ;  but  hom  great  mu£k  have  been  bis  furprize, 
wfaen^  on  hss  firft  appearance  in  the  town,  the  Spar 
niards  loaded  him  with  irons,  and  threw  him  into 
prtibn !   He  did  not,  however,  remiain  there  long, 
as  the  two  miffionaries  threatened  to  complain,  of 
fo  fcaadaloua  a  breach  <^  hoipitality  and  conunon 
juftice,  to  the  governor  and  the  bilhiop,  and  eyea 
his  majefty,  if  they  could  not  otherwife  obtain  re- 
dreisL  They  then  iet  put  with  their  guide,  and,  after 
traveling  by  land  as  £ar  as  the  Paranapane,  embarks* 
ed  on  die  river-    Paranapane,  in  the  lai^uage  of 
ihe  country^  fignifies  River  of  Mnforttim ;  but  we 
are  not  told  Ipw  it  came  to  be  called  fo.     Thia  ri- 
ver iflues  from  the  mountains  of  Brazil,  and  is  rein*^ 
forced  by  the  waters  of  feveral  others,  of  which  the 
moft  confiderable  are  the  Rrape  and  Tahopcrua.    Its 
banks  are  covered  with  a  great  variety  of  trees,  ef? 
pecially  cedars  of  luch  an  enormous  thickneis,  and 
io  ihipendous  a  height,  that  one  Angle  trunk  may 
be  conveirted  into  a  twenty  oar  piroguie. 

Tkb  two  &thers  remounted  the  Paranapane  tQ 
the  mouth  of  the  Pirape,  where  they  met  two  hun- 
dred Guarani  £uBilies  baptized  l^  the  Fathers  de 
Orte^  and  Filds,  whom  diey  fcnmed  into  a  town, 
by  the  name  of  the  Lorem.  Thefe  Indian  churches 
have  been  fince  called  Reduakns^  a  name  ufually 
given  in  Peru  to  aU  the  chriftian  towns  formed 
amon^  the   infidelS|  and   gqverned    by  regular 

S  4  priefls. 
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priefls ;  and  this  name  is  itiil  in  ufe.  Loretto  wasi 
the  firft  in  Paraguay  to  which  it  was  given.  As  to 
the  name  of  Loretto  in  particular,  none  could  be 
more  fui  table  to  a  town,  which  has  proved  the  cra- 
dle of  the  now  lb  flourilhing  chriftian  republic  of 
the  Guaranis.  The  fathers  then  made  a  progrefe  of 
eighty  leagues,  in  which  they  found  twenty-three 
little  villages,  where  there  were  already  leveral  chris- 
tians, and  where  the  reputation  the  jefuits  had 
acquired,  of  being  very  zealous  to  defend  the  li- 
berty of  the  Indians,  in  a  (hort  time  diipofed  all 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  to  receive  the  golpel. 
The  fervants  of  God  reprefented  to  than,  how  much 
it  Was  their  intereft  to  unite  together,  as,  while 
they  continued  fcattered  up  and  down  the  country 
in  fo  many  little  ftraggling  vilk^es,  it  would  be 
impoflible  for  them  to  defend  their  freedom,  or 
get  inftru<aion. 

These  reprefentations  began  to  work  upon  the 
minds,  of  the  Indians,  when  the  fathers  {aw  all  their 
expectations  on  the  point  of  being  blafted  by  the 
avarice  of  a  falfe  brother.  An  inhabitant  of  Ciu- 
dad  Real  having  offered  to  accompany  them  in 
this  expedition,  they  chearfiilly  accepted  his  offer, 
as  they  were  not  as  yet  thorough  mafters  of  the 
Guarani  language,  which  he  underftood  and  fpoke 
perfectly  well.  But  he  -had  his  own  views  in  fo 
doing ;  and,  the  better  to  fiicceed  in  them,  afFeded, 
in  the  beginning,  the  greateft  difintereftednefe. 
The  fathers,  hpwever,  could  not  help  being  fur-? 
prized  ^t  his  never  returning  to  their  common  ca- 
bin without  wanting  fome  article  or  another  of  his 
little  baggage,  and  even,  of  his  clothes ;  but  they 
kept  their  minds  to  themfelves,  till  one  day,  on  his 
returning  with  nothing  on  but  a  pair  of  drawers, 
they  could  no  longer  refrain  from  afking  him  how 
he  came  to  be  ftript  in  that  manner  ^  when  he  made 
the  following  an^ver,  ^  You  preach  one  way,  fa- 
te i 
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thcrs;  and  I,  another.  You  have  the  gift  of  elo- 
quence, with  which  God  has  not  been  pleafed  to 
favour  me ;  but  I  endeavour  to  fupply  the  want  of 
it  by  my  works.  I  have  diftributed  every  thing  I 
brought  with  me  among  the  principal  Indians  of  the 
country,  from  a  perfuafion,  that,  when  I  Ihall  have 
gained  the  heads  by  my  liberality,  it  will  be  the 
ealier  for  you  to  gain  the  reft ;  and  I  believe  the 
work  is  already  in  great  forwardnefs." 

The  fathers  made  no  doubt  of  his  having,  in 
good  earneft,  made  away  with  his  clothes  for  that 
charitable  purpofe ;  and  began  to  be  fomewhat  con- 
cerned, that  their  poverty  difabled  them  from  fol- 
lowing his  example.  Some  time  after  this,  the 
Spaniard  told  them,  that,  as  he  was  no  longer  ne- 
ceflary  to  them,  feeing  they  could  explain  them- 
felves  in  the  language  of  the  country  well  enough 
to  be  underftood  without  an  interpreter,  he  begged 
they  would  not  be  offended  at  his  leaving  then^  tp 
return  home.  They  anfwered,  that  he  was  at  li-r 
berty  to  do  as  Ke  thought  proper ;  and  gave  him  a 
great  many  thanks  for  his  good  offices  5  but  he  had 
fcarce  turned  his  back,  when  they  difcovered,  that 
he  had  parted  with  nothing  but  to  buy  women  and 
children,  and  was  about  carrying  them  away  as 
flaves ;  and  that  the  Indians  fufpedlted  them  of  havr 
ing  had  a  (hare,  underhand,  in  this  infamous  comr 
merce.  It  coft  them  no  fmall  tin^e  and  trouble  to 
remove  the  fu(jpicions  of  thefe  poor  people.  But 
they  at  laft  did  it  fo  efFedtually,  thftt  moll  of  them 
repaired  to  Loretto. 

The  acceffion  of  fiich  numbers  having  rendered 
this  town  rather  too  populous,  a,  Cacique,  called 
A^cya^  made  a  propofal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
forming  another,  a  league  and  a  half  further  up 
the  country  ^  and  they  all  chearfully  confented  to 
it,  This  fecond  reduction  was  called  Scant  Ignatius. 
\\  \ya§  foon  found  nec^ilary.  to  forqi  two  ^lore,  fo|: 

the 
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the  reception  of  profelytes  ^  and  they  peopled  Ko 
fkft^  that  the  two  Jefuits  immediately  formed  die 
project  of  a  chriftian  republic,  which  might,  in 
the  heart  of  this  barbarous  country,  revive  the 
happieft  days  of  primitive  chriftianity^. 

Those,  who  firft  conceived  the  idea  of  this  im- 
portant undertaking,  and  thofe  who  firft  approved 
their  views,  thought  it  highly  improper  to  fet 
about  fo  arduous  a  talk,  till  they  had  made  aU 
diofe,  (Ml  whom  they  depended,  equally  fenfible, 
how  neceifary  it  was  in  ordier  to  eftaUiih  chrif- 
tianity  upon  a  felid  foundation  among  thefe 
people;  and,  likewife,  what  great  advantages 
might  reafbnably  be  expe£ted  from  this  method 
They,  therefore,  reprefented  to  his  catholic  ma- 
jefty,   in  his  council  of  the  Indies;   and  to  the 

fovernor  and  biftiop  of  Paraguay,  that  the  Jefoitsi, 
aving  taken  great  pains,  fince  their  arrival  in  the 
country,  to  find  out  what  had  retarded  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  goQ)el  among  fo  many  nations,  and 
why  there  even  remained  fuch  flight  traces  of  the 
great  converiions  formerly  made  among  them, 
imagined  they  had  difcovered  two  principal  caufcs 
of  fo  deplorable  a  misfortune ;  the  firft,  that  the 
Spaniards  rendered  the  chriftian  religion  odious  to 
the  natives  of  the  country,  by  mt  mamier  in 
which  they  behaved,  even  towards  thrfe  who  had 
fincerely  embraced  it ;  the  fecond,  that  while  the 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  were  oideavouring  to  con- 
vince the  infidels  of  its  holinefs,  feveral  of  thofe  who 
openly  profefTed  it,  fo  far  from  following  its  max- 
ims, diihonoured  it  by  a  licentious  life,  and  dif- 
credited  it  by  the  moft  crying  aAs  of  injuftice ; 
whence  they  concluded,  tlmt, .  before  they  und^'- 
took  to  convert  thefe  Indians  to  the  faith,  it  was 
abfblutely  neceflary  to  authorize  theni  to  fecure  all 
thofe  they  were  fent  to,  from  the  tyranny  and  bad 
example  of  die  old  chriftians. 

But, 
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Bur,  as  the  firft  fufpicions,  the  Spaniards  con- 
ceived of  this  defign  of  the  miffionaries,  had 
exaQ)cratcd  a  great  numbet  of  thera  againft  thefe 
fathers,  though  they  folemnly  declared,  that  they 
had  nd  rndiahs  in  view,  but  fuch  as  had  not  been 
yi^t  reduced  ;  or  fuch  as  had  entirely  thrown  off 
the  j^oke,  arid  the  SpaniardjB  could  have  no 
hopes  of  putting  it  on  again ;  they  were  obliged 
to  add,  that  they  would  take  upon  them  to  en- 
gage all  the  Indians,  that  fhiould  fubmit  to  their 
condudV,  to  acknowledge  his  catholic  majefty  for 
fheir  Ib^erei^,  and  fwear  the  mofl  unlimited  obcT 
dience  to  him,  as  a  much  more  folid  and  equitable 
manned  of  making  conquefts  than  that  of  armsj 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  much  more  beneficial, 
fince  the  old  iubjefts  cotild  not  be  either  leffened 
or  impoverifhed  by  it. 

Philip  HI.  approved  die  propofal,  and  autho- 
rized it  by  refcfipts,  which  all  his  fucceffors  have 
confirmed,  ^t  it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  fuch  a 
privilege  would  inevitably  fubjedl  the  miffionaries 
who  had  obtained  it,  to  many  contradictions  from 
thofe,  with  whofe  avarice  it  interfered ;  fo  that,  how 
great  fbever  their  courage  mufl  have  been  Co 
readily  to  expoie  themfelves  to  hunger,  thirff,  and 
fatigue,  and  even  the  riioft  cruel  death;  and  all 
merely  with  a  view  of  civilizing  and  convert- 
ing the  mofl  cruel  and  (lupid  favages  ;  it  mull  have 
been  flill  greater,  to  bear  the  fevereft  perfecutbns 
and  the  mofl  atrocious  calunmies,  even  from  the 
domeflics  of  the  faith  and  their  countrymen  5 
and,  ivhat  wis  Wbrfe,  the  rifk  of  feeinjg,  as  it  has 
often  happened,  the  labours  of  feveral  years  de- 
flroyed,  perhaps  in  a  few  hours ;  and  yet  be  2iwKys 
ready  to  begin  agdn  with  redoubled  &idota. 

As  foon  «s  the  two  miffionarki^  hflki  tfftilbli^ed 
tolerable  wd^  iil  the  fotif  redtiftiofts  1  juft  now- 
mentioned,  by  relations  fuited  to  the  capacity  of 

the 
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the  inhabitants,  they  began  to  find  it  neceflaTy  to 
take  Ibme  meafures  for  enabling  the  new  chriftians 
to  engage,  with  equal  arms,  a  neft  of  defperadoes, 
who  were  no  lefs  the  enemies  of  the  Spaniards ;  and 
the  meafures  they  took  fucceeded  fo  well,  that, 
for  more  than  an  age  paft,  inftead  of  being  at- 
tacked themfelves,  they  have  always  been  in  the 
hands  of  their  fellow-fubjefts  the  Spaniards,  the 
fecureft  barrier  againft  their  enemies ;  and  in  thofe 
of  their  common  fovereign,  a  moft  faithful  mi- 
litia to  keep  within  bounds  his  other  fubjedls ;  and 
all  at  the.  fir  ft  notice  without  receiving  any  confide- 
rat ion  from  either.  But,  we  may  very  well  imagine, 
that  fo  fine  an  eftablifliment  could  attain,  only  by 
degrees,  that  point. of  perfedlion,  at  which  lam* 
now  going  to  reprefent  it,  on  the  faith  of  the  moft 
authentic  teftimonies.  *  . 

It  is  an  error  (not  committed,  however,  by  any 
of  thofe,  who  have  examined  with  their  own  eyes 
what  pafles  in  this  chriftian  republic,  and  who  are 
moft  concerned  not  to  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon)  that  the  Jefiiits  are  fo  much  the  maf- 
ters  there,  that  the  Neophytes  acknowledge  no 
authority  but  theirs.  The  countenance  this  error 
has  met  with,  almoft  every  where,  and  ftill  meets 
with  among  a  certain  clafs  of  people,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  refentment  of  fome  private  perfons, 
on  not  being  able  to  obtain,  that  thefe  chrifti- 
ans  (hould  be  given  In  conunand,  like  all  the  other 
new  chriftians  of  Paraguay.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  kings  of  Spain  have  not  only  always  had  as 
much  authority  in  all  the  reductions,  as  in  any 
other  part  of  their  empire  in  America,   but  that 

*  Dodtor  Francis  Xarque,  in  his  eighth  book.  M.  Mura-^ 
tori,  in  his  Chriftianifimo  felice,  Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  in  his 
voyage  to  South  America.  The  decree  of  Phih'p  V.  dated 
the  28  th  of  December,  1743  ;  and  the  letters  of  feveral 
bifliops  and  governors,  who  viiited  them« 

they 
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they  no  where  have  more  dutiful  fubje(fts,  oirfub- 
jeds  who  more  pundlually  execute  their  orders, 
than  the  Indians  who  compofe  them. 

Their  fubmiffion  is  even  fo  much  the  lefs  to 
be  fuipedted,  as  it  is  quite  voluntary,  and  founded 
entirely  on  principles  of  religion,  and  fuch  a  re- 
gard to  their  own  welfare  as  was  never  judged  to 
clafh  with  it.  Their  miffion^ies,  in  proportion 
as  they  formed  them  into  towns,  after  drawing 
them  from  their  woods  and  mountains,  and  made 
them  open  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  the  go(pel, 
never  failed  to  invite  them  to  declare  themfelves- 
fubje&s,  or  vaiTals,  as  the  catholic  kings  exprefe 
it*  in  their  refcripts,  of  the  crown  of  Spai%  by 
fliewing  them  that  it  was  their  duty  in  gratitucfe  (b 
.to  do,  and  the  only  fure  method  or  fecuring  their 
liberty,  and  thofe  new  bleffings  with  which  they 
began  to^be  acquainted.  I  need  not  obferve,  that, 
,  to  obtain  this  point  from  barbarians  accuftomed 
not.  to  acknowledge  any  authority  upon  earth,  not 
even  "that  of  their  Caciques,  but  juft  as  for  as  it 
iuited  their  own  humour,  it  was  nec6flary  to  dilpofe 
therii  by  degrees,  for  fuch  a  facrifice ;  and  that 
their  acquieicencci,"^fter  all,  tnuft  have  been  m  a 
.gr^t  meafuife  the  fruit  of  rfiat  love  and  confidence, 
their' fath^s  in  Jedts  Chrifi:  found  means  to  ac- 
quire >  aktiohg  thenq,  j^by  facrificing  themlelves  on 
every  occafioii  to  ddchd/ their  in terefts,  : 

THE'^w^r  which  thefe  Indians,-  in  a  fliort  time 
after  their  converfiott,-:  had  to  fupport  againft  the 
Portiigueze  of  Brazil,  obliged  their  paftors  to  pro- 
ceed a  ftcp  fiirther.i  '^Hie  impoffibility,  in  which 
thefe,  iathars  ;iaw  them,  to  holdj.oiQt.  againft  ib 
powei^ful  an  enemy,  auihbrized  them^afoggeft  to 
their  converts,  that,  in-  order  to  make  it  the  in- 
tereflixif  the  king  of  Spain  to  Ipare  nothing  to 
proteft  them,  it  was  requifite,  that,  inflead  of  con- 
fining themfclves  to  a  fimple  declaration  of  vaf- 
"""  fallage, 
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'alU^^  they  (hould  take  an  oath  of  unli^iited 
obedience  to  hint),  which  they  need  not  fear  his 
majefty  would  ever  abufe  ;to  oppreis  them,  .fince 
he  had  declared,  that  he  cintended  to  confider 
them  lefs  as  his  vallals,  than  as  his  children  ^  and 
-they  cheerfully  confented  to  the  propofsil. .  As 
long,  however,  as  the  war  lafted,  it  was  not  con- 
(fjftent  with  policy  or  juftice,  confiderir^  their 
great  poverty,  and  the  extreniities  to  whidi .  th^ 
were  oftien  .reduced,  to  fpeak  to  them  of  aay. tri- 
bute j  And,  accordingly^  none  wm  mentioned  to 
them  till  the  .year  ,1649,  whenBhilipJy.  having 
honoured  them  with  the .  title  of  his  nafi>ft  fiufhfiil 
vaflTak,  and  added  to  this  .fayour  the  greateft 
.marks  of  confidence,  fey. declaring  them  tibc/bar- 
jfier  of  Paugiiay  againft  J5ra:^l,  ktely  defaJohfid 
from  the  crown  of  Spain  jn.  confequence  of  ^  ^e  j-e- 
,  volution  .of  Portugal ;  and  j^gain^  die  Indian  na- 
•tic«6,  eneir»e6  to  the  .Spaniards.  Then^  indeed, 
.bits  majefty,  after  i^encwing  the  privilege  3»hichjcx- 
.^empted  thern :  f rcwi  eveuy ,  ferfeice  but  &&  own.  Bad 
from  the  tribvite.paid  by  the.  other  Indiai», .  Hequir- 
^d,  that,  :fpr  the  future,  the  inp«n  irom.  itighteen 
ffo  fifty,  and  they  oidy>fhould|)a^  accowi^a  head  *. 
,k:\^$afi  the  Count  of  Salvatkrra,  .vieeray  of  rPeru, 
^t  regulated  this  tribittr  cfe;^  (hia  m^fty's  or- 
iders.  After .  aU,  i  we .  are  pot  .judge  of .;  their .  lo^ 
alty  and  publick  fpifit  by  tbie  it«blJJie>  The  jfej- 
'iYi0f  s  witiob  ith^y  have  bedi  fince  coofljantlgr  j*en- 
fA^x'm^  |fid  of  vwbich  wei(h^;<rfi«a  baYfcidcQafioa 
4ft6>eak  lUi  rtbe  iiourfe  pf  this  ^hsftory,  ai»i Jthpfotbey 
[ftillx?Qfttipi^ft,tfair*^der,:it0^  their  foverq^  anflahw 
dSpaniftt  fuhj^iv  jYithoutfireceiving  aay ip^,.]Eon- 
tfidttcat3«MJ»ooi:.eyiJnifubfefltence,  /are  fuc3h^  la^  jwfaqn 
^uftfy  jeflinjated,  greatly  .excee^:the  tributCiCKaiSkw 
cfrqcn !  any  odieri  vafl&ls :  of:  dthe  JSpaniOi  dortaniiiBSi  - 
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Ali.  thefe  regulations  were  again  confirmed,  in 
$66 Sj  by  a  decree  of  the  lame  prince  Philip  IV. 
who  ordered,  that  the  penfions  allowed  out  of  the 
royal  treafury,  for  the  fiipport  of  a  miffionary  in 
each  redudtion^  (hould  be  paid  out  of  this  tri- 
bute ;  for,  when  there  are  two  in  a  redudtion, 
which  is  often  the  cafe,  and  almoft  always  necef- 
&ry,  the  fecond  is  fupported  by  his  brethren  of 
the  province,  as  are  Ukcwife  the  two  general  fu- 
periors  of  the  miffionaiieiS,  c»ie  of  whom  refides  in 
the  redudlions  of  tht  Parari5^  ^Hid  the  other  m 
diofe  of  the  Uruguay.    In  lyi'Ji  Phil^  V.  be- 
fore whom  there  had  l>een  laid  a  h:!}^  raeraorial, 
in  Which  the  finaHnds  of  this  tribute,  r^mpared 
with  iac  of  the  <»her  Indians,  being  five  cT^wns 
fi  he^  was  greatly  infifted  ujjon,  f(^id,  notwitrf-' 
Aandir^,  any  dtef  atidn  to  be  made  in  the  r^u^ 
ktiora  already  eftablifeed.    N^y,  his  majdly,  oh 
b^ing  txM  by  fome  bufy  courtier,  that  this  flight 
tributit  was  not  exaftly  paid,  knowing  the  iniSnu- 
ation  no  be  faHe,  not  fenly  recommended,  in  thd 
ibroni^ft  terms,  Ae  Indians  oCtfie  rcduftibns  to 
Ddn  Bruno  MauHce  de  Zavala,  whom  he,  in  thd 
year  i6i6,  appointed  governor  of  Rio  de  fei  Plata, 
but  charged  him  to  give  them  his  royal  word,  that 
he  would  Clever  require  any  greater  acknowledg- 
ment from  them. 

hf  two  decrees  of  Philip  IV.  dated  in  t€so  artd 
i6sZi  ti»  reduftioriSj  we  are  fpeaking  of,  are  dfe- 
cilred  Doarimi  This  is  a  name  given,  m  Spanifh 
America,  to  the  cures  6r  parifhes,  according  to  iis6 
ifeift  meaning  of  th*l  word ;  and  Ae  royal  au- 
4iente  of  Charcas  is  Ukewife  ordered  to  caufe  to  be 
ofaficrved  in  tliefe  doairines  the  ri^t  of  royal  pa- 
tronage. This  right,  h^weVer^  did  ridi  take  place 
HI  therti,  tili  the  year  1654,  Wheih  flicre  iflR^  a 
third  itectBe^  by  wWoh  his  ms^efty  detlired,  that, 
for  ttal  fttttoey  thife  ve^y  reduaions  ihowid  be  ofi 
;  the 
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the  fame  footing  with  the  other  dodtrineiS ; 
the  provincial  of  the  Jefuits,  or,  in  his  abfenc6, 
the  Ihperior  of  the  milfions,  each  in  his  reipec- 
tive  department,  ftiould  prelent,  at  the  departure 
or  death  of  any  miffionary,  three  Jefuits  to  the 
governor  of  the  province,  who,  in  quality  of  vice- 
pai^ron,  was  to  chufe  one  of  them ;  and  that,  if 
the  Jefuits  (hould  refiife  to  fubmit  to  this  regula- 
tion, then  the  governor,  in  conjunction  with  the 
bifliop  of  the  diocefe,  might  name  to  thefe  cures 
other  lecular  or  regular  priefts. 

Bu  T  I  muft  obiferve,  that  this  regulation  was 
made  in  the  moft  critical  circumftances,  that  th^ 
jeluits  ever  found  themfelves  in  fince  their  firft 
eftabliftiment  in  Paraguay.  AU  Spain,  and  even 
all  Europe,  fwarmed  with  the  moft  (hockipg  me- 
morials againft  thefe  miflionaries,  which  were  dif' 
purled  by  the  partizans  of  Don  Bernardinde  Car-* 
denas,  bifliop  of  the  Affumption  ;  and  one  pf  the 
chq.rges,  which  this  prelate  aad  his  folicitor  at  the 
court  of  Spain  brought  againft  them,  with  the 
greateft  confidence,  was,  that,  in  their  new  reduc-^ 
t ions,  they,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  de- 
frauded the  king's  revenue*  This  acculation  the 
jefuits  anfwered  in  a  very  fatisfadtory  manner,  as 
foon  as  the  general  terms,  in  v  hich  it  was  con^ 
ceived,  would  admit.  Befides,  the  nobleman,  who 
then  prefided  in  the  council  of  the  Indies,  happened 
to  be  their  enemy  ;  and  it  was  this  circurnftance, 
more  than  any  other,  that  gave  occafion  to  the 
three  decrees,  now  mentioned.  :   ^ 

In  the  two  firft  of  thefe  pieces,  which  were  ad- 
drefled  to  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  the  king 
left  the  provincial  of  the  jefuits  at  liberty  to  changer 
the  parifh  priefls,  as  often  as  he  thought  proper, 
without  being  fo  much  as  obliged  to  give  his  rea- 
ions  for  fo  doing ;  but  on  the  fame  condition  c^ 
propofing  to  the  governor  three  other  jefuits  to  re- 
place 
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phcc  Hm*,  2Lnd  the  royal  audience  having  com- 
municated thefe  orders  to  the  governor  of  Para- 
guay and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  in  which  the  Reductions 
are  fituated,  thefe  officers  gave  notice  of  it  to  the 
provincial  of  the  jeluits,  who  chearfuUy  fubmitted 
to  his  majefty*s  j^leafure. 

Those,  who  had  brought  upon  the  jefuits  thefe 
marks  of  his  majefty's  diffidence,  little  expedled 
they  would  fo  readily  and  relpeftfuUy  /ubmit  to 
them  •,  for  they  were  meant  as  a  fnare  terfurprize  the 
loyxilty  of  thefe  fathers,  who  were  too  wife  to  give 
ini  to  it.  They  knew  full  well,  and  we  (hall  fee 
manifold  proofs  of*  it  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory, 
that  had  they  anfwered  by  faying,  as  they  might 
widioiit  e^pofing  themfelves  to  be  contradidled, 
that  it  was  againfl  their  inftitute  to  poffefs  lay- 
cures,  their  Reduftions  would  have  been  fpeedily 
deferted  ;  they  did  not  even  make  any  reprefenta- 
tioris  on  the  occafion  ;  but  their  prompt  fubmiffion 
had  a  greater  cfFeft,  than  could  be  expedled  from 
the  ftf  OTgeft.  They  are  not  waating  in  any  thing 
they  owe  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces  and 
bifhops  of  the  diocefes,  in  which  they  have  any  In- 
dians under  their  care,  "  but  as  among  the  three 
perfons,  (fays  Don  Antonio  de  UUoa,  in  his  voy- 
age to  South  America,  Vd.  ii.  B.  i.  Chap.  15.)  re- 
commended on  filch  occalions  to  the  governor^ 
there  will  of  confequence  be  one,  whofe  virtues 
and  talents  render  him  moft  fit  for  the  office; 
and,  as  no  better  judges  of  this  can  be  fuppofed, 
than  the  provincials  of  the  order,  the  governor 
and  bifhop  have  receded  from  their  undoubted 
rights;  and  the  provincials  always  collate. and 
prrfi^  thofe  whofe  merits  are  moft  confpicuous/* 
It  is  not,  therefore,  furprizing,  if  we  find  the  word 
Reduahn  as  often  ufed,  as  that  of  dodrine,  in  the 
hft  fchcdules  and  refcripts  of  the  kings  of  Spain. 

Vol.  I.  T  I HAVB 
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I  HAVE  already  infinuated,  that  there  are  gene* 
rally  twojefuits  in  every  town.  The  fecond  is^lmoft 
always  a  miifionary  newly  arrived  from  Europe, 
or  a  young  prieft,  who  has  juft  finifhed  his  ftudies 
in  the  univerfity  of  Corduba.  He,  at  once,  afts 
as  vicar  under  the  parifh  prieft,  and  learns  to 
fpeak  the  Indian  language.  It  is  even  fometimes 
found  requifite  to  have  a  third  prieft ;  as,  for  eac- 
ample,  when  any  epidemical  licknefe  rages  in  a 
town ;  a  thing  that  often  happens,  and  without 
which  this  republick  would  be  twice  more  popu- 
lous. On  thefe  occafions,  the  Redudions  are  no 
better  than  large  hofpitals  ;  and  two  priefts  would 
never  be  able  to  vifit  the  fick,  adminifter  the 
facraments  to  them,  and  bury  the  dead.  But,  what- 
ever the  number  of  priefts  may  be,  there  reigns 
among  them  the  moft  perfedl  fubordination. 
The  parifh  prieft  is  conftantly  the  fuperior ; 
and,  as  he  has  always  about  him  fix  children  deft 
tined  for  the  fervice  of  the  church,  his  houfe  looks 
like  a  little  convent,  where  evyery  thing  is  done  by 
found  of  bell.  Himfelf,  though  eftabliflied  in  the 
king's  name,  depends,  in  all  things,  on  the  fuperior 
of  the  miflion,  who  is  conftantly  employed  in  vi- 
fiting  the  parifhes  under  his  care ;  and  on  his  pro- 
vincial, whofe  vifits  are  likewife  r^ular,  fo  that 
Don  Antonio  de  UUoa  has  not  faid  too  much,  in 
reprefenting  all  thefe  miilionaries  as  compofing 
one  fingle  and  well  regulated  family. 

The  fathers,  on  their  fide,  repay  thefe  teftimo- 
nies  of  efteem  and  afFedtion  by  a  perpetual  flow  of 
more  than  paternal  tendernefs.  "  The  moft  labori- 
ous part,  (fays  Don  Antonio  de  UUoa,)  of  the  duty, 
belonging  to  the  priefts,  is  to  vifit,  peribnally,  the 
chacaras  or  plantations  of  the  Indians  j  and  in 
this  they  are  remarkably  fedulous,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  confequences  of  that  flothful  difpofition 
fo  natural  to  the  Guaranis,    who,  were  they  not 

frequently 
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frequently  roufed  and  ftimulated  by  the  prefence 
of  the  prieft,  would  abandon  their  work,  or,  at 
leaft,  perform  it  in  a  very  fuperficial  manner.  He 
alfo  attends  at  the  publick  flaughter-houfe,  where, 
every  day,  they  kill  (bme  of  the  cattle ;  large  herds 
of  which  are  kept  for  the  public  ufe  by  the  Indians. 
The  flefli  of  thefe  beails  is  dealt  out  by  the 
priefts,  proportionable  to  the  niftnber  of  perfons 
each  family  confifts  of,  fo  that  every  one  has  a  fuf- 
ficiency  to  fupply  the  calls  of  nature,  but  nothing 
for  wafte.  He  alfo  vifits  the  fick,  to  fee  that  they 
want  for  nothing,  and  are  attended  with  that  care 
and  tendernefs  their  condition  requires.  Thefe 
charitable  employments  take  up  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  day,  as  often  to  leave  him  no  time  for  affift- 
ing .  the  father  coadjutor  in  the  fervices  of  ihe 
church." 

The  number  ofreduftions  is,  at  prefent,  thirty, 
of  which  the  thirteen,  neareft  to.  the  Parana  are 
within,  the  diocefe  of  the  Affumption.  They 
were  within  the  government  of  Paraguay,  till 
the  year  1726,  when,  forreafons  I  (hall  mention 
hereafter,  Philip  V»  diredted  provifionally  and  till 
further  orders,  that  they  Ihould  be  under  the  jurif- 
didtion  of  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Some 
time  after  fthis,  the  governors  not  only  gave  the 
Neophytes  fome  unnesdinefs  in  regard  to  their  tri- 
bute ;  but  ftrenuoufly  folicited  the  king  to  increafe 
it.  But.  his  majefty,  far  from  complying  with 
their  reprefentations,  iffued  a  decree  dated  the  28th 
t)f  December  1743^  to  forbid  any  addition  to  be 
made  to  it. .  He  even  declared,  that  he  forgave  the 
NeojJijrtes  the  fumsthey  might  then  happ^  to  owe 
his  treafury  5  and  gave  cwrders  to  inform  them^  that 
it  was  to  acknowledge  their  loyalty,  and  their  impor-^ 
tant  fervices,  he  granted  them  this  indulgence. 

These  fervices,  which  we  (hall  likewife  (peak 
ofv  as'occafion  offers,  added  to  what  the  Spaniards 
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are  often  expofed  to  fuffer  ftom  the  unconquered  or 
revoked  Indians,  are  a  proof,  which,  from  day  to 
day,  becomes  more  ^ring,  that  it  was  the  intereft 
of  all  the*  Europeans  to  treat  the  people  of  America 
in  the  fame  manner,  in  which  tbe  jefuits  of  Para- 
guay have  treated  them,  though  they  have  been 
often  charged  with  it,  and  even  perfecuted  for  it,  as  a 
capital  crime.  But  what  proves  ftill  better,  the  in- 
veteracy with  which  their  defigns  have  been  tra- 
verfed,  is,  that  while  the  Indians,  under  other  re- 
ligious and  fome  fecular  priefts,  were  exempt 
frctfti  paying  tythes  to  their  biihops,  the  jefuits  alone 
were  attacked  on  that  fcore.  An  edi^  was  even 
obtained,  in  1 694,  by  which  they  were  ordered  to 
pay  them.  But  the  chapter  of  the  Affumption, 
having  reprefented  to  the  council,  that  no  tythes  had 
ever  been  required  from  the  other  Indians,  thou^ 
better  able  to  pay  than,  the  council  voted,  that  it 
would  be,'  perhaps,  dangerous  to  mfift  upon  their 
compliance.  In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome 
perfoiis  were  for  having  Don  Tofeph  Paralta, 
b(ftop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  exa£t  tne  tithes  of  the 
fevelnteen  reduift  ions  within  his  dioccfe;  but  this  pre^ 
kte  V6ry  prudently  aniwered,  that  it  was  impoifible 
for  him  to  think  of  loading  them  with  any  fuch  bur^ 
den,  as  lat^  as  he  h^  ocular  demonftration  of 
their  bekig  no  way  able  to  fuppcxrt  k. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  the  interior 
govtrmiem  of  the  reduftionaf  ciepends:  chiefly 
upon  tlie  mtfllonaries;  The  limiced  londerftanding 
^f  their  NeojAytes  requires,  that; they  ihculd^ter 
inta  all  their  affairs,  and  direft  rfiem  in  ^  ^ 
^enhafporal  ae  wdl  as  in  their  ^iritvaal 
Every  town,  howtever, .  has  the  fame  officers  of  jai^ 
ti'ce  and  o^  police  with  the  fpanifh  towns;  a  cor-^ 
regidor^  regidors,  and  alcades,  all  chofen  by  die 
fediahd  theilifelves  with  the  aififtante  of  ilieir 
nuffionarieS)  liut  afterwards  confirmed  by  ttb 
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fopreme  governor  of  the  province.  As,  however, 
there  is  no  laying  any  great  ftrefe  on  the  capa^ 
city  qF  thefe  officers,  tl  ley  are  not  permitted 
to  decide  any  thing  of  importance,  and  niuch 
left  inflidl  any  puaiftiment,  without  the  appro- 
bation of  their  paftors.  The  punifhments,  after 
all,  ccMifift  in  nothing  but  prayers,  fading,  con- 
finement, and  fometimes  whipping ;  thefe  Neoph)r- 
tes  committing  no  faults  that  deferve  any  feverer 
animadverfion,  Before  confinement,  care  is  taken 
to  make  them  l^fible  of  their  faults  in  the  mildeft 
manner  ;  a  ta(k  no  way  difficult,  confidering  the 
goodnefs  oi  their  difpofition.  Accordingly,  not 
one  of  t^iem  has  ever  been  known  to  prove  refrac- 
tory unde^  it,  or  exprefs  the  leaft  refentment  againft 
his  judges-  ^Jndeed  the  love  and  veneration,  fays 
Don  Antonio  UUoa,  the  Indians  pay  their  paftors, 
are  fo  great,  that  could  they  be  guilty  of  enjoining 
an  unjuft  punifliment,  the  fufFering  party  would 
impute  it  to  Ws  own  demerits,  being  firmly  perr- 
fuaded  that  the  priefts  never  do  any  thing  withotrt 
a  fufficient  reafon."  To  conclude,  there  is  in  every 
town  a  Cacique,  who  is,  as  it  were,  the  governor: 
in  chief;  but  he  attends  to  little,  but  military  affairs. 
He  is,  however,  exempt  from  tribute,  as  is  like- 
wife  his  eldeft  fon. 

It  has  been  judged  requifite  to  ufe  the  greateft 
precautions,  to  hinder  thefe  new  chriftians  from 
having  any  correfpondence  with  the  Spaniards ;  Co 
that  no  Spaniards  are  permitted  to  enter  their 
towns,  but  fuch  as  wait  on  thebilbop  and  gover* 
nor^  The  neceflity  of  this  precaution,  befides  be- 
ing proved  by  experience,  muft  appear  to  any  one 
who  has  the  leaft  opportunity  of  confidering  the 
wide  difference  between  thefe  Neophytes,  and  thofe 
in  whofe  favour  it  has  not  been  obferved.  The 
miffionary  fathers  will  not  now  allow,  (ays  Don  An- 
tonio de  Ulk)a,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peru  to 
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converfe  with  their  Indians,  the  decline  of  fomedf 
tiie  latter,  frpip  their  primitive  hap^els  and  piety 
being  found  to  proceed  entirely  from  too  open  an 
intercourfc  between  them  and  the  latter. 

Nay,  their  paftors  have,  as  yet,  in. a  manner, 
hindered  them  from  fpeaking  fpanilh,  barely  teach- 
ing the  children,  in  general,  to  read  and  wi*ite 
in  that  language;  and  thqfe  alone  are  taught  tp 
read  and  write  the  latin,  who  are  deftined  to  fing 
in  the  churches ;  but,,  what  ever  they  are  applied  to, 
they  take  it  up  in  a  furpri^ing  manner.  To  hear 
them  read  thefe  languages,  one  would  imagine  they 
underftoo4  them  perfeftly  well ;  ^nd  a§  to  writing 
them,  they  copy  manufcripts  in  thqm  without  a  An- 
gle fault,  and  in  a  very  fine  hand.  Tkeye  is  adtually 
a  very  large  one  of  their  copying  at  Madrid,  which 
would  do  honour  to  the  beft  copiers  of  Europe, 
both  in  point  of  beauty  and  exadtnefe.  The 
^motive  which  hindered  the  miflioparies  from  going 
[greater  lengtlps  with  theip*  was,  that  they  never 
left  home,  on  any  military  expedition,  or  to  carry 
on  the  king's  works,  without  a  miffionjary  to  ferve 
them,  not  only  as  chaplain,  but  likewife  as 
interpreter.  Befides,  their  manners  could  hardly 
efcape  corruption,  were  they  tp  communi^te  with 
tne  Spaniards.  Philip  V.  however^  fearing  that 
this  referve  might  be  interpreted  to  the  difad- 
vantage  of  the  jefuits,  ordered,  by  his  decree  of 
the  20th  of  December  1743,  that  they  fliould  be 
all  taught  to  fpeak  fjpanifti.  But,  confidering  their 
great  jeluftance  tp  learn  this  language,  the  execu- 
tion of  his  majefty's  orders  will,  it  is  probable,  be 
attended  with  very  great  difficulties. 

We  have  already  oft^n  obferved,  that  thefe  In-^ 
dians  are,  by  n^tur^ ,  of  a  very  limited  capacity,  and 
underftand  nothing,  but  what  immediately  falls 
under  the  fenfes.  This  dulnefs  of  apprehenfion 
appeared  to  the  firft  mifTionaries,  to  fall  little  ftiort 
pf  (jowi^right  ftupidity ;  and  they,  accordingly,  re- 

mainec^ 


OF    PARAGUAY.  263 

mainedin  fufpenfe  for  fome  time,  whether  it  waS 
proper  to  adminifter  to  them  any  facrament,  but 
that  of  baptifm.  But,  being  too  wife  to  decide  for 
them{elves>  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence, 
they  confiilted  the  bifliops  of  Peru  aflembled  in 
council  at  Lima ;  and  received  for  anfwer,  that  they 
ihould  be  very  cautious  how  they  admitted  them 
to  the  other  facram.:nts.  It  foon,  Hbwever,  plainly 
appeared,  that  the  interior  mafter,  who  gives  under- 
ilanding,  when  he  pleafes,  to  infants,  communi- 
cated himfelf  in  a  fenfible  manner  to  thefe  new 
<:hriftians.  And,  perhaps,  there  never  appeared  a 
more  convmcing  proof,  that  our  holy  religion  is 
the  'only  true  one  ;  fince,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
implants  in  the  heart  the  moft  noble  and  elevated 
feritiments,  •it  proportionably  opens  and  improves 
^he  undefftanding. 

They  fiicceed,  as  it  were  by  inftindt,  in  all  the 
«rts,  to  which  they  are  applied  ;  but,  then,  they 
-have  been  applied  to  fuch  only,  as  were  thought 
jrequifite  to  exempt  them  from  the  neceflity  of 
having  recourfe  to  foreign  affiftance.  As  yet,  they 
have  not  difcovered  any  talent  for  invention  ;  but 
-they  were  foon  obferved  to  poflefs  that  of  imita- 
tion in  a  fovereign  degree.  It  is  enough,  for  exam- 
ple, to  (hew  them  a  cracifix,a  candleftick,  a  cencer ; 
and  give  them  materials  for  making  others.  They 
xx>py  them  fo  well,  that  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  dif- 
4inguilh  their  work  from  the  pattern.  They  have 
been  known  to  make,  on  bare  infpedtion,  the  moft 
intricate  organs  -,  as  alfo  aftronomical  (pheres, 
turkey  carpets,  and  other  moft  curious  manufac- 
tures. They  engrave  upon  brafs,  after  giving  it  a 
due  poliih,  all  the  figures  traced  before  them. 
They  have  naturally  a  juft  air,  and  an  uncommon 
tafte  for  mufick  ;  and  touch,  as  well  as  make,  to 
admiration,  all  forts  of  mufical  inftruments.  Fa- 
ther Cattaneo,  whom  I  have  already  cited,  aflures 
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usy,  that  he  has  feen  a  child  not  more  than  twelve 
perform  on  the  harp,  with  a  fure  and  eafy  hand, 
the  moft  difficult  anthems  of  Sologna.  They 
have,  befides,  a  fweet  and  ft)norous  pipe,  which,  ao-  . 
pording  to  what  I  have  already  iaid,  is  attributed  to 
the  waters  of  their  rivers.  Thele  uncommon  talents 
JTor  muiic  engaged  the  miiHonaries  to  e(labli(h  <^hoirs 
in  all  their  churches ;  experience  having  (hewn 
that  nothing  contributes  more  to  infpire  them  with 
devotion  ;  give  them  a  ftrong  liking  to  divine  fer- 
vice ;  and  make  them  more  readily  comprehend 
the  infiirudions  proper  for  them,  which,  for  thi§ 
purpofe^  have  been  all  fet  tp  muiick. 

Tills  natural  tafte  for  mufick  was,^  likewife,  of 
great  fervice  in  helping  to  people  thfi  firfl  Reduo- 
tions.  For  the  jefuits,  having  obferved  in  their 
journeys  by  water,  that,  as  fbon  as,  to  recfeate  then>- 
ielves  in  an  innocent  and  holy  manner^  they  began 
to  fine  any  fpiritual  canticle,  crowds  of  Indians 
flocked  to  the  banks,  and  feepied  to  take  a  partis 
ctilar  liking  to  their  n^ufick,  they  inaproved  Ac 
opportunity  to  emlain  to  them  the  fubjedt  of  their 
fongs  J  when,  as  u  the  melody  had  change4  their 
hearts^-and  rendered  them  fufceptible  of  the  foiti*- 
ments,  with  which  the  fathers  longed  to  infpire 
them,  they  6ailly  prevailed  on  the  poor  creatures 
to  follow  them ;  and  gradually  infinuated  into  their 
hearts,  the  moft  elevated  fentimeate  of  religion  j 
thus  realizing  in  thefe  fiivage  countries,  what 
fiible  relates  of  Amphion  and  Orpheus. 

EverV  ReduCtbn  has  two  fchools.  In  one,  the 
children  learn  to  read  ^nd  write ;  in  the  other^ 
to  dance;,  fing,  and  play  upon  all  the  inftrumeats 
petmitted  to  be  ufed  in  divine  fervice,  which  they 
do,  like  the  birds,  as  it  ivere  by  inftin<9t,  Dori 
Antonio  de  Ullo^  fays,  that  fomeof  them  are  taught 
latin,  and  learn  it  very  well  j  but,  I  believe,  all  their 
knowledge  of  it  oanfifts  in  readbg  and  pronounc?' 
ing  it  corredtly.     Father  Cattaneo  was  furnrized, 
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ttt  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  to  fee  a  young  Neo- 
phyte afcend  the  pulpit  in  the  refeftory  of  the  col- 
lege there,  in  order  to  read  in  meal  time ;  but  more 
fo,  to  hear  him  read  both  the  latin  and  fpahifli  lan- 
guages, as  well  as  if  he  was  perfe^ftly  well  acqijainted 
with  both. 

Theue  are,  every  where,  workfliops  for  gilders, 
painters,  and  fculptors ;  gold,  filver,  and  other 
Smiths  ;  clockmakers,  carpenters,  joiners,  weavers, 
and  founders ;  in  a  word,  for  all  the  arts  and  trades, 
that  can  be  ufeful  to  them.  As  foon  as  the  children 
are  old  enough  to  begin  to  work,  they  are  taken  to 
thefe  WOTklhops,  and  applied  to  the  bufmefs  which 
they  cxprefe  the  greateft  liking  for,  from  a  perfua- 
jSon,  that  art  is  to  be  guided  by  nature.  Their 
firft  mafters  were  lay4)rother  jefuits,  fcnt  for,  on 
purpofc  to  inftrudt  them.  Sometimes,  the  fathers 
themfelves  have  been  obliged  to  drive  the  plow,  and 
handle  the  (pade,  to  initiate  them  in  hufbandry ; 
^d  engage  them,  by  their  example,  to  cultivate  the 
^arth ;  to  ibw  and  to  reap.  To  conclude,  thefe 
Neophytes  Imve  built,  after  defigns  fiimilhed  them 
bytheje(uits,  fuch  churches,  as  would  not  diigrace 
the  greati^ft  cities  in  Spain  or  Peru,  either  in  regard 
to  the  beauty  of  their  ftru^qre,  or  the  richnds 
atKl  good  tafte;  of  their  fecred  veflels  and  ornaments 
of  every  kind. 

This  is  not  the  cafe  with  their  houfes.  For  a 
great  many  years,  nothing  could  be  more  mean 
$uid  fimple,  being  buik  with  canes  covered  with 
plaifter  ^  without  window  or  chimney  5  without 
feats  or  beds ;  in  a  mannor  without  any  fumi- 
tmp^.  The  whole  family  fet  on  the  floor;  and 
iay  m  hammocks,  which  were  not  to  be  fecn  in 
*e  day  tinie ;  the  finok^  of  the  fires,  which 
they  made  in  the  center  of  their  cabins,  had  no  tf- 
foe,  nor  die  li^t  of  the  ftm  any  entrance,  but 
by  the4oon  At  prdfbiM:,  tfieir  hod^  are^  conve- 
nient, 


266  THE    HISTORY 

nient,  as  neat,  and  as  well  furnifhed,  as  thofe  of 
the  conunon  Spaniards.  They  have  even  be- 
gun to  build  them  with  flone  and  cover  them 
with  tile. 

The  work  of  the  women  is  regulated  as  wdl  as 
that  of  the  men.  It  confifts  chiefly  in  fpinning. 
The  beginning  of  every  week,  every  woman  re- 
ceives a  certain  quantity  of  wool  and  cott(Mi, 
which  (he  muft  return  the  Saturday  night  following, 
ready  for  the  loom.  They  are,  likewife,  now  and 
then,  put  to  certain  country  labours,  which  do  not 
.  furpafs  their  ftrength  and  capacity. 

The  trade  thefe  Indians  carry  on,  to  procure 
.what  their  country  does  not  afford,  confifts  chiefly 
in  wild  wax  and  honey ;  and  the  herb  of  Paraguay, 
of  which  they  have  every  where  made  plantations ; 
the  fale  of  it  being  certain,,  as  no  one  in  this  country 
can  do  without  it.  I  faid,  that  the  firft  plants  of 
this  vegetable  were  brought  from  the  canton  of  Ma- 
.racayu,  wh^ere  the  beft  kind  of  it  grows  naturally ; 
.but  they  have  degenerated  very  litde  in  the  reduc- 
tions. This  trade  is  fufficiently  explained  in  the  de- 
cree of  Philip  V.  whiph  I  have  already  fo  often 
cited.  Some  perfons  have  cenfured  the  manner  of 
carrying  it  on,  though  every  circumflance  of.  it  is 
authorized:  by^the  fover^ign^  who  plainly  faw  how 
indifpenfabjy  neceflary  it  was  for  the  prefervation  of 
this  republick. 

We  (hall  fee,  in  its  place,  what  reafons  the  mif- 
^ionaries  had  for  afking  for  their  Neophytes,  and 
the  kir;igs  of  Spain  for  granting  them,  the  ufe^of  fire 
jarms.     This  privilege  wa$,  in  /adt,  abfblutely  ne- 
ceflary to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  moft  crud 
ilavery  ^ ,  lox  b  -  ing  difperfed  over  the  woods  and 
Imountaini^  V  and  th^t  too,  without  being  fure  of  .ef- 
caping  the  hands  of  their  inveterate  purfuers.    I 
may^  even  venture  to  affirni,   that  the  kings  of 
Spain,  an4  their  fpani(ljL  fubjed§,  ^re  thofe,"who 
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reap,  at  prefent,  the  greateft  benefit  from  this  in- 
dulgence, though  the  latter,  from  principles  of 
felf  intereft,  omitted  nothing  to  have  it  repealed ; 
£q  that,  for  many  years  together,  the  royal  council 
of  the  Indies  was  more  taken  up  with  difcuflions 
about,  it,  than  with  any  other  bufinefe  relating  to 
the  Spanilh  dominions  in  America.  But  the  intereft 
of  the  ftate,  joined  to  that  of  religion,  prevailed  at 
iaft.  Philip  V.  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  it  is 
more  the  intereft  of  the  miffionaries  than  of  any 
others,  to  hinder  their  Neophytes  from  abufing 
this  liberty  of  being  conftantly  well  arm^d,  con- 
fines himfelf,  in  his  decree  of  the  aSth  of  Decem- 
ber 1743,  to  the  recomnjending  to  the  provincial 
of  thejefuits,  to  deliberate  with  his  brethren  on 
the  means  of  preventing  any  inconveniencies  that 
mi^t  be  apprehended  from  it ;  ordering  him,  in 
<:afe  there  ftiould  appear  the  lead  fign  of  any  ten- 
dency to  an  infurreftion,  to  give  early  notice  of  it 
*to  the  council,  and  let  them  know  what  meafures 
it.may  be  proper  to  take  to  prevent  a  furprize.  But 
there  is  fo  much  the  lefs  reafon  to  apprehend  any 
.thing  like  a  revolt  among,  the  Neophytes,  that 
thdr^happincfs  and  fecurity  depend  entirely  on 
theii?  loyalty,  which  nothing  but  an  attempt  upon 
their  liberties  can  impair ;  and  none,  certainly,  but 
the  enemies  of  the  king,  or  of  the  ftate,  can  poC- 
.fibly  think  of  making  any  fuch  attempt, 
•  Sevier  A  l  perfons  imagine,  that,  in  this  republicki 
riifere  is  no  private  property  5  but  that,  every  week^ 
€ach  family  receives  the  neceffary  food ;  and,  frcan 
time  to  time,  the  other  necelTary  articles  for  their 
ful^fifl^nce.  Some  fuch  regulatkm  might  poflibly 
-have  exifted,  when  thofe  Indians,  but  newly 
mnited,  were  not  inr:  a  capacity  to  procure  then*- 
"feivesy  by,  their  labours,  a  certain  and  regtllar 
•  fupply.  <rf  the  neceflaries  of  life;  rior  well  efti^ 
blilhed    in  places    of.  fufficient    fecurity.  -    Exit 
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in  procefs  of  time,  and  efpecialiy,  fince  they  hav^ 
been  no  longer  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  ob^ 
liged  to  remove  from  place  to  pierce,  there  has  beea 
affigned  to  every  family  a  j^ece  of  land,  fufficicnt^ 
if  ^operly  cultivated,  to  fupply  it  with  the  ner 
<«flaries  of  life  j  for,  as  to  fuperfluities,  they  are,  as 
yet,  ftrangers  to  them.  Andt  confidermjg  their 
natural  dilpofuion,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  brought  up,  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  hope,  they  will  ever  continue  fo.  The  miffion* 
aries,  indeed,  know  the  full  amount  of  what  their 
lands  produce.  It  is  the  fame  thing  >  in  regard  to 
their  commerce,  which  cannot  be  carried  on  but 
under  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  arc  moft  concernedi 
carefully  to  inipec^  it. 

All  the  lands  of  the  country,  where  the  Rc^- 
duftions  are  fuuated,  are  not  equally  good  few  the 
fame  things.  In  thofe,  which  lie  neareft  the  tro* 
picks,  as  the  environs  of  the  Parana  for  example, 
there  13  plenty  of  honey,  wax,  mai?,  and  cotton ; 
thofe  morjB,to  the  South  yield  wool,  hemp,  and 
wheat;  and  abound,  bcfides,  in  good  pafturcs. 
The  woods  and  the  rivers  are  every  where  well 
Rocked  with  game.  Barter  fupplii^  Ae  defici- 
encies of  nature.  Gold  and  filver  (bines  no 
where  but  cm  the  altars.  But,  bcfides  thefe  ipots 
of  ^ound,  that  have  been  giv:en  in  fee  to  every  fer 
ther  of  a  family  i  mid  which  ar^  cleared  in  proportbn 
^  the  Redujftions  become  more  populous,  there 
are  fome  that  belong  to  the  community,  and  die 
produce  of  which  is  depofitcd  in  the.  publidk  mar 
gazines  againft  lanforefeen  ^fccidents^  for  the  re-^ 
pairs  of  the  chwches,  and  every  thing  relating  to 
divine  wOrfliip;,  for  the  fuj^rt  of  widows,  andor-^ 
phans,  the  fick.  and  the  infirm,  thofe  emplc^cd  in 
the  fervice  of  the  altar,  or  aimmandpdi  to  any 
4iftan(^e,  to  ferve  his  majefty  in  a  civil  6r  m^lijcfry  * 
capacity ;  for  the  mai];itenance  of  the  Caciquies,  coiv 
;  regidors, 
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regidors,  and  other  civil  and  military  officers ;  for 
the  poor^  whatever  the  caufe  of  their  poverty  may 
be  5  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  bad  crops,  even 
for  other  towns ;  for  the  Indians^  in  all  their  hecef* 
fitiefi,  affift  each  other  to  the  beft  of  their  power. 
The  furphis,  if  there  happens  to  be  any,  is  added 
to  the  goods  to  be  fold  for  paying  the  king's 
tribute,  and  purchaflng  fuch  military  ftores  as  the 
king  <k^  not  fupply  them  with ;  and,  in  a  word, 
gc4d,  filver,  copper,  iron,  and  fteel,  for  the  con- 
firuiftion  of  arms  and  the  decoration  of  their 
altars. 

The  Reduftions  are  pretty  large ;  the  ftreets 
4>f  them  quite  ft  rait,  and  the.houfes  uniform.  In 
the  center  of  every  Redudtion  there  is  a  fquare, 
which  the  church  faces,  and  likewife  the  arfenal, 
in  which  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  are  laid 
up.  Here  the  Indians  exercife  every  week ;  fot 
there  are,  in  every  town,  two  companies  of  militia, 
whofe  officers  have,  according  to  their  refpedtivd 
f  anks,  very  handfome  uniforms  laced  with  gold  and 
jRlver  5  but  they  never  wear  them  except  when  they 
exercife  cm:  take  tite  field.  The  civil  officers  have, 
likewife,  proper  habits  to  diftinguilh  them.  As  to 
the  common  drefs,  it  confifts,  for  the  men,  in  a  waift-^ 
coat  and  breeches,  very  like  thofe  worn  by  the  Spa- 
niards ;  and  above  all  a  frock  of  white  cloth,  which 
reaches  betow  the  knee.  This  fi"ock,  is  fometimes* 
Inlade  of  a  coloured  ctoth ;  and  is  then  a  rtiark  01 
4%iri£^ibn  altowed  only  to  merit.  The  Women^s 
dt^fe  coftfifts  in  a  ftrift  With^mt  fleeves^  that  reaches 
to  the  feet,  and  6tct  it  a  gown  fotitewhat  loofe  and 
ftj^4}g.  But  wheft  employed  in  the  fields,  they 
wear  nothing  but  the  former.  When  they  carry 
any  burdtft,  they  tie  h  to  the  two  ends  of  a  broad 
ftrap,  which  they  pafe  c^er  the  forehead  like  the 
*roitteii  among  the  fitvages  of  Canada.  Both  men 
ai^  Wc^iie^  go  bariei^egged,  bare*footed  and  bare- 
ftciaded.    The  women's  hair  ferves  them  for  a  veil, 

The 
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The  miffionaries  have  their  boufes  next  to  th^ 
church.  The  ftore-houfes,  work-ftiops,  and  gra-* 
naries  for  containing  the  produce  of  the  common 
grounds,  which  are  always  cultivated  at  the  com-* 
mon  expence,  ftand  all  upon  the  fame  line.  In  the 
Reduftions  fituated  at  a  great  diftance  from  Spa- 
ni(h  towns  or  navigable  rivers,  iron  and  fteel  are 
fo  fcarce,  that  the  Indians  are  often  obliged  to 
make  their  tools  of  ftone,  or  of  wood  hardened 
by  fire.  Their  bell  metal  they  get  from  Co- 
quimbo,  a  town  of  Chili,  where  they  purchafe  it 
in  exchatige  for  fuch  of  their  commodities  as  they 
can  there  find  a  vent  for.  Not  only  thofe  who  carry 
on  this  traffick,  but  in  general  all  thofe  who  go  with 
any  goods  for  fale  from  the  Reductions  to  the  Spa-- 
nifh  fettlements,  are  defrayed  by,  and  have  lifcewife 
their  lands  cultivated  at  the  expence  of  the  publick.^ 
As  to  the  produce  of  thofe  goods,  it  is  well  known  j 
the  rates  being  all  fixed,  fo  as  to  admit  of  no  im- 
pofition  or  difpute. 

In  fpite  of  this  police,  and  all  the  meafures  takeii 
to  prevent  any  one  wanting  the  neceffaries  erf"  life, 
the  miflionaries  find  it  a  very  difficult  tafk  to 
piake  all  things  anfwer*  This  is  owing  to  three 
failings  in  their  Neophytes,  which  they  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  cor  reft  \  namely,  their  litde 
forefight,  their  lazinefs,  and  their  want  of  oecono- 
mv,  in  confequence  of  which  they  often  come  ftiort 
of  feed  for  their  lands.*  On  this  occafion  there 
is  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  affifting  them ;  but  thea 
they  are  obliged  to  return,  after  harveft,  a  quantity 
of  grain  equal  to  that  lent  them  to  procure  it.  As 
to  other  provifions,  if  the  miffionaries  did  not  keep 
a  very  watchful  eye  over  them,  they  would,  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  not  have  a  morfel  to  eat.  This  is  likewife 
owing  to  fo  infatiable  an  appetite,  that,  a  few 
moments  after. they  have  fluffed  their  bellies,  they 
are  ready  for  a  new  meal.    Nay,  the  miflionaries, 

at 
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atfirft,  could  not  fo  much  as  leave  to  their  difcretion 
the  biJlocks  employed  in  agriculture,  left  through 
Jazinefe  they  ftiould  leave  them  unyoked,  when 
their  work  was  over ;  and  even  tear  them  to  pieces^ 
and  devour  them,  as  it  has  often  happened  ^  whe» 
their  being  hungry  was  all  the  excufe  that  could  be 
got  out  of  them. 

This  has  obliged  the  mlifionaries  to  appoint 
overfeers,  whovint  every  place  exactly,  to  lee  if 
the  Indians  mind  their  bufinefs,  and  keep  their 
cattle  in  good  order ;  and  have  a  power  to  punifli 
them,  when  they  find  them  in  fault,  which  feldom 
happens  at  prefent.  Befides,  when  it  does,  they 
readily  confefs  their  guilt  and  fubmit  to  the  fentence 
pronounced  on  them.  All  their  faults  are  the  f^Mks^ 
of  children ;  and,  indeed,  they  continue  children^ 
in  many  refpedts,  all  their  lives ;  but  then  it  is  with 
all  the  good  qualities  peculiar  to  that  age.  In  fpite^ 
however,  of  all  the  precautions  we  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of,  the  mifliqnaries  often  find  it  neceffary  to 
have  recourfe  to  other  expedients,  to  enable  feveral 
families  to  hold  out  to  the  end  of  the  year;  no 
be^ary  being  tolerated  in  this  republick,  for  fear 
of  introducing  theft,  and  encouraging  lazinefs. 
The  fureft  method  hitherto  found  out  to  correct 
this  laft  failing,  is  to  condemn  the  delinquent  to 
cultivate  the  referved  lands,  of  which  we  have 
fpoken,  and  which  are  called  Gad's  poffejfion  or 
inheritance ;  but  then,  as  (uch  workmen  are  not  to 
be  depended  upon,  care  is  taken  to  ailbciate  with 
them  others  of  known  diligence.  The  fathers  of 
families  are  likewife  obliged  to  fend  their  children 
there  very  early,  in  order  to  form  and  inure  them 
to  labour.  Every  child's  talk  is  adjufted  to  his 
ftrcngth ;  and  there  is  no  pardon  for  thofe  who  do 
not  perform  it. 

One  of  the  ^eateft  advantages  derived  from  tUs 
police  iS|  that  it  keeps  every  one  employed.    It 

maintains 
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maintains,  bcfides,  not  only  in  every  town,  biff 
through  the  whole  republick,  fo  perfaft  an  union, 
that  ftrangcrs  cannot  help  obferving  it  at  firft  fight. 
There  are  no  quarrels  or  law-«fuits  to  be  (cen  here  j 
mine  and  your j  are  unknown  words ;  becaufe,  it  is, 
in  fad,  to  have  no  exclufive  property ;  to  be  always 
ready  to  divide  the  little  one  has,  with  thofe  that 
want  it ;  and  to  have  one's  attention  as  much,  and 
lomcrimes  even  more,  taken  up  with  the  concerns 
of  others,  than  one's  own.  It  is  thus,  the  authors 
of  this  eftablifhment  have  made  the  very  failings 
of  thefe  Indians  contribute  to  procure  them  the 
greateft  bleffings  of  fociety,  and  the  conftant  prac- 
tice of  the  firft  of  all  chriftian  virtues,  which 
is  charity.  There  is  but  one  thing  ftill  wantinjg 
to  compleat  their  happincfe,  and  that  is,  an  hofpi-* 
tal  and  a  good  difpenfary  for  medicines,  in  every 
town,  or  at  leaft  in  every  canton ;  fuch  as  are  to 
be  met  among  the  Moxes,  where  the  jefuits  of  Peru 
have  formed  a  republick  on  the  model  of  that  of 
the  Guaranis.  But  thefe  fathers  found  refourceS 
for  this  purpofe,  which  are  not  to  be  expefted  in 
Paraguay,  where  there  are  no  opulent  perfons,  and 
the  Spaniards,  befides,  have  no  great  afFeftion  jfo|: 
Indians,  who  depend  immediately  on  the  fovereign, 
and  ferve  only  the  ftate. 

Wh  a  t  contributes  ftill  more  to  maintain  among 
thefe  new  chriftians  that  furprizing  harmony  we 
have  mentioned,  is  the  fiibordination  and  ^od  un- 
derftanding  that  prevails  among  their  foiritual  go- 
vernors. Thofe,  who  have  hitherto  had  the  imme- 
diate condud  of  this  flock  gathered  together 
by  their  labours,  never  confidered  themielves,  iii 
any  Aation  whatfoever,  otherwife,  than  as  the 
inftruments  of  the  biftiops  in  whofe  diocefe  they 
labour ;  fo  that  every  thing  publiftied  againft  them 
on  this  head  has  fallen,  of  it^f,  to  the  ground ;  or 
has  been  unanfwerably  refuted  by  the  moft  holy 

prelates. 
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prelates,  thje  province  of  Paraguay,  Tucumad, 
aod  Bueoos  Ayres,  ever  enjoyed.  Thefc  milfio^ 
naries  never  took  any  ft^  to  enter  upon  this  great 
work,  or  Ij^riog  it  to  perfedion,  but  with  the  con- 
ij(qnt,  and  by  t^e  authority,  of  their  bifhops  y  and 
Qever  a^efked  any  independence  in  the  exercife  of 
their  funftioos*  They  never  ufed  the  privilege! 
granted  to  theon  by  the  holy  fee,  but  in  the  iame 
manner,  ia  w^b  other  reHgbus  mofl  fubmiifive  to 
theif  bilhops,  ^very  wfaef  e  uSiib  them.  They  have 
eveo  been  mo*e  referved.  For,  thou^  the  kings 
of  Spain  h^d  wthorized  them  to  eftablifh  Re- 
du6kion6  wherever  they  thought  proper,  and  govern 
fijch  Redudtiofl(s  under  the  diredlion  of  their  fupe- 
riors,  they  never  made  any  difficulty  to  refign  their 
{dace3  to  any  other  paflors  the  hifliops  were  pleafed 
to  appoint,  though  they  knew  their  departure  Would 
be  folbwed  by  the  diiperfion  of  their  flock,  as  it  has 
often  happened. 

The  bifbops  feldom  vifit  tile  Reduftians,  ef* 
peciaily  thofe  of  the  diocdfe  of  Buenos  Ayres,  be-^ 
caufe  they  lie  at  a  great  diftance  from  that  city. 
Thefe  journeys,  befides,  are  very  fatiguing ;  very 
dangerous;  and  attended  with  greater  expence, 
than  thefe  prelates,  whofc  revenues  are  very  fcanty, 
can  well  afford,  though  defrayed,  in  a  great  mea-» 
fure,  by  the  Ipdians  themfelves. .  It  is  well  known, 
however,  that  it  is  not  the  fault,  either  of  thefe 
Indians,  or  their  miffionaries,  that  thefe  vifits  are 
not  oftener  repeated.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
been  feveral  times  obliged  to  apply  for  them  in 
the  molt  earnefl  manner,  and  for  a  long  time  to- 
gether, before  they  could  obtain  them.  The  Indi- 
ans folicit  them,  to  have  the  comfort  of  feeing  their 
bilhop,  and  for  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  facra- 
ment  of  confirmation ;  the  paflors,  becaufe  they  al« 
ways  increafe  the  fervor  in  their  churches  j  filcnce 
Vol.  I.  U  their 
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their  detradfcors;  and  even  procure  them,  on  tte 
teftimony  of  the  vifiting  bifliops,  frefli  marks  of  his 
catholic  majefty's  good  will  and  favour. 

As,  to  arrive  at  the  neareft  Reductions  within 
the  diocefe  of  Buenos  Ayres,  it  is  requifite  to* 
remount  the  Uraguay  for  fcwie  days  together ;  and 
the  navigation  is  not  only  trouUeicxne,  but  dange- 
rous,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  barbarians, 
enemies  to  the  chriftian  name,  who  often  appear 
upon  its  banks ;  and  as,  befides,  there  is  no  refting 
place  to  be  met  with  during  the  whole  journey, 
nor  the  leaft  conveniency,  even  that  of  a  bai,  to  lie 
upon,  the  bifhop  had  no  (boner  given  notice  of  his 
intentions,  than  two  or  three  jefuits  repaired  to  Bu- 
enos Ayres  with  a  great  number  of  their  Indians,  to 
cfcort  him.  Odier  Neophytes  received  orders,  at 
the  fame  time  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  cer- 
tain pofts,  from  diftance  to  diftance,  in  order  to 
drive  away  any  enemies  they  may  find  there ;  carry 
refrefhments ;  and  relieve  each  other  in  conducing 
the  bifliop.  This  laft  precaution  is  {o  much  the 
more  requifite,  as  the  miiiionaries  have  often  been 
ftopt  half  way,  by  the  fudden  breaking  out  of 
the  fmall  pox,  or  ibme  other  epidemical  diforder 
amongft  the  Indians. 

On  the  prelate's  approach  to  a  Reduftion,  the 
news  of  which  is  always  received  by  the  inha- 
bitants with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy,  two 
companies  of  cavalry  immediately  let  out  to  meet 
him,  and  never  ftop  till  they  have  got  within  fight 
of  the  convoy.  Then  they  form;  difplay  their 
colours ;  and  perform,  in  the  beft  order,  all  their 
evolutions.  This  done,  they  all  alight ;  come  and 
throw  themfelves  at  the  prelate's  feet;  kife  his 
hand  in  the  moft  refpedlful  manner ;  and  receive 
his  bieffing.  About  a  league  from  the  town,  the 
Cacique,  the  Corregidor,  and  all  the  officers,  both 
civil  and  military,  thefuperior  of  the  millions,  the 
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paridi  prieft,  and  fome  other  jefuits  aiTembled 
from  the  neighbouring  Redudlions,  likewife  pay 
their  refpe<5ts  to  the  bifliop ;  fall  on  their  knees  to 
kifs  his  hand,  and  afk  his  bleffing.  The  infantry 
appears  next,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  colours 
flying,  drums  beating,  fifes  and  clarions  founding; 
and,  after  opening  to  let  his  lordfhip  pafs  through 
them,  join  again,  and  bring  up  the  rear,  all  the 
while  beating  to  arms,  till  diey  have  feen  their  pre- 
late fafely  arrived. 

The  prelate  enters  the  town  amidft  the  repeated 
acclamations  of  the  inhabitants ;  and,  firft,  repairs 
to  the  church,  where,  on  his  arrival  at  the  gates^ 
the  organs  are  immediately,  put  in  motion.  It  is 
here  the  women  wait  his  coming ;  for  they  are  never 
permitted  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  to  mix 
with  the  men  on  fuch  occafions.  Though  the 
piety  and  modefty,  painted  in  their  countenances, 
are  all  their  ornapient,  the  fincfere  joy  they  exprefs 
at  their  bifhop's  arrival  never  fails  to  draw  tears 
from  him  and  all  his  attendants.  Many  prelates 
liave  even  affirmed,  that  their  tears  never  dried  up 
during  all  the  time  their  vifitation  lifted.  The 
bifhop,  after  giving  his  bleffing  to  his  dear  daugh- 
ters in  Je{us  Chrift,  who  receive  it  with  joined 
hands  and  proftrated  on  the  ground,  is  condudbed 
to  the  altar,  where  he  makes  a  (hort  prayer,  and 
then  gives  out  the  Te  Deunt^  which  is  accom- 
panied by  the  beft  vocal  and  inftrumental  muficki 
After  this,  he  and  his  attendants  repair  to  the  apart- 
fnents  that  have  been  prepared  for  them,  where 
they  find  every  conveniency  they  can  wifti  for ;  and 
are  ferved  with  the  greateft  neatnefe  and  order. 

The  time  his  lordfliip  fpends  among  them  i& 
employed  in  thofe  funftions,  which  are  the  princi- 
pal objedk  of  his  coming ;  efpecially  that  of  con-» 
firming  all  thofe  who  have  not  before  received  that 
facrament.     But  thefe  duties  are  intermixed  with 
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holy  rejoicings,  in  which  the  ftrangers  are  fiirprized 
to  find  more  order,  good  tafte,  and  even  elegance, 
than  are,  perhaps,  to  be  feen  in  fome  of  the  largeft 
and  bcft  governed  towns  of  Europe.  Acclamations 
precede  and  foUow  the  prelate  wherever  he  goes ; 
and  his  progrefs  may  be  traced  by  flowers  and  odo- 
riferous herbs  and  triumphal  arches  loaded  with 
fruits  and  flowers  of  every  kind.  But  what  furpri- 
zes  him  moft,  and  what  he  can  never  ceafe  thinking 
of,  is  the  prodigious  alteration  obfervable  in  thefe 
new  chrifliians,  and  of  which  he  is  enabled  to 
form  a  competent  judgment  by  comparing  them 
with  the  wild  Indians  he  has  occafion  to  meet,  and 
even  with  the  converted  Indians  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Spaniards. 

These  prelates  are  equally  furprized  to  find 
the  children,  that  are  brought  to  them  for  con- 
firmation, fo  well  infljudted  in  r^ard  to  the  ex- 
cellence and  obligations  of  this  fecrament,  which 
is  always  conferred  with  fuch  pomp  and  ceremony, 
as  to  make  it  a  fefliival,  in  which  all  the  inhabitants 
have  a  (hare,  and  whidi  never  foils  to  renew  their 
fervour.  The  Indians  keep  the  prelate  among  them 
as  long  as  they  can,  and  his  departure  draws  from 
them  many  tears,  with  which  he  cannot  refrain 
fi'om  mixing  his  own.  They  efcort  him  to  the 
next  town,  in  the  fame  order,  and  with  the  fame 
ceremony,  they  conducted  him  to  their  own ;  and, 
when  he  has  vifited  all  the  Redudlions,  he  returns 
to  Buenos  Ayres  with  the  fame  convoy,  with  which 
hQ  fet  out.  This  pifture  may  ferve  for  the  vifita- 
tions,  which  the  bifhop  of  the  Aflumption  makes  in 
the  Redudlions  feated  in  the  ne^hbourhood  of  the 
Parana. 

The  governor  of  the  province,  the  commiiP 
feries  and  vifitors  fent  by  the  kings  of  Spain 
to  infpeft  the  ftate  of  the  Reduftioris,  are  re- 
ceived in  a  more  military  manner,  but  with  the 
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fame  zeal,  and  always  with  marks  of  the  profoundeft 
fubmiffion.  The  provincial  of  the  jefuits,  when 
he  makes  his  firft  vifit,  is  received  with  demonftra- 
tions  of  afFedtion  and  refpedl,  which,  however  great 
they  may  be,  evidently  fall  (hort  of  what  thefe  good 
people  would  have  them,  though  a  great  deal  more 
flattering  for  this  father  of  their  fathers,  than  all  the 
honours  they  could  render  him,  did  his  modefly 
permit  him  to  receive  any.  If  any  of  thefe  Neo- 
phytes happen  to  be  at  Buenos  Ayres,  when  new 
miffionaries  arrive  there  from  Europe  (and  when 
they  have  timely  notice  of  their  being  expefted, 
they  always  flock  there  in  great  numbers  to  receive 
them)  there  is  nothing  they  don't  put  in  pradtice 
to  exprefe  their  joy.  It  is  but  one  perpetual  holiday 
in  the  city  as  long  as  the  fathers  continue  m  it ; 
and  the  Indians  never  fail  to  vary  their  rejoicings 
by  a  few  ftiews,  with  which  fome  foreigners,  pro- 
teflants  efpecially,  have  taken  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  embellifli  their  relation,  at  the  expence  of 
the  jefuits. 

Bu  T  thefe  travellers,  and  moft  of  thofe  who  look 
for  amufement  in  their  memoirs,  don't  fufficiently 
attend  to  the  fpirit,  in  which  all  thefe  things  are 
done ;  nor  confider,  as  they  ou^ht  to  do,  that  the 
difference  and  variety  of  the  feveral  climates  is  at- 
tended with  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  thinking 
and  afting  of  thofe  who  live  under  them;  that 
befides  a  great  many  things  ought  to  be  overlooked 
in  men  but  newly  civilized  and  converted,  who 
think  they  can  never  do  enough  to  exprefe  their 
afFeftion  and  gratitude  toyvards  thofe,  who  ref- 
cued  thena  from  favagenefs  and  idolatry;  and 
who,  at  the  expence  of  ijnmenfe  labours,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  moft  cruel  perfecutions,  have  pro- 
cured them  all  the  bleffings  they  enjoy,  that 
of  liberty  in  particular,  of  whofe  value,  as 
well  as  that  of  all  other  bleffings,   they  muit  be 
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fo  much  the  more  fenfible,  as-  they  have  conftantly 
before  their  eyes  other  Indians  their  countrymen, 
groaning  under  the  moft  cruel  flavery,  or  living 
ftrangers  to  all  the  comforts  of  a  civil  and  religious 
life ;  and  thefe  obfervations  are  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation  j  the  parents  never  failing 
to  relate  them  to  their  children.  What  wonder  then, 
that  the  remembrance  of  fo  many  and  fuch  great 
bleffings,  fhould  infpire  them  with  a  boundlefs 
afFeftion  for  the  miffionaries  i  and,  that  in  expreffing 
it,  they  fhould  give  way  a  little  to  their  natural 
genius  and  difpolition. 

It  has  been  thought  proper,  qonfidering  the  na- 
tural levity  and  inconftancy  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
great  difficulty  there  is  often  found  in  rooting  out 
of. the  hearts  ot  thofe  newly  converted  certain 
grols  vices-,  in  a  manner  grown  natural  to  them,  to 
eftablifti  'in  the  Reductions  the  pfkftice  of  publick 
p: nances,  much  upon'  the  fame  footing  it  prevailed 
m  the  primitive  ages'of  chriftianity.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  thd  jrhiffionaries  appoint  fome  of  the  moft  vir- 
tuous to  infpeft  the  coriduft  of  the  reft.  Thefe 
infpeftors,  as  foon  as  they  have  furprized  any  one 
in  a  fad  capable  qf- giving  fcandal,  put  on  him  the 
penitential  habit;  condud  him  to  the  church,  where 
they  oblige  him  to  make  a  publick  confeffion  of  his 
crime;  and  then  Carry  him  to  the  fquare  to  be 
whipped.  The  criminals  always  receive  this  cor- 
reftion  not  only  without  muroiuring,  but  with 
thanks;  and  fcarce  ever  relapfe.  Nay  the  men 
often,  and  the  women  fometimes,  are  feen  to  con- 
fefs,  in  the  moft  publick  manner,  faults  of  this  kind, 
though  committed  in  private ;  and  apply  for  pe- 
nance. But  a  great  deal  !6f  difgretion  is  obferved 
on  thefe  occafions ;  and-  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
the  miffionaries  permit  any  of  them,  the  women  es- 
pecially, to  make  fiich .  publick  confeffions,  when 
they  wait  to  alk  leave  for  that  purpofe. 

Those 
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Those  devout  and  pious  exercifes,  which  are 
moft  approved,  and  the  church  befides  has  moft  au- 
thorized, are  likewife  fo  many  means  fuccefsfuUy 
employed  to  maintain  the  fpirit  of  religion,  and 
even  increafe  it  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  new  chriftians. 
It  is  a  rule  not  to  admit  to  the  communion  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  thofe  born  of  infi- 
del parents,  till  after  a  long  and  fevere  tryal  •,  and 
they  have  given  fufficient  proofs  of  their  difcerning, 
as  the  apoftle  diredls,  the  food  of  the  foul,  and  that 
they  tririy  hunger  and  thirft  after  it.  But  to  do 
this  they  have  the  greateft  helps.  Nothing  is 
omitted  to  ili^e  them  fenfible,  before  they  are 
permitted  to  approach  this  celeftial  banquet,  of 
the  great  purity  of  heart  and  fublimity  of  af- 
fedlion  requifite  to  partake  of  it  worthily  and  to 
advantage  ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  with  great 
truth,  that  they  never  come  to  the  holy  table  but 
with  fentiments  capable  of  making  an  impreffion 
on  the  moft  hardened  reprobates. 

The  firft  miffionaries  immediately  perceived,  that 
in  order  to  in(pire  the  new  converts  with  a  great 
refped  for  the  holy  place,  and  for  the  worftiip 
peculiar  to  it,  it  was  proper  to  employ  fome  exte- 
rior pomp  and  ceremony  ;  and  nothing  has  been 
(pared  to  make  the  proper  ufe  of  this  obfervation. 
AH  the  churches  are  large,  with  three,  and  often 
five  naves,  fomewhat  too  low,  indeed,  for  their 
length  and -breadth,  becaufe  the  roof  is  fupported 
by  columns  of  one  piece.  In  the  largeijt  churches 
tnere  are  five  very  neat  altars,  at  leaft ;  that  in  the 
middle,  which  is  the,|^reat  altar,  has  always  fome- 
thing  auguft  and  ftnking  in  it.  The  Spaniards 
themfelves  are  furprized  to  fee  them  fo  magnificent, 
and  fo  rich  in  plate,  linen,  and  oraments.  It  is, 
indeed,  the  only  fubjcft  of  emulation  between  the 
Reduftions,  fome  of  whom  have  been  known  to 
rebuild  their  churches  from  the  very  foundations, 
merely  to  put  them  on  a  level  with  others  j  and 
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even  deprive  themfelves  of  the  neceflaries  of  life 
to  effed  it. 

All  the  churches  are  adorned  with  paintinga 
which  reprefent  the  principal  myfteries  of  our  holy 
religion,  and  the  moil  heroic  aftions  of  the  faints 
of  the  old  and  new  teftament.  Thefe  paintings 
are  feparated  by  feftoons  and  compartiments  of 
an  everlafting  verdure,  interfperfed  with  the  moft 
beautiful  flowers.  On  iblemn  days,  the  pavement 
is  likewife  ftrewed  with  flowers, .  and  the  whole 
church  fprinfcled  with  fweet  waters,  which  perfume, 
the  air.  This,  indeed,  is  eafily  done,  as  the  mate- 
rials are  to  be  found  in  this  country  all  the  year 
round.  Befides,  the  Indians  being  very  fond  of 
flowers  and  odiferous  plants,  thefe  ornaments 
contribute  to  remind  them  that  they  ought,  by 
their  innocence  and  virtue,  to  be  the  good  odour  of 
Jefiis  Chrift,  and  render  themfelves  worthy  of 
pecc«^ing  the  living  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

These  methods  have  fiicceeded  beyond  the 
moft  fanguine  expeftations  of  the  miflJouaries, 
Nothing  can  come  up  to  the  modefty,  refpeft 
and'  tender  devoticm  with  which  they  affift  at  the 
divine  myfleries,  and  the  ordinary  prayers,  which 
are,  abnoft  all  of  theiii,  faid  in  the  church.  Thi^ 
attention,  with  which  they  Men  to  the  inftruftiojis 
and  exhortations  of  their  paftors,  ahnoft  furpafies 
belief;  and  during  the  aft  of  contrition,:  with  which 
both  inftruftions  and  exhortations  are  always  con-^ 
eluded,  and  which  is  pronounced  with  a  loud  voice, 
they  fob  and  figh ;  and  would  publickly  confefs 
their  fauhs,  did  not  their  miffionaries  employ  all 
|heir  authority  to  prevent  it. 

It  is  by  thefe  means  that  the  miflionaries  have 
fueceeded,  in  entirely  extirpating  from  this  repub- 
lick  certain  vices,  drunkenijefs  e^ecially,  to  which 
the  Indians  have  an  almoft  invincible  di^fition  ; 
^nd  in(pire  them  with  fb  great  a  delicacy  of  con- 
ftience,  that,  at  prefent,  Uipy  rarely  hiring  any  but 
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the  flighteft  faults  to  the  tribunal  of  penance.  Don 
Pedro  Faxardo,  bifliop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  wrote  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was 
a  fingle  mortal  fin  committed  in  any  of  thefe  towns 
in  a  whole  twelvemonth.  They  prefent  themfelves, 
however,  before  this  tribunal  with  fuch  fentiments 
of  compunftion,  that  they  feldom  leave  it  without 
diflblving  into  tears.  And,  indeed,  no  pains  have 
been  (pared  to  engrave  deeply  in  their  hearts  the 
falutary  fear  of  difpleafing  God ;  and  to  keep  out 
of  their  way  every  thing  capable  of  endangering 
their  innocence.  It  is  for  this  purpofe  that  houfes 
of  refuge  have  been  every  where  eftabliftied  for  the 
reception  of  widows,  and  fuch  married  women  as 
have  no  children,  during  the  abfence  of  their  huf- 
band.  They  are  all  maintained  in  thefe  houfes,  at 
the  expence  of  the  publick,  when  they  cannot  work, 
or  what  they  do  is  found  infufficient  for  their  fup* 
port. 

It  is  no  way  furprizing,  that  God  (hould  work 
fuch  wonders  in  fuch  poor  fouls ;  nor  that  thofe 
very  Indians,  to  whom  fome  learned  dodtors  would 
not  allow  reafon  enough  to  be  received  into  the 
bofom  of  the  church,  (hould  be  at  this  day  one  of 
Its  greateft  ornaments ;  and,  perhaps,  the  moft  p-e* 
cious  portion  of  the  flock  of  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is 
^t  leaft,  certain,  that  there  are  to  be  found  a  great 
number  of  chriftians  among  them,  who  have  at* 
tained  the  moil  eminent  fandity  ;  that  all,  or 
almoft  all  of  them  carry  their  contempt  rf  the 
goods  of  this  life  to  fuch  an  extraordinary  degree, 
as  to  be  always  ready  to  part  with  what 
they  pofle(s  for  each  others  reUef,  and  the  dc^ 
coration  of  the  nou(e  of  the  Lxxd.  Nay,  they  fcru<. 
pie  making  ufe  themielves  of  the  moft  precious 
fruits  of  their  induftry.  For  inftance,  I  faid  that 
there  is  in  fome  parts  of  this  country,  a  kind  of 
b^ies;  called  Ofemsy  wfaofe  wax  exceeds  any  thing 
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we  know  of  in  whitenefs.  Thefe  Neophytes  have 
confecrated  all  they  can  gather  of  it  to  burn  be- 
fore the  piftures  of  the  Bleiled  Virgin  -,  and,  a  jefuit 
having  once  endeavoured  to  perfuade  fome  of  thenti, 
.who  happened  to  be  in  diftrefe,  to  fell  what  they  had 
gathered  of  it,  in  order  to  procure  the  necelfaries 
they  wanted  -,  "  We  have,  they  anfwered,  confe- 
crated it  all  to  our  good  mother,  and  are  not  afraid 
of  her  abandoning  us  in  our  diftrefs." 

The  churches  are  feldom  without  a  great  num- 
ber of  perfons,  who  there  fpend,  in  prayer,  all  the 
time  they  can ,  fpare  from  their  neceffary  labours. 
At  day-break,  the  children  of  both  fexes  aflemble 
there  at  the  ringing  of  a  bell ;  and,  after  morning 
prayer,  fing  the  chriftian  doctrine  till  fun  rife.     The 
men  and  women  then  come  to  hear  mafs ;  after 
which  they  all  go  to  their  feveral  talks.     In  the 
evening,  the  children  return  to  church  to  be  cate- 
chifed;    which  done,  evening  prayers  are  faid,   at 
which  all  in  general,   as  much  as  poffible,    aflift. 
Thefe    indifpenfable    devotions  always  terminate 
with  the  rofary.     A  mafs  of  the  virgin,  and  another 
for  the  dead,  is  fung  every  Monday.     On  Sundays 
and  holidays,  all  repair  to  the  church  by  day-break, 
and  immediately  begin  to  fmg  the  chriftian  doc- 
trine,  after  which  the  prieft  performs  what  mar- 
riages or  efpoufals  are  to  be  performed.    The  pro- 
felytes  affift  at  thefe  ceremonies,  and  even  the  infi- 
dels,   if  any  happen  to  be  in  the  Reduction,  as 
they  have  been  found  by  experience  to  infpire  them 
with  very  high  notions  of  our  holy  religion.     The 
feafts  and  fafts  of  the  week  are  then  publifhed  \ 
likewife  all  orders  and  letters  from  the  bifhops. 
After  mafs,  ftridt  enquiry  is  made,  if  any  one  has 
abfented  himfelf  from  it,   or  any  diforder  has  hap- 
pened,   that  requires  an  immediate  remedy.     The 
baptifm  of  the  Catechumens,  and  fometimes  that  of 
the  new  born  infants,   is  the  firft  fundtion  of  the 
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afternoon.  Then  vefpers  are  fung;  and  the  day 
finillies,  as  ufual,  witn  evening  prayers  and  the  ro- 
fary.  Bii:',  in  the  congregations,  the  vefpers  are 
always  followed  by  an  exhortation. 

These  congregations  are  on  the  fame  footing 
with  thofe,  that  have  been  erefted  in  almoft  all  the 
homes  of  the  fociety ;  and  are  divided  into  feve- 
ral  clafles.  There  is  one  for  the  young  men, 
from  twelve  to  thirty,  under  the  protection  of  the 
prince  of  the  heavenly  militia.  AH  the  reft  are 
under  that  of  the  mother  of  God.  None  are  admit- 
ted members  of  thefe  aiTociations,  but  fuch  as  diftin- 
guifti  themfelves  by  their  charity  to  their  neigh- 
bours ;  their  zeal  for  maintaining  good  order  and 
converting  infidels  j  and  their  affiduity  in  approach- 
ing the  facraments.  The  apprehenfion  of  being 
ftruck  out  of  the  table  that  contains  the  names  of 
the  aflbciates,  would  alone  be  fufficient  to  keep 
them  within  the  ftridteft  bounds  of  their  duty.  The 
Icaft  intemperance,  if  attended  with  any  fcandal, 
is  enough  to  make  the  perfon  guilty  of  it  withr 
draw  of  his  own  accord  ;  and  nothing  has  contri- 
buted fo  much  to  extirpate  entirely  fo  dangerous 
a  vice. 

The  miflionaries  have  even  found  means  to  infpire 
thefe  Neophytes  with  fo  great  an  averfion  for  drunk- 
ennefs,  the  moft  univerfal  of  all  their  vices,  and 
the  moft  difficult  to  extirpate,  that,  when  their  af- 
fairs calls  them  to  fpanifli  towns,  it  is  impoffible 
to  prevail  upon  them  to  tafte  any  wine.  On  thefe 
occafions,  they  have  been  often  heard  to  fay,  that 
wine  is  the  beft  thing  that  comes  from  Spain,  but 
that  to  them  it  is  downright  poifon.  The  fame 
precautions  have  been  taken  to  cure  them  of  in- 
continency,  which  is  one  of  the  ordinary  confer 
quences  of  drunkennefs.  The  flighteft  fault  of 
this  kind  would  be  fufficient  to  reader  any  of  them 
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unworthy  in  the  eyes  of  the  reft,  of  being  counted 
aoiong  the  fervants  of  the  queen  of  virgins. 

As  to  the  women,  the  pains  taken  to  inspire 
them  with  a  great  horror  for  impurity,  have  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  they  readily  fubmit  to  the  moft 
ignominious  penance,  for  the  leaft  liberty  they  give 
themfelves  in  this  refjpedt ;  young  girk  have  of- 
ten been  known  to  part  with  their  lives,  rather  than 
yield  to  the  brutality  of  infidels  into  whofe  hands 
they  had  the  misfortune  of  falling.  It  has  not, 
however,  been  as  yet  thought  quite  fo  fafe  to  ex- 
hort them  to  celibacy.  In  (hort,  the  two  fexes  are 
no  where  fuffered  to  intermix,  not  even  at  church, 
in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a  paffage  from  the 
door  to  the  fandluary,  which  parts  the  men  from 
the  women.  They  are  even  divided  into  claffes, 
according  to  their  different  ages ;  and  every  clafs 
has  its  infpedtors,  who  fee  that  all  thofe  under 
their  care  behave  with  the  ftridteft  decorum.  Thofe 
who  infpeft  the  children  carry  in  their  hands  long 
rods,  with  which  they  immediately  put  in  mind 
of  their  duty  thofe,  who  feem  ever  fo  little  to  forget 
it.  To  conclude,  there  are  doors  on  both  fides,  by 
which  the  whole  congregation  may  come  in  and  go 
out  without  the  leaft  diforder  or  ccmfulion. 

The  reader  may  inaasine  from  what  I  have  al- 
ready faid  of  the  natural  tafte  which  thefe  Indians 
difcover  for  nrmfick,  that  the  miflionaries  failed  not 
to  avail  themfelves  of  fo  happy  a  difix)fition  to  en- 
gage the  infidels,  vrhiym  curiofity,  accident  or  bu- 
finefs  led  to  the  Redudions,  to  liften  to  their  in- 
ftrudtions,  and  infpire  thofe  they  converted  with  a 
greater  liking  to  the  divine  fervice.  It  is  for  this 
purpofe  that  all  the  chriftian  doctrine  has  been  fet  to 
mufic,  and  this  expedient  has  anfwered  exceedingly 
well.  The  muficians,  who,  when  they  perform 
in  church,  wear,  as  all  others  immediately  in  the 
fervice  of  it,  a  very  decent  and  neat 'habit,  at 
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the  fame  time  that  they  infpire  others  with  devo- 
tion, feem  to  glow  with  it  themfelves,  which  proves 
ftill  more,  that  they  do  not  make  any  extraordi- 
nary efforts  to  fucceed ;  and  that,  as  the  natural 
efF^St  of  mufick  is  to  excite  in  the  heart  thofe  fenti- 
ments  which  it  already  poffeffes,  this  art  finds  in 
the  Indians  who  pradlice  it,  and  in  thofe  who  hear 
them,  no  fentiments  but  fuch  as  tend  to  piety  and 
devotion. 

The  jfolemn  feftivals  are  celebrated  with  the 
greateft  pomp,  efpecially  that  of  the  faint  whofe 
name  the  church  bears,  and  that  of  the  blefled  &* 
crament.  On  the  ajq>roach  of  the  fir  ft,  invitations 
are  fent  to  the  inh^itants  of  the  neareft  Reduc- 
tions ;  and  they  attend  in  great  numbers,  the  of- 
ficers on  horfeback  and  in  their  uniforms.  The 
iblemnity  begins  the  eve  of  the  holiday  by  a  very 
fine  military  proceffion,  in  which  the  Alfarez,  who 
carries  the  great  ftandard,  appears  mounted  <m  a 
proud  courfer  richly  caparifbned,  ahd  rides  under 
a  magnificent  canopy.  After  perambulating  the 
principal  ftreets  in  very  good  order,  to  the  found 
of  the  drums  and  other  warlike  inftruments  of  mu- 
fick, they  repair  to  the  great  door  of  the  churchy 
where  thofe  on  horfdback  alight,  and  the  Alferez 
t^es  his  feat  in  a  chapel  prepared  for  his  recep- 
ti#n.  The  firft  vefpers  are  then  performed,  after 
which  the  children  are  made  to  dance  in  the  great 
iqu^e,  where  the  whole  company,  both  inhabitants 
and  ftrangers,  are  placed  in  the  greateft  order. 
The  dances  being  nnifhed,  the  cavalry  returns  10 
the  place  where  they  began  their  march.  At  night, 
bonfires  are  made  from  difbmce  to  diftance,  and  all 
ftreets  are  iUuminatcd.  The  next  day,  they  repair 
to  hijg^  mafs  in  the  fame  order  they  repaired,  the 
evening  before,  to  firft  vefpers.  At  noon,  the  in- 
habitants entertain  the  ftrangers  ;  and  every  one  is 
regaled  with  a  ffnall  cup  of  wine.    Inunediately 
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after  the  fecond  vefpers,  at  which  every  thing  pafles 
as  at  the  firft,  they  run  at  the  ring.  The  mif^ 
fionaries  affift  at  it,  with  all  the  chiefs  and  officers, 
to  keep  the  fpeftators  in  order  ;  diftribute  the  prizes 
to  the  conquerors  ;  and  give  the  fignal  for  breaking 
up. 

But  nothing  can  compare  with  the  proceffion 
pf  the  blefled  facrament ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed, 
that,  without  any  difplay  of  riches  or  magnificence^ 
it  forms  a  fight,  which  yields,  in  nothing,  to  the 
richeft  and  moft  magnificent  proceffion  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.     Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  informs 
us,  in  general,  that  it  is  attended  with  very  fine 
dancing,  far  above  what  is  to  be  feen  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Quito  ;  that  the  dancers  are  very  neatly 
drefled  ;  and  that  the  pomp  of  it,  upon  the  whole, 
equals  that  of  the  greatefl  cities,  at  the  fame  time 
that  infinitely  more  decency  and  devotion  accom- 
panies it.     I  fay,    that  no  treafures  were  to  be 
feen  at  this  ceremony  ;  but  all  the  beauties  of  Am- 
ple nature  are  there  fo  happily  difpofed  as    to 
xeprefent  her  in  all  her  glory.     She    even    ap- 
pearS,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  all  life  and  foul  on  the 
occafion  ;  for,   over  the  greens  and  flowers  that 
corapofe  the  triumphal  arches,  under  which  the 
blefTed  facrament  paffes,  there  appears  flocks  of 
birds  of  every  colour,  tied  by  the  legs  to  firings 
of  fuch  a  length,  that  a  flranger  would  imagine 
they  enjoyed  their  full  liberty,  and  were  come  of 
their  own  accord  to  mix  their  warblings  with  the 
voices  of  the  muficians,  and  the  refl  of  the  people  ; 
and  blefs,  in  their  own  way,  him,  whofe  providence 
carefully  fupplies  all  their  wants. 

All  the  flreets  are  hung  with  carpets  very  well 
wrought,  and  feparated  by  garlands,  fefloons, 
and  cornpartiments  of  verdure,  difpofed  with 
the  mofl  beautiful  fymmetry.  From  diflance 
to  diflance,  there  appear  lions  and  tigers  very 
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well  chained,  that  they  may  not  difturb  the 
folemnity  inftead  of  adorning  it ;  and  even  very 
fine  fifties  fporting  and  playing  in  large  bafbns 
of  water.  In  a  word,  every  fpecies  of  living 
creatures  aflift  at  the  folemnity,  as  it  were,  by 
their  deputies,  to  do  homage  to  the  incarnate  word, 
in  his  auguft  facraraent ;  and  acknowledge  the  fo- 
vereign  dominion  his  father  has  given  him  over  att 
living  creatures.  Wherever  the  proceflion  paflesy 
the  ground  is  covered  with  mats,  and  ftrewed  with 
flowers  and  odoriferous  herbs.  All,  even  the 
fmallefl:  children,  have  a  hand  in  thefe  decorations, 
amongft  which  are,  likewife,  to  be  feen  the  flefll  of 
the  animals  newly  killed  for  food ;  every  thing  the 
Indians  regale  themfelves  with  at  their  greatefl  re  ^ 
joicings  ;  and  the  firft  fruits  of  their  labours ;  all, 
in  order  to  make  an  offering  of  them  to  the  Lord ; 
the  grain,  particularly,  they  intend  to  ibw,  that  he 
may  give  it  a  blefling.  The  warbling  of  the  birds, 
the  roaring  of  the  lions  and  tigers,  the  voices 
of  the  muncians,  the  plain  chant  of  the  choir,  all 
intermix  without  confufion,  and  confpire  to  form 
a  concert  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world. 

The  great  royal  ftandard  is  carried  behind  the 
blefled  facrament.  The  cacique,  the  corregidor,  the 
regidors,  and  the  alcaldes,  fupport  the  canopy.  The 
militia,  both  horfe  and  foot,  with  their  colours' and 
ftandards  flying,  aflifl:,  likewife,  at  the  proceflion  in 
good  order.  But,  however  ft:riking  this  fpedtacle 
may  be,  the  greatefl:  beauty  of  it,  beyond  all 
manner  of  doubt  confifl:s  in  the  piety,  the  modefl:y, 
the  refpedt,  and  even  the  air  of^  holinefs,  vifible  in 
every  countenance ;  fo  that,  perhaps,  the  triumph 
of  the  faviour  of  mankind  is  no  where  more  com- 
pleat  than  in  this  barbarous  country,  where  his 
liame  was  not  known  two  ages  ago.  As  foon  as 
the  blefled  facrament  is  returned  to  the  church, 
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the  Indians  prefent  to  the  miflionaries  all  the  feveral 
kinds  of  eatables  that  have  been  expoied  in  the 
proceilion  ;  and  the  fathers,  after  fending  the  befl 
of  every  thing  to  the  fick,  diflribute  what  remains 
among  the  refl  of  the  inhabitants.  The  eveninjg,  as 
on  all  other  great  folemnities  and  days  of  pubUck 
rejoicing,  concludes  with  the  mofl  curious  fire- 
works. "  In  fliort,  fays  Don  Antonio  de  UUoa, 
thefe  Neophytes  omit  no  circumftance  either  of  fes- 
tivity or  devotion  pradtifed  in  the  mofl  opulent  ci- 
ties of  Old  Spain/' 

Their  cemeteries  or  burying  grounds  are  great 
Iquares,  always  near  the  church,  divided,  length- 
ways by  fine  walks  bordered  with  orange  aad  lemon 
trees ;  the  middle  one  leading  to  a  chapel,  planted 
all  round  with  flately  cy prefe  and  palm  trees,  and  in- 
clofed  with  low  walls.  Every  Monday  a  procefSoa 
is  made  to  the  chapel,  in  order  to  fing  a  mais  of  Re- 
quiem, which  is  followed  by  a  Libera  at  each  of  the 
croffes  planted  at  the  four  corners  of  the  cemetery* 
There  are  other  chapels,  at  fome  diflance  from 
every  reduftion,  to  ferve  as  a  flation  to  the  procef- 
lions  made  on  the  rogation  days,  and  at  other  times, 
either  to  deprecate  God's  anger  in  cafes  of  public 
calamity,  or  to  return  him  thanks  for  fpecial  mer- 
cies. All  the  flreets  of  the  town  terminate  at  one 
or  another  of  thefe  chapels;  and  have,  befides,  every 
one  of  them  a  crofe  at  each  end,  where  the  proceP 
fion  makes  a  paufe,  to  perform  mufically  an  an- 
them, whofe  words  are  adapted  to  the  fubjeft  of  the 
proceffion,  or  elfe  contain  fome  article  of  the  chrif^ 
tian  dodkrine.  It  then  enters  an  avenue  planted  with 
the  mofl  beautiful  and  (lately  trees,  which  leads  to 
the  chapel.  In  their  way  to  this  chapel  they  fing 
the  ufual  prayers,  and  conclude  them  by  another 
anthem.  All  die  inhabitants  affiil:  at  this  proceilion^ 
except  the  fick,  or  thofe  whofe  bulinels  will  not  ad- 
mit them  to  be  prefent< 
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No  pains  have  been  fpared  to  eftablifli  the  moft 
exadt  police  in  thi«  republick.  All  the  inhabitants 
are  to  be  at  home,  every  evening,  by  a  certain 
hour,  vi^hen  a  fuflScient  detachment  begins  to  pa- 
trol the  ftreets  and  fquares,  for  a  certain  time,  at 
the  end  of  which,  they  are  relieved  by  another ;  and 
fo  on  till  day  light.  There  are  two  reaibns  for 
this  inftitution ;  the  firft  is,  to  hinder  the  inhabi- 
tants from  leaving  home  at  an  unfeafbnable  hour 
without  its  being  known  where  they  go,  and  upon 
what  errand.  The  fecond  is,  to  prevent  the  town's 
being  furprized  by  an  enemy ;  for  there  are  every 
where  ftroUing  Indians,  againft  whom  it  isimpoffibfe 
to  be  too  much  on  ones  guard.  The  perfons  thus 
entrufted  with  the  care  of  maintaining  good  order, 
and  preventing  fudderi  attacks,  are  chofen  with  this 
fame  precaution  obferved  in  chufing  thofe,  who  are 
deftined  for  publick  employments  and  the  fervicc  of 
the  churchei^ 

These  precautions  confift  in  preparing,  from 
their  very  infancy,  for  every  ehiployment,  thofe 
who  difcover  the  propereft  difpofitions  to  fill  it 
worthily.  The  inhabitants,  in  general,  are  taught 
nothing  but  what  is  neceffary  to  make  them  good 
workmen ;  enable  them  to  govern  their  families 
well;  and  qualify  them  for  fuch  little  fubaltern 
employments,  as  require  no  extraordinary  ge- 
nius. Formerly,  the  Guaranis,  and  all  the  other 
Indians  of  thefe  provinces,  could  only  reckon  by 
their  fingers  and  t6es.  To  exprefs  any  number  ex- 
ceeding twenty,  they  made  ufe  of  a  word  equivalent 
to  our  Maf^.  At  prefent,  the  Neophytes  under- 
ftand  enough  of  numbers  to  anfwer  aH  their  pur- 
pofes,  and  nothing  more  is  required  of  them.  The 
miflionaries  know  the  extent  of  their  capacity,  and 
exadt  nothing  beyond  it.  They  keep  them  with- 
in the  bounds  of  their  ancient  fimplicity,  but  di- 
verted of  all  that  vice  and  favagenefs  which  disfi- 
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figured  it.  In  a  word,  this  republick  is,  properly, 
the  feat  of  evangelical  fimplicity ;  and  it  is  in  order 
to  preferve  it  genuine  and  entire,  that  the  miffion- 
aries  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power  to  hinder  the 
Neophytes  froni  having  any  communication  with 
the  Europeans ;  experience  having  convinced  them, 
that  all  the  new  chriftians  of  America,  who  are  fal^ 
len  from  their  primitive  fervour,  fell  merely  in 
confequence  of  tneir  having  converfed  too  freely 
with  the  old  chriftians  from  Europe ;  or  even  hav>« 
ing  only  taken  too  near  a  view  of  them. 

It  is,  likewife,  for  this  reafon,  that,  in  all  the 
journeys  they  are  obliged  to  take ;  during  their  re^ 
iidence  in  the  Spanifli  towns  ;  and  all  the  time  they 
ferve  his  majefl:y,  as  foldiers  or  labourers;  they 
are  accompanied  by  miflionaries,  who  never  lofc 
fight  of  them ;  who  often  fpeak  to  them  of  God  j 
fee  that  they  exactly  comply  with  all  their  duties, 
and  perform  pundlually  all  their  religious  exercifes  ^ 
,and,  as  yet,  thank  God,  'they  have  not  been  known 
to  give  themfelves  any  Ipofe.  On  the  contrary  w^ 
are  told,  that  the  aftions  and  difcourfes,  moft  ca^- 
p^ble  of  making  bad  impreffions,  ferve  only  to  in-^ 
fpire  them  with  a  greater  horror  of  vice ;  that  no 
indecent  word  ever  efcapes  their  lips;  and  that 
they,  are,  of  themfelves,  extremely  fplicitous  not 
to  omit  any  of  their  ufual  exercifes  of  devotion,  1% 
muft,  however,  be  owned,  that  thofe  who  live  at 
the  greateft  diftance  from  the  Spanifti  fettlements, 
and  feldomeft  leave  their  own,  difcover  a  more  ex^ 
traordinary  degree  of  fervour  and  fimplicity  thai) 
the  reft ;  on  whom,  for  this  reafon,  the  miflionaries 
are  obliged  to  beftow  more  than  ordinary  care  and 
attention. 

Bu  T  there  is  one  thing,  greatly  to  their  honour, 
univerfally  allowed  by  all  the  Europeans  fettled  iij 
South  America ;  which  is,  that  they  no  longer 
difcover  any  traces  of  their  former  pronenefs  to  ven^ 
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l^eance,  cfueltyj  licentioufnefe,  and  the  grofler 
vices  \  in  a  wordt,- that  they  ^rc  no  longer,  iii  any  re- 
fpedt,  the  fame  men  they  formerly  were ;  that  what 
prevails  moft  in.  their  characters  at  prefent,  is  a  mod 
cordial  love  and  afFcdion  for  each  other,  and  charity 
for  all  men,,  that  charms,  all  who  frequent  them,  the 
infidels  eipecially,  whom  their  behaviour  ferves  td 
infpire  with  tbe  moft  favourable  opinion  of  the 
chriftian  reJigiQiJi  The  readinefs  with  which  they 
relieve  each  other  in  their  wants  (  the  lively  joy  they 
exprefs  as  often  3^  they  fee  any  addition  made  to  the 
niunber  of  thpfe  who  adore  Jefus  Ghrift  j  leave  no 
room  to  doubt,  that  the  true  love  of  their  neighbour^ 
and  the  warmeft  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  are  be*- 
come  their  ruling  pafliQns.  There  is  nothing,  in 
fatl:,  which  they  are  not-r^ady  to  do  or  fufFer,  to 
extend  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  we  fhall,  perhaps, 
have  occaiion  to  mention j  hereafter,  fomeinftances 
of  this  diipofition.  There  is  a  kind  of  emulation 
among  them  to  facilitate  to  the  new  niiffionaries, 
the  acquifition  of  their  language  i^  and  one  of  their 
caciques  has  been  ktipwn  to  leari)  Spanifti,  merely  to 
be  able  to  tranflaje  pious  trafts  in  that  tongue  j  and 
.he,  accordingly,  tranflated  fome  of  them.  When 
a.  new  reduction  is  to  be  founded,  all  contribute  to 
the  undertaking  with  the  greateft  earnefinefs  and 
alacrity  J  and  with  a  generofity  that  knows  no 
bounds.  .  - 

.  The  publick  rejoicings,  which  they  are,  from 
time  to  time,  permitted  to  make,  appeared  ijeceffary 
to  the  miifiqnaries,  as  well  to  preferve  their  health, 
jw  to  keep.up  arnong  therii  an.^ir  of  cheer folnefe 
and  good  humour,  which  ^re  fo  far  from  be- 
ing jcontrary  •  to  virtue,  that  they  greatly  con- 
tribute to  reader  it  amiable,  aftd  increafe  devo- 
tion, as  often  as,  after  the  example  of  the  royal 
.|frophet,  chriftians  propofe  to  themfelves  their  ce- 
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leftiat  country,  ^  this  principal  objeft  of  their 
joy.  Another  view  the  miflionaries '  had  iri  this 
tderation^  was  to  ftrengjthcn  the  union  between 
aH  the  members  of  this  republicfc ;  and  experience 
provesy  that  nothing  could  be  better  imagined  to 
anfwer  fo  defiMble  an  end.  The  Women  never  af- 
fift  at  thefe  rejoicings,  otherwife  ttefii  as  (pefta- 
tors ;  and  the  prefence  of  the  fx-iefts  ferves  to 
keep  the  whole  compiny  within  thofe  bounds^ 
which  chriftians  fhould  never  tre^fe.  The  leaft 
indecency  on  thefe  pccafions  woidd  fiibjeft  the  of- 
fender to  immediate  poniftfrtent. 

From  all  we  have  faid  it  evidently  folfows,  that 
there  can  no  where  be  found  fo  greftt  at  degree 
of  happinefe,  as  that  enjoyed  By  the  members  of 
this  new  church ;  and  that  it  Was  with  great  realbn 
Momfieur  Muratori  infilled  his  delcription  of  it, 
n  cbriftianefftmo  felici.  In  fa€l,  ^hdt  cai^  ehriffiians 
defire,  who  have  coiifined  then^ves  to  the  necci^ 
farres  of  life,  and  are^  ntorally,  fa^  never  to  come 
(hbj^t  of  them ;  who  ev^  kfiow,  'after  the  apoffle^ 
example,  to  enjoy  plenty,  without  making  jin  ill 
ufe  of  it ;  and,  without  mUrflitiring,  fliffer  want ; 
who  never  entertafa  the  leaft  thpuj^ft  of^defpaii*- 
ing  in  providence,  which  fl^v^  faife  t6  fii^p^pfy  . 
them  dgainft  tinexpe6l:ed  accidtfnfti^  wifhtefources 
equally  unexpedted;  who  regiilate  aUtheir'feftti- 
ments  and  all  their  adlions  by  the  pureft  maxims^alf 
the  gofpel ;  who  live  under  the  conduct '<tf  thbfe,  to 
whom  they  owe  all  the  bleflings  th^y  enjoy ;  #fe> 
poflefs,  in  fine,  all  the  advantages  6f  fiibbrdt^tibft 
and  dependence,  without  feelinginy  of  thstttiheA^ 
finefS  ufually  attending  reftraijit. 

They  woiild,  nodoubtj  be  ftJU  h^j^er,1i^ft 
been  poffible  to  hinder  them  from  knowing  fo  mueh 
as  the  name  of  war;  but,  even  in  the  very*tn- 
fancy  of  their  republick,  they  experienced  all  the 
llorr6rs  of  it,  as  will  prefently  appear ;  and  they 
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have  to  this  day  neighbours,  from  whom  they  can 
texped  neither  no  reft,  but  in  proportion  as  th/^y 
can  command  it.  It  was,  therefore,  abfolutely  r^ 
quifite  to  put  ^arms  into  their  hands,  ^4  .^9ft^^^<^ 
iherain  an  art  which  is  the  greateft  plague  of 
.mankind.  But,  it  is  not  to  make  coi^quefts,  or  to 
enrich  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  other  nations, 
diey  pradLice  it.  As  neittoer:  their  countrymeo, 
oaor  thofe  ftrangers,  who,  in  a  lioftile  manner,  for- 
merly carried  Qp  fo  cruel  a  perfecution  ^ainft 
them,  dare  any  longer  attack  them,  they  have,  for 
many  years  ,paft,  no  othe^  occafion  to  ufe  their 
'^rms,  but  in  jthe  fervice  of  the  prince,  fo  wbcro 
they  have  fworn  an  implicit  obedience.  Thofe, 
therefore,  whp  .are  charged  with  the  <:or^du<5k  of 
them^  having  this  coniblation,  that  they  aey^r  mke 
the  field  tbut  through.  a>  wife  .  ^d  Bi?f^fljuy 
rprecaution,  or  by  the  orders  .of  their  fqvierc^  ; 
thus  ian(^ifying  themfelves,  it  inay  be  faid,  in  ,a 
profefTion  fo  daagerous  to  virtue. 

Every  town  keeps  on  foot  a  body  of  davalry,  ^d 
^another  qf  infantry.  The  infantry,  befides  tbe  ^laca- 
na,  and  the  bow  and  arrow^  carry  ^  fling,  a  fword,  ail4 
a  mufket ;  the  cavalry  ufe  fabres  and  lajices.;  aod 
likewife,  a  mufket,  as  they  fometimes  do  .dlity  on 
jfoot,  like  the  European  dragpQQ$.  They  themfelves 
.make  all  their  rfmall  arms,  their  field  piece;s,  and 
even  their  f heavy  artillery.  They  .never  jufe  ^thfc 
heavy  artillery,  but  to  keep  ih^r  neighbouns  in 
awe ;  or  the  fiejd  pieces,  but  when  diey  are  com- 
manded on  the  king's  fervice.  But,  asi  already 
laid,  they  never  keep  any.pf  their  arnas,  pf  any 
kind,  by  them,  unlefe  wl?en  ^m  is  fome  jeafon  to 
apprehend  ar  furprize.  At  Another  tiroes,  the  fol- 
dier  is  not  difti^guiflied  frjom  the  mere  citizen ; 
and  thofe  .|)rave.  fellpws,  on  whom  the  .fecurity  of 
the  republiQ^  j^epends,  and  who  .fo  pften.  come 
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home  loaded  with  laurels,  as  foon  as  they  have  lau 

by  their  armi^  might  ferve  as  models  of  piety  am 

fubmiffipn  to  the  moft  retired  monk. 

*    Every  monday,  the  corregidor  of  every  town, 

not  only  reviews  his  troops,  in  the  great  fquarc,  but 

makes  them  perform  their  exercife.  On  thefe  occafi- 

onsj  they  form  two  divilidns,  which  attack  each  other, 

and  -(bmetimes  do  it  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  the 

pommanding  officer,  to  prevent  mifchief,  is  obliged 

to  order  a  retreat  to  be  founded  fooner  than  he 

intended.     Prizes  are,  likewife,  propofed,  from  time 

to  time,  for  thofe,  who  perform  beft  at  the  bow, 

lance,  fling,  and  fire  arms.     The  moil  diverting 

exercife  of  all  is  that  of  the  lance;    That  of  the 

fling- is  very  furprizing,  on  aceotirit  of  the  juftneft 

with  which  the  flingers  hit  the  mark ;  and  if  may 

te- truly  ^rmed,  th^  diere'are  no  troops  in  all 

Afi^erica  capable  of  making  h^ad  againft  them  with 

fliAg '-^' lance.     I  may  even,  I  think,  venture  to 

pronounce  this  militia  invincible  by  equal  numbers. 

They  are,  befides,  vefry  docile  ;-never  give  way  ^  and, 

wheii  broke,  rally  at  the  fir  ft  order.     However, 

they  would  not,  it  is  to  be  prefiimed,  fight  the 

worfe,  were    they  -  properly  headed  by    Spaniftx 

officer©. 

Th £  ambufcades,  and  flidden  irruptions  and  at- 
tacks, which  ufed  Ibrrtierly  to  prove  fo  fatal  to 
them,  are  now  no  longer  to  be  dreaded,  on  account 
of  -the  gr;eat  care  taken  to  keep  thelm  conftantly 
on  their'  guard.  There  is  always  a  party  of  horfe 
employed  in  fcouring  the  country,  with  orders  to 
give  notice  of  every  thing  that  pifles  ;  and  all  the 
defiles,  by  which  an  enemy  could  penetrate  into  the 
country,  are  well  guarded.  But  as,  in  (pite  of  all 
thefe  precautions,  feme  of  an  enemy  *s  parties  might, 
by  the  favour  of  the  woods,  fl:eal  Upon  a  town,  and 
ftorm  it,  while  the  inhabitants  were  at  church,  the 
*  militaiy 
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ttiUitary  men  are  permitted  to  carry  their  arms  there 
along  with  them,  when  there  is  any  reafon  to  fuC- 
})ed:  fuch  an  attack  that  they  may  be  in  readinefs 
to  Hop  a  coup  de  main,  and  give  the  reft  of  the  ia- 
habitants  time  to  look  about  them. 

Thi  8  republick  occupies  a  great  extent  of  coun- 
try^ the  air  of  which  is,  in  general,  moift,  and  the 
weather  pretty  temperate.  In  fome  of  the  fouthern 
diftridls  of  it,  the  winters  are  pretty  fevere  -,  but 
the  lands  are  every  where  fruitful,  and  yield  fugar, 
tobacco,  and  all  the  neceflaries  of  life.  Not  only 
grains  peculiar  to  the  country,  but  thofe  brought 
from  Europe,  thrive  very  well  in  them.  The 
crops  of  cotton  generally  amount  to  two  thoufand 
arobes  for  every  redudtion.  The  country  likewife 
yields,  as  we  faid  before,  great  quantities  of  honey 
and  wax,,  which  require  no  trouble  but  that  of  go- 
ing into  the  woods  to  gather  them.  When  the 
Indians  have  laid  up  a  ftock  of  every  thing  for  the 
prefent  year's  consumption,  and  a  (ufficiency  of 
feed  to  provide  for  the  next ;  what  remains  is,  along 
with  the  weed  of  Paraguay,  carried  to  Santafe, 
to  be  exchanged  for  commodities ;  or  fold  for  mo- 
ney to  pay  the  king's  tribute,  and  buy  fuch  things 
as  cannot  be  had  in  the  way  of  barter. 

The  Guaranis  were  for  a  long  time  the  dnly  In*- 
dians,  in  a  manner*,  that  compofed  this  republick ; 
and  they  are  ftill  the  bulk  of  them.  Next  to  thenj 
are  the  Tapes,  who  fpoke  the  fame  language,  and  are 
probably  of  the  fame  extraction-  Nay,,  their  name 
is  often  given  to  all  the  fubjeds  of  this  republick, 
in  the  refcripts  of  the  catholick  kings.  But  there 
are  few  nations  between  the  Parana,  the  province 
of  Uraguay,  and  Brazil^  that  have  not  fupplied  the 
Redudtions  with  recruits.  Befides,  the  miffionaries 
frequently  take  the  field,  in  company  with  fome  of 
their  Neophytes,  to  make  fpiritual  ponquefts ;  and 
they  feldom  return  unfuccefsfuL    The  moft  diffi- 
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cult  to  reduce  are  the  Guanoas,  of  whom  we  Ihall 
fey  fomething  in  another  place ;  not  only  becaufe 
they  are  very  lazy,  and  very  diflblute,  but  more 
ftiB,  becaufe  their  blood  is  mixed  with  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  fome  of  whom,  from  time  to  time,  take 
refuge  among  them  to  avoid  juftice,-  and  cannot, 
by  their  bad  example,  but  give  them  a  diflike  to 
the  chriftian  religion.  Some  of  thefe  Guanoas, 
however,  who  through  curiofity,  or  a  defire  of  fee- 
ing their  countrymen,  come  to  the  redudlions,  are 
i;etained  there  by  the  kind  reception  they  meet. 
This  is,  likewife,  the  cafe  with  fome  other  Indians 
and  even  with  the  Charuas^  a  wandering  and  very 
ik^^e  people,  who  maffacreti  great  numbers  of 
iS^>aniards,  during  the  firft  building  ol  Buenos  Ayres 
and  the  neighbouring  eftabliftiments.  But  thofe, 
who,  next  to  the  Guaranis  and  the  Tapes,  have 
contributed  moft  to  fill  up  the  vacancies,  which  war, 
and  cipecially  ficknefe,  pretty  often  occafion  in  the 
teduftions,  are  the  Guamnas;  who  live  between  the 
jE^arona  and  Brazil.  For,  as  thefe  Indians  cultivate 
^e  arrth,  admit  no  out-laws  among  them,  and  are 
fjretty  docile  and  laborious,  there  is  the  left  trouble 
to  gain  them  over. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  appear  furprizing,  that  a  re-^ 
|)Ublick  fo  well  regulated,  and  in  which  fo  much 
^alre  is  taken  tof)revent  every  thing  that  may  imr 
fsair  ^the  health  of  its  members,  fliould  not  people 
faftbr-  But,  befides  the  Neophytes  having  been 
for  a  long  time  the  fport  of  revolutions  and  a  prey 
^  Artrai,  t^y  wHioh  ^n  infinite  number  of  them  pe-r 
Tiflrisd;  befides  their  long  and  frequent  expedi- 
stioosat  a  great  diftance  from  home  in  the  king's 
ifdnfice,  fince,  by  being  permitted  the  ufe  of  fire- 
arms, they  have  had  nothing  to  fear  from  other  In- 
tiiaaflsv;  no  method  has  been  as  3^t  difcovered  to  fe- 
icure;ttoem  from  certain  epidepiical  difeafes,  which 
-^tiaetimas  carry  off  half  the  inhabitants  of  the 
:  *  town§ 


.  'I 


OF    PARAGUAY.  297 

towns,  in.  whi^lfl  they  break  out.  And  it  is  this 
that  has  deceived  feveral  perfons,  who,  from  feeing 
the  tribute  rolls  of  one  year,  formed  an  eftimate  of 
what  was  to  be^id  into  the  treafury  the  next ;  not 
confidering,  or  perhaps  not  willing  to  confider,.  that 
the  number  of  thofe  fubjedt  to  the  tribute  was  not 
only  not  encreafed,  but  confid^ably  leflened. 

The  commoneft  of  thefe  diforders,  which  are 
often  called  plagues,  on  account  of  their  becom- 
ing general  in  a  ftiort  time,  are  the  fmall  pox,  the 
purples,  malignai  t  fever,  and  a  fourth,  of  which  we 
are  barely  told,  that  it  is  attended  with  very  ftiarp 
pains,  thefe  diforders  are  fo  much  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  the  Indians,  quite  careleft  of  themfdves, 
can  (carce  ever  be  prevailed  on  by  others  to  take 
any  pains  to  prevent  them,  or  ftop  their  progrels ; 
and  ^s,  befid.  s,  there  is  not  a  iingle  phyfician  in  all 
the  r^duftions,  nor  any  other  iiugecMis,  but  a  few 
lay  blather  jefuits  ;  and  it  has  not  as  yjet  been 
found  Jx)flible  to  eftablifti  holpiials  or  good  dif- 
penfaries.  The  miflionaries  iupply,  as  much  as 
poffible,  the  want  of  all  thefe  neceflaries,  by  all 
the  care  the  moft  induftrious  and  tender  charity  can 
fugged,  efpecially  for  the  relief  of  the  fick  4  and 
it  muft  be  owned,  that  two  men,  and  fometimes 
but  one,  obliged  to  attend,  ^t  once,  to  all  the  necef- 
fities  of  body  and  foul,  and  make  frequent  excur- 
fiohs  into  the  country,  where  feveral  men  ftationed 
there  to  carry  on  fome  branches  of  huibandry,  or 
take  care  of  their  cattle,  are  overtaken  by  the  dis- 
order ;  and  who  often  have  not,  by  day  or  by  ni^t^ 
a  moment's  repofe ;  it  muft  be  granted,  I  fay, 
that  peribns  having  (o  many  calls  to  anfwer,  can- 
not poffibly  anfwer  than  all.  It  is  even  furprizing, 
and  in  fome  fort  miraculoim,  that  breathing  on 
thefe  occafions,  as  they  conftantly  do,  an  infe<5ted 
air  ;  and  beipg  inceffantly  employed  in  i^ving  the 
fick,  adminiflring  the  iacraments  to  the  dying, 
ftnd  /burymg  the  dead^   diey  fo  feldom  catch  any 

dif- 
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6rder  thcmfelves,  or  fmk  under  the  fatigue  of*  at- 
tending others. 

The  Indians  know  all  this  perfeftly  well.  No^ 
thing  makes  a  greater  impreffion  upon  them,  or 
the  Infidels,  many  of  whom  are  often  witneffes  to  it, 
than  this  charity,  which  takes  in  every  neceffity, 
and  expofes  itfelf  to  every  danger;  which  no  labours 
tan  frighten,  no  drudgery  difguft.  It  is,  therefore^ 
ho  way  furprizing,  that  fenfible  as  they  are  of  the 
great  difference  between  their  fituat ion,  and  that  of 
the  other  Indians  obliged  to  do  perfonal  fervice, 
they  are  fo  attached  to  thofe,  to  Whom  they  are  in- 
debted for  their  liberty ;  and  that,  as  often  as  other 
paftors  have  been  fent  to  them,  they  immediately 
djfperfed.  This  has  happened  more  than  once. 
The  Jefuit  Milfionaries,  have,  on  their  fide,  for  the 
Neophytfes  a  tendernefs^  that  is  fcarce  conceivable  5 
and  is  inspired  chiefly  by  that  undeferved  confidence 
in  them^  which  thefe  poor  Indians  exprefs,  on  every 
beeafion,  by  their  patience  and  refignation  in  fick- 
iieflfes  the  moft  painfiil,  during  which,  though  de^ 
ftitute  of  many  things  fit  for  perfons  in  their  con- 
dition, and  with  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
thefe  Fathers  to  fupply  them,  they  feldom  are  heard 
id  titter  a  fingle  complaint.  They  receive  with 
fubmiiTion,  and  even  with  thanks,  every  thing 
froni  the  hand  of  God ;  and  figh  after  nothing 
biit  their  heavenly  country ^ 
,  The  cottifolation  of  thefe  apoftolic  rrlen^  when 
the  Lord  ftrikes  their  flock  in  this  manner,  con^ 
lifts  in  their  having  the  greateft  certainty,  that  can 
be  ej^p^ftedj  that  heaven  is  peopled  by  their  loifes  ; 
tod  that  they  hereby  gain  fo  many  new  intercef* 
fors  with  the  matter  o(  the  harvefl:,  to  give  them  a 
more  abundant  crop  in  their  fpiritual  excurfious. 
Thefe  diforders  often  attack  the  neophytes  in  their 
journeys,  in  which  they  are  quite  deftitute  of  all 
manner  of  affiltance.    It  fometimes,  happens,  that, 

when 
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yhen  they  have  fcarce  got  half  way,  the  fmall-pox 
overtakes  them,  and  obliges  them  to  flop  ftiort,'  in 
imminent  danger  of  perilling  on  fome  defart  (hore, 
or  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  barbarians.  Father 
Cattaneo,  who,  at  his  very  firft  entrance  upon  this 
million  in  the  year  1730,  happened  to  be  prefent  at 
one  of  thefe  fudden  furprizes  by  ficknefs,  gives  us, 
in  one  of  his  letters,  fuch  a  detail  of  the  diftrefs  at- 
tending them,  as  can  fcarce  be  read  without  (hed- 
ding  tears. 

Such  is  this  pretended  kingdom,  of  which,  it  is 
faid,  that  the  Jefuits  are  fovereigns  of,  and  draw 
from  treafures  enough  to  enrich  all  the  fociety  ; 
but  into  which,  it  is  added,  th^y  take  the  greateft 
care  not  to  let  any  ftrangers  enter,  left  it  fliould  be 
difcovered  what  ufe  they  makfepf  all  thefe  riches, 
and  be  driven  out  of  the  country,  in  cafe  the 
avenues  to  it  came  to  be  well'  known.  Nothing 
has,  as  yet,  been  faid  of  the  Chriftian  Republick 
of  the  CbiquiteSy  which  the  fame  Jefuiis  of  Para- 
guay founded  a  little  more  than  lixty  years  ago, 
in  the  province  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  and  of 
which  I  ihall  fpeak  in  due  feafon.  It  differs  in  no^ 
thing  from  that  of  the  Guaranis,  upon  which  it  has 
been  modelled,  but  that  it  was  fboner  brought  to 
perfection,  becaufe  the  Chiquites  are  more  laborious 
than  the  Guaranis ;  and  fupported  their  miilionaries 
for  fome  yearii,  during  which  they  received  no  pen- 
fion  from  coui^t,  as  the  Neophytes  had  not  as  yet 
been  declared  immediate  vaflals  of  the  crown,  nor 
were,  confequently,  liable  to  pay  any  tribute. 

I  CANNOT  better  conclude  this  defcrip  ion  of  the 
Chriftian  Republick  eflablilhed  on  the  Parana  and 
the  Uruguay,  than  by  the  following  letter  written 
to  Phillip  V,  in  172 1,  by  Don  Pedro  Faxardo,  c£ 
the  order  of  the  Trinity  for  the  redemption  of  cap^ 
tives,  and  then  bilhop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  hi* 
lordlhip  vifited  all  the  reduftions  of  his  diocefe. 

SIRE, 
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SIRE, 

A  letter  from  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  in  which 
^y  perfon  is  but  little  fpared,  having  lately  fallen 
into  my  hands,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  your 
majefly.  I  am  little  concerned  at  what  it  contains 
to  my  prejudice ;  but  I  cannot  be  filent  in  regard 
to  the  calumnies  and  faife  accufations,  with  which 
it  loads  the  milfionaries  of  this  province.  As  the  wri- 
ter declares,  that  letters  in  the  fame  ftrain  have  been 
written  to  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  I  fliould 
be  very  much  to  blame,  if  I  did  not  difcover  the 
malice  of  thofe,  who  write  them,  and  inform  your 
jnajefty  of  the  prudent  behaviour  and  ufeful  labours 
of  the  truely  apoftolic  men,  againft  whom  they 
rail,  though  not  without  wounding  me  through  their 
iides. 

Thi  s  is  not  the  lirfl:  time,  Sire,  that  fimilar  com- 
plaints have  been  made  of  theie  miflionaries  to  the 
jfupreme  couxicil  of  the  Indies,  •  But  thefe  fathers, 
who  have  notjhing  in  view  but  the  glory  of  God» 
and  the  prefervation  and  increafe  of  their  flouriftiing 
-miilions,  have  fupported  all  the  attacks  made  on 
them,  with  a  conftancy  and  equanimity,  by  which 
i  could  not  but  be  gready  edified.  What  furprifes 
me  ftiU  mqre,  is  that  not  only  they  appear  quite 
infenfible  to  all  the  ftrokes  made  at  them,  but  that 
for  all  thefe  injuries  they  return  nothing  but  kind- 
nefe  and  charity.  How  many  poor  families  are  there 
in  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  who  would  ftarve  but 
for  their  Pittance  f  With  what  ^eal  do  they  not 
labour  for  the  falvation  of  the  inlmbitants/  They 
<X)mfort  diem  in  their  affliftions  ;  they  |ireach  to 
them  the  trutte  of  the  gofpel ;  they  affift  them  in 
ficknefe  i  they  inftru(a  their  children ;  they  com- 
|X)fe  their  diflentions ;  they  reconcile  them  when 
<nanies  ;  they  are  always  ready  to  ferve  thofe,  who 

an  any  (hape  ftand  in  need  of  it. 

But 
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But  6)  many  virtues,  inftcad  of  procuring  them, 
as  one  might  naturally  expert,  the  love  and  eftcem 
of  this  people,  ferve  only  to  make  them  more  rea- 
dily yield  to  the  malicious  stacks  of  calumny.  I 
am  not  afraid  to  fay,  that,  if  thefe  fathers  had  lefe 
virtue,  they  would  be  lefs  hated.  I  have  often  vi- 
fited.  their  miffions ;  and  I  can  aflure  your  niajefly, 
that  I  never  beheld  more  order  or  difintereftednefe, 
than  that  with  which  they  are  governed  by  thefe  fa- 
thers, who  make  ufe  of  nothing  belonging  to  the 
Neophytes  for  their  own  cloathing  or  fubfiftence. 
In  thefe  numerous  towns,  compofed  of  Indians  na- 
turally given  to  all  manner  of  vice,  there  reigns  lb 
much  innocence,  that  I  don't  believe  a  (ingle  mortal 
fin  is  committed  in  them ;  the  paftors  of  them 
preventing  by  their  great  viglilance  the  commiffion 
of  the  fmalleft  faults.  I  happened  to  be  in  one  of 
thefe  towns  on  a  feftival  of  our  lady,  and  few  eight 
hundred  perfons  communicate.  It  is  not  furprizing, 
that  the  enemy  of  mankind  ftiouldexecute  fo  many 
ftorms  againft  fo  holy  a  work,  and  ufe  all  his 
endeavours  to  deftroy  it.  It  is  true,  that  the  Miflio- 
naries  are  particularly  attentive  to  hinder  Indians 
from  cOnverfing  with  the  Spaniards  ;  and  they  are 
very  much  in  the  right  of  it ;  as  fuch  converlation 
could  not  fail  giving  a  mortal  blow  to  their  inno- 
cence. It  would  introduce  libertinifin  and  a  total 
corruption  of  manners.  Of  this  we  have  a  very 
ftriking  proof  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Indians  in- 
habiting the  four  Indian  towns  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  city. 

It  is,  likewife,  true,  that  thefe  Indians  yield  s»i 
unlimited  fubmWion  to  their  fathers  in  Jefus  Chrift ; 
and  what  is  very  fuprizing,  there  appears  more 
gratitude  in  barbarians,  who,  before  their  converfion, 
gave  room  to  doubt  if  they  were  men,  than  even 
in  thofe  bom  in  the  bofom  of  the  church. '  As  to 
their  piietended  riches,  nothing  can  be  more  chime- 
rical. 


§6i  THE    HISTORY 

* 

rical.  What  they  earn  by  their  labour  goes  entrreiy 
to  procure  them  neceflariesfor  their  churches  jcoarfe 
and  cheap  cloathmg ;  and,  every  day,  a  finall  quan- 
tity of  meat,  Indian  corn,  and  garden  fluff.  Were 
thefe  milfions  worth  the  Jefuits  fb  much,  would 
their  colleges  be  fo  poor,  as  to  almofl  want  the  com- 
mon neceifaries  of  life  ? 

For  my  part,  who  am  perfeftly  well  acquainted 
with  every  thmg  done  in  thefe  miffions,  I  cannot 
help  applying  to  the  company  of  Jefus,  thofe  words 
of  the  book  of  Wifdom  :  How  beautiful  is  a  cbajle 
generation^  when  joined  with  the  lujire  of  a  pure  and 
burning  zeal !  which  changes  fo  many  infidels  into 
true  children  of  the  church  ;  trains  them  up  in  the 
fear  of  God  ;  forms  them"  to  the  pradtice  of  chrif- 
tian  virtues ;  and,  in  order  to  maintain  them  in 
piety,  and  preferve  them  from  the  contagion  of  vice, 
patiently  fuffers  the  moft  atrocious  caluilmies.  I'he 
memory  of  fucb  a  generation  is  precious  in  tbejigbt  of 
God  and  man ;  particularly,  in  that  of  your  ma- 
jefiy,  to  whom  this  province  is  indebted  for  fb 
many  fevours. 

It  is  in  their  name.  Sire,  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  prefent  this  memorial  to  your  majefly  ;  and  to 
afk  of  you  the  fame  favour,  that  was  afked  of  Do- 
mitiari  by  one  of  his  fubjefts.  I  have,  lord,  faid 
Kej  one  day,  to  this  emperor,  an  enemy,  who  grieves 
greatly  at  all  the  marks  of  goodnefs  you  give  me  ; 
but  I  befeech  you,  to  give  me  flill  more  of  them, 
tliat  he  ma'y  have  flill  greater  reafon  to  grieve,  da 
Cdfar  tanto  tUj  magis  ut  doleai.  This  is  what  I  ex- 
pedl  from  your  majefly's  goodnefs,  in  behalf  of 
ttefe  poor  Indians,  fervently  praying  God  to 
|)refef ve  you  for  the  good  of  this  monarchy. 

ht  Buenos  Ay  res,  the  20  th  of  May  1 7  2 1 . 

Brother  Peter,  Bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

50  O  K 
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New  decrees  of  the  Spanijb  court  in  favour  of  tb% 
Indians^  efpecidly  tboje  fubmitting  ivitbout  comi 
pulfiotij  and  civilized  and  converted  by  tbe  Jefuits. 
Royal  vijitor  in  tbe  redudions.  Some  Spaniards 
faem  willing  to  comply  witb  tbe  royal  decrees  iff 
favour  of  tbe  Indians,  wbiljl  otbers  attempt  to  make 
/laves  even  of  tbofe  belonging  to  tbe  redu£lions.  L>e^ 
fcription  of  tbe  town  called  St.  Paul  of  Pritaningus 
in  Brazil  Wby  tbe  inhabitants  calkd  Marnluu 
Tbe  Mamelus  carry  into  /lavery  fevered  of  tjje  Re^ 
4u£tion  Indians ;  and  are  tbe  occafton  of  many  ptore 
feparating  from  tbeir  pajiors  to  feek  Jbelter  in  tbi 
woods,  wberefome  perijb  tbrougb  want  and  fatigue^ 
and  otbers  are  devoured  by  wild  beafis.  Divijioif 
of  tbe  provinces  of  Paraguay,  and  Rio  de  la  Plata 
T)efcription  of  tbe  country  galkd  Tape,  Curiouf 
animal.  Curious  vegetables.  ReduSions  ejic^lifbe^ 
in  Tape.  Singular  nations  called  Caaiguas.  J^oe 
melus  dejiroy  two  Spanijb  towns.  ReduSlions  re-r 
moved  to  avoid  tbeir  fury.  Spaniards  refufe  to  ^ 
tbe  new  cbrijlians. 


f^ 


16  o-  \A7''^^^^  ^^^  fathers  Macet^  an<^ 
I  13'  VV  Ca)tal4ino  were  .extending  thdr 
Spiritual  conquefts  ampng  tJieX^uaranis  on  the  bankf 
pf  the  P^rapamena,  ipme  of  their  brethren  had  thp 
happinefs  or  founding  a  reduction  under  the  namec^ 

St.  I^nati^iff 
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St.  Ignatius  Guaza,  between  the  Tebiquari  and  the 
Parana,  and  of  converting  a  gr^at  number  of  the 
Diaguites.  Even  a  Cacique  among  the  Guaycu- 
rus,  who  alEFeded  to  be  called  Don  Martin^  ap- 
plied for  fome  Jefuits  to  inftrutt  his  fubjedts.  But, 
though  the  Spaniards  could  not  expe^  to  live  with 
any  comfort  in  the  country  without  making  friends 
of  thefe  Indians,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  make 
friends  of  them  without  firft  making  them  chrif- 
tians,  they  could  not  bear  even  the  diftant  prof- 
pedk  of  lofing  the  perfonal  fervice  of  thefe  poor 
creatures,  whom  they  in  a  manner,  confidered 
as  part  of  their  property.  Nay,  fome  of  them,  in 
hopes,  it  is  probable,  of  fruftrating  the  charitable 
defigns  of  the  miffionaries,  went  fo  far  as  to  pub* 
lilh,  that  the  Spaniards  had  killed  the  relation  of 
Don  Martin,  to  whom  thefe  fathers  had  promifed 
the  fulleft  fecurity  few:  himfelf  and  hie  fubjefts. 
while  they  remained  along  with  him,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  come  and  fettle  nearer  the  province 
of  Paraguay.  But  the  authors  of  fe  fcandalous  a 
report  were  fortunately  difeovered^  thou^  not 
punifhed  with  the  feverity  they  deferved. 
^  In  the  mean  time,  Don  Francifco  Alfero 

^  ^^*"  arrived  in  Tucuman,  in  quality  of  royal 
"vifitor,  with  inftrudticMis  to  rebate  the  manner,  in 
which  the  Indians  giveii  in  command  (hould  be 
treated,  fo  as  to  leave  no  juft  reafon,  to  com- 
plain, to  them,  or  the  Spaniards.  But  it  was  no 
eafy  matter  to  determine,  what  the  Spaniards 
had  a  juft  right  to  exped.  The  perfonal  fer- 
vice, on  the  footing  it  then  ftood,  could  only 
be  confidered  as  an  abufe  of  the  commands,  which 
it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  reduce  to  equitable 
bounds;  and,  accordingly,  neither  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign,  nor  the  reprefentations  of  the 
biftiops,  nor  the  feverity  of  the  governors  and  in- 
ferior 
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ferior  magifirate^  have:  a&  yet  been  able  to  conquer 
this  inveterate  evili 

Thb  vifiteDv  after  declaring  his^  majefty's:  inten- 
tions, and. conferring  in  private  with  feveral  per{bns 
who  befl:  underftood.  the  nature  of  the  affair,  called 
an  affembiy  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  pro- 
vince, inwhich  every  point  was  very  maturely  ex- 
amined andi  difcuffed  The*  refult  was  an  uirani- 
TOous-  decree,  that  the  perfbnal  fo'vice,  in  the 
manner  it  was  then  exa^ed  in  the:  country,  was 
unlawful  foD  .the  reaibns  publickly  alled^  by 
every  merafaer.  The  vifiijer,  dwn,  fet  out  for  Cor- 
duba,  where  the  evil  was  .much  greater  than  at 
Santiago^  and,  on  his  arrival  there,  pubti{hed  the 
king's  order,  the '  viceroy's  edidts,  the  ientences 
of  tt^  royal'  audience  oB  Charcas,  andf  the  new 
decree  juftr  now  -mentioned^  But  be  met  with  fa: 
many  obftades  in  tht  execution  of  them,  tlm  he 
thought  proper  to  mitigate  them  a  little,  in  hopes'^ 
that,  by  proceeding  with  mxare  gentlenefs,  he  might 
the  foaner:  (^ppie  the  parties:  ocmcerned:  to  yields 
at  lafb^  an  unlimited  obedience  id  the  jiift  cchh- 
mandsv  of  dieir  fuperiors.  But  we  are  not  told 
how  far  he  carried  his  condefceniion^  nor  what  ef- 
fe^  itF  thenr^pnxiuced.  AH  we  know  of  the  mat- 
ter is,  tihat.be  cemained  but-a  fliort  time  in  this 
town  ; ,  aodi  tjiait,  if  ever  the '  perfimal  fervke  was 
put  upoi^  a  prc^r  footing,  it  continued  fo  hut 
a  viery.  fluort  time.  ~ 

■'  Tkd.vifiier^dK^fetoutfor-the  AiTumption,  in 
oompany  with  Dan  Diego  Maritin  Negroni,  nsmeid;' 
tpr  the.  goivei^ament  of  Paraguay  and  &e  pDvimiai 
qfiithe  Jefiiits  whom  he  had  niet  at  Cordiiba; 
j^prfyctc  diftance  from  the  AiEunption,  they  were 
pr«tty  much>iurpri29ed  to  fee  a  large  boat  draw  near/ 
thoBi .  ccvverai)  .with  green  brandies  and  flowq:s.; 
l)iit  more  fi>,  when  diey  found  it  carried  the  fen  of 
Dqn  Martin,  the  Guaycurus  Cacique^  whom  hia 

Vol.  I.  Y  father 
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father  had  fent  to  compliment  the  vifiter  in  hi< 
name,  and  obtain  leave  for  himfelf  to  wait  upon 
him  in  perfon.  The  young  Indian  acquiited  him- 
felf fo  well  of  his  commiiTion,  that  he  charmed  all 
the  fpeftators  ;  and  the  vifiter,  the  governor,  and 
the  provincial  thought  proper  to  perform  the  reft 
of  the  journey  in  his  boat,  in  order  to  give  him 
an  unqueftionable  proof  of  their  reliance  on  his 
afliirances.  Don  Martin  himfelf  arrived  at  the 
Affumption,  in  a  very  fhort  time  after  them,  ac- 
companied by  father  Gonzales  who  had  been  fent 
to  him  at  bis  requeft,  and  a  great  many  of  his 
countrymen,  who  were  all  very  well  received.  He 
even  brought  another  fon  of  his,  two  years  old,  to 
be  baptized  ;  and,  though  he  himfelf  had  not  as 
yet  applied  for  that  favour,  father  Torrez  thought 
proper  to  comply  with*  his  requeft  ;  the  vifiter  and 
the  governor  ftanding  ^^nfbrs,  in  perfbn,  to  the 
young  chriftian. 

The  .vifiter,  then,  caufed  the  fame  publications  to 
be  made  in  the  AfTumptbn,  in  regard  to  the  per- 
fonal  fervice,  which  he  had  before  ordered  at  Cor- 
duba  and  Santiago ;  but  the  principal  inhabitants, 
many  of  whom  were  related  to  the  firft  families  c£ 
Spain,  rcprefented-to  him^  that,  by  depriving  them 
of  thei  fervices  of  the  Indians,  or  reducing  it  to 
die .  limats  nientioned  in  his  prodamatioOy  they 
fhooald  be  abfolutely  difabled  from  paymg  the 
king,  what  his  majefty  required  of  them.  All 
this  was  itrue;  butrit. was  their  own  fault,  and  that 
of  .tiheir^ forefathers^:  who,  by  trieatii^  the  natives 
of 'the  country  withrmore  jufticc  and  humanity^ 
might  have  obtained. far  greater  fer vices  from  them^ 
than  any  they  could  expeft  in  the  ibite  of  flavery^ 
to.  which  they  had  reduced  them.  The  evil^  how-- 
every  being  already  done  (for  a  prodigious  nmn^f. 
berdF  Indians  had  periftied  by  excelHve  labour^ 
oar:  fled  to  avoid  ^iQ  the  vifiter  thought  he  m^ht 
i;    .  :  content 
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confent  to  a  medium,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  would  not  render  defperate  fo  many  perfons  of 
quality,  (hould,  in  no  ftiape,  ftrike  at  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign.  He,  therefore,  permitted  thofe^ 
who  had  Indians  in  command,  to  exadk  from  them, 
during  the  fpace  of  one  month  in  every  year,  what 
fervices  they  thought  proper,  provided  they  paid 
them  wages  for  the  work  done  during  the  other 
eleven  months.  To  this  regulation  he  added  feveral 
others  in  favour  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  king  not 
only  approved  the  gratuitous  fervice  'of  thofe  in 
conimand  during  one  month,  but  gave  leave  to  ex- 
tend it  to  two  months,  as  it  had  been  at  the  firft 
inliitution  of  the  conunands.  But  it  will  appear 
hereafter,  that,  ia  procefs  of  time,  things  infenubly 
returned  to  their  old  footing. 

The  vifiter,  next,  declared,  in  the  king's  name, 

that  neither  the  Guaranis  nor  the  Guaycurus  fhould 

ever  be  given  in  command^    upon  any  pretence 

.  whatfbever ; .  and  that  the  fathers  of  the  fociety  of 

lefiis  fhould,  done,  be  charged  with  the  care  of  in- 

iruaing  and  civiUzbg  the^ ;  and  engagii^  them 

to  acknowledge  for .  fovereigns  the  kings  of  Spain^ 

of  whom  they  (hould  be  confidered  as  the  im- 

-  mediate  vaffak;  and  that  their  miffionaries  fhould 

.receive  out  of  the  royal  treafiiry  the  fame  falary, 

that  was  allowed  « to  the  parifh  prieft  among  the 

Jndians  of  Peru.  rBut  ftther  Torrez  b^ged  the 

vifiter  to  reduce  it  to  one  fourth,  aflurmg  him^ 

-that  it  was  enoxagh  for.  religions  men,  who  knew 

•  how  to  H ve  withia  -bounds.    We  have  already  fecn^ 

that  what  the  kii^ .  aUows  the  parifh  priefts  of  die 

iredudtions  for  their  ifabfiftence,  is  taken  from  the 

-tribute,  whichibc  Indians  of  them  pay  his  ma- 

j«fly.     Thou^  father  Torrez's  difmtereftednefe 

gave  §preat.  fatisfsu^ion,  the  vifiter  had  fcarce  left 

^he:  Allumption,   when  there  arofe  fo  furious  a 

fiferte  againft  the  Jefuits,  as  the  duthors  of  thefe 

Y  z  new 
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ntw  regulations  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  that 
they  were  oblised  to  retire  to  their  farm-houfe  in 
the  neighbournood.  Soon  after  their  expuUion, 
however,  one  of  the  moft  confideraUe  inhaoitants, 
attended  by  all  the  Indians  he  had  in  command, 
waited  on  the  governor,  and  protefted  to  him,  upon 
oath,  that  he  would  rather  fee  himfelf  reduced  to 
b^gary,  than  trefpais  the  bounds  lately  prefcribed 
to  the  encomenderoes.  Then,  turning  to  his  In- 
dians, he  declared  to  them,  that  he  by  no  means, 
pretended  to  treat  them  as  flaves  for  the  future,  as 
he  had  hitherto  done;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  confider  them  as  his  children.  Though 
this  huniane  and  charitable  b,&  made  {o  great  an 
impreffion  upon  moft  of  thole  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  that  the  Jefuits  were  foon  invited  back 
to  their  college,  there  ftill  remained  a  leaven  of  ill 
will  againft  them,  which  has  often  fhown  itfdf, 
eipecially  fmce  the  Spaniards  begmi  again  to  treat 
the  Indians  with  their  ufual  crudty  and  injuftice. 
Don  Francifco  concluded  his  vifitation  by  a  tour 
to.  Santiago,  where  he  ted  recdved  the  ftridteft 
orders  from  his  majefty,  and  the  viceroy  of  Peru, 
to  fee  the  Jefiiits  re-eftablilhed ;  but  he  nad  no  oo- 
cafion  to  proceed  to  violent  mediodi  for  that  pur- 
pojfe.  The  new  govonor,  and  his  predeceffer, 
who  had  been  feverdy  reprimanded  by  die  king 
^r  differing  the  Jefuits  to  be  driven  out  of  die 
place ;  the  biftiop,  who  now  bfigm  to  lament  with 
tears  his  weak^efs  in  regard  to  dno,  and  die  in- 
habitants  of  every  rank ;  all  being  readier  txxreodve 
tftem^  than  they  were  to  return.  The  fathers, 
however,  at  length  complied ;  and  die  Tifiter  4En^ 
-dowed  their  college,  pardy  out  of  the  king's  Tcve- 
hues,  and  pardy  out  of  thofe  of  the  cathedral  A^ 
&minary  was,  likewife,  opened  fen*  the  edacatkn 
jof '  youdi ;  but  it  was  foon  after  transferred  M 
l^tduba,  which  is,  at  prefent,  die  c^tat  di  the 

provincci 
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^province)  and  the  relidence  of  its  biifaops.  Much 
about  the  fame  time^  the  Sppiiards,  ^rtned  at 
fome  events,  which  they  confidered  as  fo  many 
Judgments  upon  thofe,  who  had  made  the  greateft 
abufe  of  the  commands,  fmcerely  renounced  the 
peribnal  fervice,  which  they  had  hitherto  exafted 
from  the  Indians.  Some  of  them  even  made  them 
very  large  prefents,  by  way  of  atonement  for  their 
former  oppreffions ;  and  thefe  poor  creatures,  tranf- 
{x>rted  widijoy'at  fo  fudden  a  change,  did  nothing 
but  extol  thofe,  to  whom  they  imagined  they  were 
chiefly  indebted  for  it ;  aqd  fent  them  invitation^ 
from  every  quarter,  to  fetde  among  them,  promiP 
in^  to  TGj^y  their  endeavours  with  the  greateft  do- 
cility and  fuhmiflion. 

£v£jiY  thing  being  thus  regulated  in  Tucuman, 
father  Torres  turned  all  his  thou^ts  towards  the 
province  of  Guayra.  The  firft  ftephetookwas 
to  tmd  £ither  Antonio  Ruiz  de  IV^ntoya,  lately 
arrived  from  Spain,  to  the  aiTiftaQce  of  the  fathers 
>Maceta  and  Cataldino,  who  were  no  Icmger  fuf- 
6cient  for  the  prod^ous  number  cf  Guaranis, 
that  daily  came  to  put  themfelves  under  their  con- 
dud:.  The  four  xedudkbiis,  however,  which  thefe 
mifllionaries  had  already  formed,  were  not  as  yet 
overftocked  with  chriftians ;  for,  having  remarked, 
that  moft  of  their  profelytes  repaired  to  them, 
merely  to  avoid  being  molefted  by  the  Spaniards, 
or  the  Portuguese  of  Brazil;  and  in  order  to  tie 
the  better  aJble  to  defend  themfelves  i^ainft  their 
old  enemies;  they  hcgBn  to  admk  them  with  (bme 
reftr^e,  as  n^y  of  thofe  who  had  been  too 
re$idily  received,  ioon  grew  tired  of  die  r^^ular 
itfe  they  were  imde  to  lead,  and  returned  to  their 
woods  and  mountains,  when  the  mifllioniaries 
ieaft  expe&ed  it,  in  fpite  of  all  the  indulgence  that 
:a>ukl  be  albwed  them  without  diihonouring  the 

Y  3  reEgiod 
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religion,  which  it  was  the  chief  ambition  of  th^ 
miilionari^  to  make  them  embrace. 

In  the  year  1615,  Father  Torrez,  who  had,  but 
feven  years  before  founded  this  province  with  fe- 
ven  jeluits,  was  fiicceeded  by  father  Pedro  de  Onate, 
to  whom  he  left  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen ;  and  this  number  was  greatly  encreafed,  the  ' 
year  following,  by  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from 
Europe,  fo  that  thefe  religious  now  found  them-  . 
^felves  in  a  condition  to  open  regular  clailes  in  their 
colleges  at  Buenos  Ayres,  Santafe  and  St.  Michael ; 
fupply  with  paftors  fome  Spanifli  towns  deftitute  of 
^fpiritual  ai&ftance ;  and  fend  others  to  maintain  and 
extend  the  ipiritual  conquefts  they  had  already  made 
among  the  Indians,  and  attempt  new  ones.    Of 
thoie  fent  on  this  laft  errand,  father  Gonzalez  had 
jthe  greateft  fucceis.     He  founded  a  reduction  at  a 
place  called  Itapua,   iixty  leagues  from  the  A(- 
fumption,  where  a  gut,  by  which  a  marlh  drains 
into  the  Parana,  forms  a  kind  of  port ;  and  two 
others  in  the  neighbourhood.     But  Don  Ferdi- 
nando  Arias,  who  had  married  this  fether's  fitter, 
and  had   been  lately  promoted,   for  the  fecond 
time,  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  had  like 
to  have  blafted  thefe  promifing  appearances  by 
an  indifcreet  attempt  to  forward  them.     Contrary 
to  his  brother-in-law's  advice,  he  would  vifit  the 
.  new  redudtions ;  and,  though  the  Neophytes,  fuf- 
iiciently  apprized  by  their  pallor  of  the  friendlinefs 
pf  his  intentions,  cxprefled  the  greateft  pleafure  at 
.feeing  him,  the  afjpearance  of  about  fifty  foldiers, 
whom  he  had  takbn  along  with  him,  caufed  fuch  an 
alarm    among   the    neighbourmg   Indians,    that, 
while  he  was  difpofing  of  all  the  civil  and  military 
employments  rof  the  new  eftablifhments,  with  tte 
:  fame  authority  he  could  have  done  in  any  Spahifh 
.tpwnof  his  government,  a  large  body  aflembled 
to  cut  him  off  in  his  return ;  and  would  have  in- 
■    ^  '  falliblv 
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fallibly  done  it,  had  not  his  brother-in-law's  elo- 
quence opened  him  a  paflage  through  them.  The 
governor,  having  thought  proper  to  offer  the  ca- 
cique, who  commanded  them,  a  ftafF  of  command, 
in  the  king's  name,  the  bai  barian  prince  nobly  an* 
fwered,  that  he  had,  for  a  long  time  paft,  command- 
ed in  the  country  without  any  fuch  ftaff ;  and,  there- 
fore, defired  him  to  keep  the  bauble  for  fomebody 
elfe,  who  might  think  it  worth  his  acceptance. 
^  g  In  the  mean  time,  an  epidemick  dif - 
^  ^^"'  *  eafe  broke  out  in  the  old  reduftions, 
and  carried  off  a  great  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  but  thefe  lofles,  as  they  ferved  to  people 
heaven,  gave  the  miffionaries  much  lefs  uneafinefe 
than  they  fuffered  by  living  fo  near  the  town 
of  Villarica,  whofe  inhabitants  let  flip  no  op 
portunity  of  carrying  off  all  the  new  chriftians 
they  could  furprize,  treating  them  in  a  manner 
that  expofed  them  to  the  danger  of  lofing  their 
faith  along  with  their  liberty.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  the  fathers  thought  *  proper  to  remove  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  Paranapane  and  the  Pirape ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  they  difcovered,  that,  by 
flying  from  one  enemy,  they  got  more  within  the 
reach  of  another,  v/hoic  ncigbourhood  foon  be- 
came fatal  to  all  thefe  new  churches.  Thefe  were 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  a  finall 
town  of  the  province  of  St.  Vincent  in  Brazil,  of 
whoie  origin  and  character  it  is  requifite  I  fhould 
fay  fomething,  that  the  reader  may  the  better  un- 
derftand  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

The  Portuguefe  who  conquered  Brazil,  after 
building  St.  Vmcent  on  the  fea  fhore,  fent  colonics 
into  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  where  they 
built  fome  towns,  of  which  one  of  the  mofl  famous 
was  this  of  St.  Paul,  furnamed  Piratininga  from 
the  Indian  name  of  the  diflridt,  in  which  it  was 
founded.     Some  time  after  the  foimdation  of  this 

Y  4  place, 
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phce,  father  Emmanuel  de  Nobrega,  who  had  been 
lent  over  to  Brazil  by  St.  Ignatius,  and  was  the  firft 
provincial  of  the  jefbits  there,  finding,  that  this  lit- 
tle town  was  advantageoufly  fituated  to  found  a  nu- 
merous church  of  Brazilians;  and  im^ining,  be- 
fides,  that  the  Indians  here  were  more  docile  than 
thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Vincent,  removed 
to  it  the  college  of  this  kft  city ;  and,  as  he  arrived 
at  Piratininga  the  eve  of  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul, 
he  gave  his  new  church  the  name  of  that  apoflJe ; 
and  this  name,  in  courfe  of  time,  becapie  that  of 
the  town  itlelf. 

^  g  The  inhabitants  of  this  pl^ce  continued, 
'  '  for  fome  time,  in  religious  fentiments, 
through  the  endeavours  of  the  jefuits  cftablilhed 
among  them ;  and  the  Indians  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, for  whom  thefe  fathers  found  means  to  ob^ 
tain  good  treatment  froin  their  new  neighbours, 
embraced  the  gofpel  jn  great  numbers.  But  this 
fuccefs  was  of  (hort  continuance,  and  the  Portu-» 
guefe  colony  of  St,  J^aul  of  Piratiningue,  upon 
which  the  miflionaries  had  founded  their  greateft 
hopes  for  extending  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
foon  became  an  invincible  barrier  in  the  way  of 
their  fpiritual  conquefts,  The  evil  proceeded  from 
another  colony  contiguous  to  that  of  St.  Paul,  in 
which  the  blood  of  the  Portuguefe  had  been  greatly 
mixed  with  that  of  the  Brazilians ;  for  the  conta-. 
gion  of  this  bad  example  foon  reaching  St.  Paul, 
there  fprang  from  this  mixture,  a  perverfe  gene^ 
ration,  who  carried  their  diforders  of  every  kind 
to  fudi  an  excefs,  that,  -  in  procefs  of  time,  they 
came  to  be  called  Ma^ius^  on  account  of  their 
great  refemblance  to  thefe  flaves  of  the  ancient 
fultansofE^'pt, 

Thi  s  diflblution  became  fo  general,  in  {jpite  of  all 
the  endeavours  of  the  governors,  magiftrates,  and 
jefuhs,  fccQnded  by  the  ecclefiaftical  fuperiours,  to 
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put  ^  *ftop  to  it,  that  th^  Mamelus,*at  length, 
fliook  off  the  yoke  of  all  divine  and  human  au- 
thority. Upon  this,  a  great  number  of  banditti  of 
tiifferent  nations,  Portugueze,  Spaniards,  Dutch, 
and  Italians,  who  were  obliged  to  fly  the  juftice 
of  men,  and  defpifed  that  of  God,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  natives  fettled  amoneft  them  ;  and, 
having  foon  contraifted  a  tafte  for  violence  and 
rapine,  gave  themfeives  up  to  it  without  res- 
traint, and  filled  with  horror  a  great  extent  of 
country.  The  Ihorteft  method  of  putting  a  ftop 
to  fo  great  an  evil,  was  to  purge  the  earth  of  thefe 
mifcreants.  It  was  equally  the  intereft  of  the 
two  crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  now  united 
under  one  head,  to  attempt  it.  But  the  town  of 
St.  Paul,  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  rock,  the  ave- 
nues to  which  may  be  eafily  defended  by  a  few 
refolute  fellows,  could  only  be  reduced  by  fimiine ; 
and  a  much  more  numerous  army  would  have  been 
requifite  for  this  purpofe,  than  either  Brazil  or 
Paraguay  could  raife  and  fupport.*  Befides,  there 
never  exifted,  between  the  two  nations,  haj*mony 
enough  to  make  fiich  an  enterprize  fiicceed. 

The  air  at  St.  Paul  is  very  wholefome  and  the  iky 
•always  ferene.  The  weather  too,  is  very  temperate, 
though  it  lies  in  the  44th  degree  of  South  latitude. 
All  me  lands  about  are  very  fertile,  and  produce 
the  beft  of  wheat,  befides  the^neft  ftigar  canes ;  and 
abound  with  exceedms  good  paftures.  It  could, 
therefore,  be  merely  through  a  Ipirit  of  tibertiniftn, 
and  a  love  of  rapinei  that  the  Mamelus  (o  long 
made  it  their  buhnefs  to  overruB,  in  fpite  of  the 
greateft  dangers  of  every  kind,  and  die  mofl:  con-r 
ftant  fatigues,  theft  vaft  unculth^ated  regions, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  they  have  deiponed  ctf 
two  niillions  of  inhabitants,  fo  that  their  own  coun- 
try myft  foon  have  been  without  inhabhauts.  If 

to 
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to  the  many  who  never  returned  from  tfacfe  ex- 
curiions,  which  fometimes  lafted  (even  years,  they 
did  not  fubftitute  fbme  of  the  captives  they 
brou^t  home  widi  them,  or  fbme  Indians,  with 
whom  they  had  formed  an  alliance. 

The  Spaniards  of  Paraguay  were  as^eat  fuf- 
ferers  by  thefe  ruffians,  as  the  Indian  nations  that 
happened  to  lie  in  their  pafTage.  But  the  former 
could  blame  none  but  tnemfelves  for  what  they 
fufiered ;  for,  had  they  fu[^rted  the  redudtbns 
prc^)erly,  the  Mamdus  would  have  found  in  them 
an  infliperable  barrier ;  but  to  their  great  misfor* 
tune,  avarice  blinded  diem  to  their  real  interefl. 
They  could  not  help  confidering  thefe  new  churches 
merely  as  a  part  of  their  property,  and  never  open- 
ed their  eyes  to  the  advant^es  they  might  have 
lawfully  derived  firom  them,  till  all  this  frontier  was 
unpeopled  and  entirely  ruined.  As  the  Mamelus, 
however,  fbon  met  with  more  refiflance  from  the 
new  chriflians,  than  they,  at  fir  ft,  expedted,  and 
did  not  chufe  ta  weaken  themfelves  by  dint  of  con- 
queft,  they  had  recoiu-fe  to  flratagem,  and  put 
feveral  kinds  in  practice. 

Th  a  t,  which  for  fbme  time  fucceeded  befl,  was, 
to  appear  in  finall  parties,  led  by  commanders  in 
the  habit  of  jefuits,  in  thofe  places,  which  they  knew 
the  jefuits  frequented  in  hopes  of  making  profe- 
lytes.  The  firft  thing  they  did  on  thefe  occafions 
was  to  eredt  crofles.  They,  next,  made  little  prefents 
to  the  Indians  they  met ;  diflributed  remedies  a- 
mong  the  fick  ;  and,  as  they  were  mafters  of  the 
Guaraqi  language,  exhorted  them  to  embrace  the 
chriflian  religion,  of  which  they  explained  to  them, 
in  a  few  words,  the  principal  articles.  When  they 
had  by  thefe  arts  alfembled  a  great  number  of 
them,  they  propofed  to  them  to  remove  to  fbme 
more  convenient  fpot,  where  they  aflured  them  they 
ihould  want  for  nothing.  Moft  of  the  poor  crea- 
tures 
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tures  permitted  themfelves  to  be  thus  led  by  the 
nofe  by  thefe  wolves  in  ftieep's  cloathing,  till  the 
traitors,  dropping  the  maflc,  began  to  tie  them ; 
x:utting  the  throats  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
€fcape,  and  carrying  the  reft  into  flavery.  Some, 
however,  efcaped,  from  time  to  time,  and  alarmed 
the  whole  country.  The  jefuits  were  confidere4 
by  the  Indians,  as  the  authors  of  this  wicked  con^ 
trivance,  till  thefe  fathers  could  point  out  who  they 
really  were ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  befides  being 
expofed  to  greater  dangers  than  ever  during  their 
excurfions,  generally  returned  without  being  able 
to  prevail  on  any  Indians  to  follow  them. 

The  Indians  of  the  new  republick  formed  17 18 
by  thefe  fathers,  had  not  till  now  been  admitted  to 
the  holy  table,  except  at  the  hour  of  death ;  nor 
were  any  admitted  even  then,  but  fuch  as  had  with- 
ftood  a  tryal  of feven  years  fince  their  baptiiin.  Thijs 
time  was  thought  neceflary  to  obtain  certain  proofs 
.of  their  conftancy ;  to  render  them  capable  of  con- 
ceiving a  high  opinion  of  the  dignity  of  fo  auguft  a 
fecrament ;  and  to  infpire  them  with  a  real  hunger 
for  this  celcftial  nourifliment.  Many,  in  fedt,  did 
iurprizing  things  to  obtain  leave  to  partake  of  it.  As 
nothing  goes  ^ainft  the  grain  of -thefe  people  io 
much  as  humiliations,  it  was  this  way  the  mUfionaries 
chiefly  tried  them ;  and  they  fupported  the  tryal 
with  a  courage  that  could  fcarce  be  expeifted.  As 
foon  as  notice  was  given  to  them  to  prepare  for  eat- 
ing the  bread  of  life,  they  did  it  by  all  the  exerr 
cifes  of  piety  and  pennance  they  could  thmk  of  ^ 
eipecially  by  faftii^,  which  fome  carried  to  fuch 
a  length  as  not  to  tafte  any  diing  for  two  days  to^ 
gether.  ConfideTing  their  vpracity,  and  readineis 
to  digeft,  which '  we  have  already  ipoken  of,  no-* 
thing  could  better  prove  how  s  earneftly  they  huur 
gered  after  this  divine  manna.  And,  indeed, 
^ey  reaped  fuch  fruits  frcxn  it,  that  even  tteir 

paftori^ 
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paftors  could  hardly  perfuade  themfelves  they  were 
tbe  £une  men. 

There  had  been  current,  for  a  lot^  time  pafi^ 
in  the  adjacoit  provinces,  a  tiadition,  to  which, 

Erhaps,  more  credit  has  been  given  in  iome  re- 
bns,  than  it  really  deferves }  but  which,  how* 
ever,  it  is,  I  believe,  as  difficult  to  refute  as  to 
prove.  As  foon  as  the  father's  Cataldino  and  Ma*- 
ceta  had  removed  to  a  greater  diftance  from  the 
SpaniHi  fettlements,  in  order  to  meet  with  fewer 
obftacles  to  the  converfion  of  the  Guaranis,  feme 
of  the  princiml  men  among  thefe  Indians  afiured 
them,  that  tney  had  been  informed  by  their  ances- 
tors, that  a  holy  man,  called  Psy  Lima^  or  Pay 
7uma^  had  presKihed  in  their  country  the  faith  dF 
Heaven,  (fo  they  exprefled  themfelves  0  that  num- 
bers had  put  themfelves  iinder  his  conduft ;  and 
that,  at  his  departure,  he  had  foretold,  that  they  and 
their  defeendants  would  abandon  the  worihip  of 
the  true  God  whom  he  had  made  known  to  them ; 
bttt  that  after  feme  hundreds  of  years,  new  en- 
voys of  the  fame  God  would  appear  among  them, 
armed  with  a  cro(s  like  that  which  he  carried,  and 
would  re-'Cftablifh  the  fame  worihip  anx>ng  their 
defeendants. 

Some  years  afto-  this,  the  fatheiv  de  IVfontoya 
and  de  Mendoza,  having  pmetrated  into  the  can- 
ton of  ^ofiUi^  of  which  I  Aiall  fe(m  give  feme  ac- 
count; the  inhabitants,  feeing  thence  come  with 
crofies  in  dieir  hands,  received  them,  to  thdr  great 
jurprize,  with  uncommon  d^nonftraticms  of  jc^ 
and  aflt^ion  \  and,  on  ^e  fathers-expreffing  their 
furprize,  related  to  them  the  feme  paikiges,  that  the 
fathers  Cataldino  and  Maceta  liad  iieard  from  oth^ 
Indians;  adding,  that  the  holy  man  was,  Ukewife, 
called  Pay  Abaroj  or  the  father  who  lives  in  a 
flate  of  celibacy.  The  tradition  of  the  Brazilians 
taHies  with    that  of  the    Guarsuiis,   all    to   its 

adding 
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lidding  that  the  fathelr  landed  in  the  port  of  Saints, 
qppofite  to  the  bar  of  St.  Vincent  $  and  that  he  in-^ 
ftrudted  the  inhabitants  in  the  arts  of  ctiitivating 
manioc,  and  making  bread  of  it.  / 

There  is  a  great  road  leading  from  Braztf  tor 
Guayra,  which,  though  very  feld(xn  ufed,  is  never 
overgrown  with  any  but  (mall  weeds ;  and  the  na^ 
lives  call  it  the  road  of  Pay  Luma.  In  (hort,  there 
is,  above  the  Aflumption,  a  rock,  whofe  fummit 
forms  a  terrace,  wnere  ibme  people  ima^ne  tbey 
can  perceive  the  tracks  of  human  feet ;  and  tbe 
Indians  fay,  that  it  was  irom  this  fpot  Fay  Luma 
ufed  to  preach  the  Law  of  God  to  their  forefathers. 
The  Peruvians,  who  give  him  the  fame  name^ 
fliew  fome  iimilar  vefttges  in  their  country,  and 
relate  .a  great  many  wonders,  which  they  iay  die 
faint  %rei^^  among  them.  Be  this  as  it  will,  fe- 
veral  Spaniards  have  given  credit  to  this  tradition, 
and  pretend  that  Pay  Luma  was  the  apoftle  iainc 
Thomas. 

Fa  TH£R  Gonzalez  now  undertodc  to  reconnditr^ 
the  Uruguay  from  one  end  to  another.  This  river, 
which  imies  from  feme  mountain^  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Brazil,  between  the  ayth^d  aSdi  cfe^ees 
of  fouth  latitude,  is  no  better  than  a  rivulet  at  its 
feurce ;  but,  feon  encreafed  to  a  confiderabie  de^ 
gree  by  the  acceffion  of  feveral  torrents,  and,  a& 
terwards,  by  that  of  feveral  rivers  that  &H 
utto  it  on  both  fides,  it  flows  two  hundred 
k^ues  between  two  chains  of  mountsuns,  which 
oo^ne  it  to  a  very  narrow  "bed,  and  thereby  ten* 
der.it  extremely  rapid.  It,  afterwards,  widens  fe 
much,  that  fix  hundred  and  ninety'milefi  alxxve  its 
difidharge  into  the  Paraguay,  a  ten  oar  boat  canaot 
crofe  it  in  leis  than  half  an  hour,  thcug|i  it  runs 
here  at  41  V43ry  fkm  rate.  The^oumry  about  it 
turn  begpx^  to  i^ow  preity  even  and  agreealde^^^ 

abou&diB 
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abounds  with  the  fame  animals  and  vegetables,  thaf 
are  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana. 

But  this  river  is  as  full  of  rocks,  as  that  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata  is  of  iand  banks ;  and  feveral  of  thefe 
rocks  lie  even  with  the  furface  of  the  water,  fb  that 
there  is  no  making  ufe  of  fails  in  it.  The  vefTels 
ufually  employed  upon  it  are  called  balzas,  and 
confift  of  two  pirc^es  joined  by  feveral  tranf- 
verle  beams,  two  cubits  afunder,  covered  with 
planks.  Upon  thefe  planks  Hands  a  tent  to  (helter 
the  paflei^ers  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  in- 
juries of  the  weather.  -  The  Uruguay  abounds 
with  fifli,  which  are  killed  with  arrows,  when 
dead,  floating  to  the  furface,  they  are  eafily 
taken.  Its  banks  abound  with  birds,  feveral  of 
them  of  all  colours,  particularly  parrots,  and  the 
fly-bird  fo  well  known  in  Canada,  perhaps,  the 
mofl  beautiful  feathered  creature  in  rfie  univcrfe. 
The  tigers  here  are  monflroufly  large  and  fierce, 
and  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  their  (kins,  the 
ground  of  which  is  of  a  bright  gold.  When 
one  of  thefe  animals  is  wounded,  he  immedi- 
ately falls  upon  the  man  *  by  whofe  arrow  he 
was  ftruck:;  for  he  never  fails  to  fingle  him 
out  amongft  twenty  others.  Three  Neophytes  of 
the  country,  having  one  day  difcovered  a  tiger, 
aiKi  one  of  them,  armed  with  a  gun,  having  im- 
mediately fired  at  him ;  the  animal  direftly  flew  at 
him,  and  would  liave  torn  him  to  pieces,  had  not  the 
Other  two  run  him  through  and  through  in  the 
ipring  he  made.to  get  at  his  afTaiknt.  The  fields 
were  formerly  covered  with,  lions,  oflriches,  .and 
deer. 5  but,  ^eat  numbers  of  them  having  been 
Jfilkd,  the  reft  retired  to  more  folitary  places. 
(Though  this  country  was  full  of  inhabitants  when 
th$:  Spajiiajcds  arrived  in  Paraguay^  it; would  now, 
fiei^haps,  be  little  better  than  a  defart,  were  it  not 
fyr  the  chrlfUan  redudtions  founded  in  it  by  Fa- 
ther 
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ther  Gonzalez,  who  with  the  lofs  of  no  lives  but 
his  own  and  that  of  his  two  companions,  reduced 
this  country  to  the  obedience  of  the  Gatholic  kings, 
after  the  Spaniards  had  in  vain  attempted  to  pene- 
trate into  it  by  force  of  arms.  It  is  faid,  that 
among  the  Taros  and  CbaruaSy  two  nations  living 
on  the  banks  of  this  river,  it  is  cuftomary  with 
thdfe  who  bury  a  relation,  to  cut  off  the  joint  of  a 
finger  or  toe,  b^inning  with  the  fingers  ^,  by  which 
means  many  of  them  lofe  all  their  fingers  and  toes 
very  e^Iy  ;  notwithftanding  which  they  walk  and 
work  very  well. 

.  It  was  about  this  time,  that  a  province  was  taken 
from  that  of  Paraguay,  under  the  name  of  the 
province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  Tebiquariy 
which  runs  into  the  Paraguay  from  the  eaft,  was 
appointed  the  common  boundery  of  thefe  two  pro- 
vinces, of  which  that  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  was  to 
have  Buenos  Ayres  for  its  capital.  It  was,  after- 
wards, ordered,  that  the  reduftions  eftablifhed  in 
the  Guayra,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana,  Ihould 
be  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  governor  and  biftiop 
of  Paraguay ;  and  thofe  on  the  Uruguay,  under  that 
of  the  governor  and  bi(hop  of  the  new  province. 
Don  Manuel  Aries  was  die'  firft  golfernor  of  Para-^ 
guayj  and  Don  Diego  Gongora,  then  in  Spain, 
was  appointed  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

-  Dow  Diego  Gongora  embarked  for  his  govern- 
ment at  Lisbon,  where  fome  private  perfons  having 
afked  leave  to  put  fofne  goods,  in  his  name,  on  board 
die  ihip' that  wasto^eafry  him,  he  readily  granted 
it;  a^inft  the  expreft  letter  of  hifr  inftruAions ; 
Ae  feme  indu%ence  having  been  oft^n  granted 
by  odier  governors^  and  no  notice  taken  of 
it.  But,  whether  he  had  enemies  or  rivals  who 
narrowly  watched  att^  Ms  motions,  or  that  he  pro- 
ceeded too  openly,  he  bad  icarce  put  to  fea,  when 
be  was  iiiq?eachedi>e%e  the  royal  coitocil  of  the 
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Indies,  which  immediately  diijpsuched  acommifrary^ 
called  Meloae,  to  take  informations  againft  lixa, 
and  proceed  to  try  him,  in  cafe  there  appeared  fuf- 
ficient  grounds  to  think,  him  gpiilty. 

Melons,  on  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  found 
all  the  inhabkaau  charnoed  with  their  new  go-, 
vernor  i  and  was  even  given  tQ  underfland,  that» 
his  errand  having  trahlpired,  mcafures  haid  been 
ooQcei^ed  to  fend  him  back,  before  he  could  per- 
form it.  Some  days  after,  he  and  the  jefuits  quar- 
relled ;  on  what  account,  I  have  not  been  aJble  to 
difcover;  but  as  he,  probably ,  behaved  with  extra? 
ordinary  pallion  on  the  ocGafion^  the  inhabitants 
thought  pioper  t6  take  advantsi^  of  it  to  rid  themr. 
felves  of  fo  difagreeable  a  gueik.  Some  of  then% 
therefore,  went  to  father  Perlbo^  redtot  ctf  the 
collie,  and  advifed  him  to  nanae  a  Judge  confer^, 
vator  ;  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecured  bim 
againft  the  attempts  of  Melone,  from  whoov  thi^. 
infmuated,  he  had  every  tbing^  to.  fear,  would  dif- 
^1^  this  (^fcer  from  proieediB®  againft  the  go- 
Y^nor.  I  ihall  fpeeJ^  elfewhereof  thi$  privilege! 
of  naming  a  confervator,.  and  of  the  powers:  aooex-. 
ed  to  his  office. 

Father  Pdliino,  too  little  verfcd  in  matt^Ra 
of  this  nature  to  diftinguifti  b^tweea  ihofe^  con- 
junftuies,  in  which  his  order  migl^  .make:  ufe:  of 
this  fMrivilege  grainted  by  the  popes,  and^^uttori- 
2Msd  by  the  ca(holick  kings^  in  all  thdr  4omkianc^9. 
imd  thde,  in  which  it  couU  oat  iteike  fda^&Qowr' 
ed  the  advice  that  was  given  him,  not  peneftir^tisf;: 
th§  views  of  tliofe  who  gave/ it  j  he  eyen:.did  it 
wkhout  ccmfolting^  his  prQi^in^iai,  as  he  oo^t  txx 
h^ve  done  ;  and,  what  waa  probaMy  worfe,  iiamodi 
tpr  that  c^ce,  by  the  ad^cei  of  1  the  fione  pecfon^ 
one  of  th(^  who  were  mo^uiiMienfed  zffm^  h/k^ 
lone.  Be  that  ^  it  will,  ^  J^S^  cooferxatoc^ioirr' 
mediaj^ly  iSied  a  decree  ii^iiflK  the.  ccpi^^ 
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which  obliged  him  to  return  to  Spain.  But  he 
was  no  (boner  arrived  there,  than  he  complained 
of  the  redor  to  the  council  of  the  Jto^dies,  which, 
confidering  the  decree  of  the  judge  confervator  as 
an  Attempt  on  their  authority,  appKed  to  the  ge- 
lacrai  of  the  jefuits  for  juftice  on  Perlino,  who  haji 
named  him.  The  general  immediately  complied 
in  the  rpoft  amjrfe  manner.  He  difavowed  the  rec- 
tor ;  depofed  him  ^  declared  him  incapable  of  any 
further  fupcriority ;  and  ordered  him  bade  to  Peru. 
Bu(  thofe,  who  rfade  a  tool  of  hirp,  did  not  ef- 
cape  with  the  bare  mortification  of  feeing  their 
<;ondo6fc  oondemned  in  his.  An  order  was  fent  to 
Bueoos  Ayres  to  take  cognizance  of  this  intrigue  i 
and  aH  thafe,  who  were  found  to  have  had  a  hand 
in  it,  were  fined,  to  the  amount,  it  is  faid,  of  eigh- 
ty thnuiand  gold  crowns.  During  this  profecuti- 
on,  the  province  di  Rio  de  la  Plata  wa$  erefted  into 
abiihoprick. 

Fathxh  Gonzalez,  having  been  obfiged  to  de- 
fift  from  his  attempt  to  reconnoitre  the  Uruguay 
from  its  fources  to  its  difoharge  into  the  Paragiiayy 
ap^ied  himfdf,  ^uid  with  ^pod  fucoefs,  to  the  ei- 
tabli(hment  of  fome  redudtipn  on  the  banks  of 
that  part  of  it  whic^  he  had  difbovered ;  and,  in 
the  year  1627,  ^^dertook  to  furvey  the  province 
called  T^^  (;tuated  between  th^t  of  Uruguay  ajnd 
Brazil.  This  country  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a 
chain  c^  mountains  running  two  hundred  leagues^ 
from  within  eight  days  journey  of  the  Uruguay  to 
within  .fifteen  leagues  of  the  fea  of  Brazil.  Thefe 
niQuintains  ^re  divided  by  (everal  v^llies  fit  for  pas- 
ture and  ^f^»ery  kind  of  grain,  and  interfered  by 
Dumer/Ous  ftreamsof  exceHent  water. 

The  commoned  bird  in  this  country  is  a  very 
jiretty  white  one  called  Guirape^  which  fignifies 
ringing  bird,  beii^  remarkable  for  its  note,  \raich  is 
extremefy  toud,  ^nd  very  like  Ae  found  lof  a  bell. 

Vol.  I.  Z  Among 
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Among  the  trees  found  in  the  forefts,  there  is  a  kind 
of  palm  tree  fcarce  bi^er  than  the  Indian  rufh, 
whofe  bark  yields  a  thread  equal  in  finenefs  to  the 
beft  filk.  The  Indians  make  bow-ftrings  of  it. 
There  are  other  palm  trees  here,  near  the  fources 
of  the  river  called  Igai,  fix  fcore  feet  high,  which 
differ  from  the  generality  of  the  trees,  of  the  iame 
name,  in  this,  that,  as  they  grow,  they  produce 
tufts  of  branches  in  form  of  a  crown  ;  and  thefe 
branches  afterwards  fall  off  of  themfelvcs,  leaving 
knots  behind  them,  which  harden  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  one  would  take  them  for  bone  rather  than 
wood.  The  fruit  of  this  tree  is  little  inferior  tp 
that  of  the  European  palm  tree ;  and,  accordingly, 
the  inhabitants  live  chiefly  upon  it  for  feveral 
months  of  the  year. 

There  is  another  tree  here  (till  more  lingular, 
but  it  is  found  too  in  other  countries.  It  is  called 
the  E/capis.  They  pretend,  that  after  fun-rife  there 
falls  from  it  a  very  plentiful  ihower,  while  all  the 
trees  about  it  are  perfeftly  dry.  To  conclude^ 
there  are  fome  tranfparent  pebbles  in  this  coimtry, 
whigh  in  Europe,  it  is  faid,  would  be  worth  mo- 
ney.      , 

But,  perhaps,   the  greateft  Angularity  of  the 
whole  country  is  an  amphibious  animal  pretty  com-^ 
mon, ,  efpecially  in  all  the  marlhy  places  of  the 
^aftern  part  of  the  country,  that  refembles  a  Iheep, 
all  to  its  having  the  teeth  and  claws  of  a  tiger,  and 
fiirpaffing  that  animal  in  fiercenefe  and  cruelty. 
Accordingly,  it  never  appears  without  caufing  a 
general  conflernation  among  the  Indians,  who  have 
fcarce  any  method  of  avoiding  its  fury.     It  is  to 
no  pufpofe  to  climb  up  a  tree,  when  thefe  terrible 
creatures  fally  out  of  their  marfti^,  which  they  ge- 
nerally Ho  in  large  nurnbets  ; .  for  they  either  root 
up  the  tree,  in  which  they  find  any  one  has  taken 
(helter,  -  or  remain  at  the  foot  of  it,  till  the  wretch- 
'  '  \  ed 
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ed  prifoners,  exhaufted  with  hunger;  tumble  down 
for  want  of  ftrength  to  fupport  themfelves.  When 
the  Indians  have  the  good  fortune  to  kill  any  of 
thefe  creatures,  they  make  of  its  (kin  a  coat,  called 
Ao  in  the  Guarani  language,  which  is  likewife  that 
of  Tape.  Perhaps  this  is  the  name  of  the  animal 
itfelf,  for  we  are  not  told  what  it  is. 

The  Indians  of  Tape  are  a  colony  of  the  Gua-» 
ranis,  but  a  very  ancient  one,  and  the  leaft  vicious 
of  any.  They  are  naturally  mild  ;  and  there  has 
not  been  difcovered,  in  all  South  America,  a  people 
bettter  dilpofed  to  receive  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
or  more  conftant  and  zealous  after  receiving  it. 
The  love  of  liberty  had  infpired  them  with  a  great 
averfion  to  ftrangers,  and  they  were  too  well  in- 
trenched in  their  mountains  to  be  reduced  by  force- 
The  apoftles  of  Paraguay,  however,  met  with  no 
other  difficulty  in  gaining  them  over  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  than  that  of  getting  to  them  to  preach 
it.  Accordingly,  the  Tapes,  for  a  long  time  paft, 
have  made  fp  confiderable  a  part  of  the  reductions 
of  ihe  Uruguay,  that  their  name  is  often  given,  in- 
differently, to  all  the  chriftians  that  compofe  thefe 
eftablifhments. 

But,  how  well  foever  the  Tapes  were  difpofed  to 
liften  to  father  Gonzalez,  he  could  fpend  no  more 
time  among  them  than  what  was  requifite  to  recon- 
noitre their  country ;  and  this  preciptitate  return,  it 
is  probable,  was  occafioned  by  fome  fudden  call  for 
his  affiftance  in  the  reduftions  already  eftabliftied. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  thefe  reduftions  were  attacked,  the 
year  following,  by  a  great  number  of  infidels  headed 
by  an  apoftate  cacique,  and  father  Gonzalez  and 
another  jefuit  glorioufly  loft  their  li  ves^  with  two  other, 
jefuits,  rather  than  abandon  their  flocks  in  this 
emergency.  A  third  jefuit  was  foon  after  furpri^ 
zed  by  another  apoftate  cacique  ;    and,  after  vari- 
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ous  torm«p^  ftoned  to  death.  But  thefe  unpro*- 
voked  infults  were  fixjq  revenged.  The  new 
chriftianS)  rdnfbrced  by  a  troop  of  Spaniih  horfe 
raifed  at  die  expeaoLof  a  PoFtuguefe  gendeman  ^ 
a  confiderabJr  party  of  Guarani  Indians  railed  by 
father  Borda  another  jeAiit,  fettled  at  St.  John  of 
Corrientes  \  and  four  hundred  Indians  of  thofe  under 
the  condudk  of  fome  fathers  of  St.  Francis,  (the 
city  of  the  Aflumpcbn  having  refufed  to  give 
any  afliftaace  for  the  purpofe)  attacked  the  infi* 
dels  ia  ^eir  turn  ;  kilfed  great  numbers  of  them ; 
made  a  great  many  prifoners ;  and  diiperied  the 
reft  beyond  a  poffibifity  of  rallying  to  give  any 
further  uneafinds.  Their  next  care  was  to  reco* 
ver  the  precious  remains  of  the  deceafed  martyrs, 
which  were  tranflated  to  the  Aflumption,  and 
there  interred  with  all  the  marks  of  honour  due  to 
fuch  ftrenuous  aflertors  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
and  zealous  preachers  c^  the  gofpel. 
-  The  peace  procured  by  this  viftcM^y  was  fbon 
troubled  by  a  more  formidable  enemy.  The  year 
following,  the  Mamelus  made  an  irruptioi  into  the 
Guayra.  The  firft  reduiftion  that  felt  their  fury 
was  that  of  the  Incarnation,  Moft  of  the  profe- 
lytes  that  comppfed  it  c^fperfed  time  enough  to 
fave  themfelyes ;  but  a  great  number  of  Neophytes, 
emjJoyed  at  a.  diftance  in  country  labours,  were 
carriedofF;  fo  that  there  fcarce  remained^  any  hqpes 
of  hindering  ^a  town,  from  being  entirely  deftroy- 
ed,  when  father  Montayo  pofted  to  it,  and  by  his 
prefence  and  his  difcourfe  put,  in  fome  Hwafure,  a 
flop  to  the  conftern^tion  that  had  feized^  the 
reniaioing  inhabitants,  whom  he  exhorted-  to 
take  up  arms,  in  order  to  refcue  their  captive  bre- 
thren ;  but  he  thought  proper,,  that  the  fethers 
Mendoza  and*  Domenecchi,  their  paftprs,  fhould 
firft  ^o  with  fome  of  the  principal  mett  amc^ig 

them, 
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them,  and  fee  what  ihey  could  dbtiain  from  thcfe 
banditti  by  fair  means. 

THfeY,  therefore,  immediately  fet  oiit  j  jbut  thfey 
ito  fboner  appeared  in  fight  of  the  camp,  than  they 
were  falutcd  by  a  Ihower  of  arrows  ind  mufket 
bills,  by  which  £kther  Mendoza  i?ds  flighdy 
wounded,  and  one  of  the  Neophytes  killed.  He 
made  Uj^  however^  with  hii^  companion,  to  the 
Mamelus,  who  were  (b  ihinned  at  his  refolutioa, 
that,  few  endeavouring  to  liop  thtem^  they  at  laft  pe- 
netrated to  the  commander  of  the  gang.  They  told 
himj  that,  tlnldfe  he  contented  to  reteafe  the  pri- 
foners  he  hdd  taken,  and  retire  without  doing  any 
further  mifehief,  he  muft  eitpeft  to  fije  all  the  In- 
dians of  the  reductions  upon  his  hands ;  and  then 
finding  him  unwilling  to  part  with  his  prey,  went 
themielve^  and  aflfembled  the  poor  ereaturte,  and 
carried  them  off  unmdefted,  the  whole  camp  ajJ- 
j^ring  thundetftr uck,  in  a  manner,  at  (0  undaunted 
a  pfoeeedi-g. 

This  unexpeded  fucceis  ^sc^uraged  father 
Montayo  td  pay  the  Mamelus  a  vifit  in  his  turn  j 
and  he  threatened  them  with  the  anger  of  heaven, 
and  the  indignation  of  hiscatholick  majefty,  their  £> 
vetelgn,  Portugal  and  all  the  Portuguefe  domini- 
ons being  fubjed  to  Spain.  Bmt  he  fpcke  to  meri, 
that  feared  neither  God  ndf  king  5  afad  all  the 
fatisfadlion  he  could  obtain,  was  to  near  orders  im- 
mediately giveii  to  attack  the  i-eduftion.  This, 
howevef,  was  btit  a  mere  bravado ;  for  the  Ma- 
melus fodn  tiitt^  another  way,  giving  out,  that "^ 
they  had  no  defigfi  but  upon  the  wild  Indians. 
Though  father  Mohtayo  judged  that  litile  ftrefe 
was  to  be  laid  upon  this  report,  yet  finding,  that 
it  contributed  greatly  to  quiet  the  Neophytes,  he 
itemed  to  git^  credit  to  ft.  The  Mamelus,  how- 
ever^ did  ^f  appear  again  fot"  a  longtime,  and  the 
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millionaries  made  the  beft  ufe  of  this  calm,  to 
ftrengthen  and  extend  their  fpiritual  conquelbg. 
Among  other  new  redudbions,  one  was  formed 
upon  an  eminence,  which  the  natives  call  the  ce»- 
metry  of  Pay  Zumo^  becaufe,  according  to  the  an- 
cient tradition  already  taken  notice  of,  St.  Thomas 
had  interred  there  a  great  number  of  chriftians ; 
for  which  reafon  this  new  redudtion  was  called 
by  the  name  of  that  holy  apoftle, 

,  By  this  time,   the  number  of  reduftions 

^^'  in  the  provinces  of  Guayra  and  Uruguay, 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana,  amounted  to 
twenty-one  ;  but  many  of  them  were  as  yet  in  a 
ftate  of  infancy,  and  fome  even  but  juft  traced  out. 
The  chriftians  of  moft  were  as  yet  but  novices  in 
the  faith  ;  and  the  number  of  the  profelytes  ex-s- 
ceeded  greatly  that  of  the  Neophytes.  All,  indeed, 
had  renounced  their  grofler  vices  ;  but  the  force 
of  education  and  cuftom  m^de  them  from  time  to 
time  relapfe  into  practices,  that  kept  their  paftors 
perpetually  in  akrm.  In  fhort,  though  there  was 
not  a  lingle  reduftion  among  them,  that  did  not, 
now  and  then,  produce  examples  of  the  moft  heroic 
virtue,  none,  except  fome  of  the  moft  ancient,  had 
acquired  confiftency  enough  to  banifti  all  appre- 
henfions  from  the  breafts  of  thofe  who  governed 
them.  One  of  the  greateft  obftacles  thefe  fatherip 
had  to  contend  with,  after  they  had  brought  thefe 
Indians  together,  was  the  afcendancy  their  pier- 
tended  conjurers  had  gained  over  them.  For 
thefe.  impoftors,  however  ignorant,  had  often 
.art  enough  to  inveigle  many,  who  were 
otherwife  very  well  affedled  to  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion.; -    . 

^  C  In  the  year . 1 630,  Don  Lewis  de  Celpe- 
*^^'.  dez  put  into  a  port  of  Brazil,  in  order  to 
rfepiair  from  .thence  by  land  to  the  capital  of  Parar 
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guay,  oC  which  he  had  been  lately  appointed  go- 
vernor. This  route  had  been  exprefsly  forbid,  for 
ibrhe  years  paft,  under  the  feverefl  penalties,  even 
to  the  fiipreme  magiftrates,  left  the  Spaniards 
fliould  commit,  on  their  journey,  any  diforders  that 
might  fcandalize  the  Neophytes ;  but  Don  Lewis 
pretended  to  have  a  fpecial  licence  for  taking  this 
road.  It  is,  befides,  certain,  that  the  governors  may, 
as  often  as  they  think  proper,  vifit  the  reductions 
within  their  province ;  but,  on  fuch  occalions,  they 
are  very  cautious  whom  they  chufe  to  wait  upon 
them.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  new  governor  hap- 
pened to  be  at  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue  at  ^  time, 
that  nine  hundred  Mamelus  and  two  thoufand  In- 
dians were  preparing  to  break  into  the  province  of 
Guayra,  tinder  the  conduft  of  Anthony  Rafpofo, 
one  of  their  rnoft  famous  commanders.  The  go- 
veJnor,  after  travelling  by  land  a  little  further,  em- 
barked on  a  river,  which  brought  him  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Loretto,  where  he  made  fome  flay ;  and 
V  father  Montayo  caufed  the  greateft  honours  to  be 
paid  to  him. 

Don  Lewis  repaid  thefe  expreffions  of  duty 
with  very  harfti  language,  which  the  miffionaries 
received  with  great  modefty,  and  without  making 
the  leaft  reply.  The  governor,  however,  could  not 
refufe  his  admiration  to  the  order  that  reigned  in 
this  town ;  though,  on  father  Montayo's  applying 
to  him  for  affiftance  againft  the  Mamelus,  whom 
he  heard  were  already  on  their  march,  and  had  rea- 
ibn  to  think  would  pay  him  a  vifit,  he  told  him  he 
could  not  give  him  any. 

Soon  after  father  Mola,  paftor  of  St.  Anthony, 
having  refufed  to  reftore  to  thefe  banditti,  a  cacique 
that  had  made  his  efcape  from  them,  and  taken 
refuge  in  that  redudion,  alledging,  that,  as  the  man 
was  born  free,  and,  befides,  under  the  king's  pro- 

Z  4  tedtion. 
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te^ion,  that  hi^  could  not,  in  hcm^mr  Or  juftice^ 
deliver  him  up,  they  ixxunediately  fell  Upon  his  In- 
dians ;  put  to  the  f ;/ord  all  thok  \vho  attempted  to 
ixiakeany  refifiancej  butchered,  even  at  tnefoot 
of  the  altar,  fuch  as  fled  there  for  refuge;  loackd 
the  principal  men  with  chabs ;  and  pliuidercd  the 
church.  Some  of  than  having  entered  the  mif- 
fionary's  houfe,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  confiderable 
booty  there  -,  on  meeting  with  nothii^  but  a  thread- 
bare ibutane^  and  a  lew  tattered  ifairts^  ihewoi 
them  to  the .  Indians^  telling  them»  they  rauft  be 
.very  fpolifti  to  take  for  matters,  ftrajagers  who 
came  into  their  country,  merely  becavUis  they  had 
not  wherewith  to  live  in  their  own ;  that  they  woul4 
be  much  happier  in  Brazil,  whetc  they  would  want 
£^r  nothing,  and  would  not  be  obliged  to  maiot^ 
their  paftors. 

The  SB,  no  doubt,  were  fine  (peeches  to  be  made 
to  pepple  loaded  with  chains,  and  whofe  rektiona 
and  countrymen  had  been  but  that  inftant  butch-» 
^red  under  their  eyes.  Accordingly,  thofc,  ^vho 
fpoke  in  this  manner,  foon  perceived,  that  their 
promifes  were  received  with  the  contempt  they  de- 
ferved  i  and,  thereupon,  continued  their  violences. 
Father  Mola  in  vain  threw  himfelf  at  the  com- 
mander's feet  J  reprefented  to  him  the  innocence 
and  fimpiicity  of  thefe  poor  Indians;  doiyured 
him  by  ail  that  was  moil  facred,  to  fet  bounds  to 
the  fury  of  the  {bldiers ;  and,  at  kft,  direatened 
him  with  the  indignation  ^  heaven.  He  had 
often  disarmed  the  mo^  cruel  q^ibals  by  his  tears 
and  his  entreaties,  but  now  found  that  it  is  much 
harder  to  make  pi  impreifion  on  chriftians,  who 
have  once  fhi^t  their  eyes  agamft  the  laws  o£  God 
and  man,,  than  on  barb^ians  and  infidels.  Hair- 
ing told  thefe  favagefi^  that,  after  fo  iliany  crucfc 
ties  and  profanations,  there  was  fcarce  any  roofn 

left 
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left  to  hops  for  their  falvation^  they  anfwered  him, 
that  it  was  enough  to  be  baptized  to  gain  admit- 
tance into  heaven  \  and  that  they  would  make  thar 
way  into  it,  though  God  himfelf  (hould  oppofe  their 
entrance. 

After  the  departure  of  thefe  mifcreantd,  fixtie 
of  the  priibners  diey  had  taken  found  mean's  to 
make  their  efcape^  and  returned  to  join  father 
Mola^  and  (uch  of  their  brethren,  as  had  time  to 
take  refuge  in  the  woods.  The  father,  they  fouhd 
amidft^  the  ruins  of  his  reduftion ;  funk  in  the 
deep^  forrow.  However,  he  routed  himfelf  at 
the  fight  of  them,  and  perfuaded  -them  to  retire, 
along  with  him  to  the  reduction  of  the  Incarnation. 
But,  after  efcaping  the  fury  of  the  Mamelus,  he 
was  on  the  point  of  perilhing  by  the  hands  of  thofe 
for  whole  fake  he  had  e^fed  himfelf  to  it.  Seve- 
ral of  the  Indiums  took  it  into  their  heads,  that  he 
mij^t  have  had  a  private  underftanding  with  thcfe 
wretches;  and  having  communicated  their  fenti- 
ments  to  others,  they  were  about  j^oceeding 
to  extremities,  when  his  mildnefe,  and  his  argu-* 
ments  to  prove  how  ill  grounded  their  fufpicions 
were,  and  the  unlhaken  fidelity  of  the  reft,  who 
had  not  given  into  this  error,  luckily  di&rmed 
them.  But,  if  he  efeaped  this  danger,  it  was 
only  to  fall  into  a  mueh  greater.  A  large  body 
of  idolatrous  Indians,  who  knew  nothing  of  tlte 
misfortune  befallen  the  reduAion  of  St.  Anthony, 
happening  to  come  there  Ae  day  fbDowing,  and 
not  meeting  widi  any  thing  but  heaps  of  rub- 
bifii  and  dead  bodies,  immediately  concluded,  that 
he  was  the  author  of  all  the  mifchief ;  fet  out  in 
the  tracks  of  him  and  his  company,  in  order  to 
f^rifice  him  to  Adr  revenge ;  and  miffed  him  but 
by  A  few  hours. 

THfi  reduftion  of  St.  Michael  lay  rtmch  nesittir 
tp  St.  Anthony^  dian  that  of  the  Incarnation} 

but 
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but,  for  that  vfery  reafon,  father  Mola  did  not  think 
proper  to  retreat  to  it,  ^as  inoft  e;xpo(ed  to  the  ene- 
my ;  and  the  fame  confideration  induced  the  fa- 
thers Mendoza  and  Manfilla,  who  were  ftationed 
there,  to  advife  their  Neophytes,  the  moment  they 
heard  of  what  had  happened  at  St.  Anthony's,  to 
withdraw  to  the  Incanation ;  which,  they  reprefented 
to  them,  the  Mamelus  would  not  venture  to  attack, 
when  they  t^eard  that  fo  many  men  were  affembled 
there,  all  upon  their  guard,  and  prepared  to  give 
them  a  warm  reception.  Several  approved  this 
meafure ;  and  father  Manfilla,  for  fear  they  ftiould 
change  their  opinion,  immediately  condudted  them 
there.  He  then  returned  to  St.  Michael ;  and,  as 
he  could  not  prevail  on  the  Indians  he  had  left  be- 
hind hirn,  to  follow  their  townfmen,  he  perfuaded 
them  to  take  fhelter  in  the  woods.  As  to  him  and 
his  colleague,  they  remained  in  the  reduction  with 
two  young  chriftians,  to  fee  the  end  of  this  ftorm, 
though  in  no  fmall  danger  from  their  own  flock.  The 
fufpicions  firft  formed  againfl  father  Mola  had,  by 
this  time,  it  feems,  gained  feveral  reduftions.  And 
it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  Mamelus  had  in- 
ftilled  them,  fince  they  were  known,  for  certain,  to 
have  put  the  fame  ftratagem  in  praftice  on  many 
other  occafions,  in  order  to  incenfe  the  Indians  a- 
gainft  their  moft  zealous  defenders.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
a  detachment  was  immediately  fent  ftom  the  Incar- 
nation to  St.  Michael,  to  withdraw  fuch  of  the  in- 
habitants as  might  have  returned  there  from  the 
woods ;  but  it  was  unfortunately  intercepted  by  a 
confiderable  body  of  Mamelus,  who  threw  every 
man  of  thofe  that  compofed  it,  into  chains,  and 
then  marched  to  St.  Michael,  which  they  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  rubbifli.  On  this  occafion  father 
Mendoza  was  wounded  with  an  arrow.  The  alarm 
now  became  general  all  over  the  province  of  Gua- 

aray. 
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aray.  However,  as  the  reduftion  of  Jefus-Maria, 
where  Guiravara.,  a  powerful  cacique,  and  formerly 
a  cruel  enemy  of  the  chriftians,  had  remained  fincc 
his  converfion,  was  very  populous,  the  Neophytes 
flattered  themfelves,  that  the  Mamelus  would  not 
attack  it ;  and  flocked  to  it,  from  all  quarters,  as  to  a 
fecure  afylum.  But  in  this  they  greatly  deceived 
themfelves,  for  want  of  knowing,  that  a  fecond 
body  of  thefe  banditti  had  taken  the  field.  Em- 
manuel Morato,  who  commanded  this  body,  ap- 
proached Jefus-Maria  fo  fecretly,  that  the  Neo- 
phytes there  heard  nothing  of  him  till  he  was  on  the 
point  of  attacking  it ;  and,  even  then,  knew  fo  little 
of  him  and  his  intentions,  that  they  fent  to  him 
to  know  whether  he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy. 

Morato  made  no  anfwer  to  this  meffage  but 
by  loading  with  chains,  thofe  who  brought 
it.  Upon  this,  father  Maceta,  pafl:or  of  this  re- 
dudion,  imagining  that  the  commander  would  ref- 
pe<3t  his  character  as  a  priefl:,  though  he  paid  no 
regard  to  his  perfon,  went  out  to  meet  him  in  his 
facerdotal  habits,  with  a  crucifix  carried  before 
him.  But  this  religious  appearance,  which,  in 
the  main,  was  not,  perhaps,  altogether  fo  feafon- 
able,  ferved  only  to  bring  affronts  upon  hirh. 

An  Indian  cacique  who  accompanied  him  paid 
dearer  for  his  courage ;  for,  oji  his  telling  Morato, 
how  much  he  was  fcandalized  at  this  behaviour  of 
chrifl:ians  to  a  priefl:,  he  was  fired  at  by  a  Mame- 
lus, and  fell  dead  at  the  miflionaries  feet ;  and  the 
father  had  like  to  have  fliared  the  fame  fate,  on 
reproaching  the  brute  who  had  fired  the  fliot  with 
his  wanton  cruelty. 

At  laft:,  the  enemy  entered  the  reduftion  with- 
out any  further  oppofition  ;  and  foon  reduced  it  to 
the  fame  condition,  in  which  their  fellow  robbers 
had  left  thofe  of  St.  Anthony  and  St. .  Michael. 

Many 
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Mimy  of  them  attempted  to  offer  violence  to  fome 
chrilmn  virgins,  as  choie  to  be  butchered  rather 
than  yield  to  their  brutal  paffion.  Such  of  the  In- 
dians, who  had  not  favcd  themfelves  by  an  early 
flight,  were  killed,  or  loaded  with  chains  ^  and 
Guiravara  and  his  wife  happened  to  be  of  the  niim- 
bcr.  The  paftors  of  two  other  reductions  had  fet 
out,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  Neophytes  under 
their  care,  to  the  affiftance  of  their  diftrefled  bre- 
thren i  but  they  arrived  too  late  to  do  any  thing 
but  purfue  the  Mamelus,  now  retiring  with  their 
captives,  and  rcfcue  from  them  fome  of  thefe  un- 
happy creatures,  who  were  brought  to  the  Incar- 
nation, where  it  was  reiblved,  that  the  fathers  Ma- 
ceta  and  ManfiUa  (hould  follow  the  enemy  to  Bra- 
zil, in  order  to  complain,  to  the  captain-general  of 
that  kingdom,  of  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the 
fubjedts  of  his  government,  in  a  country  belong- 
ingto  the  cathofick  king  his  fovereign. 

These  fathers,  accordingly,  fet  out  the  fame 
day,  and  foon  came  up  with  the  Mamelus.  At 
the  fight  of  their  Neophytes,  chained  together  like 
^ley-flaves,  father  Maceta  could  no  longer  con- 
tain his  2eal  and  tendernefs.  He  ran  up  to  eni- 
brace  them,  in  fpite  of  the  cock'd  muflcets  with 
which  he  was  threatened,  and  voUies  of  blows 
poured  upon  him  at  every  ftep.  At  laft,  raifing 
his  v(MCe,  he  befeeched  tlie  commander  to  reftore 
to  him  his  dear  children,  whom  he  had  engendered 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  or  admit  him  to  carry  tne  fame 
chain  with  them.  But  his  entreaties  ferved  caily 
to  procure  him  the  treatment  due  to  a  fool  and  a 
madman.  One  of  the  officers,  however^  confented 
to  let  him  have  fome  of  the  prifoners,  who  had 
fidlen  to  his  (hare,  on  the  father's  promiftng  him  a 
tanfom  for  them. 

Encourage!)  bythisdawnoffuccefsythefadier 
turned  another  way  i  and,  putting  about  his  neck  a 

chain. 
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chain,  to  which  feveral  Neophytes,  and,  among 
the  refl,  Guiravara  and  his  fpoufe  were  faftened,  he 
declared  he  would  not  part  with  it,  till  he  obtained 
their  liberty ;  and,  addreiling  himfelf  to  the  cacique, 
who  before  b^iptifin  had  ufed  father  Maceta  very 
cruelly,  'kiifing  his  chain^  he  told  him,  that  he  was 
overjoyed  to  be  able  to  (hew  him  on  this  occadon, 
that  he  harboured  no  refentment  of  his  illuiage,  and 
afTuvisd  htm,  that  he  would  expofe  himfelf  to  every 
danger,  in  order  to  procure  him  his  liberty.  So 
many  objedts,  capaUe  of  melting  the  hardeft  hearts, 
might,  one  would  imagine,  make  an  immediate 
impreffion  on  the  officer,  to  whom  die(e  captives 
belonged ;  but  they  for  l^e  time  ferved  only  to  ir- 
ritate him,  and  the  miffionary  wa&  more  than  once 
in  danger  of  having  his  l^rains  blown  out  on  his  re- 
fufing  to  retire.  His  conitancy,  however,  got  ^he 
better,  at  laft,  of  the  cruelty  o(  this  officer^  who 
gave  turn  up  Guiravara,  his  wife,  and  fix  other  pri^ 
^ers,  whom  the  father  immediately  £mt  to  the 
Incarnation  under  an  efcort 

Father  Maceta  then  returned  to  father  Man- 
fiUa;  and  both,  accompanied  only  by  three  Indians, 
continued  to  follow  their  jmibners  at  fbme  diftance, 
without  any  thing  to  live  upcm,  but  fiich  wild  fruits 
as  they  could  gather  in  the  wood%  or  making 
any  ftop  but  what  was  neceiSiry  to  affift  thofe, 
whom  their  conduftors  abandoned,  when  they 
could  dn^  them  no  further.  Thefe  were  fick  women, 
and  perfbns  advanced  in  years,  who  in  vain  claim^ 
ed  the  ri^ts  of  na/trure,  and  the  fervice  of  their 
hirfbands  and  children ;  and  were  all  (6  worn  down, 
that  many  <^  them,  it  i&  probable,  who,  more  dead 
dian  dive,  made  a  fhift  to  crawl  into  the  woods 
ta  look  for  fomething  to  fiipport  nature,  periihed 
there  by  wild  beafts.  The  two  mifiionaries  bap*- 
tiaed  the  catechumens^  and  confefled  the  chriiti- 
msi  and  comforted  them  all,  by  placing  before 

their 
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their  eyes  the  celeftial  rewards,  with  which  their 
patience  and  refignation  would  be  fpeedily  recom- 
penfed. 

In  this  manner  the  fathers  travelled  till  they 
reached  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  where,  though 
the  jefiiits  had  ftill  a  college,  they  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  make  them  ftay  ever  fo  ftiort  a  time 
to  recruit  their  forces  exhaufted  by  fo  many  days 
conftant  failing  and  fatigue  ;  for  as  they  imme- 
diately faw,  that  they  could  expedt  no  redrefe 
from  the  magiftrates  there,  who  enjoyed  but  a  mere 
fliadow  of  authority,  they  made  what  hafte  they 
could  to  Rio  Janeiro.  As  foon  as  they  arrived 
there,  they  prefented  two  petitions  to  the  fb- 
vereign  council,  to  obtain  the  enlargement  of 
their  Neophytes,  and  a  fafeguard  againft  any 
future  attacks  upon  their  properties  and  perfons. 
But  all  the  anfwer  they  could  obtain  was,  that 
the  captain  general  of  Brazil  could  alone  grant 
their  requeft ;  upon  which  they  fet  out  for  the 
bay  of  All-Saints. 

Don  Diego  Lewis  Oliveyra,  governor  and  cap- 
tain general  of  this  kingdom,  received  them  very 
kindly ;  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  their  demands ; 
and  appointed  a  commiifary  to  repair  with  them  to 
St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  in  order  to  fee  ample  and 
immediate  fatisfadion  done  them;  but,  as  Don 
Diego  feemed  to  have  no  thoughts  of  giving  this 
commiflary  a  fufficient  force  to  exaft  obedience  to 
his  commands,  the  miflionaries  conjedtured,  that 
he  named  him  merely  for  fqfm  fake.  Don  Oli- 
veyra had  two  reafons  for  not  going  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  lengths  he  otherwife  would  have  done. 
The  firft  was,  that  the  Dutch,  already  mailers 
of  the  coaft  of  Fernambuc,  threatened  to  over-run 
Brazil,  and  all  his  forces  were  little  enough  to 
make  head  againft  them ;  the  other,  that  the  fif- 
teen thpufand  captives,    whom  the  Mamelus  had 

carried 
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carried  off  with  them  from  the  province  of  Guayra' 
having  been  already  fold  in  the  different  ports  of 
Brazil,  and  many  of  them  to  perfons  in  office, 
he  was  afraid  of  difobliging  fome  powerful  families, 
by  ordering  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  efpecially 
at  a  time,  when  he  thought  himfelf  under  a  necet- 
fity  of  maintaining  a  good  intelligence  with  all  the 
inhabitants. 

These  reafbns,  after  all,  were  by  many  perfons 
judged  infiifficient  to  juftify  Oliveyra's  palfivenef^ 
in  a  conjunfture,  where  the  honour  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  nation,  and  the  intereft  of  religion,  were 
equally  concerned  ;  and  feveral  have  fmce  attri- 
buted the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch,  in  Brazil,  to 
the  countenance  afforded  to  the  Mamelus;  the 
avarice  of  thofe,  who  made  a  hand  of  the 
depopulation  of  the  churches  of  Paraguay;  and 
the  cruelty,  with  which  fo  many  thoufand  chrifti- 
ans,  carried  off  into  flavery,  were  treated ;  in  fo 
much  that  numbers  of  them  perifhed  merely 
through  want,  excefs  of  labour,  and  ill  ufage.  On 
this  occafion,  a  Portuguefe  gentleman,  called  Jerom 
Vega,  advifed  father  Maceta  to  wait,  in  perfon,  on 
his  catholic  majefty  with  an  account  of  thefe  enor- 
mities, and  even  offered  to  fupply  him  with  money 
for  the  voyage ;  but  the  milfionary,  having  received 
certain  intelligence  of  the  Mamelus  preparing  to 
make  a  fecond  irruption  into  the  province  of  Gu-^ 
ayra,  thought  proper  to  return,  with  his  com- 
panion to  their  churches.  In  their  way  to  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, they  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  twelve 
of  their  Neophytes ;  but,  on  their  arrival  at  St, 
Paul,  they  few  themfelves  fhut  up  in  a  kind  of 
prifon. 

The  commiilary  of  the  captain  general,  who 
had  flaid  behind  than  at  the  bay  of  AU-Sainti^  ar- 
rived foon  after ;  but  had  fcarce  entered  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office,  when  a  formal  declaration 

made 
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made  by  the  inhabitants,  that  they  would  fufTer 
themfelves  to  he  unbaptized,  rather  than  permit 
him  to  proceed  any  further,  and  an  attempt  made 
upon  hi$  life,  determined  him  to  flip  away  as  iooa 
a$  he  could  from  fo  lawlefs  a  crew  of  banditti. 
On  hi«  departure,  however,  the  two  jefuit9,  whom 
the  redtor  of  the  college  had  reclaimed,  were  re- 
leafixl ;  and  immediately  fet  out  for  their  miffione, 
where  they  had  the  further  mortification  of  finding 
numbers  of  their  Neophytes  more  perfuaded  thaji 
ever,  that  they  had  affembled  them  merely  to 
betray  them  into  the  hands  of  their  moft  cruel 
enemies. 

It  was  to  no  purpofe  thefe  fa^rs  put  th^fn  in 
mind  of  the  great  troul>le  ax^d  expence,  fadgue 
and  danger,  they  had  undergone,  to  preferve 
them  from  the  fury,  or  deliver  diem  out  of  th^ 
bands  of  the  Portuguese  of  Brazil ;  it  was  in  vain 
they  alked  them,  what  intereft  thdr  paftorscoiUd 
have  in  betraying  them  into  the  hands  of  ftranger^ 
£rom  whom  they  had  nothing  to  expeft.  Deipair 
had  rendered  them  deaf  to  all  thefe  argument;s. 
Many  of  th^n  were  on  the  point  of  revoitb^  opcai- 
ly,  and  even  retaliating,  on  their  paftors,  the  ill 
u4^  they  had  received  from  their  enemies,  when 
Omravara  took  pubtickly  their  defence^  though  he 
^ready  b^gan  to  grow  cool  in  the  x^hriftian  faiths 
which,  it  is  faid,  he  (bcm  aftier  entirdy  rtsnounced. 
He  could  not  hear  what  was  alledged  againft  the 
miifionaries,  without  treating  it  as  the  bkckeft  ca^ 
lumny.  He,  even,  went  fr<»a  reqluftion  to  rodiic- 
tion,  in  order  to  publii))  his  oblkatioKus  to  father 
Maceta»  who  had  eiox^fed  himfelf  to  every  things 
in  order  to  refcue  him  from  flavery  ;  adding, 
that  it  was  neither  this  fatiier's  fauk,  m>r  ibu  of 
father  Majoiilla,  i£  aU  the  cajptives  h$d  00tiTte0V(cwi 
their  liberty* 
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-.  *  AboOt  this  time;  the  fuperiors  of  the 

io3^'3^- jefuits  were  obliged  to  withdraw  the  two 
miilionaries  thfey  had  ftatiohed  in  the  valley  of  Cal- 
chaqui,  and  who,  though  they  fcarce  made  any 
converfions,  Were  of  great  fervice  in  preventing  the 
Spaniards  from  attacking  its  inhabitants,  and  there-^ 
by  bringing  upon  th^mfelves  an  enemy  they  were 
feldom  abl^  to  cop^  with.  Accordingly,  thefe  fa- 
thers no  fooner  difa^peared,  than  the  Spaniards 
fell  upon  theili  Without  any  provocation ;  as  though 
the  poor  nativtSyl  on  ceafing  to  be  their  enemies, 
were  obliged  to  become- their  (laves.  But  thefe 
violators  of  the  rights  of  mankind  foon  received 
the  retribution  due  to  fuch  wickednefs.  At  firft 
indeed,  they  defeated  a  body  of  Calchaqliis,  rein-* 
forced  by  a  confrierable  number  of  Indians  under 
command,  who,  after  killing  their  mailers,  had  ta- 
ken refuge  among  them  5  but  they  were  after vyards 
worfted  in  theif  turn.  A  fieW  citadel  built  to  aWe 
thefe  IndiailSj  and  the  town  of  Ldndbn,  were!  takeil 
and  deftroyed  by  thern  •  the.  nei^botirhobd  of 
Salta  plundered  ;  and  the  province  of  Tucuman 
laid  open  tcf  the  incurfiohs  of  an  enemy  who,  for 
ten  years  together,  kept  it  in  continual  alarms. 

The  jefuits  flattered  thefnfelves,  that  they  (hould 
fpeedily  be  indemnified  for  the  obftacle,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  by  this  war  (b  wantonly  raifed 
to  iht  introducing  of  the  golpel  eHewhete.  In 
the  vaft  forefts  that  lie  between  the  Parana  and 
the  Uruguay,  fome  of  thefe  miffionaries  had  lately 
difcovered  a  finall  nation  called  Caaiguas,  that  is  to 
lay  inhabitants,  of  the  forefts.  The  Caaiguas  have 
no  fixed  habitation,  but  are  conftantly  roving  up 
and  down  in  fniall  parties.  .  They  build  little  flight 
huts,  covered  With  branches,  in  the  places  where 
they  make  any  ftay ;  but  they  never  lay  up  any 
provifions,  depending  entirely  on  their  arrows, 
with  which  they  kill,  andifferendy,  both  water  and 
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land  game.     When  this  refburce  feik  them,  they 
devour  worms,  pifinires,  vipers,   and  fuch  other 
reptiles,  with  which  the  country  abounds.     They 
likewife  eat  tigers,  when  they  can  kill  any ;  and 
monkeys,  whom  they  purfue  to  the  tops  of  the  high- 
eft  trees^  which  they  climb  as  nimbly  as  the  mon- 
keys themielves.     But  they  often  lofe  their  pains^ 
for  the  monkeys,  when  the  Indians  think  theyj^have 
made  (ure  of  them,  leap  from  one  tree  to  another  ; 
and  that,  too,  loaded  with  their  young  ones.  Their 
beft  food  is  the  fleih  of  an  animal,  probably  the  fame 
7  ith  the  An ta already  defcribed.  They  make  nothing 
of  grappling  thefe  animals  and  wreftling  with  them, 
till  they  have  thrown  them  down,  when  they  knock 
out  their  brains.     They  likewife  make  great  ufe 
of  wild  honey,  with  which  they  make  a  kind  of 
hydromel^  of  fo  hot  a  nature,  that  it  is  faid  to  make 
them  infenfible  to  the  g^eateft  cold.    The  realbn 
given  for  this  naticm  bein^  fo  thin,  is  that  the 
tigers  devour  numbers  of  their  women  and  children. 
As  to  the  peribns  of  the  Caaiguas,  they  are,  in 
general,  hump-backed,  and  bow-necked.     Some 
of  them,  however,  are  tolerably  well  made ;  and 
their  women  fcarce  yield  in  whitenefs  to  the  fpa- 
nifli,  which  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  their  refiding  con- 
ftantly  in  the  thickeft  parts  of  their  forefts.    The 
men  wear  nothing  but  a  few  fcraps  of  Ikins,  which 
fcarce  hide  any  thing.    The  women  make  ufe  of 
a  kind  of  apron  made  in  form  of  a  net,    with 
nettle  thread,  that  reaches  from  the  waift  to  the 
knees.     It  is  affured,^  that  the  (kins  of  thefe  Indians 
harden  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  pais  unhurt, 
like   ferpents,    through  the  moft  thorny  buflies. 
Their  language  is  very  hard  to  learn,. and  their 
pronunciation  very  harfli  and  difiigreieable.    It  is 
a  kind  of  hifling,    fo  little  articulate,    that  one 
would  imagine  tbeir  words  did  nothing  but  roBk 
in  their  throats- 

These 
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These  Indians,  after  all,  are  very  peaceable j; 
though  fo  wild,  that  the  Spaniards  have  never 
been  able  to  civilize  one  of  them.  All  thofe,  wlio 
fell  into  their  hinds,  fufFered  theiiifelves  to  ftarve, 
rather  than  take  any  nouriftiment ;  and,  while  they 
lived,  did  nothing  but  foam  like  madmen,  and 
bite  the  chains  they  were  bound  with.  Even  the. 
miflionaries,  who  found  meafis  to  draw  fbme  of 
them  into  the  reduftions,  could  not,  with  all  their 
care  and  attention,  keep  them  alive  for  any  time. 
The  minute  they  faw  themfelves  cooped  up  in  a 
town,  they  fell  into  a  melancholy,  which  foori 
turned  td  a  confumption.  In  this  fad  condition, 
however,  good  ufage  rendered  them  docile,  and  the 
miflionaries  improved  the  happy  change  to  give 
them  all  the  inftruftion  they  were  capable  of  re-, 
ceiving,  and  then  baptize  them.  But  none  of 
them  furvived  this  ceremony  for  any  long  time.  As 
to  founding  reductions  in  their  foreifts,  it  wasjudg- 
ed  imprafticable  by  many  miflionaries,;  who  pene- 
trated into  the  center  of  them  with  infinite  danger 
^nd  fatigue.  One  of  theie  mifliohariesi  however,- 
having  prevailed  upon  eighteeri  df  them  to  follow 
him,  though  he  took  ijifinite  pains  to  qualify  them 
for  baptiiin,  was  obliged  to  defer  it  to  their  laft  mo- 
ments; for,  with  all  his  tendernefs,  he  found  it 
impoflible  to  fave  one  of  them.  There  ire,  in  the 
midft  of  the  Ca^igu^,  otlier  Indians,  who,  though 
known  by  the  fame  name,  fpeak  a  different  lan- 
guage, and  have  no  commiinication  with  them. 
They  are  faid  to  be  warlike ;  but,  in  fkdt,  they  re- 
femble  beafls  of  prey  more  than  human  creatures  ; 
for  all  their  ejcploits  confifl  in  filrprizing  traveflers, 
whom  they  murder  ^id  -  devour.  When  they,' 
themfelves,  happen  to  be  taken,  they  beteive  like 
the  Caaiguas  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  will  not 
fuffer  any  wounds  they  have  received  to  be  drefl* 
«d. 
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As  the  miilionaries  could  obtain  no  fafeguard 
for  their  churches,  they  were  greatly  furprized,  that 
the  Mamelus  fo  long  delayed  paying  them  a  fe- 
cond  vilit.  But  it  foon  appear^,  that  thefe  ban- 
ditti waited  only  to  conclude  an  alliance  with  the 
Tupisy  the  moft  barbarous  of  the  Brazilian  In- 
dians, Accordmgly,  they  attacked,  the  year  fol- 
lowing, the  redudion  of  St.  Paul,  whofe  inhabi- 
ta  Its  were  fo  little  upon  their  guard,  that  father  Su- 
arez,  their  poftor,  knew  nothing  of  their  approach, 
till  the  commander  entered  his  houfe  piftol  in  hand. 
The  father,  at  the  fi^t  of  him,  fell  proftrate  at 
his  feet ;  and  befeeched  him,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
to  fpare  a  parcel  of  poor  chriflians,  who  had  done 
nothing  to  deferve  the  chains  he  had  prepared  for 
them.  But  the  brute  anfwered  him  only,  by  clap- 
ping his  piftol  to  his  breaft,  which  the  miffionary 
calmly  opened,  telling  him,  that  he  was  fatisfied 
to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  flock,  and  conjuring  him 
in  the  name  of  Jefos  C3irift  to  ccMitent  hiflntfelf 
with  it.  This  fpeech  feemed  to  make  fome  impref- 
fion  on  the  officer,  and  he  went  out  without  fpeaking 
a  fingle  word.  But  it  was  only  to  give  orders  for 
putting  to  the  fword  all  thofe  wha  (hould  naake  the 
leaft  refiftance ;  and  thefe  orders  were  but  too  punc- 
tually obeyed.  He,  then,  came  back  to  father  Su- 
a^ezi  gave  him  great  marks  of  efteem ;  but  would 
not  permit  him^  to  take  leave  of  his  beloved  Neo- 
phytes, feveral  of  whom,  however,  made  their 
efcape  and  fled  to  the  reduAions  of  St.  Fran- 
cis Xavier  and  of  Jefus-Maria  lately  eftabliftied 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cafcade  of  Guibay, 
where  they  met  the  inhabitans  of  the  Incarnation, 
who,  having  received  timely  notice  of  the  enemy's 
approach,  abandoned  their  habitations  to  avoid, 
them. 

.Father  Montayo  no  fooner  heard  of  the  Ma- 
melus having  entered  the  province  of  Guayra,  than 

he 
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he  made  all  the  hafte  in  his  power  to  the  affift- 
iance  of  the  redu(ftions  moft  expofed  to  their 
fury.  But,  on  his  finding  no  inhabitants  either 
in  that  of  St.  Paul,  or  that  of  the  Incarnation, 
he  thought  the  beft  thing  he  could  do,  was  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  all  the  fugitive  and 
wandering  Neophytes  he  could  meet  with,  and 
condudt  them  towards  Villarica.  But  he  foon 
heard  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  were  be- 
fore-hand with  him,  and  had^  picked  up  all  thofe 
who  had  efcaped  the  Mamelus,  and  put  them  to 
work  for  their  private  benefit.  Upon  this,  he 
immediately  repaired  to  Villarica ;  complained 
bitterly  to  the  magiftrates  of  this  injuftice;  and 
when  he  could  obtain  no  redrefe  from  them, 
difpatched  father  Diaz  Tano  to  the  Aflumption 
to  demand  it  of  Don  Lewis  Cefpedez  the  go- 
vernor, and  conjure  him  to  take  fbme  efFedtual 
meafiires  for  the  fafety  of  the  reduftions. 

Don  Lewis  would  fcarce  liften  to  the  miffionary. 
He  even  told  him,  he  had  heard  from  Villarica, 
that  the  jefiiits  made  a  great  noife  about  trifles ; 
adding,  that  they  wery  where  made  themfelves 
very  odious.  The  rather  retired  without  making 
any  reply  to  thefe  difagreeable  compliments ;  but 
that  day,  or  the  day  following,  prefented  a  petition 
to  him,  in  the  name  of  his  catholic  majefty,  to  ex- 
ert himfelf  in  behalf  of  th^  chriftians  of  Guayra. 
But  Don  Lewis  would  not  fb  much  as  anfwer  it. 
This  was  not  the  only  proof  of  ill  will,  which  this 
governor  had  given  the  feduftions.  Some  time 
before,  he  had  iflued  an  order  forbidding  all  perfons, 
without  exception,  to  crofe  the  Parana,  in  their 
way  from  the  province  of  Uruguay  to  that  of  Gu- 
ayra, or  from  tiie  latter  to  the  former ;  and  there-; 
by  themiflionaries,  and  even  their  provincial, 
often  obliged  to  hurry  from  province  to  pro- 
vince on  the  moft  prefling  affairs,  were  laid  under 
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a  neceffity  of  taking  a  round  of  one  hundred  leagues  ^ 
nor  could  all  die  reprefcntations  made  to  hint  on  the 
inconveniencies  neceflarily  attending  fuch  long  jour- 
neys, at  a  time  when  the  province  of  Guayra  was 
over-run  by  the  Mamclus,  make  him  confent  to  the 
lead  qualification  or  exception.  He  even  had  givdn 
fome  very  broad  hints,  that  he  intended  to  fubmit, 
to  encommenderoes,  all  the  Indians  diredled  by  thq 
fathers  of  the  company.  It  is,  however,  probable, 
that  he  never  attempted  to  put  this  defign  into  exe- 
cution, as  he  (bon  received  a  check  by  the  audience 
of  Charcas  declaring  this  edift  of  his  prejudiciai  tQ 
his  catholic  m^efty's  fervice. 

The  provincial  of  the  jefuits  had  no  fooner  re- 
ceived this  declaration^^than  he  immediately  fet  out 
for  the  province  of  Guayra.  On  his  arrival  at 
Villarica  he  received  advice,  that  the  Mamelus  had 
again  taken  the  field,  and  were  at  the  reduction  of 
St.  Francis  Xavier,  where  he  prevailed  on  fome  of 
the  Spaniards  to  follow  him  to  the  afliftance  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  they  came  too  late ;  the  enemy 
had  already  entirely  demolifhal  it,  and  were 
now  entrenched  on  its  ruins,  afi:er  loading  all  the 
chriftians  wifh  irons.  The  Spaniards,  however, 
attacked  them  with  great  fefolution,  till  one  of 
them  was  killed  and  another  wounded,  when  they 
thought  proper  to  Ibund  the  retreat.  Father  Syl- 
veira,  who  governed  this  church,  behaved  with 
more  conftancy ;  for  he  ftruck  to  the  Mamelus, 
till,  out  of  fifteen  hundred  families  of  which  his;' 
flock  confided,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  faye 
upwards  of  five  hundred  perfons.  In  the  mean 
time,  fo  great  a  terror  had  feized  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Jofeph,  fituated  at  no  great  diftance  from 
^t  Francis  Aj^vier,  that  it  was  found  impoffible 
to  quiet  them.  Several  difperfed  into  the  woods ; 
fhe  reft,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  were,  for- 
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tunately,  kept  together  by  the  cares  of  the  provin- 
cial ;   and,  with. the  remains  of  St.  Francis  Xavier, 
formed  into  a  new  redudlion. 
^  The  provincial,  after  this,  repaired  to  the 

^  •^^*  canton  of  Tayaoba,  which,  it  was  reported, 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  attack ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  had  fcarce  arrived  there,  when  he  re- 
ceived certain  accounts  of  their  approach,  Upon 
this,  therefore,  he  inunediately  aflembled  the  mif- 
fionaries  of  three  very  populous  and  flourifbing 
reduftions  ikuated  in  thi^  country,  in  order  to 
confult  with  them,  what.wus  to  be  done  in  fo 
preffing  a  danger.  The  opinions  were  divided. 
Some  were  for  exhorting  the  Neophytes  to  defend 
themfelves  bravely,  in  hopes  that  even  the  wild  In- 
dians would  not  refufe  to  aflift  them  againft  a  com- 
mon enemy.  This,  they  faid,  was  the  only  way 
left  to  prevent  the  entire  diflipation  of  this  infant 
church.  The  reft  reprefented  the  little  rea,fbn 
there  was  to  expedt,  that  Indians,  ill  armed  and 
quite  undifciplined,  (hould  be  able  to  make  a 
ftand  againft  veteran  troops,  provided  with  fire 
arms,  and  headed  by  able  officers;  and  whon^ 
befides,  an  ufelefe  refiftance  could  only  ferve  to  ex- 
afperate-,  that  it  would,  therefore,  be  more  ad- 
vifeable  to  condudt  all  thofe,  that  could  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  remove,  to  fome  other  province ;  and 
that,  how  fmall  foever  their  number  might  hap- 
pen to  be,  a  great  deal  fewer  would  be  loft  thi$ 
way,  than  by  venturing  to  refift  an  enemy,  whom 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of  their  being  able  tQ 
withftand. 

Thi  s  laft  advice  was  approved  by  the  provincial,^ 
who,  accordingly,  gave  immediate  orders  for  con- 
dufting  all  the  Neophytes  into  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  great  fall  ot  the  Parana,  that,  in  cafe  of 
jmrfuit,  they  might  be  able,  by  juft  crofling  the 
river,  to  make  a  barrier  of  it,  which  it  wpuld  be  an 
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eafy  matter  to  defenfl  againft  the  Mamelns.  This 
done,  he  aflcmbled  the  Neophytes  themfelves  j  ex- 
horted them  not  to  feparate  from  their  pallors,  who, 
they  muft  be  fenfible,  had  their  welfare  greatly  at 
heart.  He  then  fet  forward  himfelf  to  prepare 
every  thing  for  their  reception ;  but  was  fcarcq  {ct 
out,  when,  the  danger  growing  greater  and  greater 
every  moment,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  follow 
^im.  The  miflioriaries  hitherto  had  fome  reafon 
to  hope,  that  all  the  chriftians  wer.e  willing  to  foi- 
%v/  them  i  biit  they  had  no  ^ner  giyen  orders  to 
tx:gin  the  march,  than  it  appealed  jthey  had  great- 
ly imppfed  upon  themfelv^.  $ev(^^al  refufed  to 
come  out  of  their  houfes  at  any  rate  ;  ^nd  a  great 
many^  who  had  already  fet  out,  were  fo  frighteiir 
eci  at  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,_  th^t  thpy  returned 
back  again.  Some  openly  revolted  ;  and  Father 
IVT^ndoza,  was  on  the  poijit  of  being  murdered  in 
'endeavouring  to  ilopone  of  the  moft  incenfed. 
But  the  poor  creatures,  foon  paid^  dear  for  theii; 
(Jifbbedience,  as  all  tlpiofe,  who  remained  in  their 
reductions,  or  attempted  to  find  out  other  retreats, 
than  thpfe  agreed  upon  by  thej  rpiffioparies,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Mamelus,  or  were  ta^ken  by  fbme 
wild  Indians,  who  butchered  forae  of  them,  and 
made  flaves  of  the  r^ft,  SpiA^  Spaniards  even 
were  not  afhaipf  d  to  take  adyantage  of  the  diftrefs 
^6f  thefe  churches,  and  exprels  more  pleafure  at 
t^ei'r  deftruftion,  than  they  hajd  ftiewji  uneafinefs  at 
their  eftablifhment. 

Those,  who  recreated- with  the  .miffionariesLi 
made  fuch  good  fpeed,  that,  though  the  Mamelus 
purfued  them,  none  fell  into  their  hands  bujt  a  few 
laggcrs.  On  this  occafion,.  thefe  banditti  plunder-, 
ed  the  inhabitants  of  St,  Peter,  and  the  Conception, 
through  which  they  pafled ;  but  carried  off  none 
but  two  women  of  fom?  note^  thefe  Indians  havipg 
the  charafter'of  not  being  fit  for  fervice.     Father 
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Salazar,  'however,  who  had  the  direAion  of  the  re- 
dudion  where  this  ad  of  violence  was  committed, 
had  like  to  have  paid  very  dear  for  it.  The  In- 
dians thought  proper  to  make  him  refponfible  for 
it ;  and  fome  of  the  moft  furious  fell  upon  him, 
while  he  was  faying  mafs ;  threatened  to  kill  him  in 
C2^fe  he .  did  not  oblige  the  Mamelus  to  give  up 
their  prey  ;  ftript  him  of  his  facerdotal  robes ;  tore 
his  gown  off  his  back;  plundered  his  houfe;  and 
even  attempted  to  wreft  out  of  his  hands  the  fa- 
cr^d  veffels,  fo  that  he  at  laft  found  himfelf  under  a 
neceffity  of  retiring  through  the  woods,  accom- 
panied by  two  children  only,  in  order  to  join  the 
other  miflionaries,  who,  like  himfelf^  had  been  def- 
poikd.  of  their  flocks ;  and  many  of  whom  had  been 
left  without  a  fingle  Neophyte. 

He  found  them  overwhelmed  with  grief,  and 
in  the  moft  abfolutc  want  of  every  thing;  without 
a  fingte  chriftian  that  did  not  weep  Jthe  tofs  of  a  fa- 
ther oc.a  mother,  a  wife  or  a  hu(band,  a  fon  or  a 
^lighter,  murdered  or  foaded  With  qhains  before 
their  eyes.  The  moJft  preffing  want  was  that  of 
provifions ;  they  direftly  fowed  the  little  grain  th«y 
had  faved,  while  the  provincial  went  in  fearch  cf 
mor^:  immediate  aflii^ance.  But  .th^  mi^  as 
well  have  fpared  themfelves  this  trouble ;  for  twQ 
^xprefTes  foon  arrived^  one  on  the  heels  of  the  otber> 
with  sin.  account,  that  an  army  of  the  Mamekis 
had  ipade.  its  appearance  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ViU$rica. ;  that  another  fwarm  of  Banditti  had  iiFusd 
firom  the  fouth  coaft  of  Brazil ;  -and  that  even  the 
^panifh  towns,  and  fettlements  were  threatened  widi 
^  vifit  from  them. 

As  this  account  agreed  with  what  a  Mameliis 
had  fpme  time  before  told  one  of  the  miilionariesi 
^ther  Montayo,  fuperior  of  the  nwffions,  fent  to 
fumnK)n  the  commandant  of  Villaoca,.  in  the  king's 
oame,  and  in  virtue  of  his  niaj£%/a.  orders^  to 
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fend  him  immediate  ailiflance ;  and,  on  his  receiv* 
ing  for  anfwer,  that  it  was  not  pofTible  to  give  him 
any,  he  gave  orders  for  evacuating  the  redu£tions 
of  St.  Ignatius  and  Loretto,  the  only  ftiU  fubfifting 
in  the-  province  of  Guayra,  and  the  firft  that  had 
been  founded  there.  Thefe  towns  might  com- 
pare with  the  moft  flourifliing  among  tl^  Spaniih 
cities  in  Paraguay ;  and  even  furpaflM  them  in  the 
beauty  and  largenefs  of  their  churches.  As  to  the 
inhabitants  themfelves,  they  were  not  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  old  chnftians,  but  by  their  iii- 
perior  innocence  and  piety.  They  had  great  herds 
of  black  cattle,  bred  from  fome  which  their  miP- 
(ionaries  had  brought  from  very  diilant  places  ;  all 
their  lands  ^were  well  cultivated  ^  they  raifed  cot- 
ton in  great  quantities,  fb  as  not  only  to  have 
enough  for  their  own  ufe,  but  wherewith  to  make 
large  donations  to  fuch  reductions,  as  were 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  procure  themfelves  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  that  ufeful  article ;  and  even 
to  poor  Sp^iards;  and  there  was  the  greateft 
reaibn  to  hope,  that  the  other  reductions  of  the 
province  would  Ibon  obtain  the  fame  degree  of  per- 
fection. 

Bu  T  this  fine  appearance,  after  giving  (b  much 
joy  to  th^  authors  of  it,  was  now  become  a  foun- 
dation for  equal  concern,  as  they  could  not  but 
apprehend,  that  thefe  Neophytes  would  expofe 
their  lives  and  liberties  to. the  greateft  danger  ra- 
ther than  abandon  fuch  fine  eflabliihments,  and  the 
fruits  of  fb  many  years  labour,  which  they  now 
were  jufl  beginning  to  tafle,  in  order  to  look  out 
for  an  exile  in  a  remote  country.;  and  this,  too^ 
without  more  than  a  bare  probability  of  being  able 
to  reach  it,  though  with  the  greatefl  certainty,  in  a 
manner,  of  being  reduced]  on  their  arrival  there, 
to  the  utmofl  mifery  and  diflrefs.  How  great, 
dierefore,  muft  the  furprize  of  thefe  fathers  hf^ve 

been. 
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bee?,  when,  on  the  \  ery  firft  propofal  they  made  to 
.  fhe  Neophytes  of  preparing  to  part  with  every  thing 
they  could  not  conveniently  carry  away  along 
with  them,  they  unanimoiifly  anfwered,  "  we 
are  indebted  to  you,  fathers,  for  the  ineftimable 
blefling  of  being  chriftians,  and  we  ftand  in  need 
of  your  affiftance  to  continue  fo ;  therefore,  where-t 
ever  you  go,  we  will  chearfuUy  follow.  If  hun-f 
ger,  thirft,  and  fatigue,  and  the  other  inconveni  - 
ences  infeparable  from  fo  long  a  journey,  prove 
fatal  to  our  aged  fathers  and  mothers,  our  wives 
and  little  ones,  we  (hall  comfort  ourfelves  with 
the  thoughts  of  their  having  expofed  thcm- 
felye?  to  thefe  dangers,  difficulties,  ancj  diilrefi^, 
merely  to  preferve  their  religion ;  ^d  that  God 
iiimfelf  will  be  their  feward.  In  fine,  Ihould 
we  come  to  want  fupport  and  refrelhment  for  our 
bodies,  the  brea4  of  angels,  which  we  are  not 
afraid  to  be  deprived  of,  as  loiig  as  you  remain 
with  us,  will  give  ps  ftrength  and  courage  to  en- 
counter every  evil," 

These  feiitiments  were  pot  the  eiFedt  of  ^  tran* 
Ijtory  fervour  j  for  the  proper  fignal  of  departure 
had  no  fopner  been  given  in  the  two  redudtions, 
than  ail  the  inhabitancy  flript  their  churches  and 
houfes,  with  a  hdly  infenfibility,  of  every  thing 
tiiey  could  refc^e  from  the  rapacity  of  tbeir  ene- 
mies. This  done,  they  embarked  upon  the  Para- 
nap^ne,  which  foion  brought  them,  into  the  Parana ; 
and  then  defcended  this  lail  as  far  as  the  great  fall«* 
in  fpite  pf  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ciudad  Real  coukl 
40  to  retain  them  in  their  neighbourhood.  All  the 
Injiian^  of  the  other  rednftions,  whom  their  Paf- 
tdr^  could  prevail  upon  not  to  ftay  behind,  had 
either  joined  them  already,  or  arrived  foon  after; 
and  tfe  >diole  number  amounted  to  two  thoufandi 
nve  hundred  families. 

Bqx 
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But  the  pical'ure  the  miflionaries  muft  have 
felt,  at  having  conduded  them  fo  far,  was  greatly- 
allayed  by  the  mifery  to  which  they  faw  them  re- 
duced, and  the  remembrance  of  thofe  left  behind, 
who,  they  muft  know,  were  expofed  to  much 
greater  ^  nor  was  it  long  before  their  grief  received 
a  confiderable  addition  from  a  certain  report,  that 
the  Mamelus,  on  finding  the  reduftions  of  Loretto 
and  Ignatius  evacuated,  had  refolved  to  purfue  the 
fugitives;  and  were,  accordingly,  making  fuch 
for<:ed  marches  to  overtake  them,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  prevent  their  doing  it,  without  making  a 
barrier  of  a  great  cafcade,  above  which  they  were 
flow  affembled  v  an  undertaking,  whidi  required  a 
great  deal  of  time;  and  was,  befkleis,  attended 
with  a  great  many  difficulties. 
*  The  greateft  difficulty  wds  that  of  conveying 
boats  enough  through  the  fall  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
fofss:  of  the  tranfmigrants  when  arrived  at  the 
biittOTi  of  it ;  and,  next,  that  of  conducing  fo  great 
a  number  of  men  and  women  of  all  ages,  and  fo 
many  fick  perfons,  for  thirty  leagues  together,  be- 
fore they  could  reach  the  pfem,  through  the  nioft 
inhofpitable  country.  But  there  wag  no  time  to 
l^e  id  deliberation.  In  ftiis  preffing  nec^ffity, 
ttierteforCj  itwa^  refolved  to^  abandon  the  boats  to 
the  cur  rent  j  *B,td^  -iftey  were  sill  daflhied  to  pieces ; 
fev^d  Ncdphytd^  M^re  drbwned ;  dthteiPs,  fiiik  un- 
der the  fatigues  of  an  ei^^  da^s  rtiarch,  at  one 
time,  over  fends  expofed  to  the  fiery  rays  of 
ai  perpendfeiikr  foil,  at  another,  over  rugged  roeks; 
bordered  v^^rtfi' pfreeipices,  wAei^d  every  faHe  ftep 
proved  faMtb  the  unhap^ "fravellet-.  They  were 
all,  befidies,  ^heavily  laden  ;  'fottie  with  the  b^gage, 
and  others^  v^ththe  fick ;  the  women  witH  'their 
little  ones  {  and'  thd  miffionarieiS,  'with  their  chiapels 
and  piftoral  folicitude.  Accordingly,  they  all  ar- 
rived more  dead  than  alive  at  the  end  of  their  jour- 
ney, 
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ney,  where  to  inpreafe  their  diftrefs,  they  foon  fell 
fliort  of  provilions,  though  the  redudtions  on  the 
Pj^rana  had  fent  them  all  the  refreftiments  they 
could  poflibly  coUeft. 

Thi  s  fcarcity  made  it  impoflible  to  remain  here 
any  longer,  &>  that,  after  a  few  days  repofe,  they 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  begin  a  new  march. 
To  render  it  the  eafier,  the  miffionaries  divided 
them  into  four  bodies,  one  of  which  had  orders  to 
coaft  the  Parana ;  two  others,  to  diredt  their  courfe 
through  the  woods  on  both  fides  of  the  river  to  - 
wards  the  redudkions  eftabliftied  on  the  Acaray  and 
thelguazu;  of  the  fourth,  which  confifted  ofthofe 
who  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  walk,  fome 
were  embarked  on  boats  fent  them  by  the  reduc- 
tions juft  now  mentioned ;  but  the  greater  number, 
for  want  of  room,  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind 
on  both  fides  of  the  great  fall,  where>  for  upwards 
of  four  months,  they  had  nothing  but  wild  fruits  to 
liveon^^  Thofe,  however,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  boats,  were  rather  more  unfortunate,  as  thefe 
boats  were  fo  finaU,  and  withal  fo  deeply  laden, 
that  numbers  of  them  overfet ;  by  means  of  which 
feveral  of  the  paffengers  were  drowned,  and  a 
great  part  of  their  little  cargoes  entirely  loft.  Up- 
on this,  therefore,  they  bethought  themfelves  of 
making  rafts  with  canes ;  but  they  made  them  fo 
ill,  that  moft  of  them  funk  with  every  thing  that 
had  been  committed  to  them.  AfHifting,  how- 
ever, as  thefe  bifes  ^ere,  the  faith  of  the  Neo- 
phytes triumphed  over  them. 
.  It  does  not  appear,  that  any  o(  thofe,  who 
travelled  by  land,  periflied  in  their  journey.  But 
when  thq^.  were  all  united,  fome  in  the  redudlion 
of  the  nativity,  on  the  Acaray  •,  and  the  reft,  in  that 
of  St.  Mary  Major,  on  the  Iguazu ;  they  increafed 
the  famine,  that  raged  there  before  their  arrival, 
in  confequence  of  a  bad  harvefts  ^nd  thi$  famine 
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foon  brought  on  a  general  ficknefs,  which,  in'hCftU 
redudtions,  carried  off  eleven  hundred  fouls,  and 
determined  thofe  who  furvived  to  difperfe  into  the 
woods,  in  fearch  of  roots  and  wild  fruits,  where  a 
great  many  of  them  periflied  by  want,  it  not  being 
in  the  power  of  their  condudors,  who  themfelvei? 
wanted  every  thing,  to  give  them  any  other  iffift- 
ance,  than  that  of  preparing  them  to  make  a  good 
end. 

At  length,  the  mortality  ceafed;  and  the  miffion- 
aries  found,  that  out  of  one  hundred  thoufknd  foulsy 
of  which  the  church  of  Guayra  was  compofed,  there 
now  remained  with  them  but  twehre  thou(and.  Fa- 
ther Montoya  formed  two  reductions  with  thefe 
melancholy  remains,  near  a  little  river  called  Ma-' 
burrus^  which  flows  from  the  eaft  into  the  Parana^ 
and  gave  them  the  names  of  Lofettd  and  St.  Ignatius. 
But,  as  it  was  impoiBble  to  t'  U  or  fow  any  lands,  on' 
account  of  the  more  immediate  neceflity  of  build- 
iiig  houfes  for  flielter,  he  bought  ten  thoirfand  oxen, 
with  the  money  allowed  by  way  of  falary  to  the  mif- 
fionaries  of  Guayra,  and  the  proceeds  of  fiich  ef- 
fedls  faved  out  of  the  redudlions  of  that  province, 
as  the  Neophytes  could  do  without. 

The  Spaniards,  who  had  hitherto  confidcred  the 
reductions  of  this  province,  as  little  contributing  ta 
the  fecurity  of  their  other  fettlements  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Guayra  againft  the  fury  of  the  Mamelus^ 
now  began  to  fee  their  miftake,  when  it  was  too 
late  to  repair  it.  Their  c  wn  territories  were  foon 
covered  with  thefe  Banditti,  who  every  where  drew 
after  them  large  armies  of  infidels ;  and,  when 
thefe  hell-hounds  could  no  longer  find  any  new 
diriftians  to  make  flaves  of,  they  fell. upon  the 
country  feats  and,  villages ;  and,  afterwards,  utterly 
deftroyed  Cuidad  and  Villarica^  in  fpite  of  all  the 
endeavours  of  the  biftiop  of  the  Affumption,  who 
C^me  in  perfon  to  intercede  for  them.    Part  of  the 
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inhabitants  took  refuge  on  the  Paraguay,  and  the 
reft  went  in  fearch  of  an  afylum,  even  amcxig  their 
enemies.  We  ftiall  fpeak,  in  another  place,  of  the 
New  Villarica,  afterwards  built  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  old. 
^  The   year  following,     the  Calchaquis^ 

^^S^'  having  been  defeated  by  the  Spaniards  in 
feveral  rencounters,  prevailed  on  the  jefuits  to  ob- 
tain a'  peace  for  them,  though  they  had  obliged 
themfelves,  by  the  moft  execrable  oaths,  never  M 
give  quarters  to  any  Spaniards,  except  the  fathers  of 
the  company,  who,  they  faid,  had  never  done 
them  any  harm,  but  had,  on  the  contrary,  always 
zealoufly  defended  their  liberty  and  the  honour  of 
their  wives.  But  this  cabn  was  of  very  (hort  dura- 
tion. The  barbarians  foon  renewed  their  hoftilities, 
burning  and  plundering  all  before  them ;  fo  that  the 
viceroy  of  Peru  found  hiraielf  under  the  neceflity  of 
fending  fbme  forces  to  Tucunian  againft  them. 
But,  tho'  thefe  troops  put  a  ftop  to  their  courfes, 
they  made  no  change  in  their  fentiments.  -  The 
jefuits,  on  their  fide,  could  neither  aflure  them, 
that,  in  cafe  they  became  chriftians,  no  attempts 
would  be  made  on  their  liberty ;  nor  yet  perfuadethe 
Spaniards,  that  it  was  their  r^  intereft  to  authorize 
them  to  give  them  fuch  aflurances ;  an  obftinacy  the 
more  furprizing,  as  the  Spaniards  were  very  far 
from  being  always  in  a  condition  to  reprefe  thefe 
Indians. 

Bu  T  what  ferved  moft  to  fignalize  this  year,  was 
the  fiirprizing  converfion  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province  of  Tape,  which  we  have  before  taken 
notice  of.  Not  c»ily  they  invited  the  miflionaries, 
and  gave  them  the  kindeft  reception  ;  but.  feveral, 
to  have  a  better  title  to  their  alliftance,  had  alrea- 
dy formed  themfelves  into  redudions,  and  built 
churches  and  houfes  to  receive  them.  Thefe  efta- 
blifliments,  however,  were  foon  brought  into  great 
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danger,  by  the  attachment  which  fome  of  the  con- 
verted caciques  ftill  retained  to  their  concubines  ^ 
and,. though,  in  the  end,  they  got  the  better  of 
this  Ihock,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  difficulties  which  often  perplexed  the  miffion- 
aries  in  cafes  of  the  like  nature. 

I  ALREADY  obfcrved,  that,  among  the  Guarani 
nations,  every  cacique  had  a  right  to  take  as  taaity 
wives  as  he  could  maintain.  Now,  though  it  was 
an  eafy  matter .  to  perfuade  thofe,  who  were  fin- 
cerely  difpofed  to  embrace  the  chriflian  religion, 
to  confine  themfelves  to  one  wife,  it  was  not 
fo  eafy  to  determine,  whether  they  (hould  be 
obliged  to  keep  her  whom  they  had  firft  married,  or 
be  permitted  to  chufe  her  they  liked  bcft  among 
thofe,  with  whom  they  aftually  cohabited.  It  is 
well  known,  that  divines  differ  in  this  point ;  for 
which  reafon  the  millionaries,  for  a  long  time,  fol- 
lowed the' opinion,  that  each  rf  them  refpedively 
thought  was  befl  grounded.  At  length,  the  fupe- 
riors  judging  it  highly  proper  to  eftablilh  in  thefe 
churches  one  uniform  rule  dE  conduft  in  an  affair 
of  fo  much  importance,  applied  to  the  fovereign 
Pontiff,  to  know  how  they  (hould  govern  them- 
felves for  the  future. 

Father  de  Lugo,  in  the  memorial  he  drew  up 
for  this  purpofe,  reprefented  to  his  holinefs,  that 
the  Guarani  caciques  confidered  their  wives,  rather 
as  fervants,  than  as  companions  ;  that  they  dif* 
miffed  them  without  ceremony,  on  the  leaft  diflike ; 
that  they  very  often  kept  feveral  together  ;  and, 
fometimes,  even  the  mothers  and  the  daughters  -, 
that  it  was  ufual  with  them  to  make  prefents  of  their 
wives  to  their  friends  and  vajSfals,  and  take  them . 
back  again  when  they  thought  proper ;  in  fine,  that 
fome  of  them,  on  leaving  one  place  to  fettle  in  ano- 
ther, left  their  wives  behind  them,  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  removing  them,  and  took  new -ones  in 

the 
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the  places  where  they  ftopt.  From  thefe  premifes 
father  de  Lugo  concluded,  that  there  was  no  mar- 
riage among  thefe  Indians ;  and  alledged,  befides^ 
fcveral  reafons,  why  it  would  be  dangerous  to  oblige 
them,  on  their  converfion,  to  abide  by  the  women, 
with  whom  they  had  firft  cohabited; 

The  firft  reafon  was  the  difficulty  of  fixing  on 
the  woman,  with  whom  they  had  firft  cohabited,  as 
it  was  very  probable  they  might  not  give  a  true 
anfwer,  when  interrogated  on  this  head.  The.  fe^ 
cond,  that  this  firft  wife  might  poffibly  have  beeh 
the  firft  wife  of  another.  The  third,  that  thefe 
Indians,  after  having  been  married  in  the  face  of 
the  church,  wei:e  ojFten  known  to  negleft,  for  an-: 
other,  the  woman  they  had  been  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge as  their  wife,  becaufe  they  did  not 
love  her.  The  fourth,  that  the  obligation  of  con 
fining  themfelves  to  the  woman,  with  whom  they 
had  firft  cohabited,  appeared  fo  fevere,  that,  on 
that  account  alone,  feveral  had  refufed  to  embrace 
the  chriftian  religion.  In  fine,  that,  in  the.  mar- 
ri^es  of  the  Guaranis,  there  was  neither  contraft 
nor  any  other  cerenwny,  by  which  the  wife  might 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  concubinci  The  Pope's 
anfwer  was,  that  the  two  opinions,  in  the  cafe  pro- 
pofed,  being  equally  probablcj  there  was  no  occa- 
fion  for  a  difpenfation  to  follow  either  ;  and  that 
the  mifftonaries  (hould  a6t,  on  fuch  occaiions,  in 
the  manner  they  judged  propereft  to  fecure  the 
converfion  of  the  infidels  ;  and  this  rule  has  beien 
ever  fince  obferved. 

In  that  part  of  the  country,  which  lies  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Paraguay,  and  extends  from  that  river 
to  the  Parana,  where  this  laft  takes  a  turn  towards 
the  North-»eaft,  there  is  a  chain  of  mountains  that 
pours  down  a  great  niunber  of  rivers,  fome  of 
which  fall  into  the  Paraguay,  and  the  reft  into  the 
Parana.     But  thofe  which  flow  eaftwards  have  fo 
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gentle  a  fall^  thtt  their  motion  is  fcarce  diicmiibk  ^ 
whereas  die  others,  tumbling  from  a  greater  hddit^ 
are  not  only  diftingmfliable  by  the  r^^dity  of  their 
courfe,  but  by  the  great  quantity  of  mud  which 
ihsy  eatry  from  the  msuihes.  they  n^  ^ough, 
and  with  which  they  render  the  waters  of  the  Pa* 
raguay  turbid  to  a  coafiderabie  dMance.  Befides, 
dtey  often  overflow  thdr  banks ;  and^  then,  the 
wltole  comftry  refembtes  a  vaft  fea,  with  no  othar 
bounds  but  me  mountains.  This  country  is  full 
cf  trees,  dillilling  a  gum  which  the  inhabitants 
f&rm  into  bails,  fo  light  and  daftick,  that  they 
ferve  to  [day  with*  But  what  renders  them  (till 
niore  valuable^  is  a  virtue  th«y  are  faid  to  poT- 
feis  of  curing  the  dyioit^.  Several  of  diefe  balls 
have  been  broiight  to  Spain. 

The  heiurt  of  t^s  country^  whidi  Kes  between 
Hit  19th  and  ^ad  degrees  of  S011&  latitude  is  in- 
habited hy  a  peo{^  caSiKl  Batimx.  Thefe  Indians 
^pGJce  the  lame  language  with  die  Guaranis^  and 
feemed  to  be  <^  the  fame  origin,  though,  at  the 
lame  time  we  are  f|)eakii^  of,  t)!^y  kept  up  very 
littfe  o^nitiunioation  with  them.  They  were  ex- 
tremely vigorous  and  nkntde ;  and  running  was  & 
wen  djudiedand  £b&vocirite  a  diverfion  aifnohg  them, 
tha;t  they  obliged  the  runntes  to  carry  ftones  of 
a  fi^ed  we%ht,  and  even  diftributed  prizes  amcn^ 
<A^to^  As  fitre  as  any  oiie  ai^iong  them  died, 
B  certain  numb^  d(  his  rations  threw  dia»^ 
^felves  from  a  great  hei^t  in  order  to  accompany 
him  in  the  other  world;  and  this  ciifttoi,  ^ong 
with  the  frequent  diibrders  caiifed  by  ^)e  bad  air 
in  which  they  lived,  hindered  ti^rasi  from  multiply^ 

Such  was  a  nationof  Ih^^s,  whom  fsltber'Rim^ 
coiuiier  ^  jduit,  had  lately  undertiak^n  to  com!9^ 
though  With  very  little  l^jes  of  focGe&.  He  was 
«v^  iftore  thaft  <^e  on  tBe^n**of  fitiHng  ji^fiStm 

■'ti;  .-     '     to 
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iQ  dieir  firevQatkm  mud  jcaloufy,  for  which,  how- 
ever^ it  muft  be  owned  they  had  but  too  jaft 
f^6U9d9.  A  PortugueTe  fsieft,  k  feems,  had,  fdme 
yeoiTs  t)d^j,  f^Aod^d  a  considerable  nuhibei'  cf 
tbei^  iHii^r  fretetice  cf  civilijzdng  ^herti,  aa^  in- 
ilrm^ii:)^  tjbem  m  the  chriftian  rellgioii  ^  and,  then, 
Jfeld  ^ifei  *5>  foaae  of  his  oc«mtrymeD,  who  w^e 
to  i^^ry  them  oiflf  lo  Brazil ;  but,  unha|)ipily  for  tihe 
.wr^dtdb,  ^  Itatiiies  difco^ered  his  views,  at)d  rrmr- 
d<er^  ibini.  Thisjafone  w(M2td  h^ve  beei!i  fuflicient 
1^  mflk:^  dsiesi  mtftrult  fwiAitt  Ranconnier  -,  bnt  their 
£i^^3ikt€to  wtise  iiK>reafed  by  anof  her  Ei^  who 

1^(/l$  in^&noet  -eilot^h  to  tell  t^iem,  that  afH  thofe 
>^||o  llfteood  to  4^is  fadier  Bright  foon  ex{)e£t  to 
fee  tfa^^eh^es  ^vts  to  the  Spamar^. 

TsHEy  evlatt  bqjaa  to  take  up  arms,  as  if  the 
SpSjLtim^  vncDe  on  the  point  of  entering  their 
t^mtxff  whm  Same  {ftcM  marks  of  t^  f^otee-^ 
tkffl  of  liet^eh  on  &ther  R^ticonnier  fuddeiiiy 
clp^ged  itbeadr  htaUB^  and  "brought  them  in  fuch 
numbers  about  him  £or  ibftru6tion,  that  he  ^id 
othe^  iefuiks  tbat  canse  to  his  al&>ftance,  hid  profe- 
lytss  tam^  to  form  four  reductions  in  one  year^ 
wider  the  n^naes  cf  St.  Jn^f^b,  the  Angeh,  St  Piter, 
9mi  St  BioiL  The  eftabliihing  of  the  corr^any  at 
X'orez  trouM,  no  doi^t^  have  tended  ^eady  to  the 
furdser  progrefs  of  their  miffion ;  but,  though  the  in*^ 
Itobctants  .had  been  a  long  tijQie  fdliciting  for  it,  the 
afi^r  lingered  fo  long,  that  dl  thoughts  of  it 
vf&cQ «t  Inlaid  afide.  Certain  it  is,  that  die  Spa- 
Duards  did  never  fufficiently  comprehend,  how 
much  it  iiras  their  intereft  to  keep  and  fortify  this 
jrface,  MHbich  Jiii^t  have  feeured  to  them  the  pop 
feffiou  of  all  the  courfe  df  the  Paraguay,  as  far  as 
the  kke  of.  the  Xarayes ;  and  that  they  have  not 
been  fufficsBQtly  upQn  dieir  guard  agakift  the  Ma^ 
XBolue,  who  have  opened  a  road^  on  that  fide  of 
South  America,  tath^  countrymen^  for  nnakihg 
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diicoveries,  in  which  the  fpaniards  (hould  havt 
been  before  hand  with  them. 

Of  this  there  happened  a  melancholy  proof  at 
the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of ;  a  large  gang  of  MaT 
melus,  with  an  army  of  Tapes  at  their  heeis,  having 
made  a  fudden  irruption  into  the  country.  The 
firft  thing  thefe  banditti  did,  was  to  fend  two  en- 
voys to  the  redudtion  of  St.  Jofejdi,  whofe  paftor 
they  knew  was  abfent,  with  a  meifage  to  the  cor- 
regidor,  importing  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear^ 
as  they  were  marching  againft  ibme  nations  in  the 
neighbourhood,  firmly  refdved  to  chaftife  them  for 
their  infolent  behaviour  to  father  Ranconnier ;  and 
that,  if  he  would  join  them  in  (o  glorious  a  caufe, 
he  (hould  foon  be  convinced  of  their  zeal  for  the 
welfare  both  of  the  mifTionaries  and  their  Neo- 
phytes. The  corregidor  gave  into  the  fnare.  He 
ordered  all  his  warriors  to  take  up  arms,  and 
marched  with  them  to  the  camp  of  the  Mamdus, 
where  they  were  no  fooner  arrived,  than  thefe  mf- 
creants  loaded  them  with  chains. 

The  general  then  fent  out  a  detachmoit  to  carry 
off  all  thofe,  who  dill  remained  in  the  redu<5tion  ; 
and  another,  to  attack  that  of  the  Angels ;  but  the 
paftor  of  the  laft  had  time  enough  to  fecure  the 
retreat  of  part  of  its  inhabitants.  The  reft  were 
taken,_  with  the  milfionary,  whom  the  Mamelus 
detained  for  three  days  together,  left  he  (hould 
affift  any  of  his  Neophytes  to  make  their  efcape. 
A  third  body  of  thefe  banditti  fell  upon  the  re-- 
duftion  of  St  Peter  j  and  partly  by  force,  and 
partly  by  fraud,  found  means  of  getting  all  the 
inhabitants  into  their  power,  except  feventy,  who, 
having  aflembled  about  their  paftor,  bravely  re- 
pulfed  an  equal  number  of  Tapes,  and  thirty 
Mamelus.  The  paftor  of  St.  Jofeph  had  likewife 
the  good  fortune  of  obtaining,  by  his  entreaties, 
the  liberty  of  two  cataqucs ;    upon  which  feveral 
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of  the  Tapes,  charmed  with  his  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  Neophytes,  thought  proper  to  put  them- 
felves  under  his  conduft.  But  he  loon  after  had 
the  mortification  of  hearing,  that  all  the  reft  of  the 
caciques  and  bther  Itatine  officers,  having  been  tied 
to  one  dmin,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  drown- 
ed in  croffing  the  Parana.  Soon  after,  the  jefuits 
were  informed,  that  the  Mamelus,  to  render  them 
odious  to  the  Itatines,  had  renewed  the  calumny 
which  they  had  formerly  propagated  with  fuch 
faccefe  ;  namely,  that  the  jefuits  themfelves  had 
invited  them ;  and  it  wrought  fo  much  upon  the 
poor  people,  that  feveral  of  them,  through  mere 
r-efentment,  profaned  the  facred  veflels,  and  even 
formed  a  defign  againft  the  life  of  one  of  their  paf- 
tors.  But  means  were  at  laft  found  to  difabufe 
them,  and  even  reftore  the  reductions,  by  degrees, 
to  their  former  populoufiiefe. 
^  Those  on  the  Parana,  which  had  for  a 

^^'  long  time  enjoyed  the  fweets  of  an  unin- 
terrupted peace,  were  now  tried  in  their  turn ;  and 
the  firft  trial  they  were  put  to,  was  of  a  very  ex- 
traordinary kind,  being  the  work  of  thofe  who 
fhould  have  been  their  protestors ;  namely,  the 
governor  and  the  bilhop  of  the  province  of  Para- 
guay. The  prelate  had  vilited  them  a  few  years 
Before,  and  beftowed  the  higheft  praifes  both  on 
the  Neof^ytes,  and  their  miffionaries.  As  to  the 
governor,  his  condudt,  ever  fince  his  promotion 
te  that  employment,  had  been  fuch,  as  left  thefe 
new  chriftian  colonies  no  reafon  to  expedt  any  fa- 
vour from  him.  It  feemed  even  furprizing,  that 
he  had  not  carried  his  malice  againft  them  to  ftill 
greater  lengths. 

This  nobleman,  it  feems,  had  given  orders  to 
a  Cacique  but  lately  converted,  to  fupply  him  with 
a  certain  number  of  Pirogues  *;  but,  though  he  had 
been  obeyed  with  the  greateft  pundtuality^  yet, 
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as  thefe  boats  happenieci:  to  b^  toa  fnaU  fof  his  ufe, 
}m  M  into  {o  a  violent  paffio&  witit  tbe  Caciqoe^ 
ami  the  Indians,  who  came  abog  with  htm  tO' deli- 
ver them,  that  he  knmodktely  font  the  poor  psopte 
to  prifon.  He  even  Ibrg^  htmfelf  ib  &k,  gs  to 
threaten^  with  peribnal  fervice>  ^H  the  chri^iauos 
0f  the  redu£tionjs  on  the  Parana.  Thefe  a£ts  of 
violence  and  r^  threats  made  lib  great  a&  impr6ir> 
fion  on  the  Neophytes,  that  the  miffionaries  had 
nouph  ado  to  contain  them.  But  it  proved  ftitt 
mofe  difficult  to  pacify  them^  in  iregurd  to  a  ftc^ 
of  the  bi(hopi»  which  he  coi^  not  have  taken  in  a 
moEe  critical  copjun^uare. . 

This  prelate  had>  all  on  a  fodden>  takssi  it  into 
hishe^^  Or  at  l^aA,  had  been  ma^  to  beli0?e^ 
that  he  might  confidpraWy  increafe  the  revenues  of 
his  chuifch,  by  pJaciflg  ov^r  the  rcdtKftidns  ctf  hia 
diocefe,  paflors  more  dependent  Ofi  htm  than  the 
Jefuits ;  and,  under  pretence  Aat-  the  hew  chrif- 
tia^  under  the  cooduft  q€  thefe  religiousy  paid  him 
lifiither  tithes,  ftor  th?  fourth  part  «  die  firuits  of 
the  earth,  he  began  by  interdiding  all  tiiert  rriiffi*-- 
onaries.  So  great  and  iuddeti  a  cUp  ftirprized  evte- 
ryone;  and  it  was  the  general:  opinioo,  that  the 
hi&op  had  not  proceeded  fa  fat  without  a  fijBed  de-^ 
llgjfi  of  going  fliU  farther. 

Tm^  governor,  oii  his  fide^  abated  nothing  of 
his  menaofes ;  and  people  waited  Mritb  the  gre^eft 
ifnpatience  the  uplhot  of  this  affair^  when  father 
Romero^  arrived  pcxftThafte  at  the  Affumption,  from 
the  farther  extremity  of  the  province  ot  Uruguay, 
where  the  hoife  of  this  fudden  ftorra  had  reached 
bint.  The  iirft  tbjng  he  did  was  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  whom  he  befeeched  to  coniid6r,  that 
the  kiags  of  Spain  had  abfolutely  forbid  their  fub- 
je^  to  treat  the  Indians  in  a  rough  n^inner,  thofe 
eff^ialiy,  who  had  been  coiiverted  and  formed* 
into  reda<3:iQns  by  the  Jefuits  5   or  even  irnpofe  any 

tafks 


OF    PARAGUAY.  ssg 

tiSks  upon  them  ^  dieir  majefties  beins  defirous, 
^t  they  (hovid  be  prevailed  upon  by  mir  means, 
to  do  every  thing,  it  might  be  thought  pro^r  to 
require  ot  them  \  but  his  remcmftrances  had  no 
em(5t .  However,  he  i^in  returned  to  the  charge  ^ 
and  by  his  conftancy,  and  his  elpquenoe  equally 
ftrong  and  infinuating,  obtained,  at  laft  every  thing 
he  wanted.  The  governor  c^dered  the  priibners 
to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  promiied  never  more  to 
moleil  the  Neophytes. 

Bu  T  it  proved  much  more  difficult  to  move  the 
bi(hop.  It  was  to  no  purpofe,  father  Romero, 
after  ftriving  in  vain  to  reafbo  him  into  betta:  fen- 
tjments,  produced  the  bulk  of  the  foverd^  Pon- 
tic, and  the  decrees  of  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  by  which  it  {dftiniy  appeared,  that  his  Icnrd- 
ihi|)  had  tran^refTed  the  bounds  Of  his  authority 
in  interdi^ing  the  mlflionaries.  He  could  get  no 
other  anfwer  front  him,  than  diat  he  bad  a  right  to 
dUpofe  of  the  pariihes  within  his  dioceie.  To  this 
fether  Romero  replied,  that  the  redui^ions  direfted 
by  the  jefuits  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  p^ih^ 
in  the  mi&,  fenie  <^that  word.  The  biihop  perfifted 
in  alledging,  that  thofe,  who  had  charge  of  them. 
Were  parilh  priefts  fubje^t  to  the  ordinary,  like  all 
other  parifli  pridb.  At  length,  the  provincial,  who 
was  by  this  time  arrived  at  the  AiTumption,  cauied 
to  be  notified  to-  the  biftiop  the  letters  patent  of 
the  king,  by  which  his  majefly  forbade  all  perfons 
of  what  ever  rank  and  dignity^  to  deprive  the  fa- 
thers of  the  oMnpany  of  Jefus  of  the  government 
of  their  Neophytes,  or  difturb  them,  under  any 
jMretest,  in  the  exercife  of  their  fundtions. 

The  governor,  who  had  already  yielded  to  rea- 
fbn,  fec<Mided  the  provincial ;  and  the  bi(hop  foon 
fdlowed  his  estaniple.  He  even  did  it  widi  Co  good 
a  grace,  that,  father  Romero  having  fet  out  to 
return  to  his  church,  he  immediately  toBowed  him  j 
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vifited  a  fecond  time  the  redudlions  within  his  di- 
ocefe  ;    loaded  the  Neophytes  with  praifes  and  ca- 
refles ;    and,  above  all  thingis,  recommended  to 
theni,  an  entire  confidence  in  thofe,  who  governed 
them  with  fo  much  zeal  and  wifdom.     This  pre- 
late was  in  the  year  1635  tranflated  to  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and^  ever  after  lived  in 
the  greateft  harmoijy  with  the  jefuits,  which  has 
jiot,  however,  hindered  the  authors  of  the  Morale 
pratique  from    placing  him,  on  the  authority  of 
:Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  among  thofe  prelates, 
.whom  the  jefuits,  according  to  him,  had  driven 
out  of  their  cjiocefes.     But  thefe  gentlemen,    it 
.  feems,   did  not  confider,    that,    if  thefe  fathers  • 
had  credit  enough  for  that  purpofe,  they  could 
not  but  have  enough  to  prevent  his  tranflation 
.to    the  bifhoprick  of  Buenos  Ayres,   where    it 
imported  thern-.  much  more  to  have  a  bifliop  in 

.  their  intjereft,  than  at  the  Affumption; 

But  this  ftorpi  had  fcarce  blowp  over,  \yhen  a 

,  report  of  the  Mamelus  having  refolved  to  penetrate 

,  ajs  far  as.  the  Parana,  threw  all  the  reduAions  efla- 
bliflied  on  that  river,  into  the  greateft  confternation. 

,  Nor.  was  it  a  vain  alarm  ;  for  the  report  was  foon 
followed  by    certain  advice,  of  their  advancing 

.  by  ,  forced  marches,  after  palTing  the  great 
fall,  As,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  doubted, 
that  thefe    banditti  would  firfl:  attack  the    re- 

.  duftions  of  the  nativity  and  St.  Mary  Major,  it 
was  refolved  10  remove  the  inhabitants  to  Itapua. 
Thefe  precautions  fo  difcpncerted  all  the  fchemes 
of  the  enemy,  tMat  they  thought  it  more  prudent  to 
march  back,  than  venture  further  into  a  country, 

.  with. which  they  were  not  fufficiently  acquainted. 
Thi  s  year,  the  viceroy  of  Peru  received  pofitive 

.  orders  from  court,  to  fupprefs,  abfolutely  and  irre- 
vocably, the  practices  of  exacting  perfonal  fervice 
from  the  Indians,    and  fubftitute  to  it  a  tax  pay- 
able 
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able  to  their  encomenderoes,  in  money,  vegetables, 
fluffs,  honey,  poultry,  or  fifh,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  countries  they  inhabited.  It  is  very 
probable,  that  it  was  found  iqiproper  to  ufe  vio- 
lence in  the  execution  of  thele  orders ;  and  that, 
therefore,  gentle  means  were  only  employed.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  certain  it  is,  that  things  have  re- 
mained ever  Jince  on  much  the  fame  footing  they 
were  before  -,  and  that  the  mod  melancholy  experi- 
ence has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  convince  the  Spa- 
jiiards  of  Paraguay,  that,  independent  of  the  dic- 
tates of  religion  and  common  honefty,  their  interefl 
alone  ifhould  engage  them  to  comply  with  the  will 
of  their  fovereign. 
^  It  could  fcarce  be  expedled,    that  the 

^  35'  '  Mamelus  and  the  Tupis,  who  did  not 
think  it  too  far  to  march  to  the  reductions  on  the 
Parana,  in  order  to  make  flaves  of  the  new  chris- 
tians there,  fliould  not  hanker  after  thofe  of  the 
Tape,  which  lay  fo  much  nearet  and  more  conveni^ 
ent  to  them  ;  as,  in  their  journeys  along  the  eaflern 
coafts  of  Brazil  for  the  fake  of  felling  their  flaves, 
they  generally  ftopt  at  the  Port  dejan  Pedro ^  formed 
by  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Tebiquari^  which 
ilTues  from  the  naountains  of  Tape.  Accordingly, 
the  miflionaries  of  this  province  had  begun  feri* 
Dufly  to  think  on  the  propereft  meafures  for  put- 
ting it  in  a  good  pofture  of  defence  againft  them. 
But  fuch  is  the  indolence  of  its  natives,  that  thefe 
fathers  might  have  laboured  long  enough  to  very 
little  purpofe,  had  not  the  misfortune,  which  fbme 
of  their  Neophytes  had  to  fall  into,  the  hands  of 
thefe  banditti,  made  fuch  an  imprellion  on  the 
reft,  that  they  immediately  purfued  them;  and 
not  only  refcued  their  countrymen,  but  made  feve- 
ral  prifoners,   who  were  diftributed  apiong  the  re- 
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dinftions  of  the  Parana,  where,  intinic,  theycanM 
to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  extreme  folly  and  widcedne&. 
The  ardour  mipifed  by  this  juccefi  was  ftill 
alive,  when  the  Neophy^  had  a  new  opportuntty 
of  exerting  it.  One  of  the  miflionaries,  who  had 
moft  contributed  to  civilize  and  convert  them,  hav- 
ing been  treacheroufly  killed  by  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Indians,  two  bodies  of  them  entered  the 
enemy's  country,  in  fpite  of  all  the  endeavours  oi 
tfieir  paftors  to  reftrain  their  fury  on  two  differ- 
ent fides ;  and,  though  both  found  armies  pre-, 
pared  to  receive  them,  they  fought  with  fuch  bra- 
very, that,  without  lofing  a  fingte  man,  they  killed 
a  great  number  of  thefe  favages,  made  a  great  ma- 
ny prifcmers,  and  entirely  di^ricd  the  reft.  They 
would  even  have  carried  their  refentment  ftill  for- 
ther,  had  not  the  miflionaries  found  means  to  put  a 
ftop  to  it.  But,  as  they  ncglefled  to  take  any  fe- 
curity  for  the  better  behaviour  of  the  enemy  for  the 
time  to  come,  this  mercy  of  theirs  had  like  to  have 
proved  very  fatal  to  them.  The  wild  Indians,  be- 
ing left  entirely  to  themfelves,  acquired,  by  dc^ 
grees,  moreftrength  than  they  had  loft ;  fell  upon  the 
reduction  lately  governed  by  the  murdered  miffi- 
onary ;  butchered  all  the  inhabitants  that  had  not 
die  good  fortune  of  faving  themfelves  by  flight, 
jand  even  three  hundred  children,  whom  they  af- 
terwards devoured.  The  other  redufikions  of  Taf>e 
were  on  the  point  of  ftiaring  the  fame  fate ;  fo  that  it 
was  at  laft  found  neceffary,  in  order  to  fupport  fome^ 
and  repair  the  reft,  to  take  up  arms  a  feoand  time, 
and  make  new  efforts,  thefuccefe  of  which  was  now 
become  very  uncertain.  But  the  God  of  armies 
foon  declared  in  favour  of  his  worfhippers,  who 
had  ehgj^ed  in  this  war,  merdy  to  prevent  Ae 
profanation  of  his  fandtuary^  and  piieferye  his 
adorers.  Befides,  thefe  new  maccabees  fbu^t  lefs 
to  fpill  the  blood  of  their  enemies,  than  to  impofe 
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a  yoke  on  them,  which  they  took  care  to  render 
mery  fiij^rtabk,  aikl  eaifed  them  of  the\  mi- 
jftute  they  found  them  fincerely  difpofcd  to  Jbow 
tlieir  necks  to  that  of  the  gofpel. 

>  ^  The  year  foHowing,  Tkm  Martin  de  Le- 
10  y>.  jg(jjja^  ^ho  had  fucceeded  Don  Lewis  de 
Ceip^dez  in  the  govemiftefit  of  Paraguay,  having 
f eceiired  Ofderis  from  the  royial  audience  of  la  Pkt^ 
t<s>  vifit  the  redu^ions  on  the  Parana,  had  no  fooner 
^ilhed  his  vifit,  than>  at  the  inftigatic^  of  the  m- 
Isabojafits  of  the  AffumpiKm^  iie  formed  the  delign 
«f  cransftrmg,  to  the  nd^hbourhoqd  of  that  capita!, 
iwo  of  them,  that  had  been  already  removed  into 
Rfs  province  from  that  of  Guayra,  in  order  to  give 
tW  Neophytes  of  them  iji  command.  His  pren 
iKsfice  for  taking  this  ftep  was^  that  the&  Indians 
had  beeft  reduced  by  arms,  before  the  jefefts  had 
und^rtafceA  to  re-unite  them  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  Spamardshadajuft  title  to  their  Services  ;  an4 
be  p^fifted  £^  obfttnately  in  this,  his  faUe  notion, 
dMt  nothing  leis  than  a  pofKive  orda^'  from  die 
i^oyai  audience  could  hinder  him  from  proceeding. 
Another  pretenfion  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ay- 
res,  €(|mlly  ill  grounded,  met  witlr'fte  ftme 
check.  In  confequence  of  feme  di^greement  be- 
tween him  and  me  jeluits,  he  wi*ote  to  his  ma- 
jdty  for  feave  td  build  a  city  on  the  Uruguay,  on 
pr^tenc*  ^thereby  keejring  m  awe  the  new  chrifti- 
ana  of  thie  province^  every  day,  he  faid,  growing 
more  aAd  more  numerous.  But  this  appeared  a 
very  odd  motive  to  Riilip  IV.  thorou^y  con^ 
vinced,  as  h^  VfnSi  tfiat  thefe  Neophytes,  fur  from 
d^ferving  to  ie  treated  with  lb  much  diffidttxce, 
foritted  the  ^4ft  barrier  he  could  have  againft  all 
his^ttemier  oft  that  fide  of  the  country  ;  his  tr«t- 
jefty,  oocordifigly,  fent  orders  to  the  governor  to 
J^y  afld6  his  defign. 
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A  THIRD  ftorm,  which  arofe.at  the  fame  time, 
inftead  of  only  threatening  from  afar,  was  attended 
with  very  fatal  confequences.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  Aflumption  affirmed,  that,  as  the  Itatine  chrif- 
tians  were  not  included  in  the  privileges  granted  to 
the  Neophytes  of  the  jefuits,  there  could  be  no 
reafon  for  not  giving  them  in  command.  But  they 
did  not,  or  at  leaft  would  not,  confider,  that  as 
they  had  not  conquered  thefe  Indians,  they  could 
have  no  juft  pretence  to  deprive  them  of  their  K- 
berty ;  but  thofe,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  main- 
tain this  vexatious  pretenfion,  had  found  means 
to  biafs  fo  far  both  the  civil  and  eccleiiaftical 
courts,  that  they  ordered  the  pallors  ftationed 
in  thefe  reductions,  to  give  up  their  places  to 
fecular  priefts.  In  the  mean  time,  fearing  that 
the  jefuits  might  complain  of  this  violence  to  the 
royal  audience  of  La  Plata,  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  figned  a  memorial  addreifed  to 
that  tribunal,  in  which  they  advanced  feveral  fefts 
invented  to  render  thefe  fathers  odious,  and  him 
in  particular,  who  tranfafted  their  affairs  at  la  Plata. 

But  this  very  contrivance  ruined  all  their  pro- 
jefts.  One  of  thofe,  who  had  figned  the  memorial, 
fcrupled  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  to  calm  his  con- 
fcience,  he  found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  fend- 
ing a  judicial  retradlation  of  his  falfe  all^ationss 
and  this  retradation  difcovered  the  myftery  of  ini- 
quity, which  the  confpirators  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  cover  with  the  fpecious  veil  of  the  public 
^ood.  But,  though  the  royal  audience  loft  no  time 
in  iffuing  a  degree,  forbidding  any  innovations  to 
be  made  in  the  Itatine  redudiions,  it  arrived  too  late. 
The  new  chriftians  compofing  them,  having  al- 
ready received  fome  intimation  of  the  defign  of  the 
Spaniards,  were  fo  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of 
being  reduced  to  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice, 
tibat  great  numbers  of  them  took  refuge  among  the 

wild 
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wild  Indians.  To  increafe  this  misfortune, .  a 
plague  followed ;  and  mod  of  thofe  who  efcaped  it 
difperfed  ;  and  of  the  three  paftors,  who  governed 
this  church,  two  fell  into  a  confumption,  and  were 
obliged  to  quit  the  field  ;  fo  that  the  third  not  being' 
able  to  attend  to  every  thing,  it  cofl:  more  to  re- 
unite this  feared  and  exafperated  flock,  than  had 
been  at  firft  requifite  to  form  it. 

The  plague  likewife,  fucceeded  by  a  famine,   . 
had  laid  wafte  the  redudtions  of  Tape,  when  the 
furviving  Neophytes  received  intelligence,  that  the 
Mamelus  were  making  a  powerful  arnlanlent  to 

Kay  them  a  fecond  vifit.  As  the  redudtion  of  Jefus- 
4aria  lay  the  moft  expofed  to  their  fury,  father 
Romero  applied  to  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata  for  leave  to  throw  up  fome  retrenchments 
about  it ;  and,  having  obtained  his  confent,  imme- 
diately repaired  there  to  haflen  the  works.  But 
the  Manielus  appeared  before  they  could  be  com- 
pleated,  followed  by  fifteen  hundred  Tupis  and 
(everal  other  Indians.  Such  of  the  Neophytes  as 
were  not  aftually  employed  in  the  military  works, 
were  abroad  huntmg,  or  cultivating  their  lands,  afl 
to  four  hundred,  who  remained  in  the  town  ;  and 
ieveral  of  thefe  were  not  in  a  condition  to  make  any 
great  refiflance. 

Wh  a  t  refiftance  they  made,  however,  was  much 
more  vigorous  than  could  be  well  expefted.  But 
no  one  behaved  better  on  the  occafion,  than  a  woman 
who  had  put  on  man's  clothes  for  the  purpole.  Hav- 
ing fpied  a  Mamelus,  who  alone  made  a  greater 
flaughter  than  all  the  reft  put  together,  (he  immedi- 
ately made  up  to  him,  and  laid  him  dead  at  her  feet. 
Two  lay  brotner  jefuits  fignalized  themfelves  on  this 
occafion,'  and  were  dangerou**'  wounded;  as  was 
father  Mola,  in  performing  rie  perilous  funftions 
of  his  miniflry.  At  length ,  the  Mamelus  having 
ftt  fire  to  the  church,  whek.   1  thofe  who  could  not 

*^  fight 
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fight  had  ihut  themfelves  up,  there  was  a  neceffity 
for  capitulating.  The  conditions  were  pretty  fa^ 
vourable,  but  they  were  ibon  broke.  Part  of  tbofe 
who  had  fought,  were  butchered  in  cold  blood,  and 
the  reft  thrown  into  chains.  Thde  -  banditti  after- 
wards fet  fire  to  the  houfes ;  and,  carrying  off  even 
feveral  of  tbofe  whom  their  paftors  had  ranfemedy 
fpread  themfelves  over  the  coiMitry  and  xnade  a 
:eat  many  prifoners  there -^  fo  that  fcarceone- 
)urth  of  the  inhabitants  eicaped  their  fury.  We 
are  tddy  that  moil  of  the  captives,  even  the  chil- 
dren^  did  great  honour  to  the  chriftian  faith  duripg 
their  captivity,  though  (bme.apoitafied^  and  bcr- 
came,  in  proceis.of  time,  as  it  .ufually  happens,  the 
mod  dai^perous  enemies  to  die  rehgioa  th^  had 
fisriakeo. 

Upon  this,  the  redufikiom  of  St.  Chriftopher^ 
but  two  leagues  from  that  of  Jefus^Maria,  was 
immediately  evacuated,  wd  the  inhabicaots  cob- 
du£ted  to  St.  Anne,  where  the  rai^^inusof  Jefus«- 
Maria  had  been  alr^y  transfbrred.  S^  tnougjh 
the  paftor  of  Jefus^aria  had  by  this  affembled  ji 
Exxly  of  Sxteea  hundred  men,  it  was  judged  proper 
to  remove  flill  ftu'ther^  to  the  Nativity,  at  the  omer 
iide  of  the  Iguai,  jaot  only  thofe,  who  had  taken 
fhelter  at  St.  Anne,  but  likewife  the  lohabitantB 
themfelves.  This  tranimigratioQ,  however^  was 
performed  with  great  order.  Detachme&ts  wej^ 
po£ted  at  all  the  fords  of  the  river,  ^asuccgt  oneiy 
which  was  left  naked  in  order  to  draw  the  Manxe- 
lusintoan  ambufcade  in  the  woodfi^  with  whicb 
its  banks  aire  covered.  The  necoffity  of  tbefe  fi<h 
cautions  ibon  became  evident.  It  vmfi  not  long  be*- 
£ove  a  large  body  oE  Mamelus  croiled  the  i^iver  bf 
the  ford  which  had  been  left  imcovesed.  Butth@^ 
ibon  fell  into  the  arribt:||ca^  wluchhad  beealaid  for 
them,  and  were  all  cut  ^  pieces* 
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Bu  T  thefe  prudent  mealures  did  not  hinder  the 
alarm  from  encreafing.  It  was  even  ftrongly  re- 
ported, that  the  enemy  were  marching  towards  the 
Uruguay ;  and  that  fome  of  their  detachments  had 
already  murdered  feveral  jefiiits.  Upon  this, 
therefore,  orders  were  given  to  fet  fire  vo  the  re-» 
duiftions  of  that  province,  and  they  had  already 
begun  to  be  executed,  when  the  provincial  of  the 
jefuits,  having  fortiinatdy  heard  oiFthem,  gave  di- 
fe6tions  to  fx'oceed  no  further,  till  he  could  examine 
matters  on  the  fpot ;  and  he  immediately  fet  out 
for  that  purp(rfe.  He  met,  in  his  way,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  redudfcions,  that  had  been  already  eva- 
cuated, and,  Imvilig  diftributed  them  ^iiongthe 
neareft  towns,  polled  to  the  Afiumpdcxi  to  require 
afliftance  of  the  governor  of  Paraguay. 

He  reprefented  to  the  governor,  that,  if  he  once 
Rifief  ed  all  the  chriftian  colonies  to  be  deftroyed,  it 
Would  no  hr^gj&r  be  poffible  to  fecure  a  great  num^ 
ber  of  Spaniih  fettlements  from  the  Mamelua.  To 
this  Don  Kfertin  de  Ledefina  made  no  othor  anfwer, 
than  diat  he  would  have  done  much  better  to 
ftrengthen  the  dd  redudtions  than  form  new  ones. 
Father  Boroa  replied,  that,  by  abandoning  the 
province  of  Tftpe,  bdA  all  the  courfe  of  the  Uru- 
guay, the  province  of  Parana,  and  even  that  of  Pa- 
t^tgasijy  would  have  been  laid  open  to  the  ^erc^^ 
who'could  then  widi  impunity  ravage  all  the  couih 
tiy  to  die  very  gates  ot  the  Aflumpdon,  like  the 
Chiriguanes,  the  Calchaqui^,  and  feveral  ^ther  bar- 
barous  nations  idf  Tucuxnan.  As  Doii  N&rtiii  had 
formerly  bfjf^  ^vemor  of  Tucunuu,  he  muil: 
hai^  feen  tlkfc^jEpr^  of  tlus  sufgument  mudi  |>eiter 
tilan  saiy  oile  elfe ;  nbtmdmnding  whidi,  he 
tfajsi;$|it  pffc^fernot  to  yield  to^t 

Tif£  H»io)?tfae  governor  of  Rio  de^^  v9bo 

hsd'thbtoasmSBA  %f  tbs  tfo^  of  Buenoe  Ayres, 
aui  emi  of  de  capital  i(^^  Ihoiild  have  taken 
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more  intereft  in  the  prefer^tion  of  the  churched  6n 
the  Uruguay ;  and  yet  he  proved  equally  deaf  to 
the  provinciars  entreaties*  This  father  then  ad- 
dreii'ed  himfelf  to  the  inhabitants  of  Corrientes ;  but 
all  to  no  purpofe.  However,  he  ftill  refolved  not  to 
abandon  the  redii6lions  that  were  moft  expofed  to 
danger ;  and,  therefore,  aflembled  all  the  Neophytes 
that  had  not  as  yet  any  fixed  habitations  ;  fent  to 
the  neareft  reductions  for  good  efcorts;  croffed  the 
Iguai,  where  he  ftill  encreafed  his  numbers ;  and, 
having  thus  formed  a  pretty  numerous  army,  ad- 
vanced to  the  demolifhed  reductions,  thinking  he 
might  ftill  find  the  enemy  there,  and  refcue  thofe 
they  had  made  prifoners.  But  the  Mahielus,  hav- 
ing received  early  notice  of  his  defign,  had  taken 
care  to  defes^t  it  by  a  timely  retreat. 

The  provincial,  therefore,  could  now  do  no  more 
than  bury  the  dead  bodies,  which  ftill  lay  expofed 
to  the  beafts  and  birds  of  prey,  in  every  place  where 
any  refiftance  had  been  made.  Afterwards,  find- 
ing that  nothing  was  to  be  expedted  from  the  .Spa- 
niards, unlefs  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  inter- 
pofed,  he  wrote  to  that  tribunal  to  inform  it  of  every 
thing  that  had  happened,  and  of  the  melancholy  fitu- 
ation  of  the  new  chriftians  of  Paraguay.  He  fent 
his  letters  by  a  ihip .  lx)und  to  Portugal ;  and  he 
thought  he  had  given  them  into  very  fure  hands  ; 
but  they  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  two  hundred 
leagues  from  Lift)on.  Thofe,  however,  who  had 
given  orders  for  fo  doing,  reaped  no  benefit  by  it ; 
for  the  packet  was  foiind,  fome  time  after,  in  that 
port^  and  parried  to  his  catholic  majefty. 

The  year  following,  thejefuits  ofPa- 
^737-  ragua^y  deputed  father  Diaz  Tano  to 
Rome,  and  father  de  Monuyo  to  Madrid,  Their 
bufmefs  was  to  folicit  the  royal ;  council  of; the 
Indies  for  powerful  afliftanqe  .againft  the  Ma- 
mdus5   ^nd,  acquaint  it  ;with  th?ob(tacles  dmt 
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hindered  the  progrefs  of  the  goipel  in  Paraguay  ; 
that  of  the  former  was  to  give  the  general  of  the 
company  an  account  of  their  affairs  in  that  pro^ 
yince,  and  obtain  of  him^  a  reinforcement  of  miP- 
fionaries.  The  bifhop  of  Tucuman  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  oppportunity  to  write  to  his  catholick  ma- 
jefty  the  following  letter* 

SIRE, 

"  Your  majefty  has  often  given  orders  to  my 
predeceffors  to  let  you  know  how  far  the  diocefe 
of  Tucuman  may  ftand  in  need  of  religious  to 
preach  the  gofpel  to  the  natives,  that  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies  may  be  the  better  able  to  fup- 
ply  its  wants.  As,  therefore,  within  thefe  three 
years  that  I  have  had  the  fpiritual  governnient  of 
it,  I  have  carefully  vifited  almoft  every  part  of  it, 
I  (hall  lay  before  your  majefty  an  account  of  its 
prefent  ftate. 

This  province.  Sire,  is  more  than  four  hun^ 
dred  leagues  in  extent ;  contains  eight  Spanifli,  and 
a  great  number  of  Indian  towns,  ofwhich  the  moft 
inconfiderable  contains  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
thoufand  fouls.  All  the  inhabitants  have  been  bap- 
tized, but  moft  of  them  have  renounced  or  forgot 
fhc  faith,  through  natural  levity  or  want  of  inftruc- 
tion.  Of  thefe  the  jefuits  had  converted  upwards 
of  fifty  thoufand,  but  were  obliged  to  abandon  them 
on  account  of  the  bad  behaviour  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  in  a  hoftile  manner  entered  the  province  of  Cha- 
CO,  whofe  inhabitants  are,  in  general,  very  docile,  live 
together  in  towns,  and  do  not  go  naked  like  other 
Indians.  There  are  eight  of  thefe  towns,  whofe 
inhabitants  are  chriftians ;  but  they  have  no  paftor ; 
and  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  them  any,  fince, 
even  iiuhe  Spanifli  towns,  there  is  fcarce  a  prieft  ca- 
pable ot  performing  the  parpchial  funftions.  When 
I  can,  I  fend  fome  eccleiiafticks  there  twice  a  year 

Vol.  I.  C  c  to 
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to  vifit  them  ;  for  it  is  not  always  I  can  do  that- 
Thus  have  I  the  mortification  of  feeing  perifh,  for 
want  of  affiftance,  a  great  many  fouls,  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  committed  to  my  care^ 
aftd  under  the  protefticni  erf  your  majefty. 

Iii  the  Indian  towns  gpverned  by  fecular  priefts, 
there  are  many  things  that  want  to  be  reformed. 
Thefe  priefts  know  nothing ;  .and  are  neither  capa- 
ble of  fulfilling  their  own  obligations,  nor  of  in- 
ftrufting  in  theirs  thofe  committed  to  their  care. 
The  regulars  are  very  few  ;  and  the  religious  of 
gt.  Francis,  in  particular,  are  fcarce  fufficient  to 
ferve  their  churches.  There  are,  therefore,  none 
but  the  fathers  of  the  company  that  can  exonerate 
your  majefly's  confcience.  In  all  their  houfes^ 
there  are  labourers  ready,  both  night  and  day,  to 
do  ev^y  thing  required  of  them.  They  inftruft 
the  children,  vifit  the  fick,  affift  the  dying,  and 
are  particularly  careful  of  tjie  Indians  and  Negroes* 
for  this  reafon  I  have  entreated  their  provincial, 
lately  arrived  with  fome  other  jefuits,  to  hold  an 
affcmbly  of  his  order,  in  the  city  of  Corduba, 
where  I  am  now  on  a  vifitation,  to  fend  fome  evange- 
lical labourers  to  Chaco,  that  the  inhabitants,  who 
have  already  fome  pretty  good  notions  of  the  chris- 
tian religion,  may  by  gentle  means  be  reduced  to 
the  obedience  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  have,  at  the  fame 
timev  conjured  him  to  fpare  fome  preachers  to  the 
moft  unprovided  quarters  of  my  diocefe,  in  or- 
der tp  endeavour  the  reformation  of  the  Spanir 
ar ds,  the  Portuguefe  and  the  Metis,  whofe  diflblutc 
lives  greatly  fcandalize  the  Indians ;  and  to  admi- 
nift^r  the  facrarnents,  which  are  now  fcarce  known 
among  them. 

To  this  he  ^nfwered,  that  his  religious  could 
not  comply  with  my  requeft,  without  ^ppofing 
thcmfelves  to  the  fame  perfecution,  they  have  fuf- 
Fered  for  fome  years  paft,  in  the  province  of  Para*- 
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giiay,  from  tJie  Spaniards,  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Paul  of  Piratiningue,  and  the  Tupis.  In  faft,  the 
Spaniards  are  greatly  prejudiced  againft  them,  be- 
caufe,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  they  maintain 
the  Indians  in  the  pofleffion  of  that  liberty  which 
your  m^efty  has  been  pleafed  to  grant  them.  How- 
ever, as  foon  as  he  faw  I  (poke  to  him  in  your  ma- 
jefty's  name,  and  that  what  I  required  fo  nearly  re- 
garded GFod's  fervice,  he  fent  orders,  in  conformity, 
to  all  the  fathers  of  his  province  ;  and  I  am  fatis- 
fied  they  will  leave  all  their  houfes  empty,  rather 
than  not  c(»nply  with  them.  But,  unhappily,  their 
numbers  are  very  fmall. 

I,  THERE  FORE,  conjurc  your  majcfty  by  the  bowels 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  by  the  ineftimable  value  of  fo 
many  fouls,  whofe  falvation  this  divine  Saviour 
lias  charged  me  to  procure,  and  for  whom  he  died 
on  the  crofs,  to  fend  me  forty  fathers  of  the  com- 
pany, with  Arift  orders  not  to  flop  to  exercife  their 
zeal  any  where  but  in  the  diocefe  of  Tucuman  ; 
fcM",  I  do  not  believe  ^here  is,  in  iaii  Ae  world,  one 
mor^  deftitute  of  Spiritual  affiftance.  1  may  even 
fafely  aflure  your  majefly,  that,  if  my  whole  reve- 
nue, which  does  not  exceed  four  thoufand  crowns, 
was  not  already  irrevocaWy  appr<^riated,  I  would 
fend  for  thefe  religious  at  my  own  expence.  But 
i  flatter  myfelf  I  have  difcharged  my  duty  by  laying 
before  your  majefty,  the  fovereign  ot  thefe  pro- 
vinces, and  the  patron  of  their  churches,  the  me- 
lancholy fituation  of  mine  in  particular,  and  the 
remedies  that  may  be  applied  to  it.  God  keep 
and  preferve  your  royal  perfon  for  the  defence  of  re- 
ligion. At  Corduba  of  Tucuman,  the  eighteenth 
day  of  Odkober,  1637." 

The  letter  of  Don  Pedro  Eftevan  d'Avila, 
which  he  gave  with  his  own  hands  to  the  depu- 
ties, when  going  to  embark  at  Buenos  Ayres,  con- 
tains the  following  particulars,  ^^  I  had  been  in- 
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formed  of  the  difbrders  committed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Paul  of  Brazil,  in  the  reductions  or 
miilions,  which  the  fathers  of  the  company  of  Jefus 
have  eftablifhedy  within  thisjurifdidtion,  on  the  Lfru- 
guay,  and  in  Tape  ;  and,  at  my  arrival  at  Rio  Ja- 
neyro,  I  found  thai  I  had  heard  nothing  but  what 
was  exadly  true ;  for  I  (aw  expofed  to  fele,  in  that 
port,  fome  Indians,  whom  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul 
brought  there  as  publickly  as  if  they  had  been  made 
flaves  with  your  majefty's  conient.  I  afterwards  re- 
ceived the  mofl  convincing  proofs,  that,  from  the 
Year  1628  to  1630,  the  fame  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul 
had  carried  off  hxty  thoufand  ibuls  from  the  reduc- 
tions of  this  province  and  thofe  of  Paraguay,  where  • 
they  exercifed  the  greateft  cruelties,  behaving  in  a 
manner  that  one  would  (carce  think  polfible  for 
men,  who  called  themfelves  chriilians  and  ca*- 
tholicks. 

Being  defirous  of  putting  a  ftop  to  thefe  enor- 
mities, I  wrote  to  Dq^  Martin  de  Sa,  at  that  time 
gpvernor  of  this  province,  to  induce  him  to  do, 
what  I  now  befeech  your  majefty  to  diredt.  I  like- 
wife  fend  your  majefty  his  anfwer  to  my  letter.  I 
hope  from  your  majefly's  piety  and  juftice,  that 
you  will  put  a  flop  to  this  fcandal,'  by  giving  the 
moft  exprefs  orders  to  hinder  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
PaulYrom  entering  thefe  provinces,  through  which 
they  would  foon  find  out  a  paflage  to  Peru,  as  fa- 
ther Anthony  Ruiz,  of  the  company  of  Jefus,  now 
on  his  departure  for  Spain  on  affairs  of  the  laft  im- 
portance to  church  and  ftate,  can  more  amply  in* 
form  your  majefty.'* 


£nd  of  the  Sixth  Book. 
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7fe  new  cbriftiam  of  the  reduaions  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  the  Uruguay^  after  making  bead^  with  va- 
rious JuccefSy  againfl  the  Mamelus^  are  removed  by 
their  paftors  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Parana ;  are 
allowed  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  \  entirely  defeat^  un^ 
der  the  conmand  of  the  governor  of  Paraguay^  a 
large  body  of  the  Mamelus.  Lake  with  floating 
Iflands.  Renegadoes  and  outlaws^  who  had  taken 
jhelter  in  them^  defeated  by  the  new  chrtflians.  The 
Pope  excommunicates  the  Mamelus  and  their  abet* 
tors.  Ferment  occafioned  thereby  in  Brazil.  Duke 
of  Bra^anca  afcends  the  throne  of  Portugal.  New 
regulations  of  the  court  of  Madrid  in  favour  of  the 
Indians  of  Par^uay^  particularly  the  cbriftian  In- 
dians carried  off  by  the  Mamelus.  Attempt  to  croi- 
Uze  and  coreuert  two  Indian  nations  called  Mataranes 
and  Abipones.  Their  manners  and  cuftoms.  Pro^ 
grefs  ofthegofpel  in  Paraguay  checked  by  an  ediil  of 
the  court  of  Madrid^  forbidding  any  but  the  natu- 
ral born  fubjeils  of  Spain  to  pafs  over  as  miffion^ 
aries  into  Par^uoj/.  Engc^ements  by  water  and 
land  between  the  Mamelus  and  the  new  cbriftians^ 
in  which  the  former  are  entirely  defeated.  Don 
Bernardin  de  Cardenas  named  hifbop  of  the  Affumpti- 
on  \  abufes  bis  fpiritual  power^  and  encroaches  on  the 
civily  to  the  fubverjion  of  all  order  in  church  and 
ftate ;  b^ns  to  inveigh  againfi  the  jefuits.  Leaves 
the  AJfumptipn^  but  returns  egain^  in  order  to  drive 
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thejefuits  out  of  it ;  being  dif  appointed  in  the  at" 
tempt y  entrenches  bimfelfin  the  francifcan  convent ; 
is  declared  by  his  clergy  an  intruder  into  the  diocefe ; 
and  leaves  the  capital ;  adjudged^  on  bis  own  amfef- 
fion^  an  intruder  by  the  fee  of  Rome. 

THE  evil  complained  of  in  the  letter  from  the 
bifhop  of  Tucuman,  with  which  we  have 
finiflied  our  laft  boeik,  wap  ftill  more  preffing  than 
his  lor^ftip  iniagined  it.  But,  however  impa- 
tient the  two  deputies  were  to  gi^t  to  Europe, 
they  were  delayed  rtiore  than  fix  months  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  probably  for  want  of  a  (hip  to  purfiie 
their  voyage.  They  exerted  themfdves,  in  the 
mean  time^  to  convince  tht  Pottugueze,  how  un- 
?yprthy  of  men  of  honour '  the  flave  trade  was 
which  they  carried  on  with  the  Mamelus ;  and  con- 
ju^d  thfem  to  refledt  ferioiafly  on  the  rigorous  ac- 
count, xo  which  thfey  miift  (bbner  or  later  be  called 
fer  it  byjGod,  ftnd  his  catholick  majefty  their  fove- 
reign^  Father  de  Montoya  even  (poke  more  than 
once  firorti  the  pulpit  to  the  feni^  purpofe,  and 
his  r<^nonftrances  were  not  ultogesther  fruitJefe. 
Several  petfons  fet  at  liberty  the  redudtioQ  In- 
dians they  had  bou^t  froin  the  Mamelus ;  and 
rfie  tn(igiftr^tfe&  ftri^ly  forbid  theni  to  buy  any  for 
the  future. 

,  We  (hall  now  loave  the  deputies  fiw  a  time  to 
cQqtinue  their  voyage ^  and  return  to  the  redudioiis, 
which  ytr^re  likely  td  be  no  fmalliofers  by  the  afafebce 
9f  Father  de  Montoya^  ^;vfeo  had.  governed  d«ra  for 
fittBj^  tnne  paft  ;  it  being  no  cAfy  hMtttser  taitild  a 
pferfen  equally  quali$ed  for  ii^  arduoas  a  talk,  e^e- 
S^f  in  the  jtre&ait  perilous  circundtOTces.  Hqw- 
^ver^  ithe  choice,  whitfethepirovTncial  naade  of^fether 
W^o  AUero  to  itrcceed  him  mqtwirii  unii^fal 
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applaufe.  This  miffionary  was  equaOy  confpi- 
cuous  for  his  refblution  and  good  fenfe  ;  and 
ftill  of  ah  age  equal  to  the  greateft  fatigues.  Nor 
was  it  long- before  he  had  opportunities  of  juftifying 
the  favourable  opinion  the.  world  entertained  of 
him ;  the  Mamelus  being  by  this  more  enraged  than 
ever  againft  the  new  chriftians  of  Tape,  where  there 
now  remained  but  the  redudtions  of  St.  Joachini, 
St.  Therefa,  and  St.  Anne.  For,  there  appearing 
no  probability  of  being  able  to  fupport  the  firft 
of  thefe  redu^ions  againft  an  enemy,  whofe  fury 
only  encreafed  in  prcyortion  to  the  rcfiftance  and 
even  the  fuccefles  of  the  new  chriftians  againft 
them,  it  was  refolved  to  remove  it  nearer  to  the 
Uruguay. 

But  the  miffionaries  found  it  a  much  harder 
matter,  than  they  at  firft  thought  it  would  be,  to 
itiake  the  Neophytes  coofent  to  this  tranfmigradssL 
They  reprefented,  that  the  country,  to  whiph  tiefe 
fathers  propoied  to  condudt  them,  was  htde  hs& 
expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  enemy  than  their  own:; 
and  no  arguments  were  found  fufficient  to  convince 
them  of  their  miftake.  They  even  cajmed' their 
ttifcontent  to  fome  diiagreeable  lengths.  Stvdt^ 
fled  ;  and  fome  forgot  themfehrcs  fo  fai!>  afcr  to 
confpire  againft  the  lives  of  their  paftar&  ^  :Tbe 
greateft  nimiber  fo  obftinately  pcrfifted  in.  thrir  un^ 
wifllingne&  to  remove,  that,  to  oblige  them  to  if, 
it  was  at  laft  found  abfidutelyloeceuary  to  .&t  ftrt 
to  the  town.  But,  even  then,  numbers*  of  tlipti 
difperfed  feveral  ways.  One  >  of  the  rm&doane^ 
was  obliged  to  follow  a 'great  number  tow^ds^the 
Ci^s  or  Qtapuguasj  whilft  two  others  conducted 
the  reft  to  St.  Therefe. 

The  miffionaries  did  not  intend  to  leave  their 
Neof*iytes  at  St.  Therefa  ;  they  had  even  trecai 
out,  pretty  near  that  reduftibn,  the  plan  of  .another 
for  thefe  poor  fugitives,  of  whom.they  had,  by  thi% 
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collefted  fix  hundred  families.  But  a  new  alarm 
made  it  prudent  to  condudl  them  ftill  further. 
Some  time  after,  St.  Therefa  was  furprized,  and  all 
its  inhabitants  carried  off.  Their  pallors  offered 
to  ranfbm  them,  but  the  Mamelus  aiked  a  great 
deal  more,  than  it  was  in  their  power  to  give. 
This  happened  a  few  days  before  Chriftmas ;  yet, 
on  Chriftraas-day  thcfe  banditti  came  to  the  church, 
every  man  with  a  taper  in  his  hand,  in  order  to 
hear  the  three  maffes  of  one  of  the  fathers,  who, 
the  minute  he  had  finiftied  them,  gyt  into  the  pul- 
pit, and  reproached  them,  in  the  bittereft  terms, 
with  their  injuftice  and  cruelty.  But  they  could  not 
have  liftened  to  him  with  more  calmnefe,  if  what 
he  faid  did  not  any  way  concern  them.  When  he 
had  done,  however,  they  granted  him  the  liberty 
of  two  children,  who  ferved  at  the  altar.  -At 
Jei^th,  the  two  fathers,  finding  it  impoffible  to  ob- 
tain any  more  prifoners  from  diem,  buried  all  the 
iacred  veffels  and  altar  ornaments  they  could  not 
take  away  with  them,  and  fet  out  for  the  .Uru- 
guay.   . 

Oii  their  way,  they  met  with  feveral  Neophytes 
wandering  in  the  forefts ;  and  one  of  them  con- 
dudked  thefe  poor  fcattcred  remains  to  the  reduc- 
tions on  the  Parana,  where  they  were  received  with 
open  arms.  Some  time  after  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Anne,  having  received  timely  notice  of  the 
approach  of  die  Mamelus,  difperfed  to  avoid  fall- 
ing into  their  hand^.;  and  moft  of  them  being  hut 
profelytes,  they  foon  took  a  new  liking  to  the  va- 
gabond way  of  life,,  in  which  they  had  been 
brought  up.  Several.  ev«a  lufFered  thenifelves  to 
be  periuaded,  that  the  miffionaries  had  aifembled 
them  merely  tq  deliver  them  up  to  the  Mamelus, 
who,  themfelves,  every  where  propagated  this  ca- 
lumny ;  and,  ia  a  ftiort  time,  all  the  new  chriftians 
gave  fuch  credit  to  it,  that  the  pallors  were  in  con- 
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ftaat  danger  of  being  murdered  by  them.  They 
infulted  fether  Alfero  feveral  times ;  and  one  day 
carried  off  his  chapel,  and  profaned  the  facred  vef- 
fels  in  his  prefence.  In  (hort,  they  fuddenly  de- 
ferted  fo  many  reductions,  that  it  was  thought  re- 
quifite  to  remove  the  inhabitants  of  the  reft  towards 
the  Parana,  where  the  ftorm,  however,  ibon  follow- 
ed them.  The  alarm  even  gained  the  Itatines,  now 
united  into  reduftions,  though  in  a  place  where 
there  was  no  probability  that  the  Mamelus  would 
ever  come  to  attack  them. 

g  The  Mamelus  foon  after  fell  upon  the 

1 7 3  '39'  province  of  Uruguay ;  and,  fo  early  as  the 
monthof  January  1638,  the  redudtionsof  St.  Charles 
and  the  Apoftles  had  been  abandoned  by  their  in- 
habitants, though  well  able  to  defend  themfelves, 
;as  were,  likewife,  thofe  of  fome  other  reductions  in 
the  neighbourhood,  had  they  but  joined  for  that 
purpofe.  But  fuch  a  confternation  had  feized  them, 
that  they  no  longer  liftened  to  the  voice  of  their 
paftprs.  There  happened,  however,  one  pretty 
Ihiart  Ikirmifti,  in  which  thirteen  hundred  chris- 
tians, who  ventured  to  make  head  againft  the  Ma- 
mielils,  had  at  firft  fome  advantage  i  but,  a  fudden 
panick  having  feized  them,  they  retreated  to  their 
reduction  and  fet  fire  to  it,  though  the  enemy  had 
not  purlucd  them.  Some  days  after,  however, 
on  receiving  a  reinforcement,  they  marched  back 
to  the  place  where  they  had  left  ths  Mamelus,  who 
after  retreating  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Indians 
had  fled,  were  likewife  returned-  to  it.  Upon  this, 
a  new  battle  enfued,  and  the  chriftians  obtained  a 
compleat  viftory;  but,  unhappily,  they  knew  uot 
how  to  improve  it.  They  even  permitted  thenni- 
felVea  to  be  fo  far  thrown  off  tteir  guard  by  this 
Jittle  fuccefs,  that  they  fell  into  an  ambufcade^ 
where,  however,  very  few  of  them  perifhed.  They 
jnight  have  »(ily  cut  to  pieces  thofe  whp  had 
r  drawn 
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drawn  them  into  it,  had  it  been  in  the  power  oi 
their  leaders  to  bring  thenfi  back  to  the  charge. 
But,  [o  far  from  being  even  able  to  rally  them,  they 
could  not  flop  them  till  they  had  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Piratiny. 

SoMB  time  after  this,  on  a  report  that  the  Ma- 
melus  were  marching  back  to  Brazil,  feveral  Neo- 
phytes returned  to  their  redudions ;  but  the  Ma- 
melus  s^peared  again,  before  they  were  well  fettled 
in  them.  However,  they  waited  for  thefe  banditti 
with  great  bravery ;  and,  after  a  pretty  finart  Ikir- 
mifh,  both  parties  feparated  without  any  lofs  on 
cither  fide.  .  The  Mamelus  now  finding,  that  open 
•force  was  no  tenger  likely  to  fucceed  with  them, 
had  recourfe  to  ftratagem ;  but  they  got  nothing 
.by  it.  Soon  after,  both  parties  came  to  blows 
again ;  but  the  Neophytes,  betrayed  by  one  of  their 
leaders,  were  obliged  to  take  to  their  heels ;  and 
never  lodced  behind  them,  till  they  got  to  the  oth«: 
fide  of  the  Uruguay.  This  defeat  was  followed  by 
the  ruin  of  the  reduftion  of  St.  Nicholas,  and?  the 
evacuation  of  all  the  country  between  the  Uruguay 
and  the  Piratiny.  .    - 

The  miffionaries  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  this 
event  to  convince  all  the  new  chriftians  that  iiill  re- 
mained in  that  province,  afid  thofe  in  the 'neigh- 
bourhood-of  the  Parana,  how  neceffary  it  waiS  to 
^xert  themfelves  to  prevent  their  total  ruift,  that 
^ey  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  raife  aft  army, 
^which,  fr^m  the  banks  of  the  Uruguay,  where  it 
.had  been  forrfted,  advanced  to  the  Piratmy .  Father 
Alfero,  who-  accompanied  it,- having  here  received 
advice,  that  the  Mamekfe  were  in  full  march  to^ 
^ards  Brazil,  the  Indian  army  immediately  ^ 
^iat  again  in  purfuit  of  them  ^  and,  having  at  laft 
overtScen  them,  Ikirmiflied  with  them  feveral  da:yB 
"tc^ther;  before  either  fide  could  boaft  of  any  d*- 
icifive  advantage  over  the  other.    At  bft,  fi&mn 

hundred 
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hundred  men,  with  which  one  of  the  miflionaries 
had  re-inforced  the  chriftians,  gave  them  fuch  a  fu- 
periority,  that  the  Mamelus  were  obliged  to  in- 
trench themfelves,  to  avoid  being  all  cut  to  pieces. 
The  Neophytes,  upon  this,  unable  to  force  the  in- 
trenchmeiit,  blocked  them  up,  and  by  that  means 
reduced  the  enemy  to  fuch  ejctremities,  that  they 
had  ilQ  other  choice  left  but  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion,  or  make  a  defperate  pulh  to  open  them* 
felves  a  way  through  the  befiegers. 

Th£  new  chriftians,  perhaps,  would  have  yielded 
to  fo  fudden  and  Unexpeded  an  attack,  were  it  ndt 
for  the  timely  arrival  of  another  reinforcement^ 
though  it  confiftcd  of  no  more  than  eleven  Spaniards, 
whom  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  had  fent  to 
examine  into  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  this  province, 
and  who,  after  a  march  of  two  hundred  leagues^ 
found  themfelves,  as>  it  were,  by  mere  accident, 
widiin  fight  of  the  intrenchmpnt,  juft  as  the  N^> 
phytes  began  to  lofe  ground  and  difperfe.  But 
^  jfoonas  they  fpied  the  Spaniards, they  todc  heart 
again  ;  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  rallied  by 
their  commander,  and  led  back  to  the  charge. 
The  Mamelus,  upon  this,  irnagining  the  reinforce* 
ment  ftronger  than  it  really  was,  called  out  for 
quistrters,  and  accepted  it  on  whatever  terms  tho 
chriftians  were  plcafed  tp  require.  Father  Alfaro 
advanced  to  (peak  to  them ;  and  began  by  declaring 
them  excommunicated,  according  to  the  orders  he 
had  received  for  that  purpofe  from  the  bi(htq>  of 
Buenos  Ayrcs.  He  then  required  of  them  an  oa*h, 
that  for  the  future  they  would  never  commit  a;ny 
hofl:yity  againft  the  dinftian  redudtions  ;.  and  they 
inunediately  t:ortq>Hed.  The  miffionary,  how?* 
ever,  fully  convinced,  that  the  anajthemas  of  the 
church  yiaod  their  own  imprecations  were  too  weaA^ 
^  reftraint  upon  fuch  abarfdoned  wretches^  was  i^ 
tf^ng  more  efie£kual  precautions  againft  them:; 
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and  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  make  the  officer; 
who  commanded  the  Spaniards,  fenfible  of  the  ne^ 
ceflity  there  was  for  doing  fo ;  but  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  he  was  not  to  be  perfiiaded ;  fo  that  the  Ma- 
melus  were  permitted  to  e(cape,  without  giving 
any  further  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour. 

The  confequences  of  this  imprudent  ftep  were 
much  worfe,  perhaps,  than  the  fuperior  of  the 
miffion  imagined.  New  gangs  of  the  Mame- 
lus  crofTed  the  Igai ;  and  the  chriftians  were  on 
the  point  of  feeing  themfelves  again  expoied  to  all 
the  horrors,  with  which  they  had  already  been  fur- 
rounded,  if  father  de  Boroa  had  not  had  influence 
enough  over  them,  to  prevail  on  them  to  form  a 
new  army,  which  fbon  made  all  the  parties  of  the 
enemy  difappear.  But  tl^s  di^race  could  •  neither 
cure  them  of  their  intention  to  return  with  frefli 
forces,  nor  of  the  hopes  of  being  more  fuccefsfol 
another  time  ;  and,  at  Jaft,  the  miffionaries  per- 
ceived, that  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence 
to  leave  the  Neophytes  any  longer  in  a  country, 
every  minute  liable  tq  become  the  theatre  of  a  war, 
by  which,  however  fuccefsfiil,  they  could  be  no 
gainers ;  and  which,  confidering  the  difparity  of 
their  arms,  could  not  be  es^dted  to  terminate, 
otherwife  than  in  the  utter  rum  of  a  church  which 
it  had  coil  them  fo  much  to  form.  The  provincial, 
therefore,  concluded,  that  no  time  (hould  be  loft 
in  conducting  all  the  Neophytes,  that  could  be  ga- 
thered together,  to  places,  where  they  mi^t  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  iuch  implacable  enemies. 

The  chief  difficulty,  that  attended  this  tranf- 
migration,  was  that  of  making  the  Neophytes  con- 
fent  to  it ;  moft  of  them  having  declared,  that  they 
would  rather  run  all  the  rilks,  to  which  their  conti- 
nuing where  they  were  might  expofe  them,  than 
roam  into  a  diftant  country,  in  queft  of  what  others 
might  call  an  afylum,  but  which  they  (hould  always 
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confideras  aplace  of  banifliment.  It,  therefore,  coft 
no  fmall  time,  refolution  and  addrefs,  to  bring  them 
to  do  that,  on  which,  in  the  main,  they  could  not 
but  be  convinced  their  fafety  depended.  This  done, 
it  was  refolved  tofix  them  between  the  Uruguay  and 
the  Parana,  near  the  place  where  thefe  two  great  ri- 
vers approach  within  about  fifteen  le^ues  of  each 
other,  in  order  to  give  them  two  barriers  eafy  to  de- 
fend, and  an  opportunity  of  being  more  readily  fuc- 
coured.  This  prqjeft,  however,  met  with  many 
obftacks ;  but,  means  being  found  to  furmount 
them,  it  was  at  laft  executed  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

This  great  multitude  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  formed  into  three  divifions.  Father 
Chriftopher  de  Arenas  was  charged  with  the  firft  5 
and  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do,  with  all  his  cou- 
rage and  induftry,  to  condudt  them  to  the  fpot  a(^ 
ligned  him.  Part  of  them  difbanded  on  the  road, 
and  he  had  much  ado  to  make  them  return.  Seve- 
ral wanted  to  flop  in  places,  that  were  acceilible  only 
to  favages,  and  where,  of  courfe,  they  mufl  ibon 
have  relapfed  into  their  old  way  of  living ;  but  he 
followed  them  every  where,  and  often  expofed  his 
life  to  bring  them  back.  Some  of  them  revolted 
openly,  and  even  employed  fuch  threats,  as  might 
have  difconcerted  a  man  of  lefs  zeal  and  refolution. 
At  length,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  them 
crofs  the  Parana,  where  he  had  orders  to  diflribute 
them  amoi^  the  reductions  of  that  province,  till 
they  could  buikl  towns  for  themfelves.  It  was  at 
the  pafT^e  of  this  river  tha;  the  fpirit  of  mutiny 
chiefly  manifefled  itfelf,  as  they  all  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  the  &ther  was  going  to  deliver  them  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  leaders  of  thefecond  divifion  had  flill  more 
to  fuSer,  though  a  great  deal  lefs  than  thofe  of  the 
thirds  not  to  lofe  more  of  their  flock,  than  even  the 
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Maroelus  had  carried  off  from  them.  The  perfbn> 
who  fpared  himfelf  lead  upon  thia  occaiion,  waa 
the  provincial ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  important 
enterprise  was  due  chiefly  to  his  courage,  his 
prudence,  and  his  unalterable  meekne(s.  Twelve 
thoufand  Indians,  exclufive  of  women  and  children, 
were  thus  happily  collected  together,  in  places 
where  it  was  not  poflible  to  furprize  them  ;  and 
from  which  they  could  eafily  return  to  their  anci- 
ent habitations,  as  foon  as  they  ftiould  find  them- 
^Ives  in  a  condition  to  maintain  their  ground  there, 
which  foon  after  happened  to  be  the  cafe.  jSome 
miflionaries  were  then  detached  in ,  queft  of  tbofe 
who  had;feparated  from  the  main  body,  in  order  to 
bring  them  back  to  the  fold ;  and  they  not  only 
iucceeded  in  their  errand,  but  had  the  confolation 
of  gaining  over  to  Jefus  Chrift  feveral  infidels, 
who  could  not  help  being  charmed  with  their  cha- 
j-ity  and  paftoral  folicitude.  No  time  was  loft  in 
building  huts  to  lodge  this  great  multitude ;  and 
in  putting  them  in  a  condition  to  provide  by  labour 
for  all  their  other  wants. 

But  it  was  not  enough  to  fecure  thefe  new  chriP 
tians  againft  a  furprize.  Their  chiefs  reprefented 
to  the  provincial,  that,  as  long  as  they  could  not 
engage  the  Mamelus  with  equal  arms,  it  was  im- 
polfible  they  (hould  not  become  a  prey  to  them 
m  the  end,  in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions  that 
could  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  Of  diis  father  Boroa 
and  all  the  miffionaries  were  equally  convinced. 
But  it  was  confidered,  in  Spain,  as, a  maxim. of 
ftate,  not  to  introduce  the  ufe  of  fire  arms  omomg 
the  Indians ;  and  no  precaution,  it  muft  be  allowed, 
could  be  wifer  in  regard  to  the  Indians  given  in 
command,  and  who  lived  intermixed  wirii  the 
Spaniards.  Thefe  it  imiported  greatly  to  keep 
Hnder  (ubj^ftipn*    But  this  wjws  not  the  cafe  with 
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the  Indians  we  are  now  fpeaking  of.  The  fidelity 
of  the  firft,  whofe  fubmiffion  Was  involuntary,  could 
only  be  depended  upon,  in  proportion  to  their  ina- 
bility to  fhake  off  the  yoke ;  whereas,  that  of  the 
fecond  being  voluntary,  and  the  advantages  of  it  to 
th^  very  confpicuous,  they  could  have  no  motive 
to  revolt,  as  long  as  no  attempts  were  made  upon 
their  liberty,  in  the  pofleflibn  of  which  the  fove- 
reign  had  promifed  to  maintain  them. 

Besides,  they  were  the  only  Spanilh  Indians,  on 
whom  the  provinces  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata 
could  depend  for  a  barrier  againft  the  enterprizes  of 
the  Portugueze  and  the  Indians  of  the  frontiers  of 
Brazil,  who  did  not  deftroy  the  towns  of  Xerez, 
Villarica,  and  Ciudad  Real ;  open  themfelves  a  paf- 
f^e  to  Peru,  through  the  North  of  Paraguay ;  and 
take  pofleflion  of  the  rich  gold  mines  oiCucyiaba  and 
of  Monte groffoy  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter ;  till 
they  had  firft  ruined  the  reductions  of  the  province 
of  Guayra.  It  is,  no  doubt,  very  furprizing,  that 
the  Spanifh  governors,  to  whom  the  miffionaries 
made  reiterated  reprefentations  on  that  head^  fliould 
have  paid  fo  little  regard  to  them.  But  they  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  prejudiced  againfl  thefe  mif- 
fionaries by  perlbns,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but 
their  own  private  interefl,  which  they,  befides,  ve- 
ry ill  underflood,  and  to  which  they  facrificed  that 
of  both  church  and  (late,  from  an  unwillingnefs  to 
fee  any  of  the  natives  become  chriftians,  but  (uch  as 
they  could  make  flaves  of. 

On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  the  gover-" 
nors,  even  thofe  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  new 
rfiriftikns  mofl  at  heart,  were  of  opinion,  they 
ou^ht  not  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  meddle  in  ib 
delicate  an  affair,  as  that  of  granting  the  ufe  of  fire 
arms  to  the  new  chriftians.  And  father  de  Bo- 
rpa,  perhaps,  thought  it  dangerous  to  mention  it 
to  them,  left,  his  projeft  coming  to  tran(pire,  fome 
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oppofitions  might  be  made  to  it,  which  it  would  bd 
a  difficult  matter  to  remove.  But  in  the  inftrufti- 
ons,  which  he  gave  father  de  Montoya,  on  that 
miffionary's  fetting  out  for  Madrid,  he  had  ex- 
pre&ly  recommended  that  article  to  him.  Accord- 
ingly, father  dc  Montoya  propofed  it  to  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies ;  and  reprefented  to  that  tribu- 
nal the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  preferving  the  re- 
dudlions,  expofed  as  they  were  to  the  incurfions  of 
the  Portugueze  and  Indian3  of  Brazil,  if  the  Neo- 
phjrtes  were  any  longer  refufed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms. 

He  knew  very  well,  that  it  would  be  objefted,. 
that,  if  thefe  Indians,  on  feeing  themielves  as 
well  armed  as  the  Spaniards,  fliould  take  it  into 
their  heads  to  revolt,  it  would  be  impoflible  to 
reduce  them  ;  feeing  it  was  impoffible  to  con- 
quer them,  when  they  had  no  other  arms  but 
their  arrows  and  their  mancanas.  But  he  ob- 
viated this  objeftion,  by  faying,  that  the  mifli- 
onaries  did  not  intend  to  leave  theie  arms  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Neophytes ;  that  they  were  re- 
folved  Jo  keep  them  themfelves,  with  all  their 
ammunition,  and  never  put  them  into  their  hands^ 
but  when  they  had  good  grounds  to  fear  fbme 
irruption  ;  nor  even  keep  more  in  the  redudlions, 
than  what  were  neceffary  to  avoid  bemg  furprized, 
but  depofit  all  the  reft  at  the  Aflumption.  He 
added,  that,  with  his  majefty's  leaye,  both  arms 
^d  ammunition  Ihould  be  purchaied  with  the  alms 
they  might  receive,  fo  that  their  lordfliips  need  not 
fear  their  cofting  the  royal  treafury  a  fingle  far«^ 
thing  ;  and  that,  to  inftrudt  the  Indians  in  the  ufe 
of  thefe  arms,  fome  lay-brother  jefuits,  who  had 
ferved  in  the  army,  ftiould  be  fent  for  to  the  king- 
dom of  Chili.  .  ^ 

The  king  approved  father  de  Montoya's  rea- 
Ibns,  and  judged  the  precautions,  with  which  he  . 
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iupported  them,  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  piirpofe. 
His  majefty,  therefore,  granted  every  thing  the 
rtiiffionaries  afked ;  and  ordered  his  minifters  to  give 
Suitable  diredlions  to  the  viceroy  and  the  governors 
of  the  province  of  Paraguay.  Several  perfons  have, 
finc6  laboured  very  hard  to  obtain  a  revocation  of 
this  indulgence ;  but  the  catholick  king,  who  fbon 
faw  it  was  the  beft:  ftep  they  could  take,  would  ne- 
ver liften  to  any  propofals  for  altering  the  regulations 
made  on  that  head ;  and  never  have  had  occafion  to 
repent  their  fteadinefs.  In  faft,  not  only  neither 
the  Manlelus  nor  their  allies  have  dared  to  fliew 
their  faces  in  the  chriftian  redudlions,  or  have  been 
able  to  penetrate  with  impunity  into  the  provinces 
where  they  are  fituated ;  but  there  has  arifen  among 
thefe  Neophytes  a  militia,  which,  for  mpfe  than  an 
age  pad,  has  been  the  greateft  refource  of  their  fove- 
reign  in  this  part  of  South  America,  againfl;  both  fo- 
reign and  domeftic  enemies ;  and  which,  notwith- 
ftanding,  it  does  not  coft  him  a  fingle  farthing  to 
pay  or  to  maintain,  as  we  (hall  foon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  demonftrate.  '  But  what  is  ftili  moft  fur- 
prizing  in  thefe  Indian  troops,  the  glory  they  have 
acquired  by  their  victories,  (0  far  frorn  puffing  up 
their  hearts,  and  giving  them  ail  air  of  liberty  and 
independence,  as  might  be  naturally  apprehended, 
has  put  a  flop  to  thofe  mutinies,  which  their  reite- 
rated misfortunes  had  ufed  before  to  cJccafiori ;  fo 
that  their  paftors  have  never  found  them  more  fub- 
miffive  and  docile,  than  fince  they  procured  them 
the  means  of  living  free  frorri  the  apprehenfions  o£ 
feeing  their  peace  diflurbed.  Thofe,  in  a  word, 
whofe  valour  is  the  furefl  palladium  of  the  publick 
fecurity,  are  the  firfl  to  give,  on  every  occafion, 
proofs  of  the  moft  inviolable  loyalty,  and  the  moft 
exemplary  devotion. 

The  miffionaries  could  eafily  forefee  this  happy 
alteration,  from  the  minute  the  Indians  difcovered 
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the  meafures  thefe  fathers  had  taken,  to  put  them 
in  a  condition  of  no  longer  fearing  any  thing  from 
their  enemies.  All  murmuring  immediately  ceafed  i 
and  fome  jefuits  took  advantage  of  this  calm  to 
take  the  field,  and  run  over  the  province  of  Tape, 
and  the  neighbouring  diftrifts,  in  queft  of  thofe, 
who,  at  the  approach  of  the  Mamelus,  had  taken 
Ihelter  there  in  the  woods  and  mountains;  and 
they  had  the  good  fortune  to  pick  up  a  great  num- 
ber of  them,  whom  they  condudled  to  Itapita. 
They,  next,  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  replacing 
of  thofe,  who  had  been  carried  off  into  Brazil,  or 
whom  they  had  loft  by  death  or  defertion  ;  and 
father  Antonio  Palermo,  followed  by  a  company 
of  the  moft  fervent  chriftians,  coafted  the  Parana^ 
by  land,  from  it&  difcharge  into  the  Par^uay  to 
the  place  where  it  receives  the  Monday ;  baptized 
feveral  dying  infants  in  this  long  and  painful  courfe ; 
and  returned  to  his  church  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  profelytes. 

However,  the  indulgence,  with  which  the  Ma- 
melus had  been  treated  the  preceding  year,  and 
which  had  prevented  their  entire  defeat,  proved  a 
great  obftacle  to  the  entire  re-union  of  the  Neo- 
phytes, who  had  difperfed  through  fear  of  feeing 
the  war  break  out  again ;  and  this  fear  was  fo  much 
the  more  reafcaiable,  as  ibme  parties  of  the  enemy 
frequently  made  their  appearance  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thofe  places,  where  reductions  had 
formerly  ftood.  One  of  thefe  parties  furprized  two 
young  Indians,  that  attended  two  miffionaries  then 
employed  in  fcowering  the  fame  country  in  queft  of 
the  difperfed  chriftians ;  and  thought  they  had  fuf- 
ficiently  fecured  them  by  tying  their  hands.  But,. 
one  night  •  that  thefe  children  lay  ftretched  in  the 
midft  of  the  gang,  finding  them  all  faft  afleep, 
they  crept  to  the  fire ;  put  their  h^nds  into  it ; 
and  had   courage    enough  to    hold  them-  there 
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long^  enough  to  burn  tht  firings  with  which  they 
were  bound.  They,  then,  withdrew  without  being 
perceived  ;  and  by  by-roads,  with  which  they  hap- 
pened to  be  acquainted,  rejoined  their  paftors  after 
walking  fourteen  leagues  without  flopping  to  refl 
therafelves. 

On  the  advice  they  gave,  that  the  Maraelus 
feemed  to  have  fome  notion  of  approaching  the 
Parana,  Don  Periro  de  Lugo,  governor  of  Para- 
guay, who  had  lately  recei\'^d  very  precife  orders 
from  his  catholic  majefly  to  omit  nothing,  that 
might  cdntribute  to  the  fafety  of  the  redudtions 
withii)  hi&  province,  and  who  was  aftually  vifiting 
them  with  a  flrong  efcort,  aflfembled  four  thoufand 
Indiaiis,  and  kd  them  towards  the  canton  of 
daarupa  Guays^u,  where  the  young  Indians  had  left 
the  enemy.  Father  Alfaro  waited  upon  him  with 
fome  other  Indians  ;  but,  having  one  day  taken 
the  lead  of  the  reft,  a  Mamelus  whom  he  did  not 
perceive,  but  by  whom  he  happened  to  be  known, 
difcharged  a  blunderblufli  at  him,  and  tumbled 
him  dead  from  off  his  horfe. 

As  foon  a&  the  governor  heard  of  this  accident, 
he  formed  his  troops,  and  fell  fo  fuddenly  upon 
the  enemy,  who  little  expefted  to  be  fb  foon  at- 
tacked, that,  after  cutting  to  pieces  all  thofe  who 
made  any  refiflance^  he  made  almofl  all  the  reft 
prifoners.  He  committed  them  to  the  care  of  the 
Neophyter,  entirely  abandoning  to  their  difcretion 
all  the  Tupis  who  happened  to  be  amcaig  them. 
The  Neopnytes  treated  the  Tupis  fo  well,  that 
they  prevailed  on  them  to  be  inftruAed  in  our  di* 
vine  my fteries ;  and,  foon  after  baptifm,  put  an  end 
to  their  captivity.  As  to  the  Mamelus,  they  were 
condudled  to  the  AiTumptiori,  within  eighty 
leagues  of  which  the  battle  had  been  fought ;  and 
every  one  expeded  they  would  be  puaifhed  like 
banditti  taken  in  arms  againft  their  fovereign.  But 
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the  governor  contented  himfelf  with  reproaching 
them  with  their  cruelties,  and  threateiiing  them 
with  the  anger  of  heaven^  if  they  contini^d  their 
hoftilities.  He,  then,  fent  them  to  Buenos  Ayres,, 
whole  governor,  at  the  Iblicitation  of  fome  of  the 
inhabitants,  fet  them  at  liberty,  with  leave  to  re« 
turn  to  their  own  country. 

The  body  of  father  Alfaro  was  carried  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  Conception  fituatedon  the  Uruguay^ 
where  it  was  interred  with  all  the  honours  the  po- 
verty of  the  Neophytes  would  admit  of;  and  father 
Claudius  Ruier  was  appointed  fuperior  of  the  mif- 
fions  in  his  room.  He  had  fcarce  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  this  employment,  when  Don  Pedro  Ef- 
tevan  d'Avila,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  ap- 
plied to  him  for  eighty  Neophytes  to  be  employed 
in  an  expedition,  the  fuecefs  ot  wWch,  he  faid  might 
greatly  contribute  to  the  fecuiity  of  the  reduftions 
fituated  in  this  province.  The  nature  of  the  affair 
was  as  follows. 

To  the  eaft  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  about  the 
twenty-eighth  or  twenty-ninth  d^ee  of  South  lati- 
tude, there  is  a  lake  of  a  very  irregular  figure,  eigh- 
ty leagues  in  length,  and  very  narrow  in  propor- 
tion to  its  length.  This  lake,  in  the  ancient  maps, 
is  called  the  lake  of  Caracaras\  and,  in  the 
more  modern,  that  of  Tbera.  From  the  eaftern 
extremity  of  this  lake  there  iflue  two  little  rivers, 
one  of  which  falls  into  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and 
the  other  into  the  Uruguay  ;  the  firft,  under  the 
name  of  Rio  Mirinay  ;  and  the  fecond,  under  that  of 
Rio  Cornentes,  Father  del  Techo  contents  himfelf 
with  faying,  that  the  lake,  or  as  he  calls  it,  the 
marfh  of  Caracaras,  communicates  with  the  Pa- 
rana. I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  the  name 
of  Parana  is  often  given  to  that  part  of  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  which  lies  between  its  junAion  with  the 
Paraguay  and  the  mouth  of  the  Uruguay. 
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The  fame  hiftorian  adds,  that  this  lake  is  covered 
vfith  floating  iflands,  like  thofe  in  a  little  lake  near 
St.  Omers  ;  and  that  they  afforded  a  retreat  to  In- 
dians of  different  nations,  eipecially  the  Caracaras, 
who  having  inveigled  fbme  Spaniards  among  them, 
in  1553,  by  applying  to  them  for  affiftance  againft 
their  enemies,  perfidioiifly  maffacred  them  ;  and 
adlually  harboured  fon^e  renegadoes  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  St.  Anne,  and  the  murderers  of  father  Ef- 
pinofa.  The  impunity  they  enjoyed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  difficulty  of  attacking  them,  had 
rendered  them  very  infolent.  They  frequently 
committed  great  diforders  in  the  countries  about 
the  lake,  and  had  lately  burnt  to  the  ground  the 
church  belonging  to  the  reduftion  of  St.  Anne. 

Don  Pedro  having,  at  length,  refblved  to  purge 
his  province  of  fuch  troubleforae  inmates,  father 
Romero  immediately  conduced  to  Buenos  Ayres 
the  number  of  Neophytes,  he  had  required  for  that 
purpde.  Don  Pedro  appointed  to  command 
them  the  brave  Don  Juan  de  Garay,  who,  after 
a  hundred  leagues  march,  arrived  within  fight  of 
the  lake,  where  he  found  the  inhabitants  difpofed 
to  difpute  his  entrance.  But  he  found  means  to 
embark  with  all  his  men  ;  and,  though  the  enemy 
made  pretty  good  ufe  of  all  their  advantages,  he 
pufhed  them  with  fb  much  valour  and  conduit, 
that  after  driving  them  from  ifland  to  ifland,  he 
killed  or  took  prifoner  every  man  of  them,  It 
was  on  this  occafion,  that  the  militia  of  the  reduce 
tions  firft  (hewed  what  might  be  expefted  from 
them,  when  well  armed  and  officered  ;  for  it  ap« 
pears  that  they  had  by  this  time  got  fire  arms, 
g  Th  I  s  expedition  was  followed  by  another, 

^  ^  *  which  had  not  fo  happy  an  iffue.  I  faid 
that  there  were  fome  Calchaquis  in  the  province  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  near  Buenos  Ayres.  Thefe  In- 
dians were  no  left  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  than 
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thofe  of  the  fame  name,  who  frequently  gave  fuch 
uneafinefs  to  the  province  of  Tucuman ;  and  they 
had  lately  advanced  towards  Santafe,  and  ravaged 
the  country  about  it,  from  which  the  governor  re- 
folved  to  drive  them.  For  thi$  purpoie  he  raifed 
fome  troops,  and  fcnt  to  the  reduAions  of  his 
province  for  fix  hundred  Indians,  whom  father 
Romero,  and  father  Arias,  immediately  led  to  his 
affiftance.  He,  then,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
this  little  army ;  and  marched  in  good  order  againft 
the .  Calchaquis,  but  without  fending,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done^  to  reconnoitre  them.  He  had  com- 
manded in  Flanders,  and  obftinately  refufed  to  aft 
againfl:  thefe  barbarians  in  any  other  n^anner,  than 
he  would  have  done  againft  regular  troops  ;  but 
he  paid  dear  for  his  imprudence  The  Calchaquis 
remained  (o  well  pofted  in  their  marfhes,  that  he 
had  confumed  all  his  provifions,  before  he  could 
join  them  ;  fo  that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
retreat,  without  reaping  any  other  benefit  by  an 
expedition,  for  which  he  had  made  vaft  prepara- 
tions, than  that  of  carrying  home  three  hundred 
prifoners  taken  by  the  Neophytes. 

Father  Diaz  Tano  was,  by  this,  returned  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  with  a  nimaerous  reinforcement  of 
miflionaries.  He  had  accompanied  father  de  Mon- 
toya  as  far  as  Madrid,  and  from  thence  purfued 
his.  journey  to  Rome.  Father  Vitellefchi,  his  ge- 
neral, was  overwhelmed  with  grief  on  the  report 
he  made  of  the  ccmdition,  in  which  he  had  left  the 
Indian  churches  of  Paraguay ;  and,  unable  tp 
give  him  any  other  comfort  but  that  of  mixing 
tears  with  him,  -he  condufted  him  to  the  audience 
of  Urban  VIII.  who  then  governed  the  church. 
This  pontiff,  equally  touched  with  the  general  of 
the  company,  at  the  account  the  miffionary  gave 
htm  of  enormities  committed  by  the  Mamelus  and 
the  Indians  of  Brazil,   immediately  gave  orders 

for 
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for  making  out  a  brief,  in  which  he  threatened 
with  the  anathemas  of  the  church,  both  the  au- 
thors and  abettors  of  fuch  fcandalous  diibrders,  if 
they  did  not  immediately  put  a  ftop  to  them. 

The  Pope,  then,  defired  a  minute  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Jefuits  in  Paraguay  ;  and  he 
could  not  apply  to  a  perfon  better  (qualified  -  to  fa- 
tisfy  him  than  father  Tano,  who  forgot  nothing  to 
give  his  holinefe  a  thorough  infight  into  the  affairs 
of  thefe  millions  ;  and  was,  in  return,  loaded  with 
prefents  and  other  marks  of  the  moft  affeftio- 
nate  tendernefs  for  himfelf  and  his  fellow  labourers, 
particularly  father  Orighi,  whofe  brother  was  aftu- 
ally  cardinal,  and  one  of  whofe  grand-nepihews 
died  lately,  invefted  with  the  fame  dignity.  The 
pope  honoured  himfelf  with  the-  title  of  His  old 
friend.  In  (hort,  the  pope  granted  him  every 
thing  he  could  wifli  for,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
tranquility  of  the  new  chriftians.  He  was  tvctx 
beforehand  with  father  Tano,  and  would  have 
made  him  completely  happy,  could  that  mif- 
fionary  anfwer  for  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican,  being 
iufficient  to  put  an  end  to  all  the  evils,  of  which 
be  had  given  his  holincfe  an  account. 

Finding,  on  his  return  to  Madrid,  that  father 
de  Montoya  had  formed  a  company  of  miffionaries 
for  him,  he  itiade  what  hafte  he  could  to  Lif- 
bon,  to  freight  a  Ihip  for  their  paflage.  The  mif- 
fionaries were  on  the  point  ot  going  aboard,  the 
ihip  only  waiting  for  them  to  put  to  fea,  ^vhen 
father  Tano  received  notice,  that  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  Don  Miguel  de  Vafconcellos,  (the  fame  who, 
foon  after,  ftained  with  his  blood  the  fcene  of  th^ 
revolutidn  of  Portugal)  had  forbid  the  commandant 
of  the  fort  of  Belem  to  let  their  veflel  pais  thje 
bar.  Upon  this,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  Vicereine, 
the  dtichefe  dowager  of  Mantua  ;  and  having  im- 
mediately obtained  from  this'princefs  a  revocation 
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of  the  fecretary's  orider,  he  loft  no  time  in  taking 
the  benefit  of  it.  ' 

The  navigation  proved  pretty  favourable,  all  to 
the  death  of  two  of  the  miffionaries  by  a  diforder 
which  broke  out  amongft  the  Ihip's  company,  till 
they  arrived  in  the  thirty-fifth  d^ree  of  fouth  kr 
titude,  when  a  violent  north  wind  drove  them  to 
the  mouth  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  from 
whence  they  found  it  impoffible  to  make  cape  St. 
Mary,  in  order  to  enter  into  the  bay  of  I^io  de  la 
Plata ;  or  even  withftand  the  violence  of  the  ftorm ; 
fo  that  the  pilot  was  obliged  to  fteer  for  Rio  de 
.'Janeyro,  where  the  miffionaries  were  received  by 
the  governor^  Don  Emanuel  Sa,  with  great  ho- 
nours. 

Some  days  after  their  arrival,  father  Tano,  with 
the  advice  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,  publifhcd 
.the  papal  briefs  we  juft  now  mentioned,  and  there- 
by brought  upon  his  back  moft  of  the  inhabitants. 
"The  gates  of  the  jefuits  college  ana  of  their 
church  were  forced  open  ;  and  thofe  religious  had 
every  thing  to  fear  from  the  firft  tranfports  of  the 
furious  multitude,  if  the  governor  and  magiftrates 
had  not  run  with  an  armed  force  to  their  affiftance. 
Don  Emanuel,  upon  this,  affembled  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants,  and  father  Tano,  Who  was  re- 
quefted  to  affift  at  this  meeting,  after  the  briefs 
had  been  read,  gave  an  account  of  every  ftep 
he  had  taken  on  this  ocqafion.  But  though  his 
conduct  was  generally  approved  by  the  affembly, 
the  populace  grew  more  and  more  outrageous  ;  fo 
that,  in  order  to  appeafe  them,  it  was  found  ne- 
ceflTary  to  interpqfe  a  pretended  appeal  to  the  Pope 
better  inftruded.  Some  have  faid,  that  it  was 
the  miffionary  hlmfelf,  who  firft  gave  this  advice. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  the  publication  of  this  appeal 
put  a  flop  to  the  fedition.  Indeed  it  was  high 
lime  to  think  of  fome  remedy ;  for  father  Tario, 
*       '       '  and 
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sjid  father  Mota,  vifitor  of  the  jefuits  of  Brazil, 
were  on  the  point  of  falling  vicflims  to  it. 

It  was  not  fo  eafy  to  appeafe  the  town  of  Saints, 
in  the  provjnce  of  Rio  Janeyro ;  and  ftill  lefs  that 
of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue.  Don  Ferdinand  Ro- 
driguez, who  officiated  as  vicar-general  in  thefirft, 
having  publiflied  the  Pope's  brief,  by  order  or 
Don  Pedro  Albornez,  Adminiftrator  of  the  bifliop- 
rick,  one  of  the  congregation  got  up,  and  faid,. 
that  he  appealed  to  the  king's  exchequer.  Upon 
this,  Rodriguez  excommunicated  him  direftlyj 
but,  by  fo  doing,  rendered  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants quite  furious.  The  commanding  officer  was 
then  requefted  to  take  in  hand  the  caufe  of  the 
publick ;  and,  on  his  refufing  it,  the  feditious 
flocked  to  the  church  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
where  they  began  by  voniiting  againft  the  vicar 
all  the  injuries,  the  paffion  with  which  •  they 
were  tranfported  could  fugged.  They,  then,  fell 
upon  him ;  knocked  him  down ;  and,  with  a 
fword  to  his  throat,  threatened  to  murder  him,  if 
he  did  not  revoke  all  he  had  done.  But  he  would 
not  yield ;  and  his  firmnefs  difconcerted  them. 
TThey  then  drew  up  an  appeal  themfelves,  and 
would  have  forced  him  to  fign  it ;  but  they  could 
only  ^et  him  to  declare,  that  he  approved  it  as  far 
as  the  rules  of  the  church,  and  his  confcience, 
would  permit  him.  They  then  called  for  the 
Pope's  brief,  and  he  told  them  the  fuperior  of  the 
jefuits  had  it. 

Upon  this,  they  pofted  diredlly  to  the  houfe 
of  thefe  fathers.  The  fuperior  on  hearing  the 
noife  which  announced  their  coming,  put  on 
his  facerdotal  habits;  took  the  holy  ciborium 
into  his  hands ;  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the 
houfe ;  and  made  a  pathetick  difcourfe  to  them  on 
the  refpedt  and  obedience  due  to  the  vicar  of  Jefiis 
Chrift.     Some  of  them  proftrated  themfelves  to 
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adore  the  Lord's  body ;  others  continued  ftanding, 
faying,  that,  though  they  adored  with  all  their  foul 
the  holy  facrament  of  the  altar,  they  would  never 
part  with  their  flaves,  which  was  all  they  had  to 
depend  upon.  One  of  them  went  fo  far  as  to  cry 
out,  that  they  fhould  fire  on  the  prieft.  All  called 
for  the  brief;  and,  having  got  a  copy  of  it,  re- 
turned to  the  grind  vicar,  for  his  abfolution  of  the 
cenfuresthey  might  have  incurred,  but  he  refufed  it. 

They,  then,  applied  for  it  to  fome  religious, 
who  judging  of  the  cafe,  according  to  their 
own  manner  of  ftating  it,  told  them  they  had 
no  need  of  any ;  the  brief  importing,  that  it  ftiould 
be  publilhed,  if  there  was  no  juft  reafon  for  fuppref- 
ling  it.  This  anfwer  contributed  to  render  the  je- 
fuits  ftill  more  odious;  and  nothing  was  to  be 
heard  all  over  the  town  but  the  voices  of  people 
crying  out,  that  it  was  now  high  time  to  drive  out 
of  it  thefe  officious  defenders  of  the  liberties  of  the 
Indians ;  and  the  reports  of  their  expulfion  having 
reached  Rio  Janeyro,  the  captain  of  a  merchant 
fliip  then  at  anchor  there,  made  a  general  difcharge 
of  his  cannon,  to  exprefs  his  joy  at  the  event.  But 
the  governor  puniflied  him  feverely  for  it.  He  had 
already  caufed  another  to  be  whipt  for  behaving, 
in  a  very  infolent  manner^  in  the  church  of  the 
jefuits.  .  ' 

It  was  during  this  ferment  that  ther^  arrived 
at  Brazil  an  account  of  the  duke  of  Braganca  hav- 
ing been  declared  king  of  Portugal,  and  of  the 
whole  kingdom  having  acknowledged  hirn  in  that 
quality.  Father  Tano  immediately  forefaw  what 
influence  this  important  event  might  have  on  the 
affairs  of  Paraguay;  as  well  an  account  of  the 
averfion  which  the  Portiigueze  ftill  retained  for  the 
Spaniards ;  as  becaufe  the  new  king  of  Portugal 
might  not  be  fo  foon  in.  a  condition  to  fupprefe  ef- 
feftually  the  courfes  of  the  Mamelus,  more  en- 
raged than  ever  againft  the  jefuits,  whom  they  had 

but 
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but  juft  expelled  their  city.  He  even  forefaw  that 
this  prince  might  poflibly  be  .taS^ught  to  confider 
their  inroads  as  a  means  of  vf^qfifc^ening,  in  South 
America,  the  power  of  his  oatlfolic  majefty,  with 
whom  it  was  impoffible  he  fhould  not  have  a  long 
war  to  maintain,  in  fupport  of  his  newly  acquired 
royalty.  But  two  other  reafons  efFeftually  de- 
termined him  not  to  make  any  longer  ftay  in 
Brazil  •,  the  fir  ft  was,  that  he  feared  left  a  new  re- 
volution fhould  make  him  lofe  fome  of  the  mif- 
fionaries  he  brought  from  Europe,  as  they  were 
fubjefts  to  the  new  king ;  the  fecond,  that  he  had 
already  buried  feveral  of  them  fince  his  arrival  at 
Rio  Janeyro.  He,  therefore,  reimbarked  the  be- 
ginning of  November,  and  came  to  an  anchor  be- 
fore Buenos  Ayres  the  latter  end  of  the  fame 
month. 

Fa  THE R  de  Montoya  had  not  been  lefs  fuccefeful 
at  Madrid,  than  father  Tano  had  been  at  Rome. 
The  firft  thing  he  did  on  his  arrival  there,  was  to 
afk  an  audience  of  his  majefty,  who  immediately 
granted  it.  He  prefented  his  memorials  to  this 
prince,  who  perufed  them  with  great  attention,  and 
named  commiflaries  from  among  the  members  of 
the  royal  councils  of  Caftile,  and  the  Indies,  to  exa- 
mine them,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon.  Father 
de  Montoya  required ;  firft,  the  execution  of  a  law 
publiftied  in  1611,  by  which  the  Spaniards  were 
again  forbid  to  deprive  of  their  liberty  the  Indians 
who  had  not  been  made  prifoners  in  a  juft  war  j 
fecondly,  that  the  fovereign  Pontif  ftiould  be  re- 
quefted  to  confirm  the  briefs  of  Paul  III.  and  Cle- 
ment VIII.  forbidding  the  fame  iniquitous  pr^ftice ; 
thirdly,  that  thofe  who  proved  difobedient  thereto 
ftiould  be  judged  by  the  holy  office  -,  fourthly,  that 
the  Neophytes,  who  had  been  made  flaves  and 
conducted  to  Brazil,  ftiould  be  fet  at  liberty ;  and 
the  Mamelus  both  reprefled  and  punilhed. 

These 
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These  demands  and  fome  others  of  lefe  import-r 
ance  appeared  fo ..  very  juft  and  reafbnable  to  the 
commiliaries,  tlmt  the  king,  by  their  advice,  or-r 
dered  an  edid  tq^i  drawn  up,  in  which  his  ma- 
jefty,  after  renewing  all  the  preceding  decrees  re- 
lating to  the  liberty  of  the  Indians,  fignified,  that 
being  informed  of  the  mhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of 
Piratiningue  having  ruined  all  the  Indian  towns, 
founded  in  Guayra  by  the  jefuits  ;  of  their  having 
carried  off  abd  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  flavery  up- 
wards of  thirty  thoufand  Neophytes ;  of  their  hav- 
ing begun  to  commit  the  fame  enormities  in  Tape, 
and  menacing  Uruguay  with  them  j  of  their  having 
already  made  flaves  there  of  fome  free  Indians,  and 
maffacred  others ;  and  all  this  in  contempt  of  reite- 
rated edids  i  and  being  refolved  to  punifh  fuch  mon- 
ftrous  crimes,  he  declares,  the  courfes  of  the  faid 
inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  commonly 
called  Mamelus,  unjuft,  contrary  to  all  laws  both 
human  and  divine,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  chrif- 
tian  religion ;  orders  that  the  cognizance  of  the 
faid  crimes  be  referred  to  the  tribunal  of  the  holy 
office ;  that  all  the  Indians  reduced  to  flavery  be 
immediately  fet  at  liberty ;  and  that  fuch,  as  here- 
after fliall  be  convided  of  fo  crying  an  injuftice  and 
cruelty,  fliould  be  treated  as  perfons  guilty  of  high 
treafon. 

He,  then,  renewed  the  edidl,  forbidding  any 
of  the  Indians  converted  by  the  jefuits,  in  Guayra, 
Tape,  Parana  and  Uruguay,  to  ble  confidered  other- 
wife  than  as  immediate  vaffals  to  the  crown,  or 
to  be  given  in  command,  or  obliged  to  do  perfonal 
fervice  to  any  fubjeft,  under  any  pretext  wbat- 
foever.  His  maJOTy  regulated  by  the  fame  de- 
cree the  tribute,  which  the  fame  Neophytes  were 
to  pay  to  his  dorpain.  But  this  laft  article  could 
not  be  put  in  executiqn  till  the  year  1649,  becaufe, 
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till  then,  the  Indians  were  not  in  a  condition  to  pay 
any  tribute ;  and  this  epocha  muft  not  be  forgot, 
as  it  will  ferve  to  (hew  the  little  foundation  there 
was  for  the  accufations  brought  againft  the  mif- 
fionaries  in  regard  to  this  tribute. 

Bu  T  father  de  Montoya,  notwithftanding  the  fa- 
cility with  which  he  obtained  every  thing  he  alked, 
was  well  aware,  efpecially  fince  the  revolution  of 
Portugal  had  happened,  that  this  edidt  of  his  ma- 
jefty  would  never  be  fufficient  to  fcreen  the  reduc- 
tions againft  the  violences  of  the  Mamelus,  as  long 
as  the- Indians  had  no  other  arms  but  their  arrows 
and  their  niancanas  to  oppofe  them  with.  He, 
therefore,  prefented  the  memorial  I  already  men- 
tioned, in  which  he  made  evijiently  appear  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  allowing  them,  the  ufe  of  fire-arms. 
The  king,  having  confulted  his  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  came  to  the  refolution  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. People  in  Paraguay  were  greatly  furprized 
at  father  Montoya's  fuccefe  in  fo  delicate  an  affair. 
But  befides  the  council's  not  finding  any  thing  to 
reply  to  the  folidity  of  the  reafons,  on  which  the 
miflionary's  demand  was  founded,  his  eminent 
virtues,  and  the  great  things  he  had  done  in  Para- 
guay, had  acquired  him  the  general  efteem  of 
prince  and  people.  However,  the  church  he  had 
contributed  fo  much  to  form,  and  whofe  interefts 
he  had  undertaken  fo  long  a  voyage  to  defend,  ne- 
ver had  the  happinefe  of  feeing  him  again.  After 
fome  unexpefted  delays  in  Spain,  he  pafled  over  to 
Peru,  where  he  laboured  fuccefsfuUy,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  viceroy,  to  execute  fome  orders  he 
had  obtained,  thofe  efpecially  which  related  to  the 
conftrudtion  and  ufe  of  fire  arms  in  the  redudtions ; 
he  then  was  ordered  to  Tucuman^  and  from  Tucu- 
man  back  again  to  Lima,  where  he  finilhed  his 
courfe  in  the  year  1652,  aged  feventy.     In  confe- 
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fequence  of  the  idea  which  the  inhabitants  of  thid 
city  had  conceived  of  his  eminent  fanftity,  his  body 
was  interred  with  honours  which .  had  more  the  air 
of  a  triumph  than  a  funeral.  The  viceroy  and 
principal  members  of  the  royal  audience  carried  his 
remains  to  the  grave. 
6ao-a         About  this  time,  a  new  attempt  was 

^  ^  '  made  to  reduce  the  Calchaquis  to  the 
falih  by  means  of  the  jefuits,  who  were  now  au- 
thorized to  afllire  them,  that  they  fhould  never  be 
fubjeded  to  any  kind  of  fervitude.  The  governor 
of  Tucuman,  which  had  fufFered  greatly  by  the  in- 
curfions  of  thefe  barbarians,  had,  it  feems  lately 
concluded  a  peace  with  them,  and  judged  this  was 
the  only  method  to  make  it  lading.  Accordingly^ 
two  jefuits  were  fent  to  them  ;  and  thefe  fathers, 
after  many  dangers  and  difficukies,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  found  a  reduction  among  them  by  the 
name  of  St.  Charles.  Another  jefuit,  called  father 
Paftor,  offered  himfelf  to  the  bifhop  to  make  an 
excurfion  into  Chaco  on  the  fame  errand  ;  and,  his 
offer  being  received  by  this  prelate  ever  folicitous 
for  the  falvation  of  thofe  committed  to  his  care, 
he  immediately  fet  out  with  another  called  Ga{pard 
Cerqueyra,  who,  being  born  at  the  AfTumption, 
v/as  mafter  of  the  Abipone  language  current  in  all 
this  part  of  Chaco.  But,  as  the  Indians  on  the 
frontiers  of  Tucuman  were  too  jealous  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  liften  willingly  to  any  preachers,  they 
refolved  not  to  ftop,  till  they  had  reached  the  Abh 
ponesy  a  nation  fettled  at  the  eaftern  extremity  of 
this  extenfive  country. 

The  firft  place  they  made  any  confiderable  flay 
at,  was  a  large  Indian  town  called  Matara^  one 
hundred  leagues  from  Santiago,  where  they  had 
been  given  to  underfland  they  would  find  guides 
to  conduft  them  to  the  Abipones.  Befides,  the 
Mataranes  called  themfelves  chriflians;    and,    in 
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faft,  feveral  perfons  had  been  baptized  at  Matara 
by  St.  Francis  Solano  ;  and,  after  him,  by  two  je- 
fuits,  who  had  preached  the  gofpel  there;  and 
fome  of  them  even  had  pretty  well  perfevered  in 
the  praftice  of  the  chief  duties  of  religion,  though 
they  fcarce  knew  any  thing  of  the  principles  of  it  ; 
all  the  rniniftry  of  a  clergyman  fent  them  lately 
from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  title  of  parifli 
prieft,  confifting  in  baptizing  and  inftrufting 
the  children  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  chrif- 
tians.  Had  he  contented  himfelf  with  conferring 
that  (acrament  upon  (uch  as  were  in  danger  of 
dying ,  his  zeal  would  have  been  commendable  ^ 
but  he  vifibly  expofed  the  reft  to  the  danger  of  dif- 
honouring  the  character  he  conferred  on  them ; 
for  they  feldom  faw  him  again  when  they  grew  up 
a  little,  but  profaned  the  exercifes  of  religion  with 
feveral  fuperftitious  practices,  and  abandoned  them-^ 
felves  to  all  the  excefles,  of  which  the  infidels  gave 
them  the  example. 

The  only,  or,  at  leaft,  the  moft  ordinary,  occupa- 
tion of  the  Mataranes,  was  to  vifit  and  regale  each 
other ;  but  their  feafts  always  terminated  in  a  general 
intoxication.  They  celebrated  the  anniverfary  of 
the  death  of  their  kinfinen  in  a  pretty  odd  man- 
ner. ;  they  invited  all  their  friends  and  relations  to 
it,  and  every  one  of  the  guefts  was  obliged  to  bring 
with  him  a  dead  oftrich.  If  it  happened  to  be  the 
anniverfary  of  more  perfons  thaii  one,  then  the 
guefts  were  to  bring,  each,  as  many  oftriches,  as 
there  were  deaths  to  be  comnjemorated,  becaufe, 
in  a  kind  of  funeral  proceffion  made  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  and  attended  with  extraordinary  ceremo- 
nies, each  of  the  deceafed  was  to  be  reprefented 
by  his  own  oftrich.  The  guefts,  likewife,  made  a 
prefent  to  the  perfon  who  had  invited  them  ;  and 
who,  by  accepting  it,  laid  himfelf  under  the  ob- 
ligation of  returning  the    compliment  in    kind, 

when 
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when  he  (hould  be  invited  by  them.  This  engage- 
ment even  defcended  to  his  heirs,  when  he  had 
not  time  to  fatisfy  it  himfelf  •  ind  to  fail  in  it 
Vould  have  been  deemed  a  juft  caufe  of  war  be- 
tween the  different  towns  to  which  the  partiei^ 
belonged.  Thcfe  folemnities  lafted  four  days, 
on  the  laft  of  which  the  company  bewailed  the 
deceafed  for  the  fp^ce  of  an  hour.  Thefe  tears 
were  fucceeded  by  inunoderate  laughter,  by  dan- 
cing and  feafting,  during  which  it  was  an  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  get  drunk.  They,  then,  put  an 
end  to  the  meeting  by  a  kind  of  bacchanalian  rites, 
attended  by  all  the  diforders  that  might  be  ex- 
pected from  fuch  an  improvement  upon  their  natu- 
ral barbarity. 

THEJefuits,  however,  found  them  pretty  docile ; 
eafily  prevailed  on  thofe  who  had  been  baptized, 
to  contefs  themfelves  ;  and  left  them  all  in  the  beft 
difpofitions.  The  cacique  even  infilled  on  accom- 
panying them  with  a  good  efcort,  as  far  as  the  Abi- 
pones  ;  but,  though  he  and  his  fubjeds  might  be 
luppofed  to  know  the  country  they  had  to  pafs 
through,  they,  in  a  (hort  time,  were  fo  difheartened 
by  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  journey,  thar 
they  would  have  turned  back,  if  the  fathers  had 
not  found  means  to  detain  them  by  little  prefents. 
But,  when  they  found  themfelves  on  the  point  of 
entering  the  country  of  the  Abipones,  their  cou- 
rage forfook  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  (for  it  feems 
they  and  the  Abipoiles  had  been  at  war  for  fbme 
time  pad)  that  father  Paftor  had  much  ado  to  re-af- 
fure  them.  Two  of  them,  however,  had  refolution 
to  accompany  father  de  Cerqueira,  whom  father* 
Paftor  thought  proper  to  fend  fdrward^  in  order  to 
difcover  on  what  fide  it  was  propereft  to  eiiter  the 
country. 

These  reconnoiterers  wefe  fboh  difcbv^ed^ 
and,  the  alarm  fpread  fo  fuddenly  all  over  the  c\)Ufl- 
try,  that  in  a  Siort  time  they  could  difcover  ^wo 
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hundred  Indians  on  horfeback,  but  without  faddles 
or  ftirrups,  making  towards  them  in  full  gallop. 
But,  though  their  wild  and  favage  looks,  their  loofe 
difordered  hair,  and  the  long  javelins  they  held  in 
their  hands,  might  well  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
ftriking  terror  into  a  man,  who  faw  himfelf  alone 
in  a  manner,  and  at  their  difcretion ;  the  miflion- 
ary,  full  of  confidence  in  him,  without  whofe jper- 
miflion  they  could  not  touch  a  fmgle  hair  or  his 
head,  immediately  doubled  his  pace  to  meet  them  j 
and,  lifting  up  his  crucifix,  "  Children,  cried  he, 
two  of  my  brethren  formerly  ainnounced  the  golpel 
to  your  nation,  whofe  efteem,  and  even  confidence, 
tliey  acquired.  Animated  by  the  fame  zeal  for 
the  falvation  of  your  fouls,  I  am  likewife  come 
a  great  way,  in  fpite  of  a  thoufand  dangers*  and 
difficulties,  to  endeavour  to  make  you  open, 
your  eyes  to  your  neareft  concerns.  'Tis  in 
vain  you  attempt  to  terrify  me.  Death,  .  with 
which  you  threaten  me,  is  the  chief  bbjedt 
of  my  wifties.  But  I  conjure  you  not  to  fpurn 
at  a  benefit,  of  which  you  wpuld  too  late  repent, 
the  lofs.  Befides,  what  have  you  to  fear  from  a 
fingle  man,  and  without  arms?  The  confidence 
with  which  I  put  myfelf  into  your  power  ought 
to  convince  you,  that  I  am  come  here  merely  to 
ferve  you.*' 

The  barbarians,  at  fir  ft,  ftunned  by  the  boldnefs 
of  the  apoftolic  man,  were,  in  a  fhort  time,  fo  charm- 
ed with  his  difcourfe,  that  they  threw  their  arms  at 
his  feet,  and  faluted  'him  with  the  profoundeft  re- 
fpeft.  He,  then,  told  them,  that  he  had  left  at  fome 
diftance  behind  him  his  fuperior,  a  man  advanced 
in  years,  and  greatly  efteemed  by  feveral  Indian 
ijations.  Upon  this,  the  commander  of  the  troop 
immediately  difpatched  his  fon  to  invite  father  - 
Paftor,  in  his  name,  to  come  and  fee  him ;  and,  tl]e 
moment  the  young  Indian  perceived  him,  he  alight-^ 
cd  from  his  lK)rfe,  faluted  him  refpedlfully,  and  told 
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him,  that  his  father  longed  greatly  to  fee  him.  The 
miflionary,  tranfported  at  fo  unexpedled  an  invita-- 
tion,  immediately  fet  out,  and  was  very  well  re- 
ceived by  the  commander,  who  conduced  him 
with  his  companion,  to  the  neareft  town,  folbwed 
by  all  his  horfemen.  Here  they  entered,  as  it 
were,  in  triumph,  amidft  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
come  to  meet  them,  and  conducted  them  to  a 
cabin,  the  floor  of  which  they  had  the  precaution, 
or  rather  politenefs,  to  cover  with  Ikins.  Refrefti- 
ments  were  then  laid  before  them,  but  {o  naufeous^ 
that,  notwithftanding  their  great  w^t  of  food,  and 
their  having  been  accuftomed,  for  a  long  time  paft,. 
to  the  moft  infipid,  the  very  fight  of  it  turned  their, 
ftomachs ;  and  they  had  much  ado  to  get  down  a. 
few  rnorfels,  and  conceal  their  difguft. 

The  fecond  day  after  their  arrival,  the  principal 
cacique  of  the  nation^  called  Caliquila,  being  in- 
formed by  fether  Paftor  of  Kis  defign  to  make  an 
eftablilhment  in  the  country,  he  not  only  gave  his 
Gonfent,  but  even  expreffed  great  ^y  at  it;  and 
condufted  the  two  millionaries  to  his  own  town, 
iituated  at  the  other  fide  of  the  red  river.  As  fooa 
as  they  were  arrived  there,  he  begged  them  to  give 
hinM,  circumftantial  account  of  what  they  intended 
to  do ;  and  on  their  complying,'  told  them,  that  he 
was  vjfery  well  fatisfied  the  children  fhould  be  bap- 
tized, provided  they  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  go 
mprning  and  evening  to  church,  as  they  aid  in  the. 
redu(flions  of  the  Guaranis  ;  fince  it  could  not  fail . 
of  producing  in  them  a  habit  of  idleneis,  and, 
thereby,  rendering  them  lefs  fit  for  war,  as  it  had. 
happened  to  the  Mataranes, 

Father  Paflor  replied,  that  religious  exercifeg 
cpiild  by  no^means  tend  to  lefTen  a.  man's  courage  ; 
an^  that  the  Spaniards,  and  even  the  Guaranis  of 
vf horn  he  had  been  fpeaking,  were  a  flriking 
proof  of  it  5  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  coi^tri'^ 
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buted  greatly  to  infpire  true  valour ;  and  that  the 
Mataranes  had  never  been  braver,  than  while  they 
continued  good  chriftians.  Caliquila  yielded  to 
thefe  exanniples;  but  he  added,  that  he  would 
not  fufFer,  that  the  Abipones  (hould  be  hindered 
from  carrying  their  arms  into  church  along 
with  them,  or  beat  with  rods,  when  they  had 
committed  any  fault,  as  was  cuftomary  in  the  re- 
du^ions,  and  among  the  Spaniards.  Tl%  father 
gave  up  thefe  two  points,  knowing  that  he  might 
Ipeak  to  them  again,  when  religion  had  taken 
a  deeper  root  in  their  hearts.  They,  then,  re- 
quired, that  the  caciques,  and  all  the  adults 
who  might  die'  in  the  chriftian  religion,  (hould  be 
buried  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  near  the 
monuments  eredted  in  honour  of  their  divini- 
ties. Father  Paftor  made  anfwer,  that  this  was  a 
fuperftition  incompatible  with  the  holinefe  of  the. 
chriftian  religion ;  and  that,  by  the  time  he  fllould 
have  inftrudted  them  better,  they  would,  thenn- 
felves,  be  the  firft  to  condemn  it.  To  this  they 
made  no  reply,  and  from  their  filencc  he  concluded> 
that  he  (hould  ea(ily  make  them  give  up  this  article, 
likewife. 

After  a  month's  ftay  among  the  Abipones, 
fether  de  Cerqueyra  fet  out  to  recondudl  the  Ma- 
taranes to  their  own  country ;  and  father  Paftor, 
to  compenfate  the  lofs  of  his  companion,  not  con- 
tent with  the  feparate  inftruclions  he  every  day 
gave  to  the  children  and  adults,  compofed,  with 
the  afliftance  of  an  interpreter  left  him  by  father 
Cerqueyra,  a  little  catechifm  in  the  Tomcote  lan- 
guage, which  is  current  all  over  this  country.  He 
was  foon  after  obliged  to  return ,  to  Santiago,  to 
die  no  fmall  concern  of  the  Abipones,  to  whom 
he  promifed  that  he  would  by  no  means  abandon 
them.  Accordingly,  he  very  often  applied  to  his 
provincial  in  their  behalf;  but  the  redudions  ia 
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the  province  of  Uruguay,  which  were  growing 
more  numerous  from  one  day  to  another,  required 
to  many  miffionaries,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
let  the  Abipones  have  one.  Perhaps,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear as  evidently  then,  as  it  has  done  fince,  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  make  a  folid  eftablifh- 
ment  in  this  part  of  Chaco,  and  gain  over  a  nation, 
which  might  have  contributed  to  it  more  than  any 
other,  and  which  on  being  negledled,  came  to  be 
one  of  the  crueleft  enemies  to  the  chriftian  redudli- 
ons.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  fcarcity  of  miffionaries 
was  foon  after  encreafed,  in  confequence  of  an  edidt 
iflued  by  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  forbidding 
any  miiTionaries  to  enter  Paraguay,  but  fuch  as  were 
natural  born  fubjedts  of  the  crown  of  Spain ;  fi> 
that  father  Pallor,  who  had  been  fent  over  to  Eu- 
rope to  folicit  a  reinforcement  of  evangelical  labour- 
ers, of  a  numerous  body  gathered  at  Seville  to  ac- 
company him  back,  could  take  with  him  but  one 
prieft  and  thirteen  novices  and  ftudents.  This 
was  not  the  only  time  the  propagation  of  the 
gojfpel  in  Paraguay  received  a  check  from  reftricr- 
tions  of  this  kind.  The  royal  council  of  the  Indies 
did  not  as  yet  penetrate  the  motives  of  thofe,  who 
infpircd  thi^  miftruft,  to  which  the  conduct  of  for- 
mer foreign  miffionaries  had  not  given  the  leafl: 
room. 

The.  Abipones  are  in  general  above  the  middle 
ftature,  and  of  a  robuft  conftitution.  In  fum-, 
xner  they  go  quite  naked ;  but  in  winter  cover 
therrifelves  with  fkins.  They  hang  their  mancanas 
to  their  neck ;  carry  a  quiver  flung  acrofs  their 
(hpulders ;  and  never  go  without  a  bow  in  their 
light  hand,  and  ajavetin  or  very  long  arrow  in  the 
left.  They  paint  themfelves  all  over  with  different 
colours,  and  thofe  think  themfelves  handfomeflr, 
>vho  make  themfelves  look  moft  Hke  tigers.  They 
niake  holes  in  their  lips  and  noftrik,  and  fcveral 
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|)arts  of  their  fkins,  to  ftick  oftrich  feathers  into 
them ;  and  to  fee  them  thus  cloarhed  all  over  with 
feathers,  one  would  imagine  they  wanted  to  foar  In- 
to the  air.  The  beard  appears  lb  hideous  a  thing 
to  them,  that,  when  the  leafl:  hair  appears,  they  di- 
reftly  pull  it  up  by  the  roots. 

Ta  have  a  right  to  wear  his  hair  among  thefe 
Indians,  a  man  muft  have  killed  an  enemy ;  and,  to 
attain  to  military  honours,  and  acquire  any  repu- 
tation for  courage  and  bravery,  he  muft  have  palled 
through  tryals  like  thofe  I  defcribed  in  fpeaking  of 
the  Guaycuras.  The  Abipones,  from  their  infancy, 
accuftom  themfelves  to  the  greateft  infenfibility, 
by  inflicting  the  (harpeft  pains  on  themfelves,  fo 
that  they,  at  laft,  bring  themfelves  to  laugh  under 
the  fevereft.  •  After  all,  we  muft  allow,  that  thefe 
barbarians  have  a  true  notion  of  ccHirage,  which 
confifts  more,  and  ftiews  itfelf  better,  in  a  con- 
ftancy  to  fuffer  great  evils,  than  in  a  readinefs  to 
expofe  one's  felf  to  the  greateft  dangers. 

The  women,  among  the  Abipones,  are  covered 
from  the  waift  to  the  knees  ;  and  pricked  all  over 
the  reft  of  the  body ;  but  efpecialiy  the  face  and 
bofom-  Very  often,  all  that  can  be  feen  of  their 
(kins  is  a  kind  of  mofaic  work,  compofed  of  differ- 
ent colours  funk  into  the  Ikin ;  and  all  of  them 
fhave  the  back  part  of  their  head.  At  the 
death  of  a  cacique^  the  whole  nation,  both  men 
and  women  change  names,  and  eat  no  fifli  for 
a  month.  They  feldom  rear  but  one  child  of  each 
fex,  murdering  the  reft  as  faft  as  they  come  into 
the  world,  till  the  eldeft  are  ftrong  enough  to  walk 
alone.  They  think  to  juftify  this  cruelty  by]fay- 
ing,  that,  as  they  are  almoft  conftantly  travelling 
from  one  place  to  another,  it  is  impoflible  for  them 
to  take  care  of .  more  infants  than  two  at  a  time ; 
one  to  be  carried  by  the  father^  and  the  other  by 
the  mother,  . 

E  e  :5  Xhr 
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The  old  women  take  upon  them  to  be  great 
witches  i  and  it  would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  convert 
them.     Father  Paftor,   having  one  day  vifited  one 
of  them  at  the  point  of  death,  and  having  told  her 
that  if  (he  died  without  baptifm,  her  foul  would  be 
eternally  tormented  by  the  devils,  fhe  very  calmly 
anfwered,  that  they  had  been  her  friends  for  a  long 
time ;    and  (he  was,  therefore,  very  fure  that  they 
would  do  her  no  harm.     However,  to  judge  of  mat- 
ters by  the  difpofitions,   in  which  the  miflionaries 
left  thefe  Indians,  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  believe,  that  the  gofpel  would  make  the 
greateft  progrefs  among  them.    At  leaft  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  no  one  could  be  better  difpo(ed  than  Ca- 
liquila,  at  the  time  father  Paftor  was  obliged  to  quit 
him.     This  cacique,  finding  it  impolTible  to  detain 
him  any  longer,  accompanied  him,  with  feveral  of 
his  vaiials,   t6  Santiago  ;   found  him  in  proviiions 
during  the  whole  journey ;  and  aflTured  him,  at  his 
departure  to  return  home,   that  die  fadiers  of  the 
company  would  be  well  received  in  every  place 
where  he  had  the  leaft  credit. 

To  re-alTume  the  thread  of  our  hiftory ;  at  the 
time  that  father  Paftor  was  preparing  to  make  Je- 
fus  Chrift  known  to  the  Abipones,  the  mKTionaries 
between  the  Parana  and  the  Uruguay,  having  re- 
ceived certain  advice,  that  the  Mamelus  were 
making  great  preparations  of  war,  formed,  out  oi 
all  the  militia  of  the  redudlions,  a  body  of  four 
thoufand  men,  fome  armed  with  arrows,  and  fome 
with  flings ;  for  as  yet  they  could  only  give  fire- 
arms to  the  officers,  who  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred. This  little  army  took  poft  in  a  fpot  withii^ 
a  day's  march  of  the  enemy,  who  were  already 
remounting  the  little  river  Acaray,  in  three  hun- 
dred pirogues,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  Ma- 
melus and  three  hundred  and  feventy  Tujms. 
^ut,  notwithftanding  their  inferiority,  theydelpi- 
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fed  the  Neophytes  fo  much,  that,  as  foon  as  they 
i'eceived  inielligence  of  their  approach,  they  tugged 
harder  than  ever  at  their  oars  to  join  them. 

The  chriftians  were  polled  in  a  little  gulf,  under 
the  command  of  a  cacique  called  Abiaru,  who,  fee- 
ing the  enemy  come  towards  them  with  fo  much 
confidence,  tlK)Ught  proper  to  encreafe  it,  by  pre- 
tending to  fear  them.  He,  therefore,  remounted 
the  Acaray  with  five  or  fix  pirogues,  as  if  he  only 
intended  to  parley  with  them.  The  Mamelus  per- 
mitted him  to  approach ;  but  when  he  was  withiij 
hearing,  the  commander  ordered  him  to  be  told, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion.  Abiaru,  upon  this,  afluming  an  air  of  in- 
trepidity, reproached  the  commander,  who  was 
come  forward  to  receive  his  anfwer,  with  the  cruelty 
^d  injuftice,  with  which  his  nation  had  treated 
chriftians,  who  had  never  given  him  the  leaft  caufe 
of  complaint  \  affured  him,  that  they  were  all  re* 
folved  to  perifti  rather  than  lofe  their  liberty ;  and 
added,  that  it  was  a  (hame  for  men  who  called 
themfelves  chriftians,  to  attempt  to  deprive,  of  it, 
thofe  who  profefled  the  fame  religion. 

Th£  commander,  inftead  of  making  any  an- 
fwer, ordered  his  little  fleet  to  keep  moving  on, 
till,  at  length,  he  difcovered  that  of  the  Neof 
phytes  making  towards  him  letfurely  in  the  fineft 
order.  The  next  moment,  the  chriftians  began 
the  battle  by  a  difcharge  of  a  cannon,  which  funk 
three  of  the  enemy's  pircgues.  The  miflionaries 
and  the  old  men  with  the  women  and  children, 
were  all  this  time  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  invok- 
ing with  a  loud  voice,  the  apoftle  of  the  Indies ;  nor 
was  it  in  vain.  The  enemy  being  very  roughly 
handled  by  water,  imagined  they  might  have 
better  fortune  aftiore ;  but  they  were  greatly  mis- 
taken. The  Neophytes  attacked  them  with  fo 
much   refolution,    that   they  muft  have  entirely 
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defeated  diem,  had  not  night  favoured  their  rer 
treat.  For,  though  Abiaru  had  loft  but  three 
men,  he  diought  better  to  give  his  iblcjiers,  greatly 
fatigued,  fome  little  refpite,  than  purfue  the  enemy 
in  the  dark,  at  the  riik  of  falling  into  fome  ambulr 
cade.  V 

The  next  day,  the  Mamelus  appeared  again  in 
order  of  battle  ;  upon  which  the  Neophytes  like-: 
wife  formed,  arid  marched  up  to  them;  and, 
as  the  enemy  had  loft'  a  great  number  of  men  the 
preceding  day,  Abiaru  extended  hi^  troops  to. 
inclofe  them.  He  then  attacked  them  fo  fuddenly, 
that  they  fell  direftly  into  diforder;  and  what 
followed,  was  rather  a  butchering,  than  a  battle. 
A  fudden  hurricane  having  parted  the  two  armies, 
the  few  Mamelus,  who  remained,  took  advantage 
of  it  to  fly  into  a  wood,  whither,  the  ftorm  having 
foon  abated,  the  Neophytes  purfued  them.  This 
produced  a  third  engagement,  which,  though  car-: 
ried  on  in  fmall  parties,  was  attended  with  great 
bloodftied.  At  laft,  the  enemy,  after  a  pretty  vir 
gorous  refiftance,  took  advantage  of  their  fituation 
to  retreat.  The  greateft  lofe  fell  on  the  Tupis;,  kr 
veral  of  whom  came  in  afterwards  and  furrendered 
to  the  chriftians,  being  no  longer  able,  they  faid, 
to  put  up  with  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  the  Mame- 
lus. Abiaru's  lofs,  in  the  two '  laft  engagements, 
amounted,  as  in  the  firft,  to  but  three  men  killed 
and  forty  wounded. 

The  Mamelus,  afraid  for  the  future  to  approach 
the  Indians  of  the  redudlions,  attacked,  in  fmall 
parties,  fuch  other  Indians,  as  they  could  meet  with. 
But  they  had  foon  reafon  to  grow  fick  of  this  new 
attempt.  The  Neophytes  of  the  reduftioh  of  St. 
Therefa,  after  the  deftrudtion  of  that  town,  had 
fled  for  refuge  towards  the  great  river  Tebiquari  i 
and  fome  wild  Indians,   even  of  thefe  in  alliance 
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with  the  Mamelus,  happening  to  meet  with  a 
party  of  them,,  joined  them  as  friends,  and  were 
deceived  as  fuch.  But,  when  the  Banditti  leaft  ex- 
pected it,  they  fell  upon  them,  cut  them  to  pieces  ; 
and  then  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  reduc- 
tions on  the  Parana.  Other  wild  Indians,  who  had 
been  attacked  by  two  other  parties  of  thefe  ban- 
ditti, having  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  the  bet- 
ter of  them,  maflacred  them  all  without  mercy. 
From  thefe  little  lofles,  which  ferved  greatly  to 
keep  the  new  chriftians  upon  their  guard,  they 
reaped  as  confiderable  advantages,  as  from  their 
viftories,  which  had  coft  twelve  hundred  Mamelus 
their  lives,  and  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  their  aux- 
iliary troops.  The  chief  of  thefe  advantages  was  the 
re-union  of  almofl:  ail  thofe,  who,  for. fear  of  being 
made  flaves,  had  fled  from  the  reductions,  and 
the  releafe  of  feveral,  whom  the  Mamelus  had, 
even  lately,  carried  off,  and  whom  they  could  not 
now  keep  Co  good  a  watch  upon,  on  account  of 
the  perpetual  apprehenfions  they  were  under  of 
being  taken  themfelves. 

^  The  reductions,  at  this  time,  enjoyed  a 

^  *  tranquility  fb  much  the  more  agreeable,  as 
it  feemed  no  longer  in  the  power  of  the  Mamelus 
to  interrupt  it ;  and  the  form  of  their  government 
had  almofl  attained  the  perfection,  in  which  we 
now  behold  it.  Thofe  in  the  two  provinces  of  Pa- 
rana and  Uruguay  amounted  to  twenty-nine,  in- 
cluding fuch  as  had  been  lately  repaired ;  and 
each  had  two  priefts,  very  much  taken  up  in  re- 
viving the  fervour  of  the  Neophytes,  greatly  abated 
by  their  late  misfortunes,  efpecially  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Uruguay  ;  and  in  taking  proper  m<ea- 
fures  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  among  them.  But, 
though  the  Mamelus  durft  not  attack  the  reduc- 
tions, they  prowled  about  the  woods  and  defarts  in 
prder  to  carry  off  all  the  Indians  they  could  meet . 
.  ^  with; 
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with  ;  and  a  great  number  of  Indians,  that  it  had 
sot  as  yet  been  poffible  to  rally,  fell  into  their 
handsy  and  were  very  cruelly  treated  by  them. 
Thefe  banditti  having  attempted  the  vu-tue  of 
their  female  captives,  murdered  a  widow,  who 
had  refufed  to  comply  with  their  brutal  paf^ 
fion ;  a  body  of  the  Neophytes,  as  ibon  as  the 
report  of  thefe  difbrders  reached  the  redudti^ 
ons,  took  the  field »  purfued  the  mifcreants  to 
the  mountains  of  Tape ;  killed  the  greateil  part 
of  them ;  and  delivered  upwards  of  two  thouland 
captives,  among  whom  there  happened  to  be  feve- 
ral  infidels,  who  gave  themfclves  up  to  their  deli- 
verers ;  and,  in  a  ftiort  time,  became  excellent  chrif- 
tians.  This  fucceis  at  laft  convinced  the  Mamelus^ 
that  it  was  dangerous  for  them  to  appear  even  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  redufticms. 

But,  while  the  Jefuits  and  the  new  chriftians 
were  triumphing  over  a  foreign  enemy,^they  were 
daily  approaching  the  danger  of  being  ruined  by  a 
domeftic  one.  This  was  the  celebrated  Don  Ber- 
nardin  de  Cardenas,  born  in  the  city  of  la  Plata, 
of  a  very  noble  family,  who  had  entered  very 
young  into  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  in  which,  be- 
fides  leading  a  moft  mortified  life,  he  made  fuch 
a  figure,  both  as  a  preacher  and  a  miffionary,  that, 
though  he  had  been  firft  ftripped  of  the  guar- 
dianfhip  of  the  convent  at  la  Plata,  on  ac- 
count of  his  indifcretions,  and  afterwards  filenced, 
he  was,  through  the  reconimendation  of  one  of  the 
principal  magiftrates  of  the  country,  named  by 
his  catholick  majcfty  to  the  biftioprick  of  the  Af- 
iumption.  Don  Bcrnardin  had  no  fooner  received 
the  news  of  his  promotion,  than  he  immediately 
began  to  take  all,  if  not  more  liberties  in  the  dio- 
cefeof  la  Plata,  than  it  entitled  him  to  in  his  own. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  he  gave  the  archbifliop 
juft  reafon  to  write  him  a  letter  civilly  requeftic^ 

him 
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him  to  go  and  govern  that,  to  which  he  had  been 
named,  in  conformity  to  the  king's  brevet,  till  he 
fliould  receive  his  bulls,  and  be  confecrated ;  it  be- 
ing  cuftomary  with  the  chapters  of  South  America, 
as  foon  as  they  receive  the  king's  brevet,  to  chufe 
the  perfon  named  in  it,  to  govern  the  diocefe. 

Don  Bernardin,  convinced  that  this  requeft  was 
but  a  civil  order,  with  which  his  metropohtan 
could  foon  find  means  to  make  him  comply,  imme- 
diately withdrew.  But,  as  he  did  not  chufe  to  ap- 
pear at  the  AlTumption  till  he  had  been  confecrated, 
he  repaired  to  Saka  in  the  diocefe  of  Tucuman, 
where,  on  the  ftrength  of  a  letter,  (the  authenticity 
of  which  has  never  been  proved,  which,  befides, 
was  dated  about  eighteen  months  before  his  being 
liamed  to  the  biftioprick  of  the  Aflumption,)  from 
a  cardinal  at  Rome,  mentioning  the  expedition  of 
his  bulls,  the  jefuits  fettled  there  gave  him  ^n  opi- 
nion in  writing,  that  he  might  be  confecrated,  with- 
out having  them  to  prefent,  The  jefuits  of  the 
univerfity  of  Corduba,  when  wrote  to  for  a  con  • 
firmation  of  this  opinion,  flatly  contradicted  it. 
But  Don  Bernardin  fupprefled  this  letter  ;  and,  by 
producing  the  opinion  of  the  jefiiits  at  Salta,^re- 
vailed  on  Don  Melchicor  Maldonado,  bifliop  of 
Tucuman,  to  confecrate  him. 

Some  time  after  Don  Bernardin  embarked  on  the 
Parj^uay  for  the  Aflumption.  On  entermg  his 
diocefe,  he  difcovered  two  barks  with  deputies  oil 
board,  fent  to  compliment  him  in  the  name  of  all 
the  difFerent  orders  of  that  capital,  andprefent 
him  with  all  manner  of  refrelhments.  Thefii 
barks  were  followed  by  feveral  others  full  of  peo-r 
jrie  of  all  rsuiks,  impatient  to  fee  a  biftiop,  of  whom 
they  had  heard  foch  wonders.  At  ni^tfall,-  he 
b^ged  they  might  withdraw,  and  leave  hira  t§ 
himfelf ;  but  the  deputies  anfwered,  that  diey  could 
vpt  leave  hkn,  being  charged  to  have  a  AriiSt  eye 

to 
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to  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon ;  but  that  they  would 
take  the  greateft  care  not  to  interrupt  his  reft. 
Towards  midnight,  they  were  greatly  furprized  to 
find  themfelves  awakened  by  a  long  and  fevere  dis- 
cipline, which  the  prelate  gave  hinifelf ;  and,  as 
the  fame  thing  happened  the  following  nights ;  and 
he  every  day  pontificaUy  celebrated  the  divine  myf- 
teries,  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
try continually  rang  with  the  bleflings  given  him  by 
both  Indians  and  Spaniards,  feveral  of  whom  potted 
to  the  capital,  to  announce  the  arrival  of  a  fecond  St. 
Thomas. 

Don  Bernardin  landed  four  leagues  from  the  city, 
and  entered  a  farm-houfe  belonging  to  the  jefuits, 
who  were  affembled  there  to  receive  him,  and  were 
greatly  furprized  at  the  reception  he  gave  them, 
confidering  that  he  had  exprefl'ed  the  greateft  indig- 
nation at  their  brethren  of  Corduba.  But  the  pre- 
late had  his  reafons  for  behaving  in  this  manner. 
Refolved,  as  he  was,  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  biftiop- 
rick  the  minute  he  arrived  at  the  Affumption,  he 
was  afraid  of  encreafing  the  oppofition  he  might 
meet ;  and  judged,  that  the  jefuits,  though  they 
did  not  approve  his  proceedings,  would  have  difcre- 
tion  enough  not  to  blame  them.   * 

Don  Bernardin  no  fooner  reached  the  Aflump- 
tion,  than,  without  waiting  to  be  chofen  by  his 
chapter  to  exercife  the  epifcopal  fundtions,  'till 
his  bulls  fhould  arrive,  he  began  to  aft  the  part  of 
a  birtiop  in  every  refpeft.  This  determined,  the 
moft  refpedtable  part  of  it,  both  for  number  and 
authority,  not  only  to  oppofe  his  exercifing  any  ju- 
rifdidtion,  but  even  to  feparate  from  him,  in 
order  to  celebrate  the  divine  myfteries  in  fome 
pther  church.  None  of  the  regular  clergy,  ex- 
.  cept  the  jefuits,  had  a  church  fit  for  their  recep- 
tion ;  and  the  feculars  were  afraid  to  give  them 
pny,  Jeft  they  might  incur  the  dilpleafure  of  their 

new 
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new  bilhop.  The  jefuits,  therefore,  lent  them 
theirs  ;  but  not  till  they  had  good  reafon  to  think, 
that  Don  Bernardin  would  not  be  offended  at  it. 

This  irregularity  in  Don  Bernardin  was  foon 
followed  by  feveral  others  ;  fuch  as  taking  the  pa- 
rifties,  that  became  vacant,  into  his  own  hands, 
as  well  as  the  revenues  of  them,  and  faying  mafs 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
not  priefts  enough  to  anfwer  the  neceflities  of  his 
flock.  But,  his  mortified  life,  his  care  to  make 
his  priefts  punftually  celebrate  mafe,  and  his  affi- 
duity  to  celebrate  it  himfelf  pontifically,  after 
affifting  on  his  knees  at  thofe  faid  by  his  priefts, 
joined  to  his  daily  exhortations,  made  fuch  an  im- 
preflion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  to  make 
moft  of  them  overlook,  wh^t  otherwise  they  could 
not  fail-  to  difcover  amifs  in  his  proceedings. 

The  perfon,  whofe  efteem  Don  Bernardin  wilh- 
ed  moft,  in  all  appearance,  to  acquire,  was  the 
governor,  Don  Gregorio  de  Hiniftrofa,  whom, 
therefore,  as  well  as  his  brother,  father  Hiniftrofa, 
a  friar,  he  received,  when  they  came  to  the  cathe- 
dral, with  unufal  honours,  which  the  governor 
often  repaid  with  an  ill-placed  complaifance,  that 
the  biftiop  never  failed  to  make  his  advantage  of. 
Accordingly,  it  was  not  long,  before  Don  Bernar- 
din, taking  it  into  his  head  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
fee  executed  a  fcntence  of  demolition,  pafled  fome 
time  before,  by  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  on 
one  of  the  convents  of  the  city,  for  having  been 
built  without  the  king's  leave,  he  brought  the 
governor  to  affift  him ;  though  no  complaint  had 
been  made  of  the  inhabitants  againft  the  owners, 
-who,  befides,  there  is  great  reafon  to  think  had 
obtained  a  refpite  of  the  fentence,  till  the  pleafure 
of  the  Spauilh  court  could  be  known  on  the  occa- 
fioo. 

SOMS 
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Some  time  after  this,  Don  Bernardin  received* 
the  pope's  bulls,  and  the  king's  brevets  ;  and  took 
care  to  read  them  himfelf  to  his  flock  ;  omitting 
however,  Ibme  claufes  in  the  fir  ft,  which  deftroyed 
their  validity,  in  confequence  of  the  irregularities 
attending  his  confecration.  He  then  made  a  dif- 
courfe  luitable  to  the  occafion,  and  concluded  it 
by  faying,  that  nobody,  he  hoped,  would  any 
longer  doubt  of  his  being  invefted  with  unlimited 
power,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal. 

The  governor  thought  proper  to  diflemble,  for 
the  preient,  the  offence  which  it  was  impoffible 
for  thefe  words  not  to  give  him.  But  he  ibon 
Ihewed,.  that  he  paid  very  little  regard  to  them,  by 
fending  to  prifon  one  Moralez,  an  ofEcer  of  the 
inquilition,  who  had  quarrelled  with  a  civil  officer  ; 
and  even  threatening,  it  is  faid,  to  hang  him.  Tht 
biftiop,  informed  <m  every  thing  by  his  nephew,  a 
friar  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  on  whom,  though 
unworthy  of  them,  by  the  fecular,  or  rather  diffo- 
lute,  life  he  led,  he  had  heaped  many  favours,  on 
account  of  his  having  brought  him  his  bulls  and 
brevets  ;  and  fpirited  up  by  his  reprefenting  to  him 
the  right  of  Moralez  not  to  be  prdecuted  in  any 
fecular  tribunal,  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
prifon,  with  the  holy  facrament  in  his  hands,  to 
demand  the  difcharge  of  Moralez ;  and,  on  the 
gaoler's  refufing  to  comply,  ordered  a  table  to  be  * 
brought  out,  and  placed  the  velfel,  carrying  the 
holy  lacrament,  upon  it. 

The  redor  of  the  college,  who  happened  to 
come  by,  while  the  biftiop  and  his  attendants  were 
waiting  to  fee  Moralez  difcharged,  having  exhauft:* 
ed,  to  no  purpofe,  all  his  rhetorick,  at  the  impro-^ 
pfiety  of  expofmg  the  facrament,  and  even  the 
epifcopal  dignity,  in  fuch  a  place,  and  on  fuch  an 
occafion  ;  and  thinking  that  the  releafe  of  Morale* 
would  be  the  leaft  of  the  two  evils,  repaired  to  the 

governor. 
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governor,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  confent  to 
it.  Don  Bernardin,  not  fatisfied  with  this  vii^ory, 
thought  proper  to  fend  to  the  governor  for  the 
money  and  papers  feized  at  Moralez's  houfe  ;  and 
the  governor  was  weak  enough  to  return  them,  in 
ipite  of  all  the  remonftrances  of  his  brother  againft 
it, '  who,  tho'  an  ecclefiaftick,  and  even  a  friar,  had 
too  much  good  fenfe  and  ipirit,  not  to  openly  cen- 
fure  the  indecency  and  illegality  of  the  bifliop's 
proceedbgs. .  Don  Bernardin  then  gave  Moralez 
the  tonfure  and  the  minor  orders,  thinking  there- 
by to  keep  him  ftill  further  out  of  the  governor's 
reach.  This  adventure  proved  ample  matter  of 
joke  to  many,  who  could  fee,  with  indifference,  the 
J5>iritual  power  (o  abufed,  and  the  civil  {o  delpifcA 
It  was,  they  faid,  to  be  wiftied,  that  the  hiihop 
and  the  governor  Ihould  never  a^ree,  fince  their 
agreeii^  had  produced  the  demolition  of  a  church  ^ 
and  their  di&greeing,  the  enlargement  of  a  pri- 
foner* 

Whatever  thegovemor's  motives  might  be,  in 
thus  tamely  Submitting  to  the  indignities  offered 
him  by  the  bifhop,  he  foon  proved  that  it  was  not 
avarice.  The  bifhop,  having  exprcffed  a  liking 
for  fome  plotc  of  his,  as  fit  for  the  churchy 
the  governor  immediately  fcnt  it  to  him,  and  or- 
leered  it  to  be  prefented  to  him  in  the  church,  that 
the  people  might  fee  that  he  retained  no  animolityi 
againil  him.  In  return,  the  bifhop,  on  receivii^ 
the  prefent,  fpoke  gready  in  fiivour  of  the  gover** 
nor  i.  but.  he  had,  it  feems,  his  views  in  fo  doing : 
for  the  moment  he  had  finifhed  his  harai^e  to 
^  P^ple,  he  called  to  the  governor's  mefrengcrs, 
^Qd  told  them,  that  all  he  now  wanted  was  tho 
bafpn  and  «wers  which  he  had  fcen  at  thdr  maker's. 
Pon  Gr^orio,  on.  hearing  it,  immediately  fcnt 
them,  with  aflkr^uptces^  tbat  he  had  nothing  to  whidtii 
Pc^igeiwectict  w«sLnfit.imfe&ly  wtkome* 

This 
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This  was  promifing  too  much,  to  one  of  Dod 
Bernardin's  charafter  ;  accordingly,  Don  Gregorio 
had  foon  reafon  to  repent  it.  Thefe  fipft  demands 
of  the  bifhop  were  immediately ,  followed  by  fuch 
others,  as  the  governor  could  not  comply  with, 
without  betraying  the  rights  of  others,  as  he  had 
before  done  his  own  ;  and  his  refilfal  to  comply, 
with  fuch  indecent  ufage,  as  the  governor  could 
not  help  returning,  by  reproaching  the  bifliop  with 
his  avarice,  and  the  fcandals  he  permitted  in  his 
houfe.  The  bifliop,  pierced  to  the  quick  by  fuch 
unexpeAed  accufations,  the  more  mortifying  by 
beingjuft,  afFeftedto  confider  them  as  a  calumny  ; 
and  a  few  days  after  excommunicated  the  gover- . 
nor,  who,  thereupon,  rather  than  give  occafion  to 
any  fcandal,  voluntarily  abfented  himfelf  from  a 
proceffion,  in  which  he  was  to  carry  the  royaJ 
ftandard. 

Great  as  the  governor's  rftoderation  muft  have 
been,  to  behave  in  this  manner,  it  did  not  fatisfy 
father  Cardenas,  the  bifliop's  nephew,  who,  there- 
fore, infulted  him  openly  in  the  ftreets.  Though 
the  governor  made  no  return  to  thefe  infults,  for 
the  prefent,  but  by  defiring  father  Cardenas,  not 
to  tempt  him  any  further ;  he  did  not  forget  them ; 
and  he  accordingly  came  (bme  days  after,  with  an 
armed  force,  to  feije  him  in  his  uncle's  palace/ 
But  not  only  father  Cardenas  flipt  out  of  his  hands, 
but  the  bilhop  excommunicated  him  again,  with 
all  the  foldiers  who  accompanied  him  ^  and  at  the 
ikme  time,  impofed  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns  upon 
every  one  of  them. 

But,  when  the  bifliop's  anger  cooled  a  little,  he 
thought  better  of  the  matter,  and  fent  word  to 
the  governor,  that  he  was  very  well  difpofed  to 
ablblve  him.  Though  Don  Gregorio  made  no 
great  account  of  the  firfl:  excommunication,  the 
fccond  gave  him  fome  uncafinds  j  fo  that  he  was 
:   .  very 
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very  glad  that  the  bifhop  fhould  thus,  of  himfelf, 
offer  to  abfolve  him.  He,  therefore,  immediately 
repaired  to  the  epifcopal  palace,  and  threw  himfelf 
on  his  knees,  the  moment  he  came  into  the  bilhop's 
prefence.  The  biftiop  furprized  and  difconcerted, 
did  the  fame-  The  governor,  then,  called  for  the 
bifliop's  hand,  to  kifs  it.  The  biftiop,  in  his  turn, 
defired  to  kifs  the  governor's;  and  would  have 
done  it,  if  the  redlor  of  the  college,  who  happened 
to  be  prefent,  had  not  interpofed.  To  fee  the  go- 
vernor, and  the  biftiop,  placed  oppofite  to  each 
other,  in  this  pofture,  it  would  have  been  hard  to 
guefe,  which  was  the  judge,  and  which  the  culprit; 
At  length,  the  biftiop  abfolved  the  governor  and 
his  foldiers  from  the  ecclefiaftical  cenfure,  which 
they  had  incurred  ;  but  infifted  on  the  latter's 
paying  the  fine  of  fifty  crowns,  impofed,  upon 
them. 

By  this  time,  the  biftiop  had  taken  fuch  a  liking 
to  the  (piritual  arms  of  the  church,  which  ougjlt 
never  to  be  ufed,  but  againft  fpiritual  tranf^reflbrs 
guilty  of  fcandal,  and  merely  to  deprive  them  of 
a  participation  in  fpiritual  matters  ;  that  he  em- 
ployed them,  indifferently,  againft:  all  ^tranigref- 
fors,  and  in  all  matters ;  fo  as  to  bring  them,  at 
lafl:,  into  almofl:  general  contempt.  He  affected 
to  cbnfider  every  one,  who  gave  him  any  perlbnal 
affront,  as  an  enemy  to  the  church  ;  and  every 
one  who  (hewed  him  any  perfonal  refpeft,  as  her 
friend.  The  governor,  on  his  fide,  betrayed  great 
weaknefs  in  the  exercife  of  his  temporal  authority ; 
fometimes  carrying  it  farther  than  there  was  any 
occafion  for  ;  and,  at  other  times,  (hewing  equal 
remiffnefs  in  the  exercife  of  it:  But,  though  the 
bi(hop  was  much  more  to  blame  than  the  governor, 
the  great  (hew  of  piety  which  he  ftill  made,  ac- 
companied by  a  great  flow  of  eloquence,  inter- 
mixed with  tears  and  fighs,  and  the  affeftatlon  of 
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fome  extraordinary  gifts,  fo  captivated  th^  genera- 
lity of  his  diocefe,  that  h^  was  permitted  to  go  tfae 
moft  unufuai  lengths ;  excomixmnicatiQg  the  go- 
vernor again  and  again,  and  the  other  officer^  moft 
neceffary  to  the  due  adminiftration  of  civil  juftice  \ 
and  taxing  their  abfolution  at  n^oft  extraordiAary 
fums,  in  matters  not  within  his  jurifdidion;  :gr, 
if  they  were,  for  offences  fo  flight  in  then^ve^, 
or  committed  in  confequence  ot  fuch  provocation, 
as  by  no  means  to  deferve  any  extraordinary  aiji- 
madverfion.  At  length,  he  repeatedly  interai<3;ed 
feveral  convents,  and  even  almoft  all  the  churches 
and  priefts  of  the  capital,  from  9,  ijpirit  of  isfwt- 
ment  againil  a  few  individuals. 

As  the  governor  had  but  too  jull  reafw  to  coa-^ 
elude,  that  father  de  Cardenas,  befides  his  having 
infult^  the  royal  authority,  in  the  perfon  ,of  the 
king's  reprefentative,  and  difturbed  the  pid)lic 
peace  by  his  conver&tion  and  libels,  was  the  ^ef 
'promoter  of  all  his  uncle*s  viqlquce^,  he,  evj^n 
without  confolting  fcis  brother^  took:  him  oj>^  flight, 
;  b3r^  force^  out  of  the  Frujpifcao  conv|pi^  Jbe 
guardian  ci  which  had  refijifed  to  give  trirn  up  by 
lair  means,  oh  pretence  of  his  being  of  the  bi(bop> 
houfliold,  as  th^  bifliop  had  done  -before^  on  pre- 
tence of  his  belpnging  to  the  .convent ;  xjrdere^ 
him  to  be  left,  bound  hand  and.  foot,  on  an  emi~ 
nence  in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river :  and,  when  he  had  remitined  therjs  for  twp 
days,  in  that  condition,  without  any  nouriftupept^ 
or  any  bed  to  lie  on,  but  tfes  bajre  cartl^  and 
expofed  to  all  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and 
.ftings  of  every  kin^  of  infedl,  fent  him  to  Corri- 
entes,  on  board  an  Indian  bark,  wrajq)ed  tip  in  a 
woman's  cap  and  cloak,  and  with  a  very  ih^ 
quantity  of  bifcuit  ^d  fait  meat  to  fubfift  on,  du^ 
ring  the  voyage.  On  the  other  hand,  the  biflipp 
fufpeftiRg  fatthsr  Hwftrofa  to  be  the  chief  prpr 
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moter  of  this  violence  of  his  brother,  and  the  fyirk 
of  reiiftence  he  now  he^m  to  (hew,  banifhed  htm 
tfaediocefe. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  was  conftifion  m  the  ca* 

Eital.  The  governor  and  the  biihqp  no  longer 
ept  any  measures  with  each  other  ^  and  a]i  the 
inmbttants  fided  with  one  or  the  other,  accordiisg 
as  their  views  or  interefts  diredtied  them«  Don 
Gregorio  aimed  at  nothing  leis  than  making  him- 
ielf  mafter  of  the  bifliop's  peribn,  who,  on '  his 
fide,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  feize  that  of 
the  governor,  when  he  thought  he  had  fufficiently 
inflamed  hi&  flock  againit  him  4  and  ndthing  was 
now  to  he  heard,  in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  but 
che  .cc3i!ifufed  and  alarming  noile  of  bells,  drums, 
and  trumpets. 

THEJdijHtswereamongftthde,  who  alternately 
experienced  Don  Bemardin's  good  or  ill-will; 
and  that,  very  often,  in  one  and  the  &me  day, 
both  from  the  pu^it,  and  in  private  converfation. 
In  his  firft  letters  to  the  king,  he  rqprefented  them 
as  the  only  eccleiiafticks  diuy  qualified  for  the  ar^ 
duous  taik  of  civilizing,  and  convertmg  the  In- 
dians But  he,  at  length,  fi>  entirely  changed  his 
note,  that  he  inveighed  againfl:  them,  as  peribns 
guilty  of  hig^  treaibn,  by  depriving  the  crown  of 
fi)  many  vafiak ;  and  even  rapine,  by  robbing  the 
fiibjeds  of  {o  maxky  fervants ;  thoi^h  he  could  not 
but  know,  that  their  (Irenuous  defence  of  the  In« 
dians,  from  the  drudgery  of  perfbnal  fervice,  was 
what  had  mofl:  contributed  to  their  fucce&  in 
reducing  them, 
g  Doiji:  Bernardin,  at  kft,  tired  with  that 

*^  *  Gonfulion,  of  which  he  had  been  the  fble 
author,  and  not  having  difcretion  or  r^olution 
enou^  to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  abiblving  the  ob- 
Jeds  of  his  anger  and  avarice  from  the  heavy  cx- 
CQomiunications  and  fines  he  had  impofed  upon 
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them,  thought  the  beft  thing  he  could  do,  was  to 
leave  them  411  to  themfelves.  He  therefore  em- 
barked on  the  Par^uay,  on  Whitfun-eve,  leaving 
with  his  yicar  a  written  order,  for  the  interdidlion 
of  divine  fe'rvice,  in  all  places  where  the  governor 
might,  happen  to  be.  But  the  chapter,  out  of  re^ 
foeft  to  fo  great  a  folemnity,  hindered  the  vicar 
from  publifliii^  it,  till  the  Monday  following ; 
when  uie  names  of  the  governor  and  feveral  others 
were  found  ftuck  up  on  the  excommunication  table 
without  any  caufe  being  ailigned  for .  excommuni- 
cating them.  Many  perfons  confidered  ib  irregu* 
lar  an  a£t,  as  null  and  void  in  it(elf;  ib  that  fcmie 
churches  were  kept  conft^dy  open,  and  odiers 
conftantly  ftiut.  The  governor,  in  particular,  al- 
ledged,  that,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  he  could 
not  be  confidered  as  a  peribn  exteriorly  ex- 
communicated, and  that  he  ought  to  be  abfolved. 
The  jefuits,  being  obliged  to  fpeak  on  the.  occafion, 
gave  it  as  their  opinion^  that,  as  he  had  no  war  on 
his  hands,  he  (hould,  however,  to  avoid  giving 
fcandal,  confider  himfelf  as  fuch,  till  abfolved  by 
the  biftiop  hinifelf  But  the  friars  pf  two  other 
convents  deciding,  that  the  vicar-^eneral  ought  to 
abfolve  him,  Don  Gregorio  went,  for  that  purpofe, 
at  the  head  of  his  garrifon,  to  the  vicar*s  hotife, 
and,  on  his  refufing  to  do  it,  ordered  the  doors 
and  windows  to  be  nailed  up  ;  and  then  fent  him 
word,  that,  till  he  did,  no  one  (hould  be  per- 
mitted to  go  in  or  out.  But  the  vicar- general 
holding  out  notwithftanding,  the  governor,  tired 
with  waiting,  difmifled  his  troops,  and  retired. 

On  his  return  home,  he  caufed  depofitions  to  be 
taken  of  all  the  diforders  committed  or  occa- 
lioned  by  Don  Bernardiq,  fince  his  arrival  in  his 
diocefe  i  and  fent  theni  to  the  royal  audience  of 
Gharcas.  Don  Bernardin,  on  the  news  of  it,  fent 
Ibme  memorials  to  the  fame  tribunal,  in  which  he 

charged 
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charged  the  governor,  upon  oathj  with  the  moft 
odious  crimes.  .  This,  however,  proved  a  fortu- 
nate ftep  for  both  the  governor  and  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  as  it  furnifhed  father  TruxiUo,  a  Fran- 
cifcan,  whom  the  biihop  had  appointed  his  vice- 
gerent and  viouT'general,  with  full  power  to  take 
off  the  interdict  and  abfolveofallcenfur.es,  ajuft 
motive  for  reftoring  tranquility.  For,  finding,  that 
both  iiiterdift  and  exconununications  were  fo  ill 
grounded  he  took  them  all  off,  in  confideration 
of  the  affair  being  removed,  both  as  civil  and  cri- 
minal, -  before  t^e  •  fuperior  tribunals ;  and  the 
parties  excommunicated  binding  themfelves  in 
body  and  goods  ^o  fubmit  to  the  fentence  of  fuch 
fuperior  courts.  This  ftep  of  father  Truxillo'swas 
productive  of  what  fome  deeoied,  a  ftill  happier 
confequence : .  it  .produced  in  .Don  Bernardin  fo 
violent  a  hurrj^  to  get  back ;  to  the  Alfumption, 
that,  though  he  :had,  taken.  int?o  his  head  to  vifit 
the  redudlions  under  the  jeiuits,  whicfe  might  ha^e 
poffibly  been,  ruined,  even  by  his  z^l  to  forward ; 
them  .J  and  one  of  their  paftors  was  come  to  conr-. 
dui3t  him,  with  a  party  of  Indians,  and  every 
thing  requifite  XQ  make  his  vifit  fafe  and  agreeable 
to  him;  hejuft  g^vehimfelf  time  to  pafs  through 
one  of  them. 

But  great  as.  his  hurry  was,  he  thoi^ht  proper 
to  ftop  ihort  at  Yag^aron,  a  large  Indian  town 
eight  leagues  from  the  Affumption ;  ^d,  to  avoid 
being  interrupted  there,  iffued  a  ftrong  order,  for- 
bidduig  all  perfons,  except  the  regular  clergy,  to 
come  there  without  his  leave,  under  pain  of  excom- 
munication, and  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns.  Having  after- 
wards invited,  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  Don 
Di^  Pontius  de  Leon,  treafurer  of  his  clmpter ; 
and  Don  Ferdinand.  Sanchez,  another  of  his  canons ; 
tp  ccHiie  and  fee  him  y  inftead  of  giving  them  the  re- 
ception they  expedted,  he  abufed  them  as  traitors  to 
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their  bifliop  and  the  church ;  and  then,  withoiit 
permitting  them  to  utter  a  fingle  fyllable,  ordered 
them  to  be  (hut  up  leparatdy  in  diflferent  rooms, 
where  they  continued,  in  i^tc  of  aD  the  fiipenors  of 
the  federal  convents  of  the  Aflumption  could  do,  for 
the  Q5Rce  of  forty  days,  when  they  had  the  good 
fortune  to  make  their  efcape ;  the  treafurer,  to  Cor- 
rientes;  the  canonj  to  the  Aflumption,  where 
he  took  refuge  in  tl^  houfe  of  the  governor;  who 
gave  him  a  very  frieridly  reception. 

Now,  at  length,  Don  Gregprky,  thefe  two  eccle- 
iia{licks>  and  afi  others  who  Mriflied  well  to  the  go- 
vernor, or  ill  to  the  Ibiihop,  bqgan  to  deliberate  on 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  from  the  jurrHidHon 
rf  a  prelate,  who^  according  t^  the  opinion  of  the 
vice-provincials  of  the  firancifcans  atid  dominitans, 
ftrorigty  fupported  by  the  canons  arguments,  never 
had  any ;  and  fooa  refcrfved  upon  doing  it.  But, 
unfortunately  for  the  ^ce  rf  the  -province,  the' 
bilhop  happening  to  get  intelligence  of^it,  publiflied 
ah  ordinance  declaring  nirfl  and  void  all  tfe  abfolu- 
tions  given  by  father  Truxillo.  Soon  afta*,  he 
published  a  fentenee  of  ejcccxnmunication  aj^nft 
the  treafiirer  and  canem ;  an  inhibiti<5n  to  treat  widr 
or  even  fpeak  to  the  governor;  and  at  length  bid 
the  whole  city  under  an  interdict,  Chrifbrm  day 
ajad  that  of  tJie  circumcifion,  in  the  diurch  of  the 
coHege  only  eiocepted.  At  the  fame  tiriie,  he 
thought  proper  to  add  to  thefe  difbrders  by  «- 
emp^ng,  of  his  own  authority,  feveral  Indians 
bound  to  perfbnal  fervice ;  p^rtictikrly  all  thofc  be- 
longing to  the  J>eribns  he  had  excommunicated. 

The  governor,  deeply  affefted  at  fo  many^dlBii'- 
ders,  and  unable  to  remedy  them,  the  fear  pebpte 
h&d  conceived  of  the  bifliop  having  atmoft  entvely^ 
annihilated  his  authority,  at  latft .  refciyed  to  be 
reconciled  to  hkn,  and  repareji  for  Aat  purptife^to 
Yaguaron,  ttttended  only  by  hSs^  ^retary  and  a 

-  few 
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few  officers.  Oa  Jhis  arrival^  he  could  not  find  a 
botfe  wiUinff :  to  receive  him,  nor  did  any  one  offer 
to  do  him  tne  Icaft  fervice ;  all  avoiding  him  as  an 
excommunicated  perfon.  However^  as  he  finccrc- 
ly  defired  to  be  abfolved,  he  refolved  to  drink  the 
eup  to  the  very  lees ;  and  Don  Bemardin,  on  his 
fide,  took  not  the  leoft  pains  to  leflen  the  bitterneft 
o£  it  Not  content  with  feeing  Don  Gregorio  at 
his  feet,  be  gave  him  only  a  conditional  abfolution 
nor  evea  thaty  uncill  he  had  bound  himielf  by  oath 
and  in  writiag,  to>  pay  a  fine  laiid  on  him  of  four 
thfsai&nd  arobes  of  the  herb  (^  Paraguay.  He 
even  thm^ht  proper  that  all  the  inhabitants  (hould 
be  witnefies  to  their  governcM^'s  humiliation ;  and, 
before  he  abfolved  him,  reprknimded  him  with  as 
fotle  cerenKutiy  as  he  woi^ld  have  done  a  man  of 
the  loweft  rank^  convided  of  the  moft  enormous 
tran^reffions. 

The  governor's  example  watffolbwed  by  a  great 
number  of  otheii  excommunicated  perfbns,  who 
repaired  to  Yaguaron  *  in  a  body,  thinking  they 
might,  thereby,  make  tiie  greater  impreflion  on 
the  bifliop ;  but  they  had  no  better  fuccefs.  Afiier 
taxing  them  with  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  and 
terrifyii^  many  of  them  by  the  relation  of  fome 
vifions,  in  which  he  pretended  that  not  only  all 
the  powers  he  had  aiTumed,  had  been  ratified  and 
enlarged,  but  the  ufe  he  had  made  of  them  approv-^ 
ed ;  and  infifting  that  all  nature  was  in  his  power 
to  dcftroy  the  enemies  erf"  the  church,  he  abfolved 
them  on  their  binding  themfelves,  by  oath  and  in 
writing,  to  pay;  fines,  which  not  one  of  them 
was  able  to  pay,.  Another  excommunicated  perfon, 
even  one  of  thofic  ^who  had  a  hand  in  the  car- 
ryii^  off  of  feithqr  de  Cardenas,  fucceeded  better 
by  the  following  ftratagem.  He  repaired  to 
Yaguaron  in  ihe  habit  of  a  penitent  with  a  fcourge 
in  his  hand;  and,  as  ibon  as  he  came  within  fi^t 
of  the  bilhop,  who  then  happened  to  be  in  the 

F  f  4  church, 
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church,  laid  the  ftrokes  on  his  (houlders  (b  heavily^ 
crying  out  all  the  while,  "  mo'cy,  mercy,"  that 
the  btfhop  took  him  up,  embraced  him,  loaded 
him  with  praifes  and  favours,  and  difinifled  him 
without  any  condition. 

On  the  Maundy  Thurfday  following,  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  judges  took  it  into  their  heads  to  open  an 
office  in  the  choir  to  receive  I  know  not  what  church 
dues ;  and  told  all  thofe  who  preiented  themfelves 
to  pay  them,  that,  if  they  had  oonununicated  with 
excommunicated  perfons,  they  had  themfelves  in- 
curred the  fame  cenfures,  and  could  not  be  ab- 
folved  from  them,  till  they  ftiould  bind  themfelves 
by  oath  and  in  writing,  to  fubmit  to  the  conditions 
that  rnight  be  imf^ofed  on  'them.  Moft  of  them 
figned  rather  than  b^  deprived  of  the  facraments  at 
fb  holy  a  feafbn.  Two,  who,  without  making  any 
fubmiffion,  had  flept  in  the  croud,  one  to  the  tribu- 
nal of  confeffion,  and  the  other  to  the  Lord's  table, 
were,  on  difcovery,  thrufl  out.  The  news  of  thefe 
abominable  proceedings  greatly  exafperated  the 
camp-mafler  general,  Don  Sebaftian  de  Leon,  who, 
having  been  excommunicated  Tby  the  bifhop,  chofe 
to  continue  fo,  rather  than  fubmit  to  be  the  vidim 
of  his  avarice,  or  rather  that,  of  thofe  about  him, 
and  the  tool  of  his  vefagcance  againfl  the  governor. 
He,  therefore,  ref)^ir^  to  the  cathedral;  and,  after 
reproaching  the  judges  with  their  felling  their  TDsSr 
ter,  like  Judas,  threatened,  if  they  did  not  immedi- 
ately defifl  from  their  fim<»iiacal; dealings,  to  drive 
them  with  his  belt  out  of  the  houfe!of  God,  which 
^y  thus  profaned,  not  by  felling  beaffcs  and  birds 
for  tlie  facrifice,  but  the  facrifids  itfelf 
.This  military  ;reprimand  fuccceded  fb  well,  that 
^1}  thpfe,  who  had  not  as  yet  complied  with  the  con- 
diti(jns  required  of  them,  were  admitted  to  the  fa- 
craments without  it ;  and  thofe  who  had,  but  were 
imable  to  pay  the  tax  impofed  on.them,  had  it  re- 
duced 
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duced  to  one-fifth  by  the  licentiate,  Don  Francis 
Chaparro;  who,  afterwards,  on  the  bifliop's  dif- 
covering  what  he  had  done,  and  fining  him  thirty 
ihoufand  pounds  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  affem- 
bled  all  thofe  from  whom  he  had  taken  any  obliga- 
tions, tore  the  obligations  to  pieces ;  declaring  to 
the  perfons  who  had  given  them,  that  they  no 
longer  owed  any  thing. 

.  These  difbrders  wefjc  followed  by  ftill  greater ; 
the  biftiop  taking  upon  him  to  levy,  by  force,  the 
fines  impofed  by  him,  ib  as  to  fifl  the  whole  pro- 
vince with  terror  and  confufion,  efpecially  as  the 
Indians  given  in  command  were  treated  as  pri- 
vate property,  and  wrefted  from  their  encommen- 
deroes,  not  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  but  to  pafs  over  to 
the  fervice  of  the  biihop,  his  officers  and  confidants. 
In  a  word,  he  affumed  to  himfelf  the  exercife  of  all 
royial  as  well  as  epifcopal  jurifdi<5tion ;  the  gover- 
nor, for  a  long  time  not  intervening  further,  than 
to  refcue  out  of  his  hands  (bme  Indians,  whoni 
their  encommend^foes  had  forfeited,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay. 

This  vigorous  ftep  of  the .  governor  proved  the 
caufe  of  another  rupture  between  him  and  the  bi- 
ftiop, who  inunediately  fummoned  the  governor  to 
the  payment  of  his  fine  of  Paraguay,  (though  he  had 
already  paid  it  to  the  perjfon  commiffioned  by  the  bi- 
Ak^  to  receive  it)  h^nCt  it  had  never  reached  his 
hands,  having  periihed  on  the  way,  part  of  it  by 
being  put  on  board  a  leaky  boat,  and  the  reft  fome 
other  way.  Befides,  Don  Gregorio  irififted  that  he 
had  no  more  to  give.  Upon  this,  notwithftanding, 
Don  Bernardin  declared  the  governor  relapfed  into 
his  form^er  excommunication ;  thundered  out  a  new 
one  againft  him  for  new  exceiTes  againft  the 
church ;  and  forbid  all  manner  of  perfons  to  com-^ 
municate  with  him,  r^der  him  any  fervfce,  or 
ob^  him  tinder  the  fame  penalties,  and  that  of  be-* 

ing 


426  THE    HISTORY 

ing  baniihed  the  province/  Thefe  frdh  c%efie& 
againil  the  governor  were  foUowed  by  new  tnterdidU 
againft  the  ieveral  religious  or ders^  and  freih  outrages 
ag^inil  thejefuits  in  particular;  fb  that  inalbort 
time  it  became  dangerous  to  admmifter  any  ipirkual 
aifi  (lance  to  the  Tick,  though  the  town  was  afHiAed 
with  a  contagious  diieaie,  or  even  bury  the  dead 
in  confecrated  ground ;  tt^  btihop  refufi&g  to  take 
off  his  cenftires  in  ^te  c^  all  the  reprefentations 
made  to  him  by  the  moft  refpeAable  perions.  In 
ihe  midit  of  this  diibefs,  three  hundred  Gu^curus 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  capital,  to  the  great  terror 
of  the  inhal^imts,  wha  Hxw  the  hands  of  their 
governor  and  his  (^cers  tied  up  by  the  raih  decree 
of  the  prelate^  to  whom,  th^efore,  new  repreien- 
tations  were  made  by  the  chapter  in  a  body ;  the  in- 
liabitants  not  chufing  that  the  gqvemor,  however 
willinjg,  ihouM  leave  them  for  that  purpofe*  But 
the  bifhop  would  pay  no  regard  to  the  chapt^'s 
interpofition.  At  length,  however,  he  confentod 
to  take  off  the  interdift,  arid  fuipend  the  governor's 
excommunication .  for  fifteen  days,  on  hisgiYuag 
frefti  fecurity,  at  the  intearccffion  of  a  Drvota^  and 
ia  th«  mean  tinoje  the  Guaycurus  difappeaxed ;  but 
the  war  broke;  out  f^ain  between  the  bi(hop  aod 
the  governor  with  redoiAIcd  vidence  and  fury, 

>.  Pqn  Oregorio  had  iuft  received  a  l^ter 

^^  ^'  from  the  marquis  de  Ja  Mancera,  vicercy 
of  Peru,  with  orders  not  to  tolerate  any  longer  the 
oppreffion  under  which  the  iinhabitants  of  \ns  pro^ 
vioce  were  g)r?oa4iing,  nor  th^  conteinpt  of  bis  own 
authority ;  to  re-eftabli(h  every  thing  on  the  footing 
prdicribed  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  (  and  Oblige 
the  bi(hop  to  cOofine  himfelf  wtthm  tbs  boiind$  of 
his  jurifdidiont  which  was  n^crely  fpiritual  The 
gpv^ernor,  on  the  perufiJ  of  this  letter,,  felt  a  re- 
turn of  all  his  former  courag[e>  and  relcdved  to  ex^ 

ert  for  the  futu;*e  all  his  ri^ts^  bot  ha  did.  not 

fuf- 
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fufficiently  know  himfelf ;  at  the  fame  tim^  that  he 
had  to  d^  with  a  man,  to  whom  1^  had  but  too 
well  made  himfelf  known. 

The  governor  began  by  taking  a  general,  re- 
view o£  his  troqps ;  and  then  in  obedience  to  the 
viceroy,  ordered  ail  the  Portugueze  ellablifhed  at 
the  Aflumption  to  fet  oat  for  ^intafe ;  gave  no- 
tice to  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ca- 
pital,  that  he  intended  to  vifit  them ;  and  deiired 
they  might  hold  themfelves  in  readineis  to  execute 
the  orders  of  his  majcfty  with  which  he  was  entruft- 
ed.  Dcm  Bemardtn,  confidering  himfelf  as  the  ob- 
jeft  of  them,  immediately  fent  to  the  Affumption 
orders  to  declare  that  die  governor  (hould  be  ftitl 
Gonfidered  as  an  excommunicated  perfbn,  the  fif- 
teen days,  during  which  his  excommunication  had 
been  fui^nded,  being  elapfed ;  and  to  fco'bid  all 
iSast  itdiabitants  of  the  country,  whether  Spaniards 
or  firiians,  to  Join  him  on  pain  of  incurring  the 
heavieft  cenfores  he  could  lay  on  them. 

Don  Gregorio,  on  his  fide,  gave  out  that  he  was 
to  execute  a  very  important  commiffion  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  king ;  and  applied  in  his  majefly 's  name 
to  hi^rehis  cenfuJDCS  taken  off  -,  but  aU  the  anfwer 
he  could  obtain^  was^  that  the  bifhop  alone  could 
grant  his  requeft,  npm  which  he  itiunediately  fet 
out  for  Yaguaron.  On  his  arrival  at  Ita,  he  met 
the  licentiate  Don  P^ro  Navarro^  who  ferved  him 
with  an  order  in  wriring  not  to  proceed  any  further, 
oa  pain  of  a  major  excommiuiication,  and  a  heavy 
fine,  for  him  add  all  thofe  who  fhould  follow  him. 
Dcia  Gregorio  re&fed  to  liften  lo  this  adt,  on 
^tenoe  that  it  fhontd  be  ferved  by  a  notary, 
^xm  which  the  Kcentiaie  laid  the  town  under  an 
ioterdidt.  Don  Gvcgorio,  on  his^  arrivarat  Ya- 
guorbn,  went  ftraight «)  die  chtirch  with  all  his  reti- 
nae y  md  ibKt  fight  of  him  ftruck  fi>  much  toror 
Bemardin,  that  he  thought  proper  to  ab* 

folve 


428  THE    HISTORY 

(blve  him.  He  then  embraced  him ;  celebrated 
high  ma(s;  preached  according  to  cuftom  after 
the  gofpel ;  loaded  Don.  Gregorio  with  praifes  \ 
and  invited  him  to  dinner,  during  which  not  a 
word  was  iaid  of  their  pail  diflfentions.  Dinner 
being  over,  the  governor  requefted  the  biihop  to 
fufpend  the  interdi<5t  of  the  capital,  at  lead  till 
after  the  feaft  of.  Affumption,  by  which  it  w^ 
called  ;  and  the  biihop  very  gracioufly  complied  ^ 
fo  that  this  reconciliation  had  all  the  air  of  being  a 
very  perfedt  and  finccre  one. 
_  At  the  fame  time,  father  Lopez,  the  provincial 
of  the  Dominicans,  obtained  leave/ to  rebuild  the 
convent  of  his  order  at  the  Aflbraption,  which  the 
biftiop  had  demoli(hed  ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  the 
Afl'umption,  where^  by  the  bifliop's  orders,  he  was 
received  with  great  honours,  immediately  fet  about 
it.  This  favour  to  the  Dominicans :  was  attended 
with  marks  of  the  ftrongeft  diflike  to  the  jefiiits, 
whole  grammar  and  other  fchools  he  loon  after 
commanded  to  be  fliut  up.  •       •  /  '  . 

SoM  E  days  after  heijGTued  an  ordinance  depriving 
all  the  regular  priefts  of  the  power  of  preaching 
and  abfolving  ;  but  he  foon  reftored  it  to  them  aU, 
except  the jefuits.  The  re(5tor,.upon  this,  imme- 
diately waited  on  the  grand  vicar, ,  to  feeg  of  him  to 
order  all  the  priefts  of  his  houfe  to  be  examined  ; 
and,  if  he  judged  them  capable,  to  give  them  the 
fame  po\yers  he  had  done  to  others.  The  grand  vicar' 
anfwered  that  he  would  write  about  it  to  the  biihop  ^ 
and  he  did  fo,  accorcfegly.  The  biihop  anlwercd- 
that  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  capacity 
of  the  jefuits,  but  that  it  imported  the  fervice  of 
God  not  to  permit  them  to  adminifter  the  facra-^ 
ments,  or  preach.  He  could  not,  however,  be 
very  eafy  in  regard  iip  this  inhibition,  as  he  had  ob-= 
ferved  no  formality  in  ifluing  it ;  and  could  not 

doubt 
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4doubt  of  the  <:omplaint,  made  againft  Him  to  the 
royal  audience  of  Charcas,  having  made  great  im- 
preflion  on  the  members  of  it. 

For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  he  thought 
it  behoved  him  to  make  the  governor  approve 
of  his  defigns  againft  the  jefuits,  or  at  leaft  engage 
him  not  to  oppofe  them.  For  this  purpofe,  he  had 
feveral  conferences  with  him,  in  which  he  did  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  perfuade  him,  that  the  good 
intelligence,  which  reigned  between  them  for  fome 
time  after  his  arrival  in  his  diocefe,  would  never 
have  been  interrupted,  had  it  not  hten  for  a  fet  of 
men,  -  who  regulated  all  their  aftions  by  the  max- 
ims of  a  moft  dangerous  policy  ;  that  they  had, 
in  particular,  improved  the  carrying  off  of  father 
Cardenas,  to  exafperate  him ;  adding,  that  he  now 
plainly  faw  they  had  hurried  him  to  great  lengths  ; 
and  that  he  was  defirous  of  making  reparation  for 
any  excefs  committed  againft  him  ;  that  he  was 
ftill  the  more  diipofed  to  it,  by  what  he  had  heard 
of  his  family  from  the  provincial  of  the  Domini- 
cans, who  had  tcid  him,  among  other  things,  that 
he  had  a  daughter  in  Chili,  whofe  fortune  was 
neither  anfwerable  to  her  family  nor  her  merit ; 
that*  he  would  be  glad  to  contribute  to  eftablifh 
her  in  a  fuitable  manner  5  amtthat  he,  therefore, 
forgave  him  the  four  thoufend  crowns  he  ftill 
owed  for  the  abfolution  from  the  cenftires  he  had 
incurred  ;  that  he  would  render  a  favourable  ien- 
tence  in  regard  to  the  outrage  he  had  offered  his 
nephew,  by  expofing  properly,  the  excefTes  com- 
mitted by  that  religious  againft  his  perlbn.  To 
thefe  he  added  feveral  other  promifes,  and  conr 
eluded  by  aifuring  him,  that  he  would  always  have 
his  intereft  at  heart,  wheiie  it  did  not  clafh  with  the 
rights  of  the  church,  for  which  he  was  refolved  to 
facrifice  every  thing,  even  his  life,  as  every  good 
biftiop  ought  to  do. 

A 
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A  PEW  days  after,  Don  Gregcx'io received  aviiit 
from  the  provincial  of  the  Dominicans,  who  beffiin 
by  fpeaking  to  him  in  a  nianper  to  Jet  him  fee,  what 
chidfiy  eng^ed  Dcoi  Bemardin  to  wifli  to  be  re- 
ccMiciled  with  him.  This  father  opened  his  diA 
courfe  by  a  long  harangue  on  the  intereft  of  a  go- 
vernor to  remsun  inieparably  united  with  his  bifhc^ 
He  told  him,  that  both  religion  and  prudence  re- 
<]uired  he  ihould  f^xget  all  that  was  pall,  that  it  was 
idways  troubleiicmie,  and  often  dangerous,  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  fuperior  tribunals  ;  that  it  generally 
proved  detrimental  to  a  man's  character,  and  repu- 
tation (  that  there  occurred  feveral  things,  which  a 
prudent  man  ftiould  not  feem  to  take  iH>tice  of ; 
that,  even  in  cafes  where  a  biih<^  (hould  attempt 
;to  encroach  on  the  iecular  junfdii^ion,  it  was 
more  fecure  and  decent  to  make  up  matters  in  an 
amicable  manner,  than  to  proceed  to  open  vio- 
lence ;  and  that  by  the  letter  he  has  received  from 
the  viceroy,  this  appeared  likewife  to  be  his  ex- 
cellency's opinion;  in  a  word,  that  it  would  be 
worth  his  while  to  yield  fomething  to  live  upon 
good  terms  with  a  bilhop  like  Don  Bemardin  de 
Cardenas. 

Don  Gr^orb  has  fmce  affirmed,  that  &ther 
Lopez,  after  ^)eaking  to  him  in  this  aiannar,  af- 
fured  him  that  the  prelate  was  determined  to  drive 
the  jefuits  out  of  die  Affumption,  and  out  of  aU 
the  miflions  of  the  province  of  Parana,  that  hap- 
pened to  be  within  his  diocefe ;  and  that  he  made 
i)o  doubt  of  feeing  his  conduct  in  regard  to  them 
approved  by  the  .pope  and  his  cathdic  m%efly ; 
that  h^  advifed  him  not  to  intermeddle  in  this  af- 
lair,  as  Don  Bemardin  w|is  either  the  holiell  biihop 
i>{  God's  church,  or  the  wickedeft  man  on  the 
lice  of  the  earth  ;  and  that,  which  ever  he  was,  he 
^uld  only  be  a  loier  by  quarrelling  with  him;  that 
he,  the  governor^  had  anfwered,  thathe  had  taken 


OF    PARAGUAY.  431 

a  refolutioa  <sq  ^iff^rpJ:^  ev^y  thing  tliat  did  not 
aflfe^  his  hpQPpr  pr  agafcience  ;  but  that  he  would, 
^t  the  rifle  pf  his  fortune,  oppc^  the  expulfion  qf 
the  jefuitfi,  pf  any  other  religious  order  from  the 
province,  with  the  governjnent  of  which  the  king 
i^^  ma^^r  }»d  entrufted  him,  without  expre6  or- 
ders in  writiiig  frpip  hk  majefty. 

Father  ]Lppq;  po  fgooer  received  tliis  anfwer, 
than,  feeing  m  jigpger  a©y  appeaxance  of  being 
ajMe  to  reconcile  t^  bifhop  and  the  governor,  he 
Hiade  what  hfifte  he  aould  to  finiih  the  affairs  that 
brQiight  hiw  mto  Paraguay,  in  order  to  leave  a 
prpviope^  which  muft,  he  forefavr,  become  the 
ifeea^  pf  thf;  jpoft  horrid  coofufion ;  and  he  aiJ- 
pprdi^gly  fet  put  itgoQ  after.  The  prelate,  how- 
ever, had  DM*  aa  yet,  Joft  all  hopes  of  being  abie 
to  (ifiSS^V  ^e  gpvf  rnor'^  refolutjon  ;  and,  thcrc- 
j5>re,  did  <all  thai  Jay  in  bifi  power  to  perfuade  him, 
dlW  h§  WW  ihf  uniQ^rfU  of  his  friends.  Don 
Gregprio  faw  very  well  that  thefe  offers  of  the  bi- 
ftippj  werf  very  fti:  from  being  difintcrefled,  and 
r^eived  a  ferther  prooif  of  it  from  father  Lop 
Hiw&T^  )m  fWf  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftin, 
lately  returned  from  Yaguaron,  where,  on  his  ar- 
rivai  from  Chilij  be  west  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  the 

Father  Lope  informed  his  father,  that  he  had 
been  received  by  the  biftipp  wiih  the  greateft  ho- 
jiours,  jind  faluted  by  the  found  of  hautboys  ;  that 
the  pre^te  h^d  loaded  him  with  praifes,  and  marks 
pf  the  moA  cordial  frieadfhip ;  that  he  had  named 
him  examiner  of  the  candidates  for  holy  orders, 
with  a  promife  tp  receive  whoever  Ihould  bring 
him  a  ppte  uiidef  his  hand ;  that  he  had  often, 
And  with  f^^sifi  ppemiefs,  entertained  him  with 
complaints  agdnft  the  jefuits ;  that,  among  other 
thingi^  he  ac^c^d  tbem  of  abufing  both  the 
f)Qpe  mA  thf?  k^  h   l^^,  in  quality  of  paibor  of 

the 
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the  diocefe,  and  the  counfellor  to  hismajefty,  he  om^ 
fidered  himfelf  as  bound  in  duty  to  perfecute  them 
without  mercy,  though  he  were  to  lofe  his  life  by 
it ;  that  he  had  re^uefted  him  to  prevail  on 
his  father  to  abfent  himfelf  for  ibme  time,  under 
ibme  pretext  or  another,  if  he  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  aft  in  concert  with  him ;  in  fine,  that  he  had 
promifed  him  a  diouiand  livres  to  buy  books,  in 
cafe  he  fucceeded  in  this  negpdation. 

Tothisdifeourfeof  hisfbn,  and  thofeof  every  other 
perfen,  who  fpoke  to  him  in  the  fame  (train,  the 
gpvernor  made  nd  odier  anfwer,  than  by  vague  pro- 
teftations  of  his  devotion  to  the  perfon  of  'Don 
Bernardin.  He  then  caufed  the  jefuits  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  florm  dmt  was  gathering  againft 
them ;  but  without  letting  them  know  what  affift- 
ance  they  might  expedt  from  him.  Me  even  gave 
them  reafon  to  think  that  he  waited  to  take  his 
refolution,  till  the  circumftances  fliould  oblige 
him  to  declare  himfelf.  In  fadt,  he  played  his 
part  &)  well,  that  the  bifhop  was  fo  far  deceived 
as  to  think  he  might  proceed  without  meeting  any 
oppofition  from  him.  However  he  refolved  to 
advance  inch  by  inch ;  convinced  that,  by  always 
gaining  a  little  ground,  he  (hould,  at  Idl^  carry 
his  point,  provided  he  made  no  halt.  The  follow- 
ing was  the  firft  ftq>  he  took. 

The  biftiop  propofed  the  jefiiits  to  yield  him  a 
farm  of  theirs,  for  what  it  had  c(^  them ;  and  then, 
without  waiting  for  their  anfwer,  fent  them  word, 
that  they  were  rich  enough  to  make  him  a  prefent 
of  it ;  adding,  that,  as  he  thought  there  was  no  rely- 
ing upon  their  generofity,  he  gave  them  notice,  that 
his  eflate  belonged  to  the  Indians  of  Yaguaron, 
and  ordered  them  to  evacuate  it  in  eight  days  ;  if 
they  did  not  chufe,  that  he  (hould  caufe  it  to  be 
'feized ;  and  abandon  to  thofe  charged  with  the 
execution  of  his  orders,  all  the  moveables  they 

could 
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coiild  find  on  it,  as  a  reward  for  their  trouble/.; 
This  letter  was  prefented  to  the  redtor  of  the  col- 
lege by  one  of  the  bifhop's  officers,  who,  without 
giving  him  time  to  read  it,  told  him  it  contained  a 
definitive  fentence ;  that  as  they  could  make  no  ap- 
peal from  it  but  to  the  Pope,  of  whom  the  bi(hop 
was  delegate,  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  make 
any  ;  and  that,  befides,  Don  Bernardin  would  not 
give  them  time  to  do  it. 

Don  Bernardin,  at  the  fame  time,  caufed  notice 
to  be  given  to  all  thofe  who  were  preparing  to  receive 
holy  orders,  to  repair  to  Yaguaron ;  and,  as  they 
prefented  themfelves  before  him,  made  them  take  an 
oath  to  be  faithful  to  him,  even  to  the  efFufion  of 
their  blood,  if  it  ftiould  be  found  requifite.  Several 
perfons  were  invited  to  this  ordination,  which  was 
celebrated  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity.  The 
prelate,  befides,  had  taken  care,  by  the  choice  of 
thofe  he  admitted  to  holy  orders,  to  intereft  in  his 
favour  the  principal  families  of  the  capital,  whom 
he  imagined  he  might  thereby  attach  to  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them  fide  with  him,  the 
jefiiits ;  efpecially  as  he  had  already  weakened  their 
intereft  with  all  ranks,  by  fhutting  up  their  fchools, 
and  forbidding  them  the  exercife  of  their  ordinary 
fundlions. 

He,  likewife,  built  greatly  on  the  air  and  ftrain 
of  an  inlpired  man,  which  had  fucceeded  lb  well 
with  him  in  the  beginning,  and  ftill  made  fome 
impreffion  on  the  people.  One  day,  as  he  was 
preaching  at  Yaguaron,  and  enveighing  againft  the 
jefuits,  with  all  his  ufual  vehemence?  happening 
to  fpy  amongil  the  audience  father  Peter  Romero ; 
he  turned  towards  the  tabernacle ;  and,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  the  miffionary  who  ftood  at  the  end  of 
the  church,  "  You  muft  excufe  me,  father,  faid 
he,  for  fpeaking  in  this  manner  -,  it  is  the  Lord, 
who  refides  here,  and  whom  I  am  juft  going  to  re^ 

Vol.  I.  Gg  ceive, 
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ceive,  that  has  put  thde  things  into  my  mouth  ; 
I  had  not  even  the  leaft  thought  of  them  when  I 
got  into  the  pulpit ;  but  could  not  refift  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  which  feized  me."  He  fpdce  in  pretty 
much  the  fiune  terms,  on  the  d^  of  the  ordina- 
tion, to  two  other  jefuits  fent  by  rather  Sobrino  ta 
reprefent  to  him,  tHat  neither  himfetf  nor  any  of  His 
religious,  could  reproach  themfelves  with  havii^ 
ever  done  any  thing  to  deferve  his  indignation.  A^ 
ter  fpeaking  to  them  m  the  harflieft  terms ;  laying 
his  hand  upon  his  breaft,  and  raifii^  his  eyes  to- 
wards heaven,  he  added,  that  motives  iuperior  to 
every  human  confideration  were  the  fole  rule  of  his 
behaviour  to  thenL  He  difmifled  them  with  thefe 
words,  and  then  coolly  refumed  the  coAveriation, 
which  their  vifit  had  interrupted. 

Some  moments  after  he  fuddenly  changed  the 
difix)urfe ;  and,  as  if  overwhelmed  with  the  deepeft 
forrow,  ht  (aid,  fighing,  that,  in  quality  of  bifliop,  it 
was  his  bufinefe  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  churchy 
and  profecute,  without  mercy,  whoever  dared  to 
make  the  leaft  attempt  on  her  ri^ts  and  patrimo- 
ny ;  that,  having  the  honour  to  be  counsellor  to  his 
majefty,  he  was  bound  in  duty  to  clear  the  province 
of  thofe,  who  made  themfelves  mailers  o(  the  king's 
domain,  to  fend  the  riches  arifing  from  it,  into  fo- 
reign coimtries,  and  even  into  the  ftates  of  pow- 
ers at  war  wiA  his  majefty;  that,  as  paftor  of 
die  diocefe,  it  was  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  his 
flock  to  guard  them  from  the  fnares^  which  the 
infernal  fpirit  laid  for  them,  by  means  of  felfninte^ 
i;efted  minifbers,  who,  under  a  veil  of  piety,  and  of 
zeal  for  the  falvation  of  fouls,  ftript  them  of  Aeir 
temporal  fubft^ce. 

After  this  preamble,  which  k^pt  tht  middi  <^ 

all  the  company  in  fufpence,  he  faid,  that,  as  a  mahi 

iCubjedl  like  all  other  men  to  be  deceived,  he  had 

for  a  tong  time  fufFered  hintfelf  to  be  feduced  by 
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the  falfe  rdatic^ns  difperfed  by  them  ;  but  that,  as 
he  was  now  better  informed,  and  even  enlightened 
from  above,  he  fhould  be  abfolutely  inexculable 
before  God  and  man,  if  he  did  not  lay  open  in  what 
manner  they  had  made  thernfelves  mafterd  of  Co 
many  Indtam^,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  royal  patri- 
mony, and  the  patronage  of  the  church  :  that  thefe 
faife  apoftles  taught  their  Neophytes  abominable 
doftrines  ;  that,  having  charitably  advertifed  them 
of  it,  they  had  difregarded  his  remonftrances ;  that 
they  forcad  among  the  people  pernicious  opinions  ; 
that  they  tried  down  the  cenfures  of  the  church, 
and  reduced  to  nothing  the  authority  of  the  holy 
fee ;  that  they  perfecuted  the  bifliops,  and  rendered 
their  lives  unhappy  ;  that  he  had  informed  his  ma- 
jefty  of  their  daily  introducing  new  paftors  into 
their  redudkions,  without  the  approbation  of  their 
ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,  and  without  applying  for 
the  vifa  to  the  bilhops  ;  that  they  difluaded  the 
Indians  from  paying  any  tribute  to  the  king,  or 
tithes  to  the  bimops ;  that  they  had  very  rich  mines 
of  gold,  whofe  produce  they  fent  wherever  they 
fJeafed  ;  that  they  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than 
ulurping  all  power  both  fpiritual  and  temporal ; 
that  he  had  ffiut  up  their  fchools,  becaufe  they 
taught  their  fcholars  nothing,  with  a  view  of  en- 
grofling  to  themfelves  all  the  parifhes,  when  there 
Ihould  be  no  fecular  priefts  left  to  officiate  in  them ; 
and  that,  for  the  fame  reafon,  they  refiifed  to  ap- 
prove the  candidates  for  holy  orders  when  appointed 
to  examine  them ;  that  he  himfelf  had  entrufted 
them  for  a  time  with  fome  parifhes,  but  that  he 
had  done  it  merely  on  their  repeated  application  j 
and  fbr  want  of  knowing  them  better ;  tnat  he  had 
forbid  them  to  adminifter  the  facraments,  as  he  had 
heard  they  were  not  over  fcrupulous  in  regard 
to  the  fecrct  of  confeflion,  and  made  a  handle  of  it 
to  know  the  mod  private  tranfadtions  of  families, 
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in  order  to  improve  them  to  their  own  advantage  j 
that  father  de  Montoya  had  furreptitioufly  obtained 
a  royal  cedule,  by  virtue  of  which  his  brethren  had 
robbed  the  Spaniards  of  whole  nations,  which  be- 
longed to  them  by  right  of  conqueft  ;  that  they 
brought  nothing  with  them  into  Paraguay,  but  the 
clothes  on  their  backs ;  yet  had  acquired  the  fove* 
rtignty  of  one  of  its  largeft  diftrifts ;  that  he  was 
firmly  refolvcd  to  drive  them  out  of  his  diocefe,, 
as  the  Venetians  had  done,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Paul  of  Piratinirjgue ;  that  the  bifliop  of  Tu- 
cuman  and  feverai  others  had  received  the  fame 
power,  but  were  afraid  to  exert  it;  but  that, 
for  his  jiart,  he  wanted  neither  power  nor  courage 
to  give  them  the  example  ;  *'  and  I  reckon,  faid 
he,  making  an  end  of  his  harangue,  that  you  will 
foon  acknowledge  yourfelves  obliged  to  me  for 
being  ferved  by  Indians,  and  for  feeing  your  chil- 
dren provided  with  good  pariflies  ;  the  king  put 
in  pofleflion  of  his  rights  ;  and  the  church  re-efta- 
blifhed  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  rights  and  patri- 
mony." This  fine  harangue  contained  almoft  as 
many  abfurdities  and  falfhoods  as  words.  The 
reductions  were  not  as  yet  erefted  into  parifhes, 
in  which  cafe  alone  there  could  be  any  neceffity  for 
applying  to  the  bifliops  for  their  vifa  The  royal 
tribute  was  not  regulated  till  the  year  1649.  The 
cuftom  of  paying  tithes  to  the  ecclefiaftical  fupe- 
riors  was  not  as  yet  any  where  eftabliftied.  It  was 
notorious,  that  the  jefuits  did  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  be  excufed  from  the  chai^  of  pariflies. 
The  imniunity  from  all  perfonal  fervice  granted  to 
their  Indians  was  not  furreptitioufly  obtained,  and 
has  fince  been  feverai  times  confirmed.  Befides, 
it  was  not  father  Montoya  who  folicited  it.  The 
Venetians  had  not  expelled  the  jefuits ;  thefe  fathers 
had  retired  of  their  own  accord.  And  furely,  it  ill  be- 
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came  a  bifhop  to  imitate    the  example  of    the 
Portugueze  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue. 

As  to  the  laft  article  of  Don  Bernardin's  accu- 
fation,  though  he  often  repeated  it,  it  made  little 
impreffion  on  the  publick,  as  no  body  could  guefs 
what  he  meant  by  it.     Moreover,  no  one  ever  ima- 
gined that  the  jefuits  revealed  the  fecret  of  confeffion. 
And  the  pretended  gold  mines  had  not  as  yet  obtain- 
ed any  credit.  But  the  prelate  knew,  that  the  hopes  of 
having  in  command  all  the  Indians  of  the  Parana, 
was  enough  to  induce  feveral  perfons  to  favour  his 
enterprize  ;    and  he  added  all  the  reli  merely  to 
perfuade  his  audience  that  thofe  who  oppofed  his 
defigns  were  no  better  than  traitors  to  both  church 
and  ftate.  Thefe  things  he  continually  repeated  both 
in  publick  from  the  pulpit,  and  in  private  difcourfe 
with  fuch,  as  he  thought  it  moft  imported  him  to 
make  fure  of    He  even  (hewed  them  the  informa- 
tions of  his  vifitors,  and  the  writings  of  fome  je- 
fuits, whofe  hands  had  been  counterfeited ;  accom- 
panying thefe  marks  of  confidence  with  carefles 
and  offers  of  fervice  ;    fpiriting  up  the  fearful  by 
telling  them  that  he  adted  merely  by  the  king's 
orders ;    and  he,  at  laft,  wrought  upon  fo  many 
perfons,  that  people  were  every  where  in  the  utmoft 
impatience  to  fee  the  execution  of  a  projeft,    from 
which  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the  thoughts 
of  deriving  fuch  confiderable  advantages.      But, 
juft  as  he  began  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  fure  of 
fuccefs,  he  received  news  fufficient  to  convince  him, 
that  he  would  meet  with  difficulties,  which  he  had 
never  before  dreamed  of 

He  had  deferred,  it  feems,  feizing  on  the  farm  of 
St.  Ifidore,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  jefuits  in- 
timidated by  his  menaces,  would  yield  it  up  to 
him  of  themfelves,  in  hopes  of  recovering  his  good 
graces,  or  hindering  him  to  proceed  any  further 
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lengths  againft  them.  He  was,  therefore,  greatly 
fiirprized  on  hearing,  that  the  governor,  at  father 
Sobrino's  requeft,  had  fent  there  an  alc^de  of  the 
holy  Hermandad,  with  ten  arn^ed  men,  to  defend  it. 
Upon  this,  he  fent  there  an  ecclefiailick  with  two 
clerks  and  an  Indian.  The  bufinefs  of  the  cc- 
clefiaftick  and  the  two  clerks^  was  to  ferve  an 
excommunication,  in  writing,  upon^he  alcalde  and 
his  men,  if  theyxlid  not  immediately  retire  j  and 
that  of  die  Indian,  to  claim  the  farto  -,  whk:h  he 
accordingly  did.  The  alcalde  told  the  Indian^ 
that,  if  his  cacique  or  his  corregidor  had  any  claipis 
to  the  farm,  they  fhould  profecute  them  in  a  legal 
way ;  and  diat,  if  he  or  any  one  elfe  dared  to  com- 
mit ijie  leaft  diforder,  they  fhould  j^unedi^tely 
pay  for  it.  Afterwards,  turning  to  the  ecclefiaftick, 
who  was  preparing  to  read  his  fentence  of  excpm- 
munication,  he  told  him,  that  it  w^  to  the  gover- 
nor, by  whofe  orders  he  afted,  he  Ibould  caxry  th? 
biftiop  s  ordinance  ;  and  obliged  him'  to  withdraw. 
This  refiftance  put  the  bilhop  quite  befide 
himfeif ;  but  father  Neito,  an  apoftate  monfc,  who 
had  fo  far  infmuated  himfelf  into  the  bifhop's  good 
graces,  as  to  obtain  a  good  benefice^  and  feveral 
Other  favours,  and  even  the  honour  of  being 
his  confeflbr  and  principal  counfelfor,  foon  brought 
him  to  himfelf  again.  He  told  him,  that,  in  time 
of  war,  writings  fignified  nothing  5  that  the  go- 
vernor would  be  in  no  flich  hafle  to  put  his  threats 
in  execution  ;  that,  if  he  dared  to  refifl  his  bilhop 
in  perfon,  two  good  cuffs,  which  he  took  upon 
himfelf  to  give  hun  as  to  an  enemy  of  the  church, 
would  bring  him  to  reafbn  again  ;  that  the  peo- 
ple were  very  well  difbofed  j  the  jefuits  h^ted  • 
his  moft  ijluftrious  lordmip  adored  j  and  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  his  lordfhip  ftiould  not  lofe  a  fin- 
gle  moment  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  favourable 
conjui^6ture ;  but,  invoicing  St.  Jago,  fet  out  direftly 

to 
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to  drive  the  jefiiits  out  of  their  college ;  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  flay  at  the  farm,  which  thefe  fathers 
could  not  carry  away  with  them ;  that  they  were 
fchifmaticks,  and  even  hereticks,  of  whom  he  could 
not  make  too  great  hafle  to  purge  the  province ; 
but  that  the  (hortefl  and  furefl  courfe  would  be  to 
ftrike  at  the  body  of  the  tree,  without  lofing  time  to 
lop  oflf  the  branches. 

Thi  s  difcourfe,  fb  fui table  to  an  apofbite,  but  (o 
^mworthy  of  the  confeflTor  of  a  bifhop,  revived  the 
drooping  fpirits  of  the  prelate,  who  appointed  St. 
FrMcis's  day  for  the  execution  of  his  projeft,  and 
caufed  it  to  be  publilhed,  (though  probably  in  ge- 
fieral  terna$,  yet  accompanied)  by  the  found  of  bells 
at  Yaguaron,  as  if  the  holy  land  was  to  be  refcucd 
out  df  the  hands  of  the  M uffulmen.  He  then  fent 
10  die  Aflumption  to  prepare,  privately,  fome 
fioate  to  put  the  jefuits  on,  with  a  jH'ovifion  of  bip 
cuit  and  fait  meat ;  ordered  the  convents  of  St.  Do^ 
minick,  St.  Francis,  and  the  Merci,  to  fend  frians 
to  govern  the  reduftions  of  the  Parana,  till  he  could 
find  fecular  priefls  enough  to  place  there  as  curates. 
He  then  drew  up  a  complaint,  in  the  name  of 
the  people,  againfl  the  jefuits,  importing,  that  they 
P{^x)fed  the  giving  of  their  Indians  in  command  to 
the  Spaniards,  who,  he  (aid,  had  reduced  them  by 
force  of  arms ;  which  was  a  falfehood  -,  concluding 
'with  a  requefl  that  thefe  religious  (hould  be  expelled 
the  province. 

Though  the  jefuits  little  imagined,  that  the  dan* 
ger  was  fb  inflant,  they  thought  it  high  time  to 
take  fome  meafures  in  order  to  prevent  a  furprizc ; 
md  had  recourfe,  for  this  purpofe,  to  the  royal  au* 
dience  o(  Charcas.  This  was  going  a  great  way 
to  feek  a  remedy  for  an  evil  fb  near  at  hand.  But 
could  it  be  imagined,  that  a  bifhop  (hould  form 
fuch  a  project,  and  be  able  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion, in  fpite  of  the  governpr  ?    In  the  mean  time, 

G  g  4  Don 
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Don  Bernardin  having  received  notice,  that  fbmc 
Indians  of  the  redudions  on  the  Parana  had  juft 
paft  through  Yaguaron,  in  their  way  to  the  Ita- 
tines,  he  immediately  feirt  after  them;  and  his 
meflengers  took  from  them  all  the  letters  they  had 
to  deliver  father  Sobrino  in  their  paflage  through 
the  Aflumption,  and  fome  mufkets  which  fome  of- 
ficers had  given  them  to  defend  themfelves,  in 
cafe  they  fliould  meet  with  an  enemy  •,  as  likcwife 
fome  inftruments  of  mufick.  The  Neophytes  of 
the  reductions  feldom  go  any  where  without  them, 
cither  to  amufe  themfelves  on  the  road,  or  to  enter- 
tain the  miflionaries  they  are  conducing  to  their 
towns  :  or,  in  fine,  to  accompany  their  fongs  and 
canticles. 

Father  Sobrino,  who  foon  heard  of  this  vio- 
lence, but  did  not  know  it  had  been  committed 
by  the  orders  of  the  bifhop,  wrote  to  him  to  beg 
he  might  caufe  to  be  reftored  to  thefe  Indians,  the 
things  they  had  been  plundered  of  But  all 
the  anfwer  the  prelate  made  his  letter  was  to 
fend  him  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  5  and 
reproach  him  bitterly  with  the  jefuits  permit- 
ting their  Indians  to  carry  fire  arms.  Don  Ber- 
nardin had  fo  much  the  more  reafon  for  not  com- 
plying with  father  Sobrino's  requeft,  as  he  had  not 
himfelf  fire  arms  enough  for  all  thofe  whom  he 
intended  to  employ  in  his  expedition  ;  and  thought 
the  inftruments  of  mufick  might  be  very  ufeful  to 
animate  his  troops,  in  cafe  they  ftiould  be  obliged  to 
come  to  blows.  At  length,  when  all  his  military 
preparations  were  finifhed,  the  Indians  of  the 
neighbourhood  ready  to  march,  and  the  petitions 
of  the  Aflumptionifts  prefented  and  received  in 
due  form,  the  bifliop  drew  up  the  plan  of  an  ordi- 
nance, or  rather  the  preamble  of  one,  as  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  difcover  the  whole  of  his  defign, 
fill   it    was   executed;    and    fent   this  .his    pro- 

duftion 
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duftion  to  the  capital,  to  be  publifhed  there,  when 
lie  (hould  have  put  the  laft  hand  to  it.     Here  it  is,  ' 
iiich  as  it  then  was,  and  has  ever  lince  remained : 

"  Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  holy  apoftolick  fee,  bi(hop  of  Paraguay, 
counfellor  to  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  &c.  Hav- 
ing examined  the  complaints  and  petitions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  noble  city  of  the  Affumption,  of 
the  thapter  of  our  cathedral  church,  and  of  the  cler- 
gy,  and  religious  orders,  in  regard  to  the  oppreffion 
they  have  fufFered,  and  ftill  fufFer,  from  the  fathers 
of  the  company  of  Jefus,  who  govern  the  reduc- 
tions of  the  Parana,  the  Uruguay,  and  the  Itatines ; 
fads  which  are  known  to  every  one,  and  to  our- 
felves  in  particular  moft  evident ;  knowing,  like- 
wife,  that  thefe  fathers  have  ufurped  the  king's 
rights ;  that  they  have  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
the  vaflals  and  territories  of  his  majefty,  as  if  they 
were  themfelves  the  fbvereigns  of  them,  without  ac- 
knowledging any  dependance  upon  his  laid  ma- 
jefty, or  the  ordinary  ;  that  they  eftablilh  curates, 
without  prefentation  or  canonical  inftitution."  The 
reft  blank. 

The  prelate  fet  out  from  Yaguaron  the  3d  of 
Odlober,  and  reckoned  to  arrive  the  lame  day  at 
the  Aflumption  ;  but  a  heavy  rain  overtook  him 
halfway,  and  obliged  him  to  fpend  the  night  there. 
The  very  fame  day,  the  jefuits  alfifted  at  firft  vef- 
pers  in  the  church  of  the  Francifcans  ;  and  num- 
bers of  perlbns,  who  had  received  intelligence  of  the 
ftorm  that  hung  over  them,  could  not  help  admi- 
ring their  tranquility.  As  loon  as  divine  fervice 
was  finilhed,  the  lieutenant-general,  Don  Francis 
Florez,  meeting  father  Nieto,  who  was  come  to 
town  betimes,  to  prepare  for  the  next  day's  bufi- 
nels,  in  which  he  was  to  be  9.  principal  a6lor,  in- 
vited him  to  fupper.  Father  Nieto  readily  com- 
plied ;  and  thinking  it  his  duty  to  make  Ibme  re-' 

turn 
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turn  for  the  civilities  he  had  received,  acquainted 
Don  Francis  with  what  w&s  to  be  traniadted  the 
next  day ;  adding,  that  the  firft  thing  the  biihop 
intended  to  do  on  his  arrival,  was  to  go  to  the  go- 
vernor'^ to  know  if  he  would  join  him  ;  and,  if  he 
did  not  chuTe  it,  to  {xrevail  on  him  to  abfent  him- 
felf:  He  then  Ported  Fbrez  to  fecond  fo  glo- 
rious an  undertaking,  which  could  not  ppflibly 
mifcarry,  as  the  bifliop  had  four  hundred  Indians 
with  hun,  all  very  well  armed ;  omitting  no- 
thing to  perfuade  him,  that,  independent  of  the 
publick,  his  own  private  intereft  ihould  oblige  htm 
to  comply. 

Flohez  had  command  enouc^h  over  himielf  not 
to  let  father  Nieto  fee  what  he  thought  of  thi$ 
matter.  But,  as  ibon  as  he  was  gone,  took  a  turn 
into  the  town,  and  ordered  his  iibrvants  to  obferve^ 
if  there  a{q>eared  aiw  extraordinary  commotion 
among  the  people.  He  then  went  to  the  gpvernor, 
and  communicated  to  him  the  mtelligenpe  he  had 
received.  Don  Gregorio,  thundcrftruck  at  the 
"  news,  inftantly  forelaw  what  he  ihould  be  expofed 
to,  in  cafe  the  bifhop  fucceeded,  or  any  di£>rder 
(hould  h^pen  in  tonfequeace  of  his  attempt.  He, 
therefore,  immediately  repaired  to  the  college,  to 
let  the  jefuits  know  what  was  domg ,  apd  was  fiir- 
prized  to  find  them  ib  ^y  about  what  mi^ht  hap- 
pen. He  then  rcprefented  to  them,  that  it  was  not 
only  lawful  for  theiii,  bt|t  even  their  duty,  to  op 
pofe  the  violaice  with  which  they  were  threatenea  } 
and  then  withdrew,  without  giypn  them  time  to 
anfwer  him,  in  order  to  fend  arrar  to  their  houfe, 
and  engage  feveral  of  the  prmcipal  inhabitants, 
upon  wqom  he  knew  he  could  depend,  to  fpend 
the  reft  of  the  night  there- 

Th£  day  folbwinc,  the  govern(H',  accon^panied 
by  a  great  nun>ber  o^perfon^  of  every  I'luik  and  con- 
dition, (allied  put  early  to  meet  die  biibop,  whom 

he 
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he  found  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  people  j 
and  con3plimei;u:€d  hup  <m  his  happy  recurp.  i)oa 
Bernardin^  having  caft  his  ^esovcr  the  great  nnil-- 
titude  wbix;h  had  followed  the  governors  aike^  hk^^ 
why  he  did  not  fee  the  jefuits  among  them.  Thnp 
)vernpr  then  whifpered  Wm,  that  he  pught  laot  to 
furprizod  at  it,  9i^  thefe  fatheri^  had  b^n  ior 
formad,  the  ni^  before,  that  be  ha4  m  otjher  bu- 
finds  to  the  Aii'umption,  but  to  drive  tbem  put  q£ 
their  <:o|lfge.  *'  I  even  know,  added  he,  that  ibef 
are  in  a  condition  not  to  fear  ^y  thi^;  ikA  tb^ 
is  npt  a  proper  place,  my  tord,  to  tell  you  whi^t  { 
think  pt  your  defign  ;  I  fliall  have  the  hpnow  rf 
Ipcaking  to  ypu  more  abpttt  it,  when  w(^  pwet  in 
private  tcjgcther." 

At  th]$  the  prelate  appeared  thunderibruck  for 
fpn^  momenta.  And  th^  turning  towaj cfe  fa- 
ther Nieto,  who  was  likewife  come  out  to  j»eet 
him,  "  father,  f^  he,  fi>me  devii  has  di&pyered 
every  thing,  and  we  are  betrayed"  Upon  thif, 
feme  pf  his  confidants  advifed  him  to  m^jrch  d^ 
re£tly  to  the  c(d^ge»  wder  pret^ce  of  iTi^king  Wp 
matters  with  the  jefuits  ;  and  to  tdl  them,  ^at,  m 
prder  to  leave  them  no  caufe  of  jealoufy,  be  intend- 
ed to  take  up  his  re(i4ence  amongft  them.  But  not 
reliflxing  this  advice  ;  )ie  went  to  a%bt  at  the  con- 
vent of  his  own  order.  The  governor  o»  bis  fide, 
thinking  the  heft  tfai^  be  cmld  do  tp  iwt  (die  bf- 
(hop  off  bis  guard,  was  not  to  append  i^ry  aycrfe  to 
his  defigps,  told  him,  that  the  ihor«e^,  esfieft, 
and  fureft  cpurie  he  could  take  vri^  the  jefists,  was 
to  begin  by  ftripping  them  of  tbeir  fedii^kions ;  that 
it  was  his  opioim  He  (bould  fq»ir  there  himfetf  in 
perioa  ^  that  ^  (beuld  hf»vje  a  gfx>d  di^ort,  in 
order  to  enfoi:«s  <4^)e^ea^  to  liis  ordeics ;  that  be 
might  ?heE  wwm  to  th«  Aflwnirtion,  where  oo- 
ibi^  fifoi4  Iwtder  biiB  from  completing  ]m  bit- 

finefs; 
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fmefs  ;  whereas,  if  he  attempted  to  fet  out  by 
driving  thefe  religious  out  of  their  college,  they 
would  infallibly  call  their  Neophytes  to  their  aP 
fiftance,  as  they  were  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  till 
their  arrival.  Don  Bernardin  reliftied  this  advice 
fo  well,  that  he  conununicated  it  to  his  council, 
who  likewife  unanimoufly  approved  it. 

Though  he  now  no  longer  doubted  of  the  go- 
vernor's being  in  his  intereft,  4ie  forbid  his  con- 
fidants to  fpeak  of  any  thing  that  had  pafled 
between  them;  and  no  longer  thought  of  any  thing, 
but  how  he  might  lull  the  jefuits  into  a  fatal  fecu- 
rity.     For  this  purpofe^  he  told  one  of  thofe  who 
vihtcd  him,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  father  So- 
brino  \  and   father    Sobrino  having    inunediately 
waited  upon"  him,  he  received  him  in  the  moft  af- 
fable manner  ;  and  faid  fo  many  obliging  things  to 
him,  that  all  prefent  concluded  he  was  quite  re- 
conciled with  him  and  his  brethren.     The  reftor 
himfelf  was  the  firft  to  be  deceived  by  thefe  ap- 
pearances, or  at  lead  feigned  to  be  fo  ;    and,'  on 
his  return  to  the  college,  fent  all  manner  of  refrefli- 
ments  to  the  prelate,  who  in  diftributing  them 
among  his  houftiold,  told  them  that  they  might 
expeft  to  fee    themfelves  foon  at  the    fountain 
head,  where  they  would  hive  every  thing  by  only 
wilhing  for  it.     He  then  ordered  all  the  neceffary 
preparations  to  be  made  for  his  expedition  ;    and 
compofed^  himfelf,  a  memorial  to  juftify  it. 

In  this  piece  he  repeated  every  thing  he  had  al- 
ready fo  oft^n  feid  of  his  motives  for  undertaking  it; 
of  the  orders  he  had  received  from  his  majefty  for 
that  purpofe  ;  of  the  petitions  prefented  to  him  by 
the  fecular  and  regular  clergy^  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Affumprbn,  and  a  great  nuriiber  of  Indians. 
The  reft  was  mere  declamatidn,'  ftufFed  with  ill  dr- 
gefted  invectives,  aB  refertibling  thofe,  of  which -his 

fermons 
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fermons  and  private  difcourfe,  and  even  all  his 
letters,  were  generally  compofed.  We  (hall,  here- 
after, give  fome  of  thefe  letters,  in  which  he  has 
painted  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  life,  that  no  one, 
who  has  read  them,  can  be  furprized  at  the  many 
miftakes  and  diforders  committed  by  him. 

Bu  T  it  is  fit  I  fliould  obferve,  before  I  proceed 
any  further,  that  all  thefe  pretended  orders  of  the. 
king  and  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  upon  which  he  laid 
fo  much  ftrefe,  and  which  we  (hall  hereafter  fee  him 
atteft  upon  all  that  is  moft  facred,  if  they  were  not 
the  produjftions  of  a  warm  imagination,  which  re- 
alized every  thing  that  came  into  his  head,  they 
were,  at  leaft,  no  better  than  the  confequences, 
which  to  him  appeared  evident,  of  certain  general 
expre(rions  ufuaJly  employed  in  the  difpatches  ad- 
dre(red  to  the  biftiop  by  the  courts  of  Madrid  and 
Rome.  It  is,  befides,  improbable  to  the  laft  de- 
gree, that  the  three  regular  communities  of  the 
Affumption  (hould  have  fubfcribed  in  a  body  the 
petitions  mentioned  by  the  bi(hop.  Some  private 
members,  indeed,  furprized  or  intimidated  by  him, 
might  have  done  fo,  without  well  knowing  the  ten- 
dency of  what  they  figned ;  and  it  has  been  proved, 
as  we  (hall  fee  hereafter,  that  Don  Bernardin,  or  at 
leaft  the  minifters  of  his  paflions,  have,  often 
u(ed  fubfcriptions  of  that  kind  j  and  even  employed 
the  greateft  violence  to  obtain  even  them. 

While  the  bi(hop  was  entirely  taken  up  with 
the  thoughts  of  conquering  the  reductions  of  the 
Parana,  captain  Pedro  Diaz  del  Vail  arrived 
from  la  Plata ;  and  ferved  him  with  a  new  decree 
of  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  enjoining  him  to 
take  off  the  interdict  and  all  the  excommunications 
he  had  been  fo  lavi(h  of,  without  requiring  any  thing 
for  fo  doing.  He  likewife  delivered  him  a  private 
letter  from  the  fanje  tribunal,  praying  and  enjoin- 
ing 
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ing  him  to  return  to  the  AflumptioA,  to  govern  his 
church  with  the  great  virtues  and  talents  which  he 
was  known  to  polfefe ;  to  fupport,  in  his  difcourfe, 
in  his  writings,  in  all  his  proceedings,  the  dignity 
of  his  charadler,  which  they  heard,  with  great  con- 
cern, he  had  forgot  on  feveral  occaCdns ;  and  to 
live  on  better  terms  with  the  governor  than  he 
had  hitherto  done.  This  letter  was  iccompattied 
with  one  from  the  fame  tribunal  to  the  governor, 
recommending  to  him  not  to  let  the  bifhop  any 
longer  forget,  that  he  reprefented  his  majefty  in  his 
province,  and  was  inverted  with  his  authority. 

Don  Gregorio,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  new 
rupture  wiih  Don  Bernardin,  made  no  mention  of 
this  letter ;  and  even  oppofed  the  publication  of 
the  decree,  till  he  was  forced  to  it  by  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  thofe,  who  had  Hot  as  yet  obtained  the 
abfolution  of  their  cenflires,  or,  to  obtain  it,  had 
been  obliged  to  give  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the 
fines  impofed  upon  them.  The  biftiop,  as  the  go- 
vernor apprehended,  attributed  to  him  the  morti- 
fication he  fufFered  on  this  occafion.  He  de- 
clared, however,  that  he  would  obey  the  decree, 
as  far  as  it  was  confiftent  with  the  rights  of  the  ca- 
tholic church  and  her  biftiops  -,  yet  gave  private  or- 
ders to  his  vifitor  to  burn  all  the  herb  of  Paraguay 
belonging  to  him,  that  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.  This  letter  was  afterwards  produced  before 
the  royal  audience  of  Charcas. 

He  then  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  cartip-mafter 
;eneral ;  offered  to  abfblve  him  firom  the  cenliires 
le  faid  he  had  incurred,  and  forgive  the  fine 
annexed  to  them,  if  he  would  but  deliver  him  an 
ancient  fchedule  of  Charles  V.  which  it  was  re- 

Srted  he  had  taken  out  of  the  archives  of  the 
fumption,  and  by  virtue  of  which  that  capitaJj 
in  cafe  of  the  governor's  death,  or  his  abfenting 

himfelf^ 
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himfelf,  might  name  one  to  fucceed  him.  He  told 
him,  that  this  fchedule  was  never  more  neceflary 
than  at  prefent,  when  it  fo  much  imported  the  glory 
ot  God,  the  fervice  of  his  majefty,  and  the  intereft 
of  the  inhabitants,  to  put  an  end  to  the  tyranny  of 
thejefiiits;  that,  to  accomplifh  fo  good  a  work, 
he  wanted  nothmg  but  the  affiftance  of  a  man  like 
himfelf;  that,  notwithftanding,  he  required  no- 
thing more  of  him  than  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  peo{de  to  drive  them  out ;  in  doing  which, 
befides,  he  (aid,  he  was  more  concerned  than  ano- 
ther perfon. 

Don  Sebaftian  anfwered  by  befeeching  Don  Ber- 
nardin  to  rdfle^t  upon  the  propoial  he  had  made ; 
and  forgot  nothing  to  convince  him  of  the  injuftice 
of  his  dcfigns ;  his  want  of  power  to  carry  them  mto 
execution ;  and  the  prejudice  he  did  himfelf  by  his 
inveteracy  to  perfecute  religious,  who  had  never 
given  him  any  reafon  for  it.  To  all  this  the  biflic^, 
at  firft,  made  no  other  reply,  than  by  declaring  to 
Don  Sebaftian,  that  as  yet  he  was  not  abfolved 
from  the  cenfiires  he  had  incurred ;  and  by  threat- 
ening him  with  the  greater  excommunication,  if 
he  did  not  deliver  up  to  him  the  fchedule  in  queP 
tion.  Then,  foftening  a  little,  he  undertone  to 
prove,  that  his  defi^is  were  juft  and  lawful  before 
God ;  that  to  bring  them  to  bear  he  did  not  ftand 
in  need  either  of  his  advice  or  his  affiftance ;  that, 
though  the  whole  world  were  to  oppofe  him,  he 
would  find  means  to  accomplifli  whatever  it  was 
his  duty  to  undertake ;  that,  by  lopping  off  rotten 
members  from  his  church,  he  adlcd  like  an  able 
furgeon,  who,  to  fave  a  hand,  makes  no  fcrupte 
to  cut  off  a  mortified  finger ;  that  the  Pope, 
when  he  ftiould  have  heard  what  he  had  dbne 
would  ercdt  a  ftatue  to  him,  and  wouH  cvett  dedn 
him  worthy  of  beihg  canonized,  though  he  had 
done  no  ouier  good  work  during  the  courie  of  his 

whole 
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whole  life.  Don  Sebaftian,  and  captain  Auguftin 
de  Ifuralde,  have  attefted,  that  the  prelate  re- 
peated the  fame  things  to  them  in  the  cloifter  of  the 
Francifcan  convent,  in  prefence  of  feveral  ecclefiaf- 
ticks  and  religious. 

So  many  declarations,  at  laft,  convinced  the 
governor,  that,  in  a  fliort  time,  he  would  no  longer  - 
be  mafter  in  the  province ;  that  it  would  be  even 
unfafe  for  him  to  remain  in  it,  if  he  loft  any  more 
time  to  employ  all  his  authority  againft  a  man, 
who  pretended  that  people  were  to  acknowledge 
no  other.  He,  therefore,  fent  a  private  exprefe 
to  the  reductions  for  fix  hundred  Indians ;  and,  at 
the  end  of  fix  days,  fent  a  fecond  exprefs,  to  haften 
their  march.  He  then  waited  on  the  bifliop  ;  told 
him  that  every  thing  was  ready  for  the  expedition 
they  had  agreed  upon  j  but  that  he  could  not  give 
him  more  than  one  hundred  foldiers.  The  prelate 
anfwered  that  he  could  make  ftiift  with  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty ;  and  that  he  would  have  them. 
Don  Gregorio  promifed  them,  but  required  fifteen 
days  to  furnifli  them;  reckoning,  that,  by  that 
time,  the  Indians  he  fent  for  would  be  arrived  ^ 
and  he  might  then  aft  in  quality  of  governor  as  he 
was  bound  to  do. 

Don  Bernardin,  on  his  fide,  did  nothing  but  ex- 
afperate  the  nobility  and  the  people  againft  the  je- 
fuits,  whom  he  likewife  excommunicated  with  an 
inhibition,  under  the  fame  penalty,  to  all  manner  j 

of  perfons  to  have  any  communication  with  them. 
Then,  after  publickly  renewing,  and  in  a  very  in- 
decent proceffion,  his  promife  to  give  all  the  In- 
dians of  the  redudtions  in  command  among  thofe 
with  whom  he  (hould  have  moft  reafon  to  be  pleafed, 
he  fet  out  for  Yaguaron,  in  order  to  be  more  at 
hand  to  haften  the  preparations  for  his  expedition, 
which  he  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  holy  war  j  and 
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on  liis  arrival  there,  he  communicated  to  his  council 
the  refledtions  he  had  made  on  the  propofals  of  the 
governor,  whofe  lincerity  he  now  began  to  fuipedt* 
He  obferved  to  them,  that  the  jefuits,  while  he 
^  was  employed  on  the  Parana  in  reducing  their  re- 
dudiions,  might  fortify  themfelves  in  their  college, 
and  put  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  hold  out,  till 
they  could  receive  fuch  orders  from  the  royal  au- 
dience of  Charcas,  and  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  as 
would  oblige  him  to  defift  ?  for  which  reafon  he 
concluded  for  abiding  by  his  firft  plan,  which  was 
to  begin  by  driving  them  out  of  their  coU^e  j  as 
he  would  then,  he  flattered  himfelf,  find  it  no  hard 
matter  to  feize  on  their  reductions ;  that,  this  once 
efFefted,  the  king,  though  he  fliould  not  approve 
it,  would  confent  to  leave  things  as  they  were,  ra- 
ther than  run  the  rilk  of  lofing  a  whole  province 
by  endeavouring  to  re-eftablim  the  jefuits,  and 
procure  them  the  reftrtution  of  what  they  had  loft. 
He  added,  that  he  thought  it  above  all  things  re- 
quifite  to  make  fure  of  the  governor's  perfon, 
whom  he  now  miftrufted  more  than  ever ;  and  his 
opinion  was  generally  approved. 

Don  Gregorio  foon  began  to  fiifpedt  this  iter- 
ation in  the  bilhop's  fentiments,  fo  that  the  delay  of 
the  Indians  he  had  fent  for  to  the  reduftions,  gave 
him  fo  much  the  more  uneafinefe,  as  the  foldi- 
ers  he  had  prpmifed  the  biftiop  were  already  at  Ya- 
guaron,  M^here  the  prelate  loaded  them  with  ca- 
reffes,  and  fed  them  with  the  moft  magnificent  pro- 
mifes,  though  he  could  not  but  know,  that  it  would 
be  ho  eafy  matter  for  him  to  fulfill  them  ;  for  he 
had  aheady  divided  the  Ipoils  of  the  jefuits  ;  and 
had  declared  in  his 'own  council,  that  he  referved  no- 
thing to  himfelf  but  the  glory  of  having  laboiu-ed 
to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  church  ;  ferve  his  ma- 
jcfty  as  became  a  good  fubjedt  j  and  reftore  to  the 
Vol.  L  H  h  .  good 
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good  people  of  his  diocefe  what  the  jefuits  had  rob- 
bed them  of.  He  even  declared,  that  it  had  never 
been  his  intention  to  confer  on  regulars  the  parifties 
of  the  redudtions ;  and  if  he  had  flattered  them  with 
that  favour,  it  was  merely  to  detach  them,  and  by 
their  means  the  people,  from  the  jefuits. 

At  length,  the  governor,  having  recdved  no- 
tice that  the  Indians  he  expeded  were  arrived  within 
four  leagues  of  the  Affumption,  fet  out  to  join 
them  with  an  efcort  of  thirty  fbldiers  ;  and,  after 
marching  all  night  at  their  head,  arrival  with  them 
by  day-break  at  Y^uaron.  The  biftiop,  awakened 
by  the  buftle  caufed  among  his  domeftics  by  fo 
fudden  an  apparition,  immediately  ftarted  out  of 
bed  ;  but  he  had  fcarce  time  to  drefs  himfelf^ 
when  the  governor  entered  his  apartment  and  told 
him  he  was  come  to  condudl  him  to  the  Affump- 
tion, becaufethe  Indians  of  Yaguaron,  grown  info- 
lent  in  confequence  of  the  protection  he  aflforded 
them,  had  refufed  to  yield  their  governor  the  obe-^ 
dience  they  owed  him.  Don  Bemardin,  without 
•making  any  anlwer,  flipt  away  by  a  private  door^ 
which  opened  into  the  great  altar  of  the  church- 
The  governor  followed .  him,  feized  him  by  the 
arm,  ^nd  begged  him  to  hear  what  he  had  to  fay. 
But  theT>relate  broke  loofe  from  him  j  and,  crying 
out  widi  all  his  might,  declared  die  governw: 
.  excommunicated. 

At.  this,  a  friar,  and  a  niulatto,  woman  who 
feryed  in  the  kitchen,  ran  up  to  hi?  afliftanc^  and 
fell  upon  the  governor,  who  threy  himfelf  on  his 
knees  on  the  fleps  of  the  great  altar,  while  Ae 
bifhop,  taking  the  holy  ciboriumout  of  the  taber- 
nacle, fhewed  it  to  thepeople,  with  whom  tfie 
qhtrrchfilled  in  a  minute,  and  who,  at  the  fi^  of  it^ 
all  fell  proftrate  to  the  ground.  The  biflii>p  then,, 
being-a  little  come  to  himfelf^  alked  the  gowsenKMr 
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.  what  he  wanted  with  him,  "  to  fervc  you,  my  lord, 
anfwered  Don.  Gregorio,  with  a  fentence  of  ha- 
tiifliment  from  this  province,  and  a  feizure  of  your 
tsemporaUties,  for  liaving  ufurped  the  juriftlidion 
which  I  hold  from  our  fovereign  lord  the  kyig.  It 
is  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  which  hereby  I  fignify 
to  your  moft  iihaftrious  lordfliip."  "  I  promife  to 
obey,  anfwered  the  biftiop,  and  take  this  congrega- 
tion to  witnefs  my  promife/' 

The  governor,  upon  this  immediately  left  the 
church-^^and  thebifhop  prepared  to  celebrate  mafs ; 
but  firft,  mth  his  epifcopal  ornaments  on,  he  drew 
up  a  kind  of  depo&tion,  to  which  he  added  the 
bittereft  invedlives  againft  the  governor.  Then,  he 
declared  him  exconununicated,  as  well  as  the  camp- 
mafler  general,  and  all  the  violators  of  his  epifcojxd 
dignity.  When  mafs  was  over,  he  gave  orders  for 
a  proceflion,  which  he  made  in  the  following  order. 
The  Indian  women  appeared  firft,  carrying,  each, 
a  green  branch  in  her  hand ;  next  mardied  the 
muficians,  iinging  the  Pange  Lingua ;  the  prelate 
followed,  carrying  the  bleffed  facrament ;  the  reft 
of  the  people  dofed  the  proceflion.  The  proceflion 
ifliied  from  the  church  to  the  ringing  of  bells  ;  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  niarket  place,  where  the 
Indians  belonging  to  the  redudlions  were  drawn  up 
under  arms.  The  biftiop,  happening  to  caft  his 
eyes  ujx)n  fome  of  them  who  had  not  immediately 
kneeled  down, .  called  out  to  them  that  they  were 
barbarians,  traitors,  fchifmaticks,  and  hereticks. 
He  then  returned  to  the  church ;  placed  the  blefled 
facrament  upon  the  altar  ;  and,  turning  towards 
the  people,  fpoke  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
againft  the  governor,  who,  from  the  door  of  the 
church, .  anfwered  him  pretty  mudi  in  the  fame 
ftrain,  though  in  a  low  voice. 

Hh2  Both 


45a  THE    HISTORY 

Both  he  and  the  prelate  were  in  too  violent  aSL 
fituation  not  to  endeavour  to  get  put  of  it ;  and, 
accx)rdingly,  they  (aw  each  other  that  very  evening. 
But,  by  what  has  fince  happened,,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  biftiop  took  the  firfbftep  towards 
a  reconciliation,  being  convinced,  that  he  would 
always  be  a  gamer  by  treating  alone  with  the  go- 
vernor. 

One  thing,  at  leaft,  is  certain ;  and  that  is,  that 
he  prevailed  on  the  governor  to  difinifs  the  Parana 
Indians,  and  obtained  fix  days  to  prepare  for  his 
departure,  on  condition  that  he  would  abfolve  the 
governor  from  his  excommunication.  After  this 
interview,  the  governor  went  with  no  more  than  fix 
men,  to  fpend  the  night  in  a  neighbouring  country 
houfe.  The  bifhop,  on  his  fide,  not  contait  with 
feeing  the  Indians  take  the  road  to  their  reduftipns, 
caufed  them  to  be  followed,  left  the  governor  ftiould 
recall  them ;  and,  finding  he  did  not,  fet  out  the 
next  morning,  before  day  light,  for  the  capital. 

He  was  informed  on  the  road,  that  the  whole 
city  was  in  an  uproar,  in  confequence  of  a  report 
fpread  there,  that  the  governor  had  embarked  him. 
on  the  fiver,  and  was  coming  at  the  head  of  the 
reduction  Indians,  to  bring  to  reafon  all  thofe 
who  had  declared  againft  him  in  favour  of  their  bi- 
ftiop. This  intelligence  infpired  him  with  hopes,^ 
that  he  would  be  well  received ;  and,  in  faft,  the 
bells  had  no  fooner  proclaimed  his  arrival,  than  the 
whole  city  refoundcd  with  acclamations  of  joy. 
He  made  his  entry  preceded  by  feveral  ecclefi- 
afticks,  with  arms  under  their  cloaks,  (urrounded 
by  feveral  friars,  and  carrying,  on  his  breaft,  a  little 
glafs  box^^  in  which  there  was  a  confecrated  hoft. 
Hejiad  or^ed  thofe  in  the  front  to  turn  towards 
the  college ;  t^ut  fomebody  having  told  him,  that  he 
would  there  itieet  with  four  hundred  men  ready  to 

receive 
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receive  him,  which,  however,  was  not  true,  he 
thought  proper  to  alight  at -the  convent  of  St 
Francis. 

Here  he  was  immediately  vifited  by  all  thofe 
who  were  attached  to  him ;  and  he  applied  to  them 
for  arms.  He  likewife  caufed  to  be  brought  to  him 
the  arms  belonging  to  all  thofe  who  depended  pn 
him.  He  then  ordered  murdering  holes  to  be 
made  in  feveral  places  ;  and  the  weak  places  to  be 
fortified  with  gabions.  This  done,  he  fent  to  the 
cathedral  for  an  im^e  of  the  virgin ;  and  to  the 
church  of  St.  Blaize,  for  that  faint's ;  and  caufed 
both  to  be  placed  on  the  great  altar,  under  cano- 
pies. Next,  he  fent  for  all  his  domefticks,  not  for- 
getting the  mulatto  cook  who  had  ferved  him  fo 
well  at  Yaguaron.  Thus  cantoned  in  the  convent, 
^  in  a  fortified  place,  he  gave  all  thofe  who  ftiut 
themfelves  up  with  him,  an  account  of  every  thing 
that  had  happened  to  him  fince  his  departure 
from  the  Affumption.  He  told  them,  that  he  had 
found  means  to  engage  the  governor  to  difmifs  the 
Parana  Indians ;  "  but  it  is  a  great  pity,  added  he, 
that  fuch  a  man  ftiould  hold  fuch  a  poft.  Let  me 
but  have  the  royal  fchedule,  which  has  been  ftoleq 
out  of  the  town  houfe,  and  I  will  ufe  him  as  he 
4efe'rves,  as  well  as  Sebaftian  de  Leon."  This 
fchedule,  however,  contained  no  more  than  a  power, 
which  the  emperor  had  given  during  the  firft  years 
after  the  builciing  of  the  Aflumption,  to  name,  prp- 
vifionally,  a  commandant  on  the  death  of  the  gover- 
nor ;  and  this  privil^e  fubfifted  no  longer. 

The  camp-mafter  general,  hearing  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  immediately  waited  on  the  governor  to  re- 
pr.efent  to  him  all  the  evils  and  inconveniencies,  to 
which  he  would  expofe  himfelf,  by  not  immediately 
ordering  back  the  Parana  Indians.  But  the  prelate, 
who  had  his  fpies  every  where,  foon  hearing  what 
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this  officer  was  about,  caufed  the  alarm  bell  of 
the  cx>nvent  to  ring.  Upon  this,  the  inhabitants 
immediately  flocked  to  the  convent,  where  the  bi- 
Ihop,  having  fent  for  an  alcalde  and  fome  r^idors, 
took  out  of  his  pocket,  and  read  with  a  loud  voice^ 
a  paper,  which,  he  faid,  v/as  a  letter  he  had  juft  re-^ 
ceived,  importing,  that  the  reduftion  Indians  had 
plundered  Yaguaron,  and  all  the  country  houfes  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  th^t  they  were  in  march  to 
ferve  the  capital  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  •  that 
they  had  been  already  feen  at  Ita, :  "  And  be- 
ciaufe^  added  he,  I  would  defend  your  liberty,  your 
property,  and  your  privileges,  they  want  to  drive 
me  out  of  the  province,  as  a  fower  of.  (edition. 
Buti  in  quality  of  a  counfellor  to  his  majefty,  I  ex- 
hort all  thofe  in  employment,  to  take,  upon  them 
thfe  defence  of  this  oppreffed  city,  apd  name  a  go. 
vernor, .  who:  may  prcfefye  the  province  from  the 
danger  with  which  it  fs  threatened.  In  fo  urgent  ^ 
cafe,  neceflity  may  very  well  fupply  the  want  of  ^ 

royal  fchedule."  »  '         

'  The  alcalde,  aftonifhed  at  this  difcburfe,  ran 
dircdly  to  the  governor,  to  conjure  him  not  to  let. 
the  Indians  enter  the  city ;  and,  on  Don  Gregori6*s 
anfwerihg  hirn,  that  he  kiiew  what  was  to  be  done. 
Ml  into  a  violent  paflion ;  and  even  forgot  him- 
felf  fi>  far  as  to  fpeak  very  difrefpeft  fully  to  the  go- 
vernor, who,  thereupon,  fent  him  to  prifon.  As 
foon  as  the  people  heai-d  of  it,  they  grew  perfeftly 
outrageous ;  and  would,  perhaps,  have  been  guilty 
of  fome  violence,  had  they  not  been  reftrained  by 
their  a|^rehenfioris  of  the  Indians,  whofe  num- 
ber was  made  to  amount  to  twelve  hundred^' 
They  were,  however,  foon  quieted  by  the  receipt 
of  certain  advice,  that  thefe  Indians  had  never  ap- 
peared either  at  Yaguaron  or  at  Ita;  and  that  their 
number    never    amounted  to  aboyj   fix  hundred. 
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Soon  after,  indeed,  they  were  given  to  underftand' 
what  was  very  true,  that  thefe  Indians  were,  in  faft 
marching  towards  the  city  by  the  governor's  orders ; 
but  that  they  obferved  the  ftridteft  difcipline,  and 
no  where  occafioned  the  leaft  diforder. 

Don  Bernardin,  however,  had  fent  to  the  royal 
audience  a  relation  of  their  pretended  hoftilities, 
which,  bcfides  being  attefted  by  himfelf  upon 
oath,  was  ligaed  by  two  friars,  as  eye-witnefles  to 
the  plundering  of  Yaguaron,  where  it  was  after- 
wards proved  neither  of  them  had  been.  The  pre- 
late affirmed  in  another  memorial,  that,  during  his 
refidence  in  that  town,  and  while  he  was  preparing 
to  vifit  the-  reduftions,  the  jefuits  had  fent  the  go- 
vernor of  Paraguay  thirty  thoufand  gold  crowns, 
and  a  thoufand  well  armed  men,  to  engage  him  to 
baniih  him,  for  fear  he  fhould  difcover  their  gold 
mines ;  and  this  memorial  was  figned  by  feveral  ec- 
clefiafticks,  fome  of  whom  were  not  fo  much  as  per- 
mitted to  read  it.  One  clergyman,  who,  alone,  had 
the  courage  not  to  comply,  was  loaded  with  (fhains, 
and  brought  to  the  convent  of  St,  Francis,  where, 
after  a  great  deal  of  ill  ufage,  he  was  fufpended 
in  the  air  by  a  rope,  till,  overcome  by  the  pain- 
fiilnejfs  of  his  (ituation,  he  promifed  to  do  every 
thing  they  thought  proper.  Accordingly^  on  being 
untied,  he  figned  the  memorial ;  but,  as  foon  as  he 
recovered  his  liberty,  he  protefled  againft  the  vio- 
lence that  had  been  offered  him. 

In  the  rhean  time,  the  creatures  of  the  bifhop  left 
no  ftone  unturned  to  engage  the  inhabitants  to  take 
up  arms.  The  prelate,  on  his  fide,  beftirred  himfelf 
exceedingly,  to  procure  the  fchedule  of  Charles  V. 
and  the  royal  ftandard  ;  and,  finding,  at  laft,  that 
he  could  not  get  either  one  or  the  other,  vented  liis 
anger  and  indignation  on  the  camp-niafter .  ge- 
neral, his  brothers  and  his  friends,  whom  he  de- 
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clared  excommunicated,  fchifmaticks,  and  eneniies 
to  their  country.  At  laft,  the  tumult  encreafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, finding  it  impoflible  to  remain  any  longer  in 
the  city  with  decency  or  fafety,  retired  to  the  coun- 
Upon  this,  the  governor,  who  flattered  him- 
that  Don  Bernardin,  when  he  ftiould  lofe  all 
hopes  of  holding  out  in  his  afylum,  would  comply 
with  his  promife  to  leave  the  province,  fent  to  fum- 
mon  him  to  fet  put  without  any  farther  delay ;  and 
to  let  him  know,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  was  a 
bark  well  ftored  with  provifions  of  every  kind,  rea- 
dy to  receive  him  and  all  his  family. 

The  king's  notary,  Ruy  Gomez  de  Goyofo,  who 
was  charged  with  the  ferving  of  this  fummous,  on 
his  prefenting  himfelf  at  the  gates  of  the  convent, 
and  defiring  to  fpeak  with  the  prelate,  was  accofted 
by  a  friar  armed  with  a  javelm,  with  which  he  three 
times  endeavoured  to  run  him  through  the  body- 
Don  Bernardin  made  up  to  the  noife ;  alked  Gomez 
his  bufinefe ;  and  when  he  had  given  an  account  of 
it,  told  him  that  no  one  had  a  right  to  command 
him  to  leave  his  diocefe ;  and  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
governor  (hould  have  come  himfelf  on  the  errand. 
He  then  broke  oiit  into  inveftives  againft  him,  and 
declared  the  king's  notary  excommunicated,  threat- 
ening him,  at  the  fame  time,  in  cafe  he  did  not  con- 
fider  himfelf  as  fuch,  to  fine  him  five  hundred 
crowns,  and  deliver  him  over  to  the  holy  office  as  an 
obftinate  and  irreclaimable  finner.  Don  Gregorio, 
having  received  notice  of  this  excefs;  and  being  told, 
befides,  that,  Don  Bernardin  having  declared  it 
would  be  but  a  venial  fm  to  difpatch  him,  two  eccle- 
fiafticks  had  taken  upon  them  to  do  the  bufmefs,  and 
two  more  to  fet  fire  to  the  college,  he  immediately 
ordered  one  hundred  of  the  Parana  Indians  into  the 
city ;  pofted  fifty  at  the  gates  of  the  college ;  and 
the  reft  about  his  own  houfe, 
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Don  Gregorio  then  publilhed  an  edidl,  declar- 
ing Don  Bemardin  de  Cardenas  an  intruder  into  the 
biflioprick  of  Paraguay,  and  without  any  manner 
of  jurifdidlion.  .The  governor  had  by  him  three 
pieces  left  him  by  the  fathers  Truxillo  and  Verdugo, 
and  his  brother,  father  de  Hiniftrofa,  to  prove  that 
I .  the  biftiop  was  aftually,  and  ever  fince  his  confecra- 
.tion,  had  been  fufpended,  and  the  governor  knew 
very  well,  that  the  fathers  of  St.  Dominick,  and  of 
the  Merci,  and  feveral  francifcans  were  of  the  fame 
opmion  with  his  brother.  The  piece  by  father 
de  Hiniftrofa,  the  billiop  has  always  attributed  to 
thejefuits  ;  and  it  is  upon  this  foundation,  that  in 
all  his  letters,  and  in  all  the  memorials  publilhed 
in  hisj  name,  and  prefented  by  his  agent  to  the  royal 
council  of  die  Indies,  he  accufed  the  jefuits  of  hav- 
ing driven  him  out  of  his  diocefe,  as  they  had  al- 
jready  done,  he  faid,  two  of  his  predeceflbrs  ;  a 
calumny,  which  has  been  repeated  in  feveral  libels, 
efpiecially  in  the  Morale  Pratique  des  Jefuites  but  al- 
ways without  the  leaft  foundation.  The  two  other 
prelates  are  Don  Thomas  de  Torrez,  of  the  order 
of  St.  Dominick,  who  was  tranflated  from  the  bi- 
flioprick of  the  Aflumption  to  that  of  Tucuman  ; 
and  Don  Chriftopher  de  Arrefti,  of  the  order  of 
St.  Benedidt,  tranflated  to  that  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  firfl:  never  had  any  quarrel  with  th^  jefuits, 
and  the  fecond  lived  to  his  death  in  the  greateft 
harmony  with  them.  Befides,  what  could  the  jefuits 
have  got  by  thefe  tranflations,  fince  moft:  of 
their  houfes,  as  well  as  the  beft  of  them,  were  in 
the  diocefes  of  Budios  Ayres  and  Tucuman  ? 

Unhappily  for  Don  Bernardin,  the  opinions 
of  the  three  religious  I  have  jufl:  mentioned,  have 
been  fince  confirmed  by  the  fentence  of  the  cardi- 
nals of  the  congregation  of  Trent.  But,  to  pro- 
ceed according  to  thcorderprefcribed  by  the  canons' 

in 
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in  an  affair  of  this  importance,  it  was  requifite 
there  Ihould  be  an  eccieiiaftical  fuperior.  None  of 
the  ancient  canons  now  remained  in  the  city  but 
Don  Chriftof>her  Sanchez,  who^  at  the  arrival  of 
I>on  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  governed  the  diocefe 
in  quality  of  grand  vicar  and  provifor.  The  go- 
vernor, therefore,  required  him  to  refume  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  charge,  which  the  flaws  in  the  prelate's 
coiifecradon  and  iadudtion  authorized  him  to  con- 
timie  ;  and  promifed  to  fupport  him  with  all  the 
authority  he  himfelf  was  invefted  with  in  quality  of 
governor.  Don  Sanchiez  confented, ,  provided  the 
governor  would  give  him  a  lafi^iiard  for  his  per- 
Ibn.  To  this  Don  Gregorb  made  anfwei',  that  hfe 
might  find  one  in  the  jefuits  college,  which  ^nas 
well  guarded  ;  and,  accordingly,  direiftly  con- 
dudcd  him  to  it. 

He  then  ordered  the  general  alarm  to  be  bedt ; 
and  iiTued  an  order,  on  pain  of  death,  for .  all  the 
inhabitants  to  repair  with  their  arms  to  th^  great 
fquare,  where  the  royal  fbahdard  had  been  already 
panted,  arid  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  do  eve^ry 
thing  they  fhould  be  commaridedin  the  name  of 
his  rnajefty. .  No  one  dared  to  be  abfent,  fo  that 
the  officers  with  their  foldiers,  the  magiftrates  "AX. 
the  head  ^f  the  militia,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians,  immediately  appeared  there  m  order  of 
battle.  The  governor  then  niade  hisf  appearance  ; 
and,  foltowed  only  by  Ibme  of  his  principal  officers 
went  to  the  college ;  called  fot*  Don  Chriftopher 
Sanchez,  provifor  arid  vicar -general  of  the  diociefe ; 
and  c(Hidu6ted  him  to  the  cathedral,  the  doors  of 
which  were  no  fooner  thrown  open,"  than  it  filled 
with  perfens  of  both  fexes,  and  cf  every  ag&  and 
condition.       - 

.  Don  Chriftopher,  after  a  fhort  prayer,  took  a 
crucifix  from  the  great  altar ;  gave  it  to  kife  to  the 

governor  ; 
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governor ;  and  then  took  the  feat  he  ufed  to  occupy 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee,  from  v^hich  he  de- 
clared that  he  refumed  the  exercife  of  all  the  char- 
ges, with  which  he  had  been  till  then  invefted,  the 
new  bifhop  of  Paraguay  not  as  yet  having  any  law- 
fntjurifdiftion.  This  done,  he  ordered  all  the  bells 
to  be  fet  a  ringingj  and  all  the  excommunica  on 
lifts  to  be  torn  down ;  and  took  off  the  interdift 
which  Don  Bernardin  himfelf  had  juft  taken  off, 
a«,  finding  it  impoffible  to  efcape  this  blow,  he 
thought  he  might  make  a  merit  of  his  pretended 
indulgence  in  the  eyes  of  the  publick. 

The  governor's  edift  further  imported,  that  as 
it  was  notorious  his  lordfliip  Don  Bernardin  de  Car- 
denas had  intrudeii  himfelf  into  the  government  of 
the  diocefe,  againit  the  rules  6f  the  church,  and 
was  adlually  lodged  in  the  francifcan  convent,  to 
which  he.  had  caufed  arms  to  be  brought,  and 
where  he  had  placed  a  garrifon ;  and  from 
thence  filled  the  city  with  trouble,  confufion  and 
fcandal,  he  forbid  all  perfons,  on  pain  of  death,  to 
enter  that  convent  while  the  prelate  continued  in 
it.  The  provifor  and  vicar  general,  on  his  fide, 
publilhed  a  mandate  to  the  fame  purpofe,  import- 
ing, befides,  that  the  faid  lord  bilhop  was  not  enti- 
tled to  any  obedience. 

Now,  atlaft,  Don  Bernardin  perceived,  that  he 
could  not  hold  out  any  longer,  especially  as  a  man- 
date of  his,  lately  publiflied  in  one  of  his  parifli 
churches,  had  made  little  of  no  impreflion  on  the  in-- 
habitants.  He,  therefore  fent  word  to  the  governor, 
that  he  cDuld  no  longer  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  re- 
main in  a  province  entirely  inhabited  by  excommuni- 
cated pertons;  and  accordingly,  on  the  19th  of  No^ 
vember,  after  celebrating  his  two  mafles,  he  took 
leave  of  a  great  number  of  devout  perfons  whbfe 
^nfciences  he  diredted,  telling  them,  that  he  was 

ba- 
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baniftied  from  his  diocefe,  for  having  endeavoured, 
through  his  paftoral  tendernefs  for  his  flock,  tx)  re- 
lieve the  diftrefe  of  feveral  families,  whofe  patrimo- 
ny had  been  ufurped  by  the  enemies,  of  the  church ; 
thereby  meaning  the  Indians,  whom  the  jeiuits 
fecured  from  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice.  He 
repeated  all  the  injuries,  with  which  he,  on  every 
former  occafion,  had  loaded  thefe  pretended  ufurp- 
ers;  he  again  interdidted,  excommunicated,  and 
anathematized  them ;  giving,  at  the  fame  time,  no- 
tice, that  there  was  no  conununicating  with  them 
without  incurring  the  fame  cenfures ;  and  adding, 
that,  fevere  as  he  ftiewed  himfelf  towards  thofe, 
who  obftinately  perfifted  in  their  rebellion  againft 
the  church,  he  would  always  behave  with  the 
greateft  compaflion  and  tendernefe  towards  her 
humble  and  faithful  children. 

He  then  named  the  churches,  in  which  the  in- 
habitants might  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  affiftmg  at 
divine  fervice ;  and  the  priefts  who  might  hear  their 
confeffions,  on  whom  he  beftowed  the  moft  magni- 
ficent encomiums,  though,  perhaps,  he  was  the  only 
perfon  not  to  know,  that  fome  of  them  lived  in  a 
fcandalous  concubinage.  At  length,  after  taking 
leave  of  the  great  croud  that  attended  him,  all 
bathed  in  tears,  and  filling  the  church  with  their 
fighs  and  groans,  he  fallied  forth,  carrying  the  holy 
facrament  in  a  box  hung  to  his  breaft,  and  follow- 
ed by  his  chaplains  and  the  reft  of  his  clergy,'  every 
one  with  a  lighted  taper  in  his  hand.  As  foon  a^ 
he  had  got  into  his  bark,  he  renewed  his  anathemas 
againft  the  perfecutors  of  the  church,  who  drove 
out  of  his  diocefe  the  holieft  bifhop,  to  believe  his 
followers,  the  new  world  had  ever 'poffefled ; 
and  thundered  a  new  interdift  againft  the  city,  to 
'the  found  of  a  little  bell,  which  he  ufually  carried 
with  him  in  his  journeys.     The  bells  of  the  fran- 
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cifcan  church,  and  thofe  of  the  epifcopal  parifli, 
were  immediately  fet  a  going,  according  to  the 
orders  he  had  given  for  that  purpofe ;  and  it  was 
found  impoflible  to'  appeafe  the  tumults  occafioned 
by  the  ringing  of  them,  otherwife  than  by  ring- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  thofe  of  all  the  ^Aer 
churches.  ' 

The  prelate  feated  himfelf  on  a  ftool  in  the  ftern 
of  his  bark,  having,  on  both  fides  of  him,  the  ec- 
clefiafticks  and  religious,  who  had  embarked  with 
him.  The  reft  of  his  attendants  had  placed  them«- 
fclves  at  fome  diftance;  fome  fmoaking,  the  reft 
drinking  their  Paraguay ;  and  all  in  very  carelefe 
poftures,  without  fhewing  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
bleffed  facrament,  which  the  biftiop  carried  aboat 
him ;  and,  he  himfelf,  no  doubt,  foon  took  notice 
of  it,  for  in  fome  (hort  time,  the  box  containing 
it,  was  no  longer  to  be  feen.  One  of  his  clergy 
has  fince  aflured,  that  he  faw  Don  Bernardin  com- 
municate with  it  without  leaving  his  place,  from 
a  perfuafion,  it  is  probable,  that*  he  might  on 
this  occafion  difpenfe  with  a  law  of  the  church, 
left  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  keep  his  attendants 
within  the  bounds  of  refpedt  due  to  the  holy  facra- 
ment of  our  altars. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  his  friends  wrote  to  Tucuman, 
that,  the  moment  he  afcended  his  bark,  ftars  had 
been  feen  to  dart  from  heaven  towards  the  church  of 
St.  Lucia,  and  from  thence  to  the  epifcopal  palace, 
behind  which  they  difappeared ;  that  the  earth 
ihook ;  that  rocks  had  been  feen  to  fly  to  pieces, 
and  mountains  to  ftrike  againft  each  other;  that  ' 
the  fun  feemed  to  diftil  blood;  in  ftiort,  that 
amazement  and  terror  had  feized  every  heart. 
But  when  thefe  accounts  were  fent  back  to  the 
Affumption,  it  was  anfwered,  that  nothing 
like  it  had  been  feen  there ;  that  few  perfons  re- 
gretted 
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grctted  the  bifliop,  fince  he  carried  away  widi  him 
the  fource  of  all  that  trouble  and  confufion,  with 
which  the  city  had  been  almofl  perpetually  agitated 
ever  fince  he  made  his  appearance  m  it. 

Don  Bcrnardin,  however,  now  b^an  to  be  more 
uneafy  than  he  cared  to  appear,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
fedls  in  his  confecration  and  induction ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  he  had  been,  for  fbme  time  paft,  taking 
meafures  in  Rome,  to  procure  the  Pope's  dif- 
penfation  with  both.  From  the  9th  of  May,  1 645=, 
to  the  2d  of  Od:ober,  of  the  fame  year,  four  con- 
gregations were  held  upon  this  affair,  and  in  them 
were  produced  letters  from  the  bifhop,  in  which  he 
defired  to  be  abfolved  from  the  ccnfures  he  m^bt 
have  incurred  for  caufing  himfelf  to  be  confecrated 
without  prefenting  the  Pope's  bulls ;  for  havmg 
taken  poffeffion  of  his  biftioprick ;  for  having  re- 
ceived the  revenues  of  it ;  for  having  ordained  and 
performed  the  other  epifcopal  fun<Stions;  all,  in 
confequence  of  the  opinion  of  feveral  learned  men, 
who  judged  that  his  bulls  had  probably  mifcarried, 
or  had  been  intercepted  by  perfons  who  wiftied 
him  no  good ;  and  on  the  ftrength  of  a  letter  froiti 
cardinal  Anthony  Barbarini,  who  gave  him  notice  of 
their  having  been  expedited,  and  treated  him  as 
biihop.  To  thefe  motives  he  add«i,  the  prefling 
aieceffity  which  the  diocefe  of  the  Affumption  had 
for  a  bilhop. 

The  Pope  affifted  at  one  of  thefe  congregations, 
in  which  it  was  ordered,  that  Don  Bernardin's  let- 
ters fhould  be  examined  in  a  new  congregation,  in 
the  prefence  of  his  holinefs,  and  that  the  whole  af- 
fair ftiould  be  again  maturely  confidered.  The 
.nth  of  July,  1656,  another  congregation  was 
held,  in  which  Cardinal  Cefi  prefented  a  petition 
^drcffed  to  the  Pope,  by  which  the  canons  of  the 
Aflumption,  independent    of  the .  dcfeifts  in  the 

con-* 
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confecration  of  Don  Bernardin,  allcdged  feveral 
other  grievances  againft  him.  The  congregation 
named  Cardinal  Albizzi  to  examine  and  report 
them ',  and,  as  Don  Bernardin  had  cited  Cardinal 
Barbarini's  letter,  it  was  anfwered,  that  he  ought  to 
produce  it.  It  appears  that  things  reniained  pretty 
much  in  this  fituation  till  the  year  1658,  when  Don 
Bernardin  was  abfolved  of  his  cenfures,  and  named 
to  another  biftioprick.  In  the  mean  time,  we  (hall 
foon  fee  him  appear  again  at  the  Aflumption,  with 
as  much  confidence,  as  if  the  Pope  had  either  de- 
clared he  had  never  incurred  any  cenfures,  or  had 
abfolved  him  from  them. 


End  of  the  Firfi  Volme. 
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